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PRERRGCER

Since the publication of our ‘‘Handlist’”” in 1950, important notes and
suggestions were received, and more collecting made, which added much to our
knowledge of the Avaifauna of this country. The Handlist was simply an attempt
to survey, in a systematic way, the birds of Iraq with the object of laying some
foundation for a further comprehensive study of the birds of this area based on
literature, collections, and direct observation.

_ This task would naturally involve an intensive search into the mass of litera-
ture scattered in various papers. and journals, ~Our Museum and its library, with
a little more than 6 years of background, are inadequate for a study of this nature,
with the exception of the important bird collection which throws much light on the
status and range of many birds in Iraq. It was left to the present writer to seek
the facilities of a good library in a foreign Natural History Museum.

 The opportunity came when, in late .1951, the author accepted with
deep gratitude a UNESCO Fellowship of 6 months to visit American Museums of
Natural History for the study of museological technique in the United States, ac-
cording to an itinerary sét down by UNESCO and LLE. specialized divisions.
This program of visits and training was concluded in three-months time, after
which the author took the advantage of a Grant-in-Aid offered to him by the Uni-
versity of Michigan, and there he found the most generous help and superb facilities
for his projected study.

The main part of this work was completed in the University of Michigan
Museum of Zoology, under the intelligent and scholarly supervision of the distin-
guished ornithologist, Dr. Josselyn Van Tyne, Curator of Birds, and Associate Pro-
fessor of. Zuolog)

Thh paper abhtract: the observations made and reported by earlier collectors
ince 1‘~‘h4, and, embodlu the most recent records communicated to the author by
ﬁn.tereatgd ()b\El‘VCl’H, or derived from specimens recently collected by, or
preseated to, the Iraq Natural History Museum during the past few. years of its
existence. - Half-a-dozén species were added to the list, which were not recor-
ed from Iraq before, and these are: a Black Tern, a Parakeet, a Bar-tailed Lark, a
D:ppcr a Ha\\fmch and probably a Fieldfare,

As a ruult nf recent records, the status of many birds were revised or their
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range extended. In many cases breeding notes are added, and some birds not
hitherto known to breed in our area are now reported as nesting, However, there
are still much fragmental information or insufficient evidence of the occurrence of
some species of birds which have to be cleared up by further observations and
collecting,  The Iraq Natural History Museum is coping with this task, and will
publish from time to time such new records as will prove of value in clarifying
the ambiguities of the present study.

Our system of classification is based on Wetmore's ““Classification for the
Birds of the World"’ (1951). The naming of genera, species, and subspecies fol-
low Peters’ *“ Check-List’” for the non-Passerine birds, In the case of the Passrine
Firds, however, various recent sources were consulted,

I feel greatly obliged to UNESCO and the University of Michigan for their Fel-
lowship Grants which enabled me to carry out this study in Michigan during the
Spring Semester and Summer Session of 1952,

I am especially indebted to Dr. Josselyn Van Tyne for his sympathetic and
critical reading of the original manuscript, for the valuable suggestions he made,
and for allowing me free access to the rich library of the Bird Division. It
would be hard to evaluate what 1 personally gained from his long experience and
scientific outlook, through many liberal discussions with him. In acknowledg-
ing my indebtedness to Dr. Van Tyne, I should like to make it very clear that I am
in no way shifting to him any part of the responsibility for such errors in style or
fact which may have survived in this paper,

I am very grateful for the generous help and encouragement rendered to me
by Dr. Dugald E. S, Brown, Chairman of the Zoology Department, and by seve-
ral Staff Members of the University’s Museum of Zoology.

Finally T wish to thank the following gentlemen for supplying valuable infor-
mation or specimens: Mr. E.S. Steward of Windermere, England, for his letter of
December 12, 1951, embodying notes on some birds he observed in Iraq during
the latter half of April and all of May, 1047 & 1949; Mr. W.H, Jeffery of the Iraq
Petroleum Company for the nice gift of birds which he collected at various Oil
Stations in the deserts of western Iraq; Mr, Robert Angorly of the Port Directorate,
Rasra, for the information and a few specimens he supplied; and the Staff mem-
bers of our Museum who contributed much to our collection of birds,

Baghdad, Iraq. BASHIR E. ALLOUSE
April 15, 1953.
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Order STRUTHIONIFORMES

Familv STRUTHIONIDAE,

Genus STRUTRIO Linné

ARABIAN OSTRICH. ¢ e dala

-
: Struthio camelus syriacus Rothschild, Bull, Brit. Orn, Cl., 39, 1919, p.33.
3 A very rare bird in our area, and might be found in the Syrian and Arabian
deserts on the western and southwestern borders of Iraq.  Reported by Ticehurst,
¢t al, (1926) from the Syrian desert west of the Euphrates, between parallels 30 and
24, at the heads of the Wadis (valleys) running to, and 100 miles or so distant from

~ that river,  Two specimens and three eggs were collected,

Mr. Robert Angorly of Basra recently reported that the last two ostriches in
& Iraq were killed in 1627, many miles south of Al-Busaiya in the desert south of Iraq,
+ and that another one was killed some 30 miles from Bajisiyah Wood in Basra district,

-

3

F,*
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()rdler COLYMBIFORMES

Family COLYMBIDAE

Genus POLIOCEPHALUS Selby.

1, LITTLE GREBE, « golad ¢ phes elld _ *-\\
a. Poliocephalus ruficollis ruficollis (Pallas). :
Colymbus ruficollis Pallas, Vroeg's Cat. Coll., 1764, Adumbr., p.6. z N
Podicipes fluviatilis, Cat, B, Brit. Mus., 26, 1808, p.507. ~
b.  Poliocephalus r, iraquensis (Ticehurst). A
Podiceps r. iraquensis Ticehurst, Bull, Brit. Orn. Cl., 1923, .28, 3
; -
The first race is probably a winter visitor, and is reported by Cumming
(Sharpe, 1886) in the Fao area as arriving in September and leaving in February.
The second race, which is described as smaller than ruficollis, is a local resident 2
which commonly breeds in the marshes in June,  Reported as resident in Basra,
where, according to Ticehurst, ef al. (1922), several nests were fouad containing * %
3 to 6 eggs each. In winter it spreads out to the rivess and swamps where it is -
not usually found during the breeding season,
Genus COLYMBUS Linné .
\\.
2. BLACK-NECKED GREBE. c AV aet e ¥ 4
Colymbus nigricollis nigricollis (C,L. Brehm). A
Podiceps nigricollis Brehm, Handb, Naturg. Vog. Deutschl,, 1831, p.g63
Podiceps nigricollis, Cat, B, Brit, Mus., 26, 1808, p.532. 3
-
Resident in small numbers, breeding in the marshes.  According to Ticehurst,
el al, (1922), this bird was found breeding in th: marshes of Musayeb during May :
and June, and even was present in July. Nesting was reported from Lake =

Akkarkuf in August, In winter it spreads out to the rivers,

3. GREAT CRESTED GREBE. ST SR
Colvmbus cristatus cristatus 1..

Colymbus cristatus L., Syst, Nat,, ed X, 1, 1758, p.135.
Podicipes cristatus, Cat, B. Brit. Mus., 26, 1808, p.544
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3

A winter visitor, and partly breeding, in suitable localities.  According to
Ticehurst, ef al. (1926), eggs were found in Iskandariyah marshes on July 14
and breeding birds were reported from Lake Akkarkuf in August, All  other
reports refer to the winter months, where it was seen on the rivers and flooded
areas, from Mosul in the north to Basra and Fao in the south,
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Order PELECANIFORMES

Suborder PELECANI
Family PELE?ANEI}-\E

Genus PELECANUS Linné

1. WHITE PELICAN. *galemm = )

Pelecanus onocrotalus 1.,
Pelecanus onocrotalus L., Syst. Nat., ed, X, 1, 1738, p. 132.
Pelecanus onocrotalus, Cat, B, Brit. Mus,, 26, 1898, p.467.

Fairly common in marshes, rivers, and flooded areas. Reportc as breeding
in certain small islands at the head of the Persian Gulf, in April and May, where
Cumming got a young one and four eggs on mid-October (Sharpe, 18g1), According
to Ticehurst, et al. (1926), LaPersonne saw colonies of this bird nesting in these
izlands in April.  Adults and young were reported plentiful on Suweikiyah
marshes in August, Recorded in winter (November to April) from Amara, Kuf,
and Baghdad, Fully grown young were seen near Abadan (on the Iranian side
cf Shatt-el-Arab) toward the end of June. In the breeding season, pelicans are
rarely found outside their nesting quarters.

2. ROSY PELICAN. g e = ¥

Pelecanus roseus Gmelin,
Pelecanus roseus Gmelin, Syst. Nat,, 1, pt.2, 1789, p.570.
Pelecanus roseus, Cat, B. Brit. Mus., 26, 1808, p.406.

The status of this bird in our area is not clear, According to Ticehurst ef al,
(1922), there are three undated immature specimens and one adult dated October
24, 1886, in the British Museum from our locality, But so far, we have no speci-
men.

3. DALMATIAN PELICAN, © o) dasd ax - ¥
Pelecanus crispus Bruch,
Pelecanus crispus Bruch, Isis, 1833, col, 110g.

Pelecanus crispus, Cat, B, Brit. Mus,, 26, 1898, p.468.

An uncommon winter visitor, reported from the marshes near Fao by Cumming
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(Sharpe, 1886).  There are winter records from Amara, Hammar Lake, Suweiki-
vah marshes, and Tekrit.

Family PHALACROCORACIDAE

Genns PHALACROCORAX Brisson.

-

4. CORMORANT. s R
Phalacrocorax carbo sinensis (Shaw),
Pelecanus sinensis Shaw, Nat, Misc,, 13, 1801, pl.529, text.

Phalacrocorax carbo, Cat. B. Brit. Mus., 26, 1898, p.340.

-~

(>

A common winter visitor, widely distributed in suitable localities throughout
the country, Recorded from October to May; and on May 18, a few were seen
on the Hammar Lake, but no evidence of its breeding there (Ticehurst, et al.,
1022).

5. SHAG /GREEN CORMORANT, ¢ el B o 0
Phalacrocorax aristotelis desmarestii (Payrandeau),
Carbo desmarestii Payrandeau, Ann, Sci. Nat., 8, 1826, p.464.

Phalacrocorax desmaresti,, Cat, B. Brit, Mus., 26, 188, p.368.
Recorded in winter by Meinertzhagen (1914) at Tekrit; and by Ticehurst, ef al.
(1g22) near Amara in November and December, and on the Tigris near Baiji in

winter,

Genus HALIETOR Heine,

6. PYGMY CORMORANT.

(2

Halietor pygmeus (Pallas).

Pelecanus pygmeus Pallas, Reise versch. Prov, Russ, Reich, 2, 1773, p.712.
Phalacrocorax pygmeus, Cat. B. Brit. Mus., 26, 1808, p.405.

A common resident, breeding in the marshes north of Kurna where Tomlinson
(1916) obtained a number of eggs on May 15; and near Beni Mansur marshes, oa
the Euphrates, where it was found breeding in large numbers in July (Ticehurst,
et al., 1026). It may nest in other marshes, too, where suitable dense cover of
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reed beds are available. ‘Nesting starts from April, and usually in colonies. The nest
contains 3 to 5 eggs, and is placed about 4 feet above the water.. Such colonies were
also reported by Ticehurst, et al., from Rotha marshes on the Tigris, 16 miles
north of Kurna, in late July, and from the Le:ser Zab river, in Kirkuk area, in winter.
These Cormorants nest in company with Night-Herons, Darters, and Ibises,

Family ANH INGID_:EE_

Genus ANHINGA Brisson,

7. DARTER, e T U

Anhinga rufa chantrei (Oustalet).
Plotus chantrei Oustalet, Ann. Sci, Nat., Zool,, 6, 13, 1882, art. 7, p.7.
Plotus rufus, Cat, B, Brit. Mus., 26, 1898, p.412.

A common resident, breeding in the vast marshes near Kurna and Amara,
where Tomlinson (1916) obtained a number of eggs on mid-May from Ezra Tomb
district, Reported by Ticehurst, et al. (1926) as nesting amongst the colonies
of Night-Herons and Pygmy Cormorants at Beni Mansur marshes on July 12.
The nests, they reported, are placed on broken down reeds in reed beds, 14 fest
high and 4 to 6 feet above the water, Full clutches of 3 eggs ars usual. Also found
plentiful in the Rotha marshes, An adult from Babylon, collected by Commander
Jones, is in the British Museum. §

(r
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Order CICONIHFORMES
Suborder ARDEAE
o e

Subfamily ARDEINAE.

= Genus ARDEA Linné.
1. GOLIATH HERON., B T B SR P S
*"' Ardea goliath Cretzschmar.
Ardea goliath Cretzchmar, in Ruppell’s Atlas, Vogel, 1826, p.39, pl.26.
Ardea goliath, Cat, B, Brit, Mus., 26, 1898, p.66.
Common in marshy regions where it breeds, as Cox obtained young ones
from Kurna (Ticehurst, el al. 1922). Reported from Basra, Amara, Kut,
and Hindiva Barrage where marshes are abundant; and also from Feluja a n d
Samarra.
2. HERON. « sl bl Y
Ardea cinerea cinerea L.
Ardea cinerea L., Syst. Nat., ed. X, 1, 1758, p.143.
Ardea cinerea, Cat. B. Brit. Mus,, 26, 1898, p.74.
Very common in winter and widely distributed,  Some may be seen during
ﬁ

the summer in suitable localities, such as the marshes of Musayeb and Akkarkuf,
and according to Ticehurst, et al, (1922), this species was seen in the vicinity of
Tekrit from Ap:il to June, but there is no definite proof of its breeding there,
Cumming reported it as resident and breeding‘ near Abdullah Bank, Fao (Sharpe,
1886). Herons also breed in the small islands at the head of the Persian Gulf.
Nests and eggs were reported from that area in May (Ticehurst, ef al, 1926).
According to Ticehurst, et al. (1g22), flocks may be seen on passage during Septem-
ber flying in a southwesterly direction.

Ca

3. PURPLE HERON. eVl ek @l o ¥

Ardea purpurea purpurea L.
Ardea purpurea L., Syst, Nat., ed, XII, 1, 1766, p.236.
Phayx purpurea, Cat. B. Brit. Mus,, 26, 1898, p.6o.
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Common and sesident in suitable localities. where the swamps have plenty i
reed beds. Cumming reported it as resideat and breeding in March and April in
Abdullah Bank near Fao, and obtained eggs in 1886 from the same locality (Sharpe.
1886, 18¢1). It becomes very common during the breeding season in the marshes
of Amara, Kurna, and Musayeb (Ticehurst, ef al., 1922),

Geniis ARDEOLA Boie,

4. SQUACCO HERON. t e e T T
Ardeola ralloides ralloides (Scopoli).

Ardea ralloides Scopoli, Annus I, Hist, Nat., 1769, p.88.
Ardeola ralloides, Cat. B, Brit, Mus., 26, 1898, p.2o2.

A summer visitor and partly resideat, breeding in suitable localities under the
cover of reed beds in the marshes.  According to Ticehurst, et al. (122), this
species is common after March and especially from June to September, but quite
uncommon from October to March,  Nests, containing 4 or 5 eggs, were reporte:d
in July, being found among the colonies of Night-Heroas and Darters (Ticehurst,
et al., 1926),  Winter records are also available from Baghdad, Deltawah, and

Fao,
Genus BUBULCUS Bonaparte,

5. BUFF-BACKED HERON, ok d el < 8
Bubulcus ibis itis (L.).

Ardea ibis L., Syst. Nat., ed. X, 1, 1758, p.144.
Bubulcus lucidus, Cat B, Brit. Mus,, 26, 1808, p.213.

Fairly common in suitable localities, and probably a summer visitor as most
records refer to March-October (Ticehurst, ef al., 1922). Cumming reported it as
resident in Fao and supposed it breeding with Reef Heroas at the head of the
Persian Gulf, and obtained eggs in September (Sharpe, 1886), We have an ad-
ditional record from T. 3 oil pumping station in Syria on May 10, 1950,

Genus CASMERODIUS Gloger.

6. GREAT WHITE HERON, o 2N asW casht dlila s bge o N
Casmerodius albus albus (L.),
Ardea alba L., Syst. Nat,, ed, X, 1, 1758, p.144.

Herodias alba, Cat B, Brit, Mus,, 26, 1898, p.go,

L+
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A winter visitor in small numbers, arriving in November and leaving earty in
March, The latest record is from Nasiriyah on March 3. 1950. A pair was re-
ported seen at Samarra on May 12 (Ticehurst, el al., 1922).

Genus EGRETTA T. Forster,

7. LITTLE EGRET. ¢ prall GaoW) ot @il Y
Egrelta garzelta garzetia (L.).

Ardea garzetla L., Syst. Nat,, ed, XII, 1, 1766, p.237.
Garzetta garzetta, Cat, B, Brit, Mus., 26, 1898, p.118,

Common in small numbers during the summer, in suitable places. Cumming
supposed it breeding near Abdullah Bank, in the Fao area (Sharpe, 1886),
According to Ticehurst, et al, (1922), small flocks were seen on passage at Feluja
on April 26-27, and others at the lower Tigris during the same month, So it may
be considered a passage migrant too, We have one specimea from Kizil Robat,
but with no date. !

Genus DEMIEGRETTA Blyth.

8. REEF HERON. w8 sl Suphbels A

Demiegretta asha (Sykes),
Ardea asha Sykes, Proc, Comm. Zool, Soc. London. 1832, p.157.
Lepterodius asha, Cat. B, Brit., Mus., 26, 1898, p.116,

Resident and breeding in the Fao region, Its breeding quarters were located,
according to Ticehurst, el al (1920), in certain islands at the head of the Persian
Gulf, and in the marshes near Fao.  Breeding starts from April and proceeds
through May. Clutches of 4 eggs are usual.  Not reported from elsewhere in
iraq.

Genus NYCTICORAX T, Forster.
9. NIGHT-HERON. c Ay el ‘_}.:.U| L e

Nycticorax nycticorax nycticorax (L.).
Ardea nycticorax 1., Syst, Nat,, ed. X, 1, 1758, p.142.
Nycticorax nycticorax, Cat. B. Brit. Mus,, 26, 1898, p.146,
Common and widely distributed.  According to Cumming, it arrives at Fao
in October and leaves in May (Sharpe, 1886).  Ticehurst, et al. (1926), however,
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reported it as breeding in vast numbers ncar Basra marshes, and that nests were
found in July, most of which contained 4 eggs. Tt probably breeds in other places
cuch as Samarra and Musayeb, and certainly in Baghdad, as one nest with young
ones were collected from a Eucalyptus forest, east of Baghdad on August 1950, It

is also common at Mosul,

Subfamily BOTAURINAE,

Genus IXOBRYCHUS Billberg.

10. LITTLE BITTERN. o bl N

Ixobrychus minutus minutus (L,).
Ardea minuta L., Syst. Nat. ed., XII, 1, 1766, p.240,
Ardetta minuta, Cat, B. Brit, Mus,, 26, 1898, p.222.

The majority are common in the summer, and some are resident all the year,
as there are few winter records (Ticehurst, et al. 1g22). It breeds in suitable
localities, where nests containing 5 or 6 eggs, were reposted from the marshes
among dense reed bads, from early May to the end of June, Also reported by
Sassi (1g912) at Mosul on May 3 and October 15, We have one specimen from
H. 1 oil pumping station in Iraq dated May 5, 1951.

Genus BOTAURUS Stephens,

11. BITTERN. “allara X\

Botaurus stellaris cieil :vis (L.),
Ardea stellaris L., Syst, Nat., ed. X, 1, 1758, p.144.
Botaurus stellaris, Cat, B, Brit. Mus., 26, 1898, p.253.

A winter visitor in small numbers, to be found in the marshes with suitable
thick cover of reed beds.  Tomlinson (1916) recorded it as common at Basra in
winter, and Neumann (1913) obtained a female from Ras-el-Ain, north of Iraq,
on February 21,  According to Ticehurst, ef al. (1922), Common Bitterns begin to
arrive in September and leave in April, but were heard booming in the Hindiya
marshes on May 29 and 30, probably breeding there, but further evidence is requir-
ed.

[
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Suborder CICONIAE
Family CICONIIDAE

(Genus CICONTA Brisson, ;
12. WHITE STORK. b SR it VY

Ciconia ciconia ciconia (L.),
Ardea ciconia L., Syst, Nat., ed. X, 1, 1758, p.142.
Ciconia ciconia, Cat, B. Brit. Mus., 26, 1808, p.299.

One of the familiar birds that can be seen in some parts of the country all the
yvear. The range of its breeding in Iraq is peculiar, as it has not been found nest-
ing to the south of the liae coanecting the ruins of Babyloa, Baghdad, and Mendeli;
but from this line and up to the north, nearly every town on both the Tigris and
Euphrates has its coloay (Ticehurst, ef al., 1922), Nests ave placed on tall trees,
minarets, domes, tops of buildings, and even on telegraph wires; and the same nest
15 used year after year, with some repairing on February,  Hatching is observed
in June. After the breeding season, they either migrate in flocks or scatter further
afield in the country.  According to Ticehurst, et al. (1922), White Storks are
winter visitors and passage migrants in southern Iraq.  Flocks of autumn migrants
from ths no-th become abundant from mid-September till the end of October,

and spring migrations extend from mid-February to cazly Apr-il.

13. BLACK STORK. S VR G SO
Ciconia nigra (L.).
Ardea nigra L., Syst, Nat., ed, X, 1, 1758, p.142.
Ciconia nigra, Cat, B. Brit, Mus., 26, 1808, p.303.

Probably a rare winter visitor. Cumming obtained an immature male on Sep-
tember 5 at Fao (Sharpe, 1891), and Tristram (:881) saw one single bird on the
Euphrates. Reported by Ticehurst ea al. (1922) from Amara on May 20.

Family THRESKIORNITHIDAE,

Subfamily THRESKIORNITHINAE

Genus THRESKIORNIS G.R. Gray.
14. SACRED IBIS, c pll Jote pf NS

Threskiornis aethiopica aethiopica (Latham),
Tontalus aethiopica Latham, Ind, Orn,, 2, 1790, p.706.
Ibis aethiopica, Cat, B. Brit. Mus., 26, 1898, p.4.
Fairly common in the southern part of Iraq from Amara to Fao, especially in
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the winter. Recorded by Ticehurst, ef al, (1926) as occuring at Baiji (nearly half way
between Baghdad and Mosul) in April, and as breeding in the marshes near Kurna,
where young on the wing were seen on July 23, and nests containing 3 or 4 eggs
each were found among colonies of Cormorants and Darters. It may breed in the
Amara marshes, too

Genus GERONTICUS Wagler,
15. HERMIT IBIS. « Ald) s pf - Vo

Geronticus eremita (L.).
Upupa eremita L., Syst. Nat., ed X, 1, 1758, p.118.
Comatibis comata, Cat. B, Brit. Mus,, 26, 18¢8, p.16.

The status of this bird is not clear, Tristram (1881) saw a large colony of
this bird near Beredjik (now inside Turkish territory), and found many young
ones still in their nests on June 8. The people, he said, told him that these birds
only come for the breeding season, but are never seen during the rest of the year,
Weigold (1912) saw a similar colony at the same place, from which they probably
wander to the stretches of water nearby. According to Ticehurst, et al. (1g922),
Logan Home saw a few near Tekrit in February, and one bird was shot by Ald-
worth in the same region.

Genus PLEGADIS Kaup.
16. GLOSSY IBIS, * 2pue¥) Jowia gl =\

Plegadis falcinellus falcinellus (L.).
Tontalus facinellus L., Syst. Nat,, ed, XII, I, 1766, p.241.
Plegadis falcinellus, Cat B. Brit. Mus,, 26, 1808, p.20.

Probably breeding in the marshes.  According to Ticehurst, et al. (1922), this
bird is common in the marshe near Baghdad, Amara, Kurna, and in the Suweikiyah
marsh, breeding in suitable localities.  The latest record is from Jelowla camp
district on April 27, 1952.

Subfamily PLATALEINAE

Genus PLATALEA Linné
17. SPOONBILL, * Lada gl _ YV

Platalea leucorodia major Temminck & Schlegel.
Platalea major Temminck & Schlegel, in Siebold, Faun, Jap., Aves,
1849, p.119, pl.75.
Platalea leucorodia, Cat, B, Brit, Mus,, 26, 1898, p.44.

(e
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A summer visitor, and probably a resident.  Recorded by Ticehurst, -efal.
(1922) as common in the marshes of the great rivers, and breeding near Basra,
Kurna, and at the head of the Persian Gulf, where nests were noted in May, and
eggs obtained in the latter part of May and in June. Meinertzhagen saw in Jan-
uary, 1923, a large flock of Spoonbills feeding on some mud flats near Samarra,
We have one specimen from Jebel Hemrin dated October 1, 1927. It is pro-
bable that these birds wander into our area at the close of the breeding season
in search of food,

Suborder PHOENICOPTERI

Family PHOENICOPTERIDAE

Genus PHOENICOPTERUS Linné,

18. FLAMINGO. Ay s VA

Phoenicopterus antiguorum Temminck,
Phoenicopterus antiguorum Temm,, in Man. d’'Orn., 2, 1820, p.587.
Phoenicopterus roseus, Cat, B, Brit. Mus., 27, 1895, p.12.

Fairly common and resident in suitable localities on the marshes.  DBreeds
in the marshes of southern Iraq and the head of the Persian Gulf, In the latter
region, Ticehurst, et al. (1926) found large colonies of Flamingoes in April 7, and
obtained eggs in May from ne:ts containing one or, rarely, two eggs. In the breed-
ing seacon, Flamingoes are not commonly seen outside their nesting quarters; but
many non-breeding and immature birds remain behind (Ticehurst, ef al., 1922),
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Order ANSERIFORMES

Suborder ANSERES

Family ANATIDAE

Subfamily CYGNINAE.
Genus CYGNUS Bechstein,
1, MUTE SWAN. o g o - N

Cygnus olor (Gmelin).
Anas Olor Gmelin, Syst. Nat,, 1, pt.2, 1789, p.502.
Cygnus olor, Cat, B. Brit. Mus., 27, 1895, p.35.

A winter visitor in small numbers, to be found on the marshes or rivers from
Baghdad south of Fao. :
Subfamily ANSERINAE.

Genus ANSER Briscon.
2. GRAY LAG-GOOSE. o VY T SRR |

Anser anser (L.).
Anas anser L,, Syst. Nat., ed, X, 1, 1758, p.123.
Anser ferus, Cat, B, Brit, Mus.. 27, 1893, p.8q.

A very common winter visitor to the marshes of southern Iraq, and partly re-
sident,  According to Ticehurst, et al, (1922), flocks of this species begin to arrive
in late October and increase in number daily at their winter quarters; then start to
Icave early in March and most of the winter visitors have gone by the end of March,
Quite a number of them remain to breed in the marshes amonag extensive reed beds.
The nest is described by Hale (1932) as built up o2 a mass of broken-down reeds
inside the reed-beds, about one foot above the water, Such nests were found in
the marshes between Basra and Nasiriyah in March. Three young were obtained
from Hammar Lake on May 21, and small numbers were seen in suitable marshes
in July and August (Ticehurst, ef al., 1922). According to Meinertzhagen (1924),
Gray Lag-Geese are commoner south of Baghdad, and White-fronted Geese are com-
moner north of it.

3. WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE. B B e

Anser albifrons albifrons (Scopoli).
Branta albiforns Scopoli, Annus I, Hist. Nat., 1769, p.69.
Anser albifrons, Cat. B. Brit, Mus., 27, 1805, p.92.

Ly
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A common winter visitor, especially in suit@ble places north of Baghdad, The
dates of its arrival and departure coincide approximately with those reported for
the Lag-Goose (Ticehurst, et al., 1922), It is less common in southern Iraq.

4. LESSER WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE, - phee il 500 o 8
Anser erythropus (L).
Anas erythropus L., Syst. Nat., ed. X, 1, 1758, p.123.

Anser erythropus, Cat, B, Brit. Mus., 27, 1805, p.97.

An uncommon winter visitor frequenting the marshes of Basra, Amara, and
Kut from November to March (Ticehurst, et al., 1922),

Genus BRANTA Scopoli.

5. RED-BREASTED GOOSE. ¢ ddadll gemt 341 o 0
Branta ruficollis (Pallas), ‘
Anser ruficollis Pallas, Spic Zool., fasc. 6, 1769, p.21, pL4.

Branta ruficollis, Cat. B. Brit. Mus,, 27, 1805, p.124.

An uncommon winter visitor recorded from various marshes in Basra, Kurna,
Amara, and Kut. This species is probably more common in Baghdad area than
the Lesser White-fronted Goose

Subfamily ANATINAE.
Genus CASARCA Bonaparte,

6. RUDDY SHELD-DUCK. © 53,8 ot A
Casarca ferruginea (Pallas), i
Anas ferruginza Pallas, in Vroeg's Cat., 1764, Adumbr., p.5.
Casarca rutila, Cat, B, Brit. Mus., 27, 18935, p 177.

Fairly common in winter in suitable localities, Recorded as breeding in such
places as the cliffs of the Adhaim River, and the Samarra-Tekrit area on the Tigris,
mainly in May and June (Ticehurst, ef al., 1922). We have a specimen from
Baghdad dated May 29, 1951. The nests of these birds are deep holes some 14 to 20
feet long and 4 to 7 feot below ground level (Ticehurst, ef al., 1922). Ducklings
were reported in eatly June, From their breeding quarters, these ducks spread out
in winter to other localities on the Tigris and Euphrates.

Mr. E.S, Steward reported seeing nest holes in the rocky banks of the Tigris
river at Istabalat in late April and May 1947, as well as two broods of tiny youag
at the same place, He also collected 10 eggs on late April, 1949, from a nest on the
bank of the river just south of Mosul,
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Genus TADORNA Fleming.

7. SHELD-DUCK. ket N

Tadorna tadorna (1.).
Anas tadorna L., Syst. Nat., ed, X, 1, 1758, p.122.
Tadorna cornuta, Cat, B, Brit. Mus., 27, 1895, p.I7L

A fairly common winter visitor in southern Iraq.  According to Ticehurst,
et al, (1g22), this species probably breeds near Baghdad and elswhere, as an adult
with young were seen on July 22, at Lake Akarkuf, and several pairs or singles
were observed in other places in May, June, and July.

Genus ANAS Linné,

8. MALLARD, . UJ.! S - A

Anas platyrhynchos platyrhynchos L.
Anas platyrhynchos L., Syst. Nat., ed, X, 1, 1758, p.125.
Anas boscas, Cat. B, Brit. Mus., 27, 1805, p.180.

A very common winter visitor in suitable localities, but unevenly distributed.
Mallards are plentiful near Basra; fairly common in Baghdad, Musayeb, and
Amara; and much less common in Nasiriyah, on the Euphrates, Thornhill (1916)
reported seeing them in every month and supposed them breeding in the marshes,
but further evidence is required,  Not reported from the northern part of the
country. It is well known that some Mallards do not leave uatil the end of May,
and others may return much earlier that the majority of their kind, even as early
as July or mid-August.

9. GARGANEY, SRPY POT R N ESRE |
Anas querquedula 1.,

Anas querquedula 1.., Syst, Nat., ed. X, 1, 1758, p.126.

Querquedula circia, Cat. B, Brit. Mus., 27, 1805, p.293.

An uncommon winter visitor and well distributed.  According to Ticehurst,
¢t al, (1922), this species is more common as a bird of passage, to be met with in
spring (April) and autumn (August and September) migrations. It is possible that
some individuals remain to nest in our arca (Ticehurst, ef al,, 1922).

el
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ro.. TEAL. LIS O X P

Anas crecca crecca L,
Anas crecca L., Syst, Nat., ed X, 1, 1758, p.126.
Nettion crecca, Cat. B. Brit. Mus,, 27, 1895, p.243.

A very common winter visitor to be met with on rivers, marshes, and irriga-
tion canals from September to the middle of March. Some, however, arrive as
carly as the middle of August and leave within the first half of April (Ticehurst,
et al,, 1922).

:1. FALCATED TEAL. s dpiaeadde o 1)

Anas falcata Georgi.
Anas falcata Georgi, Bemerk. Reise, Russ. Reich, 1, 1775, p.167.
Eunetta falcata, Cat, B. Brit, Mus., 27, 1895, p.218.

This is a rare straggler coming so far west from its original haunts in eastern
Asia.  Thornhill (1916) shot one male out of a small flock of Gadwalls at Hanna
(near Basra) on March 109,

12, PINTAIL. il < N

Anas acuta acuta L.
Anas acuta L., Syst. Nat., ed. X 1, 1758, p.126.
Dafila acuta, Cat. B, Brit. Mus., 27, 1895, p.270.

A fairly common winter visitor frequenting rivers, marshes, and flooded places
{from mid-September to mid-April. According to Ticehurst, et al. (1922),
Pintails arrive and leave with the main flock, there being no particularly early and
late records.

r3. MARBLED DUCK, 4 P

Anas angustivostris Ménétries.
Anas angustirostris Ménétries, Cat. Rais, Obj. Zool, Caucase, 1832, p.58.
Marmaronetta angustirostris, Cat, B. Brit. Mus., 27, 1805, p. 32TI.

Fairly common and resident,  According to Ticehurst, ef al.” (1g922), this
species breeds on grass and scrub, near the river banks, as far. north as Baghdad
and Feluja on the Tigris and Euphrates respectively. Nests and eggs were
found in May and June, the usual clutch being repaorted as 5 or 6, athough as many
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as To eggs were seen in one nest (Ticehurst, et al., 1922). There are but few
winter records, one from Diala river and another from Mosul (Ticehurst, et al.,
1926).

Genus MARECA Stephens.
14, WIGEON, vyl o (SVgee o~ VE

Mareca penclope (L.).
Anas penelope L., Syst. Nat., ed. X, 1, 1758, p.126.
Mareca penelope, Cat. B, Brit. Mus,, 27, 1805, p.227.

Very plentiful in winter in suitable }ocahnes such as rivers, marshes, and
flooded areas; arriving in September and lcavmg early in March (Ticehurst,
et al,, 1022). Some may come as early as August and leave as late as the first
week of April.  Not reported from the northern part of .the country,

Genus CHAULELASMUS Bonaparte,

GADWALL. _ T NP, (il i

Chaulelasmus streperus (L.). ;
Anas strepera L., Syst. Nat., ed. X, 1, 1758, p.125.
Chaulelasmus streperus, Cat, B, Brit. Mus., 27, 1895, p.221.

Very common and widely distributed in suitable localities. It arrives in
September and leaves in March, although some were reported as early as August
1, and as late as May 21 (Ticehurst, et al,, 1922).

Genus SPATULA Boie,

16, SHOVELER, Cgar ) G kAN

Spatula clypeata (L.),
Anas clypeata L., Syst. Nat., ed. X, 1, 1758, p.124.
Spatula clypeata, Cat, B. Brit, Mus., 27, 1895, p.306.

A very common winter visitor and well distributed, arriving in late August
or September and leaving in March, but some may remain till May. They
frequent canals, small pools and puddles, as well as great marshes, lakes, and
rivers,

i
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Subfamily NYROCINAE.
Genus NETTA Kaup.

17. RED-CRESTED POCHARD.

Netta rufina (Pallas),
Anas rufina Pallas, Reise Russ, Reichs, 2, 1773, p. 713.

Netta rufina, Cat. B, Brit. Mus., 27, 1895, p.328.

This diving duck is fairly common in winter ‘and well distributed in suitable
stretches of water, such as rivers and déeper marshes, Main flocks arrive in
October and leave in March, but some may lecave as late as the end of April,

Genus AYTHYA Boie,

18, COMMON POCHARD. 4 (Sl ges A
Avthya ferina (L.).
Anas ferina L., Syst, Nat., ed. X, 1, 1758, p.126.
Nyroca ferina, Cat. B. Brit. Mus., 27, 1805, p.335.

A common winter visitor, frequenting rivers and deep marshes,  Reported
as arriving in' October and leaving in March, or as late as the middle of April.

19. TUFTED DUCK. cAlas ptde — V4

Aythya fuligula (L.).
Anas fuligula L., Syst. Nat., ed, X, 1, 1758, p.128.
Fuligula fuligula, Cat, B, Brit, Mus., 27, 1895, p.363.

A common winter visitor and widely distributed in suitable localities.  Re-
ported as less common in Amara than the Common Pochard, but in other places
it is equally common (Ticehurst, et al., 1922).  This species arrives and leaves
nearly at the same time as other diving ducks.

20. FERRUGINOUS DUCK. PERE e e

Aythya nyroca (Guldenstadt).
Anas nyroca Guldenstadt, Nov, Comm. Sci, Petropol., 14, 1769, p.403.
Nyroca africana, Cat. B. Brit. Mus., 27, 1895, p.345.
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A fairly comimon winter visitor, of which we have few rocords so far.
Thronhill (1916) reported it as common, and Ticehurst, et al. (1922) as fairly com-
mon, on flooded areas caused by the Euphrates,

21. SCAUP.DUCK. st St 805 — Y
Avythya marila marila(L,).
Anas marila L., Fn, Svec,, ed. 11, 1761, p.30.
Fuligula marila, Cat, B. Brit. Mus., 27, 1895, p.355.

A rare winter visitor in the Karun district on the southeastern border of Iraq.
We have no other record about this diving duck which usually prefers salt water in
winter, and is likely to occur in the Fao area, but not in inland lakes and marshes,

Genus BUCEPHALA Baird.

22. GOLDENEYE. PP | PSS MR § {

Bucephala clangula clangula (L.).
Anas clangula 1.,, Syst, Nat., ed. X, 1, 1758, p.125,
Clangula glaucion, Cat. B. Brit. Mus,, 27, 1805, p.376.

A fairly common winter visitor, and widely distributed, preferring rivers to
lakes.  Recorded from wvarious places on the Tigris, Euphrates, and Shat-e¢l-Arab
rivers between September and March, either singly or in small groups (Thornhill,
1916; Ticehurst, et al., 1922).

Subfamily OXYURINAE,
Genus OXYURA Bonaparte,

23. STIFF-TAILED/WHITE-FACED DUCK, e jaol d Y
Oxyura leucocephala (Scopoli),

Anas leucocephala Scopoli, Annus I, Hist. Nat., 1769, p.6s.
Erismatura leucocephala, Cat, B, Brit. Mus,, 27, 1805, p.442.

A rather scarce winter visitor, and widely distributed,  Few were reported'
in February, March, and April from such widely separated localities as Fellahiyah

(Thornhill, 1916), Kurmat Ali, and Abu Jisra — some 70 miles north of Baghdad
(Ticehurst, et al., 1922).

G
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Subfamily MERGINAE.

Genus MERGELLUS Selby,

24. SMEW, o Lo 4sdh o Y§
Mergellus albellus (L.).
Mergus albellus L., Syst. Nat., ed. X, 1, 1758, p.1209.
Mergus albellus, Cat. B, Brit. Mus., 27, 1805, p.464.

An uncommon winter visitor and widely distributed, preferring rivers to
lakes, Few were recorded from the Tigris, Diala, and Shatt-el-Arab rivers from
September to March, either singly or in small groups (Ticehurst, et al., 1922).
It probably occurs on the Euphrates river.

Genus MERGUS Linné

25. GOOSANDER. ¢ Nages Lidb — Yo

Mergus merganser merganser L.,
Mergus merganser L., Syst. Nat., ed. X, 1, 1758, p.129.
Merganser castor, Cat. B. Brit. Mus., 27, 1805, p.472.

A rather scarce winter visitor, Meinertzhagen (1914) recorded it as fairly
common in January, but he gave no specific places.  One specimen was obtained
from Suleimaniyah area on February 24, 1950.

26. RED-BREASTED MERGANSER. LIS R OO | I VO OF. 7| PR |

Mergus serrator L.
Mergus serrator L., Syst. Nat,, ed. X, 1, 1758, p.120,
Merganser serrator, Cat, B. Brit. Mus,, 27, 1895, p.479.

Its occurrence is restricted to the Fao area, as reported by Cumming (Sharpe,

1891), and by Cox on May 22 (Ticehurst, et al,, 1926), We have no other
records, 4
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Order FALCONIFORMES
Suborder FALCONES

Family ACCIPITRIDAE.

Subfamily PERNINAE,

‘Genus PERNIS Cuviér,

1. HONEY-BUZZARD. gt i o N

Pernis apivorus apivorus (L.).
Falco apivorus 1., Syst, Nat., ed. X, 1, 1758, p.o1.
Pernis apivorus, Cat, B, Brit. Mus., 1, 1874, p.344.
Pernis a, apivorus, Mon. B, Prey, 2, 1945, p.308.

The status of this bird in our area is not clear, and we have a few records only.
Cumming (Sharpe: 1886, 1891) considered it a winter visitor in the Fao area, and
obtained specimens in September. Another specimen obtained from the head of the
Persian Gulf on June 10 (Ticehurst, et al., 1926) is considered a straggler. It
15 probably a passage migrant since it breeds in western Siberia and winters in Africa,
and it is not unlikely that it passes through our area in its migration,

Subfamily MILVINAE,
Genus MILVUS Lacépéde.

2. RED KITE. v shoam Thins i 8

Milvus milvus milvus (L.),
Falco milvus L,, Syst. Nat., ed, X, 1, 1758, p.89.
Milvus ictinus, Cat, B, Brit, Mus., 1, 1874, p.310,
Milvus m, milvus, Mon, B, Prey, 2, 1045, p.228,

Although this bird has not been recorded from Iraq proper, its occurrence in
our area is likely, and Sarudny (1911) reported it on migration in the Karun
district. It does occur in Asia Minor and Palestine,

Ly
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L 3. BLACK KITE, © A3gw Bl — ¥
Milvus migrans wmigrans (Boddaert).
Falco migrans Boddaert, Table Pl. enlum,, 1783, p.28.
Milvus korschun, Cat. B, Brit, Mus,, 1, 1874, P.322.
Milvus m, migrans, Mon. B, Prey, 2, 1945, p.232.
e A very common winter visitor, arriving in August and September and leaving
y in April, but some may stay as late as early June (Ticehurst, ef al. 1g22).
. Cumming reported seeing large flocks of this race migrating from south to north,
3 between March and April (Sharpe, 1886). Flocks were also seen on May 21
roosting in date plams (Ticehurst, et al., 1022), but there is no evidence of their
breeding in our area,
Y
‘ 4. BLACK-EARED KITE. « gl s pliatiauinl g
Y

Milvus lineatus lineatus (J.E. Gray).

Haliaetus lineatus J.E. Gray, in Hardwicke, Ill, Ind. Zool,, 1, pt.8, 1831,
- P 3. plrs:

Milvus 1. lineatus, Mon. B, Prey, 2, 1045, p.242.

Few records are available, and specimens were obtained near Baghdad on
December and January (Ticehurst, ef al.: 1922, 1920). Sarudny (1911) reported
it as a winter visitor in the Karun district, and it may have the same status in
the southern part of our area.

-
Subfamily ACCIPITRINAE.
Genus ACCIPITER Brisson,
2 5. LEVANT SPARROW-HAWK, SR (7 T R 1 P R DTS

Accipiter brevipes (Severtzov).
Astur brevipes Severtzov, Bull, Soc. Imp. Nat. Moscou, 23, no. 3, 1850,
P-234. pL1-3.
Astur brevipes, Cat, B, Brit, Mus., 1, 1874, p.111.
Astur brevipes, Mon. B. Prey, 1, 1930, p.22I.

iw

.

The occurrence of this species in our area is likely. Sarudny (1911) reported
it as a winter visitor and passage migrant in the Karun district, and Weigold (1913)
saw it almost daily at Urfa (north of Iraq). It winters in Syria and southwestern
- Iran,
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6. SPARROW-HAWK, o Ealsin A

a, Accipiter nisus nisus (L.),
Falco Nisus L., Syst. Nat,, ed. X, 1, 1758, p.g2.
Accipiter nisus, Cat. B. Brit. Mus., 1, 1874, p.132.
Accipiter n, nisus, Mon. B, Prey, 1, 1930, p.273.

~

b.  Accipiter nisus nisosimilis (Tickell).
Falco Nisosimilis Tickell, Journ. As, Soc. Bengal, 2, 1833, p.57T.
Accipiter nisus misosimilis, Mon. B. Prey, 1, 1930, p.282.

The first (or European) race is fairly common in winter, arriving in late
October and leaving in early April, and occasionally late in the month, as Sassi
(1912} reported it at Mosul on April 27,  According to Ticehurst e al, (1922),
this race was observed among date groves near Musayeb (on the Euphrates) in June
and July, but there is no other positive evidence of its breeding in our area, The
wintering grounds of this race are in North Africa, but those breeding in Russia

may winter south to our area or beyond.

The second race winters in our area in small marshes (Ticehurst, et al., 1922).
Subfamily BUTEONINAE,

Genus BUTEO Lacépede.
7. LONG-LEGGED BUZZARD, ) el Gesem — Y

Buteo rufinus rufinus (Cretzschmar).
Falco rufinus Cretzchmar, in Ruppell, Atlas, Vogel, 1829, p.40, pl.27.
Buteo ferox, Cat. B. Brit. Mus., 1, 1874, p.176.
Buteo r. rufinus, Mon, B. Prey, 1, 1930, p.378.

A very common winter visitor throughout the country, arriving in late October
and leaving by the end of March; but some may stay to breed. According to
Ticehurst, et al, (1922), nests were reported from the cliffs in the Tekrit area, in
late March, and eggs were found, Reported by Sassi (1912) from Mosul on June
2, and possibly breeds there, too.

8 STEPPE-BUZZARD . Cju@-! Jasead) Gis o A

Buteo vulpinus vulpinus (Gloger).
Falco vulpinus ““Licht.”” Gloger, Das Abandern der Vogel, 1833, p.141.
Buteo desertorum, Cat, B, Brit, Mus., 1, 1874, p.179.
Buteo vulpinus, Mon, B, Prey, 1, 1930, p.372.

.

L
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The status of this bird in our area requires further investigation, as only few
records are available. Some specimens were obtained by Cumming at Fao on
September (Sharpe: 1886, 1891), and Neumann (1915) got a female from Ras-el-
Ain) in the northern Mesopotamian valley) on July, Cumming saw them migra-
ting in great numbers (at Fao) from the direction of Arabia, passing along the
river in a northwesterly direction, Reported from the western desert in April
and July (Ticehurst, ef al., 1922). It is probably a passage migrant in our area,

Genus HIERAAETUS Kaup.

9. BONELLI'S EAGLE. ; s Pyoolie = 4

Hieraaetus fasciatus fasciatus (Vieillot),
Aquila fasciata Vieillot, Mém. Soc. Lin. Paris, 2, pt.2, 1822, p.152.
Nisaetus fasciatus, Cat. B, Brit. Mus,, 1, 1874, p.250.
Hieraaetus f. fasciatus, Mon. B. Prey, 2, 1045, p.70.

Fairly common and locally resident in the Tekrit area. Ticehurst, et al,
(1922) reported it breeding on the cliffs in the Tekrit area, where eggs were seen in
February and March, = Meinertzhagen (1914) reported it from Mosul in January.
From their breeding quarters, these eagles spread over the plains in winter.

10. BOOTED EAGLE, . 3_):..“‘ n..:;\ic . i

Hieraaetus pennatus (Gmelin).
Falco pennatus Gmelin, Syst, Nat., 1, pt.1, 1788, p.272.
Nisaetus pennatus, Cat, B, Brit. Mus., 1, 1874, p.253.
Hieraaetus p. pennatus, Mon, B. Prey, 2, 1945, p.77.

Probably a winter visitor in our area. Recorded by Cumming at Fao in
September (Sharpe, 1886), and by Donald (1919) at Basra in winter, Weigold
(1913) reported it as common at Urfa,

Genus AQUILA Brisson,
11, GOLDEN EAGLE. e 4l ) Lmd Olis V)

Aquila chrysaetos chrysaetos (L.).
Falco chrysaetos L., Syst. Nat., ed. X, 1, 1758, p.88,
Aquila chrysaetus, Cat. B, Brit. Mus., 1, 1874, p.235.
Aquila ch. barthelemyi, Mon, B, Prey, 2, 1045, p.23.
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The occurrence of this bird in our area is likely, since it has been reported by
Sarudny (1911) as nesting in small numbers in the Zagros mountains, and as a winter
visitor in the Karun district (Ticehurst, et al., 1922). It certainly occurs in Asia
Minor, where it breeds,
12. IMPERIAL EAGLE. o Oldalt el Y
Aquila heliaca heliaca (Savigny).

Aquila heliaca Savigny, Descr. Egypte, Ois,, 1809, p.82, pl.12,
Aquila heliaca, Cat, B. Brit Mus., 1, 1874, p.238.
Aquila h, heliaca, Mon. B. Prey, 2, 1945, p.37-

A fairly common winter visitor and widely distributed throughout our area,
The majority arrive in September and leave by the end of March. It also winters

in the Karun district (Sarudny, 1911).

13. TAWNY EAGLE. c (Bl ) gk Sl Y

Aquila rapax raptor AE. Brehm,
Agquila raptor AE, Brehm, Naumannia, 1855, p.13.
Agquila rapax, Cat. B, Brit. Mus., 1, 1874, p.242.
Aquila rapax raptor, Mon, B. Prey, 2, 1945, p.53.

An uncommon winter visitor and rather scarce, Reported by Ticehurst, et al.
(1922, 1926) from Basra, Kut, and Ramadi only.

14. STEPPE-EAGLE, - Lol Olie - Vg

Aquila nipalensis orientalis Cabanis,
Aquila orientalis Cabanis, Journ, f, Orn,, 2, 1854, p.369, note.
Aquila mogilnik, Cat, B. Brit. Mus,, 1, 1874, p.240.
Agquila n. orientalis, Mon, B. Prey, 2, 1045, P-47.

A fairly common winter visitor, frequenting the marshes near Amara and Kurna,
Reported by Meinertzhagen (1924) as common in winter near Baghdad. The Last
one seen was on April 7 (Ticehurst, et al,, 1922).
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15. SPOTTED EAGLE. s ¥ Jio — VO
Aquila clanga Pallas,
Aquila clanga Pallas, Zoogr. Rosso-Asiat., 1, 1811, p.351.
Aquila c. clanga, Mon. B, Prey, 2, 1945, p.60.

A rather uncommon winter visitor, on which few records are available from
ofir area, Seen at Amara on November 2, and one obtained at Baghdad on December
28 (Ticehurst, et al., 1922).

16, LESSER SPOTTED EAGLE. C Gomee dlaie Qlis -V

Aquila pomarina pomarina C.L, Brehm,
Aquila pomarina C.L, Brehm, Handb. Naturg. Vog. Deutschl., 1831, p.27.
Aquila maculata, Cat, B, Brit. Mus., 1, 1874, p.246.
Aquila pomarina, Mon, B, Prey, 2, 1945, p.65.

A winter visitor recorded by Donald (1919) from Basra, and by Meinertzhagen
(1914) from the vicinity of Tekrit and the marshes of Kurna, in winter.

Genus HALTAEETUS Savigny.

17. WHITE-CROWNED EAGLE. s dend) Gl - VY

Haliaeetus leucoryphus (Pallas),
Agquila leucorypha Pallas, Reise Versch, Prov, Russ. Reichs, 1, 1771,
P-454.
Haliaetus leucoryphus, Cat, B, Brit. Mus., 1, 1874, p.308.
Cuncuma leucorypha, Mon. B. Prey, 2, 1945, p.187.

A winter visitor in small numbers frequenting rivers, marshes, and flooded areas,
preying on fish,  This bird is also known as the Pallas’ Sea Eagle,

18. WHITE-TAILED SEA EAGLE. T el Olie VA

Haliaeetus albicilla (L.).
Falco albicilla L., Syst. Nat., ed. X, 1, 1758, p.80.
Haliaetus albicillus, Cat, B. Brit. Mus., 1, 1874, p.302.
Haliaeetus a. albicilla, Mon, B. Pre, 2, 1945, p.173.

Resident and fairly common in the Tekrit area where, according to Ticehurst,
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et al. (1922), it breeds. To be met with in winter over rivers and marshes looking
for fish.  Usually nests on cliffs, and eggs were found in early February (Ticehurst,
et al., 1922).

Subfamily AEGYPIINAE,
Genus AEGYPIUS Savigny.

IQ. BLACK VULTURE. . J}‘I _r“’- — \a

Aegypius monachus (L.).
Vulture monachus L., Syst. Nat,, ed. XII, 1, 1766, p.122,
Vultur monachus, Cat, B, Brit. Mus., 1, 1874, p.3.
Aegypius monachus, Mon. B, Prey, 1, 1930, p.22..

Probably an occasional winter visitor and a passage migrant, reported by
Ticehurst, ef al, (1022) from the Tigris between Samarra and Baghdad, Meinertz-
hagen (1924) saw a few on October 29 over Amman-Ramadi route in the desert.

Genus GYPS Savigny.

20, GRIFFON-VULTURE.

Gyps fulvus fulvus (Hablizl),
Vultur fulvus Hablizl, Neue Nord. Beytr., 4, 1783, p.58.
Gyps fulvus, Cat, B, Brit, Mus,, 1, 1874, p.5.
Gyps. f. fulvus, Mon, B. Prey, 1, 1930, p.25.

.J"‘J—T’

Fairly common, and widely distributed near the foothills and probably resident.
According to Ticehurst, et al, (1922), this bird may breed in the hills of Kurdistan
and Jebel Hemrin, Sarudny (1911) reported it as resident in the Zagros mountains
and breeding in the Karun district. ~Meinertzhagen (1924) reported seeing a party
of about 15 at Ramadi on Nov, 1, as well as others near Zakho and Dohuk, in north~

ern Iraq, in December, Further observations are required to locate its breeding
haunts, if any, in our area.

Genus NEOPHRON Savigny.

21. EGYPTIAN VULTURE. é {“‘,J o Ny

Neophron percnopterus percnopterus (L.).
Vultur percnoterus L., Syst. Nat., ed. X, 1, 1758, p.87.
Neophron percnopterus, Cat, B. Brit. Mus., 1, 1874, p.17.
Neophron p. percnopterus, Mon. B, Prey, 1, 1930, P.55.
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Fairly common and widely distributed. Breeds in the Jebel Hemrin ranges and
spreads to the plains in the non-breeding season (Ticehurst, ef al., 1922). According
to Ticehurst, et al., (1926), it breeds in May, and nests were found in that area,
Two specimens were obtained in Baghdad area on August 9, 1952.

Genus GYPAETUS Storr
& 22. BEARDED VULTURE /LAMMERGEIER. c 4l _,.:1 Gl VY

(rypaetus barbatus aureus (Hablizl),
- Vultur aurews Hablizl, Neue Nord. Beytr,, 4, 1783, p.64.
Gypaetus barbatus, Cat, B, Brit. Mus,, 1, 1874, p.228.
Gypaetus b, grandis, Mon. B, Prey, 2, 1945, p.2.

k fairly common winter visitor and widely distributed, Reported by Mein-
ertzhagen (1924) from Zakho and Dohuk in December, Some may be seen as late
as the middle of May.  According to Ticehurst, et al. (1922), it probably breeds
i the Jebel Hemrin ranges or in the Pusht-i-kuh mountains.

Subfamily CIRCINAE,
Genus CIRCUS Lacépéde,
23. HEN-HARRIER. AU RS WIS

Circus cyaneus cyaneus (L),
Falco eyaneus L., Syst. Nat,, ed. X1II, 1, 1766, p.120.
Circus eyaneus, Cat, B. Brit, Mus,, 1, 1874, p.52.
Circus cy. cyaneus, Mon, B, Prey, 1, 1930, p.I04.

A winter visitor, recorded by Meinertzhagen (1914) from the marshes of Iraqg.
Reported by E.S, Steward on the second half of May, 1949, between Mosul and
Zakho, and between Baghdad and Hindiyah Barrage, but no nests seen,

24. PALLID HARRIER. RS EUIE £

Circus macrourus (S.G. Gmelin),

Accipiter maerourus S.G. Gmelin, Nov. Comm, Acad. Petrop. 15, 1770
(1771), P.439, pL8,0.

Circus macrurus, Cat, B. Brit. Mus,, 1, 1874, p.67.

Circus macrourus, Mon, B, Prey, 1, 1930, p.I00.

A common winter visitor in suitable localities where scrub, grass, and crops are
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abundant, According to Ticehurst, et al. (1922), it arrives in September, and
the majority leave in March, although some remain till late April as Sassi (1912)
reported it from Mosu] as late as April 25. Neumann (1915) recorded it from
Ras-el-Ain on August 6. Also seen by Steward in late May, 1949.

25. MONTAGU’S HARRIER. canps pl o Sse e — Yo

Circus pygargus (L.).
Falco pygargus L., Syst. Nat., ed. X, 1, 1758, p.8q.
Circus pygargus, Cat. B, Brit. Mus,, 1, 1874, p.64.
Circus pygargus, Mon. B, Prey, 1, 1930, Pp.IIIL

In its status and distribution, this species is similar to the Pallid Harrier,

26. MARSH-HARRIER. S TN

Circus aeruginosus aeruginosus (L.),
Falco aeruginosus L., Syst. Nat., ed, X, 1, 1758, p.g1.
Circus aeruginosus, Cat, B. Brit, Mus,, 1, 1874, p.69.
Circus ae. aeruginosus, Mon, B, Prey, 1, 1930, p.134.

Very common and resident in localities where there are marshes or flooded
areas. According to Tomlinson (1916) and Ticehurst, et al, (1922), it breeds in
the marshes near Basra and Hindiyah, and probably elsewhere, Eggs were
found in Hindiyah marshes on May 29 and June 2, and nests with eggs in Babylon
on May 1 (Ticehurst, ef al.: 1922, 1926). As many as 4 eggs were seen in the
nest.

Family PANDIONIDAE.

Genus PANDION Savigny,

27. OSPREY. ¢ g Olie _ YV

Pandion haliaetus haliaetus (L,).
Falco haliaetus L., Syst, Nat., ed, X, 1, 1758, P.OT.
Pandion haliaetus, Cat. B, Brit. Mus., 1, 1030, P.449.
Pandion h. haliaetus, Mon. B, Prey, 2, 1045, p.478.

An uncommon winter visitor to the larger rivers and marshes. - According
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to Ticehurst, ef al. (1922), few non-breeding birds may stay as late as July, and
may even spend the summer, but there is no evidence of their breeding in our area.

Family FALCONIDAE,

Subfamily FALCONINAE,

Genus FALCO Linné

28. LANNER FALCON, e

Falco biarmicus tanypterus Schlegel,
Falco tanypterus Schlegel, Krit, Ubers., 2, 1844, p.II.
Falco feldeggi, Cat. B, Brit. Mus., 1, 1874, p.389.
Falco b, tanypterus, Mon. B, Prey, 2, 1045, p.40I.

Cumming obtained an immature female at Fao on August 30 (Sharpe, 1891),
but we have no other record, The race is also recorded from Palestine and
Arabia.

29. SAKER-FALCON. * Opd ¢ she — Y4
Falco cherrug cherrug J. E. Gray.
Falco cherrug ]J.E. Gray, in Hardwicke’s Ill, Ind, Zool., 2, 1834, pl.25.
Hierofalco saker, Cat. B. Brit, Mus,, 1, 1874, p.417.
Falco ¢. cherrug, Mon. B, Prey, 2, 1045, p.408.

This is the popular falcon that is much used by Arab Falconers in Iraq.
Sakers are know by the Arabs to breed in the Jebel Hemrin ranges in Diala Liwa.
Fairly common in winter on the open plains Specimens were obtained by Mein-
ertzhagen (1924) at Mosul and Erbil in December and January, and others were
observed by Ticehurst, ef al. (1922) at Samarra, Amara, and Baghdad in November.

Another race, Falco ¢. milvipes Jerdon, was recorded from Ahwaz in Tran but
not far from the southeastern corner of Iraq.

30. LESSER PEREGRINE FALCON. : el Y
a. Falco peregrinus brookei Sharpe.
Falco brookei Sharpe, Ann, & Mag. Nat, Hist. (4), 11, 1873, p.21.
Falco communis, Cat. B, Brit. Mus., 1, 1874, p.376.
Falco p. brookei, Mon. B, Prey, 2, 1945, p.384.
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b. Falco peregrinus babylonicus P.L. Sclater.
Falco babylonicus Sclater, Ibis, 1861, p.218, plL7.
Falco babylonicus, Cat, B. Brit, Mus,, 1, 1874, p.387.
F, pelegrinoides babylonicus, Mon, B, Prey, 2, 1945, p.398.

Both races are fairly distributed in winter, frequenting flooded places and
marshes where wild fow] abound (Ticehurst, et al., 1922). They are also used
by Arab falconers in chasing bustards. Recorded from the last week of September
to the first week of April, but Sassi (1912) recorded a juvenile babylonieus from Mosul
on June 10, and Peters included Mesopotamia in the breeding range of F., p.
babylonicus.

31. HOBBY., S R

Falco subbuteo subbuteo L,
Falco subbuteo L., Syst, Nat., ed. X, 1, 1758, 8q.
Falco subbuteo, Cat. B, Brit, Mus., 1, 1874, p.395.
Falco s, subbuteo, Mon. B, Prey, 2, 1045, p.339-

A fairly common passage migrant which can be seen on autumn migration in
October, and on spring migration in late April and May, According to Ticehurst,
et al. (1922), it was seen at Musayeb in June and July but there is no evidence
of its breeding in our area.

32, COMMON MERLIN. PRSI ETIN  |

a. Falco columbarius aesalon Tunstall.
Falco aesalon Tunstall, Orn. Brit., 1771, p.1.
Falco regulus, Cat, B, Brit, Mus., 1, 1874, p.406.
Falco c. aesalon, Mon. B. Prey, 2, 1945, p.369.

ASIATIC MERLIN. C Sl B

b.  Falco columbarius insignis (Clark),
Aesalon regulus insignis Clark, Proc. U.S, Nat, Mus., 32, 1907, p.47o.
Falco c, insignis, Mon. B, Prey, 2, 1045, p.371.

PALLID MERLIN. ~ c sl B

c. Falco columbarius christiani-ludovici Kleinschmidt,
Falco christiani-ludovici Kleinschmidt, Falco, 13, 1917, p.10.
Falco columbarius christiani-ludovici, Mon, B. Prey, 2, 1945, p.372.

Te
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Merlins are common winter visitors in small numbers arriving late in Septem-
ber and leaving early in May,  Meinertzhagen (1924) reported them from Mosul
and Babylon (near Hilla) in November and December, and obtained all three
forms. Ticehurst, et al. (1926) reported insignis from DBaghdad and Dohuk.
These birds frequent open fields, preying on Crested Larks and other small birds.

33. LESSER KESTREL. ST Sy

Falco nawmanni naumanni Fleischer,
Falco naumanni Fleischer, in Laurop & Fischer’s ‘Sylvan’ for 1817-1818
(1818), p.174.
Cerchneis naumanni, Cat. B, Brit, Mus., 1, 1874, p.435.

Cerchneis n, nawmanni, Mon. B. Prey, 2, 1045, p.455.

A fairly common passage migrant of which there are some spring records and
one autumn record only. According to Ticehurst,- et al, (1922), this spcies was
noted at Amara during the last three weeks of April, and at Feluja from April 8,
where Pitman saw flocks of some 20-30 birds passing over at intervals. He also saw
other numbers on May 5 and thought them breeding in an elevated ruin, 10 miles
south of Feluja, Reported by Sassi (1912) at Mosul on April 14 and May 2.  Very
common at Urfa, and breeds there (Weigold, 1013). = Recorded by Ticehurst, et al.
(1922) at Baghdad in the first ten days of October, =~ The only autumn record.

There are no summer records, although the bird is reported as a summer
visitor as well by Ticehurst, et al. (1922).

34. KESTREL, * Nl io o Gwge — Y

Falco timnunculus tinnunculus L.
Falco tinnunculus L., Syst. Nat., ed. X, 1, 1758, p.go.
Cerchneis tinnunclus, Cat. B. Brit, Mus,, 1, 1874, p.425.
Falco t, tinnunculus, Mon, B. Prey, 2, 1945, p.433.

Probably a common winter visitor to the plains of central and southern Iraq
(south of Baghdad and Hilla) where according to Buxton (Ticehurst, et al., 1922),
it arrives at Amara in late September and leaves by the first week of April. To
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the north of that line, Common Kestrels are resident and breeding, intermingling
with the winter visitor from elsewhere, and, according to Ticehurst also, nests
were found on the cliffs of the upper reaches of the Tigris from Fatah Gorge to
Samarra, and on the Euphrates near Feluja. As many as 7 eggs were seen in some
of the nests.  Breeding season starts from late February, and young were found
in the nest at Feluja on Ma s 25 (Ticehurst, et al., 1922) Sassi (1912) reported
an adult male from Mosul on May 28, a juvenile on June 2, and from Baghdad
(Qasr Nagib) on April 27. 'We have several specimens from Baghdad area collect-
ed in September, October, December, and January.

i
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(;caa GAILLIFOI MES
Suborder GALLI

Family PHASIANIDAE,

Subfamily PHASIANINAE.

Genus AMMOPERDIX Gould,

1, SEESEE PARTRIDGE, s

Ammoperdix griseogularis (], F, Brandt).

Perdix griseogularis Brandt, Bull, Acad. Imp, Sci. St.-Péterst.,
Physico--Math. Cl., 1, 1843, col. 365.

Ammoperdix bonhami, Cat, B. Brit, Mus,, 22, 1893, p.123.

Common and resident in hilly, stony country.  Reported from such places
as the Jebel Hemrin ranges up to Mosul, the Kurdish Mountains in northern Iraq,
and suitable cliffs and ravines near the rivers, but never from the plains, Accord-
ing to Ticehurst, et al, (1922), breeding starts from May, but full clutches of eggs
may be found about the end of May. Up to 13 eggs were found by Tomlinson
(1916) in one nest in the Karun district, on May 28.  Pitman noted it hiding in
day time, and coming out to feed and drink in the morning and evening (Ticehurst,
ct al., 1922).

Genus ALECTORIS Kaup.

2. CHUKAR PARTRIDGE. C AN e - N

a. Alectoris graeca kurdestanica Meinertzhagen,
A. g. kurdestanicus Meinertzhagen, Bull. Brit, Orn, Cl, 43, 1923, p.158.

b. Alectoris g. werae (Sarudny & Loudon).
Caccabis chucar werae Sarudny & Loudon, Orn. Monatsb., 15, 1904,
p-225.

Common and resident bird of the mountains, The first race is common round
Dohuk, Amadia, and Zakho in northern Iraq, and also in the hills round Mosul
and southern Kurdistan.



The second race occurs in the Jebel Hemrin range, in Khanakin and Kizil-
Robat, and probably elsewhere. One pair was seen in April near Hit on the
Euphrates, and Cheesman saw it fairly common along the foothills east of Ali
Gharbi (Ticehurst, ef al.: 1922, 1926),  This race breeds in the Pusht-i-Kuh

mountains, on the eastern border of Iraq.

Chukars are kept as cage birds in Iraq for their pleasant morning songs, but
they rarely breed in captivity.

Genus FRANCOLINUS Stephens.

3. BLACK PARTRIDGE. wage ¥

a. Francolinus francolinus francolinus (L.).
Tetrao francolinus L., Syst. Nat., ed. XII, 1, 1766, p.275.
Francolinus francolinus, Cat. B. Brit. Mus,, 22, 1893, p.132.

b.  Francolinus f. arabistanicus Sarudny & Harms.
F. orientalis arabistanicus Sarudny & Harms, Orn. Monatsb., 21, 1913,
P-54-

The first race is common and resident ronnd Mosul and in southern Kurdjstan:
The second race, which is slightly smaller and paler than the first, is common and
resident round Baghdad and south to Basra, :

Black Partridges are commonly found among thick scrub, especially tamarisk
and liquorice, or dense grass near water. They are the favourite game birds for
the hunters, and it is feared that they are decreasing in number in certain places.
Breeding starts in April, and eggs are usually found in April and May, and as much
as 12 eggs were reported from nests (Ticehurst, ef al., 1926). Late nesters may be
found in June due to accidents to the first nests, The male starts calling early in
March and continue well through July, and sometimes later than July, but not in
winter. :

Genus COTURNIX Bonaparte.

4. QUAIL. il e 1
Coturnix coturnix conturnix (L.).
Tetrao coturnix 1,, Syst, Nat., ed. X, 1, 1758, p.16T.
Coturnix coturnix, Cat. B. Brit. Mus., 22, 1893, p.23I.
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This bird is chiefly a passage migrant and, less commonly, a winter visitor,
According to Ticehurst, et al. (1922), Quails are first seen in March and continue to
arrive up to early May, when they are usually found in the fields and grasslands,
The return passage takes place in September.  Reported as uncommon winter
visitors in Basra area (Tomlinson, 1916), as occuring in small numbers throughout
the country in winter (Meinertzhagen, 1924), and in Mosul (Ticehurst, et al., 1926).
Some birds stay to breed in our area, as Livesay obtained eggs, and Pitman saw
voung ones at Kut in mid-June and July (Ticehurst, et al., 1922).
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Order GRUIFORMES

Suborder GRUES
Family GRUIDAE.

Subfamily GRUINAE,

Genus GRUS Pallas,

1, COMMON CRANE. g - N
Grus grus grus (L.).
Ardea grus L., Syst, Nat., ed, X, 1, 1758, p.141.
Grus grus, Cat. B. Brit. Mus,, 23, 1894, p.250.

A fairly commeon winter visitor, and generally distributed in the marshy plains.
According to Meinertzhagen (1924), Cranes start to arrive in November; and on
December 8 and g, he noted hundreds of them passing over Zakho and Feshkhabur
(in the extreme north of Iraq) from the northeast following a southwesterly direc-
tion, apparently to some winter quarters south in the country, or beyond.

Genus ANTHROPOIDES Vieillot,

2. DEMOISELLE CRANE, s i FE ey X
Anthropoides virgo (L.).
Ardea virgo L., Syst, Nat., ed, X, 1, 1758, p.141,
Anthropoides virgo, Cat. B. Brit, Mus,, 23, 1804, p.269.

The status of this bird is probably much like that of the preceding one, but
it seems to be not as common.  Thornhill (1918) saw numbers of both species of
cranes in Suweikiyah marsh (Diwaniyah). Meinertzhagen’s note on the Common
Crahe applies to this species, too,

Crane applies to this species, too,
Family RALLIDAE.

Genus RALLUS Linné.

3. WATER“RAIL. ol a\l' a‘f ‘ &.ﬁ: - Y

Rallus aquaticus korejewi Sarudny.
Rallus aquaticus korejewi Sarudny, Orn, Monatsb,, 13, 1905, p.200,
Rallus aguaticus, Cat. B. Brit, Mus., 23, 1894, p.20.
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A fairly common winter visitor and generally distributed in suitable localities,
though not so easy to come under observation,  Reported from the marshes near
Basra, Samarra, Shaikh Saad, and Hilla from September to February,

Genus CREX Bechstein.

w

4. CORN-CRAKE /LAND-RAIL. o IR e §

Crex crex (L),
» Rallus crex L., Syst, Nat., ed. X, 1, 1758, p.153.
Crex crex, Cat. B. Brit, Mus., 23, 1804, p.82.

A common passage migrant in autumn and spring.  According to Ticehurst,
et al, (1922), this bird was seen passing southward from September, or earlier, till
the end of October, or later, We have a specimen from Baghdad dated August
12, 1921. The spring passage was noted from the middle of April to the end of
May, the birds were seen passing northward, Cumming noted some birds in
the Fao area during June and July (Sharpe, 1886), but there is no evidence of their
breeding there,

Genus PORZANA Vieillot,

5. LITTLE CRAKE. *spmo de e O
Porzana parva parva ((Scopoli).
Rallus parvus Scopoli, Annus I, Hist.-Nat., 1769, p.108.
Zapornia parva, Cat, B, Brit. Mus., 23, 1804, p.8q.

A fairly common winter visitor in suitable localities. ~ Reported from Basra
between August and the middle of May, and also from the following localities:
Shaikh Saad (September); Baghdad (February); Kurna (March); Shahraban
: (March).

(&

6. BAILLON'S CRAKE, s ipmall Opb 4.~ T

Porzana pusilla intermedia (Hermann).
Rallus intermedius Hermann, Obs. Zool., 1804, p.198,
Porzana intermedia, Cat. B, Brit. Mus,, 23, 1804, p.103.

-~ Probably a winter visitor. Cumming reported it at Fao from autumn to spring
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(Sharpe, 1886). According to Ticehurst, et al, (1922), several were seen in Kurna
marshes in January.

7. SPOTTED CRAKE, skl e . Y

Porzana porzana (L.).
Rallus porzana L., Syst, Nat,, ed. XII, 1, 1766, p.262.
Porzana porzana, Cat. B. Brit. Mus., 23, 1894, p.93.

Fairly common as a passage migrant in autumn and spring,  Autumn migra-
tion takes place between August and October, and spring migration between the
middle of March and the end of May, Specimens were obtained from Baghdad
on April 1g.  Another was collected by W.H. Jeffery from H.z Oil Station on
September 15, :

Genus GALLINULA Brisson,
8. MOORHEN /WATER-HEN., c ol dolas 0 A

Gallinula chloropus chloropus (L.).
Fulica chloropus L., Syst, Nat., ed. X, 1, 1758, p.152.
Gallinula chloropus, Cat. B, Brit, Mus,, 23, 1894, p.169.

A common winter visitor in the marshes from October to March, as well as
breeding in suitable localities.  According to Ticehurst ef al. (1922), this species
breeds at Basra in May and eggs were obtained in June. We have specimens from
Hz oil pumping Station in the desert (May 10); Baghdad (April 10, and one juvenile
dated June 6); and from Hz oil pumping station (August 28).

Genus PORPHYRIO Brisson,

9. PURPLE GALLINULE, S > Sy Py

Porphyrio poliocephalus seistanicus Sarudny & Harms,

Porphyrio poliocephalus seistanicus Sarudny & Harms, Journ. f, Orn,,
50, IQII, P.240.
Porphyrio poliocephalus, Cat. B, Brit. Mus., 23,. I894, p.197.

Common and resident in all large marshes with suitable growth of reed beds
for cover, Reported as breeding in the Hammar Lake on May, where nests con-

(s
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taining 3 or 4 eggs each were found; as well as in the marshes near Musayeb
and Kurna (Ticehurst, et al., 1922), Nests were described gi,s_;nﬁa;c}c of dead reeds

with a few stalks bent over to make a slight screen, , : ==

warss a0
Subfamily FULICINAE, " 't

2 ol7s

Genus FULICA Linné

10, COOT. AW IS o
Fulica atra atra L.,
Fulica atra L., Syst. Nat., ed, X, 1, 1758, p.152.

Fulica atra, Cat, B. Brit, Mus,, 23, 1804, p.210.

A very common winter visitor and partly breeding in suitable localities, Gene-
rally distributed in all marshes and rivers, Seen very often from early October
to March, Breeding was reported in June, and many adults and young could be
seen from July to September.  Our specimens are dated October and November,

Suborder OTIDES
Family OTIDAE.
Genus TETRAX T, Forster.

11. LITTLE BUSTARD, S % PUS-PHURTS R R
Tetrax tetrax oriemtalis (Hartert),

Otis tertrax ovientalis Hartert, Novit, Zool., 23, 1916, P.330.

Tetrax tetrax, Cat, B. Brit, Mus., 23, 1804, p.287.

Probably a winter visitor, A female was obtained at Mosul on January
(Ticehurst, et al., 1926), and Thornhill (1918) saw four birds in the desert west
of Ramadi during the third week of March. ~ Vaguely reported from other places
in the country, #
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Genus OTIS Linné
12. GREAT BUSTARD. . a,-\..f S -\ ¥

Otis tarda tarda L,
Otis tarda L., Syst, Nat,, ed. X, 1, 1758, p.154.
Otis tarda, Cat. B, Brit. Mus., 23, 1804, p.284.

Probably a winter visitor, but almost confined to the plains of northern Iraq
as far south as Baghdad; but there are vague reports from Kut, Feluja, and Amara
(Ticehurst, et al., 1922). Reported by Meinertzhagen (1924) as common at Mosul
and Kirkuk areas in January.

Genus CHLAMYDOTIS Lesson,
13. HOUBARA /MACQUEEN’S BUSTARD. e e

Chlamydotis undulata macqueenii (J.E, Gray).

Otis macqueenii J.E. Gray, in Hardwicke’s Tll. Ind. Zool,, 2, pt.12, 1832,
pl.47.
Houbara macqueenii, Cat, B. Brit. Mus., 23, 1804, p.318.

Fairly common in grassy plains and scrubby deserts, throughout the country.
as resident and local migrant.  Reported by Meinertzhagen (1924) as common
in the deserts west of Ramadi, southwest of Baghdad, and near Hatra in November.
He also observed them leaving the Iraq plains after the first heavy rains in Novem-
ber, probably moving to other places with little rainfall. ~Cumming (1914) report-
ed them as common near Fao in winter, Also reported by Ticehurst, et al. (1922)
as common in the Samarra-Tekrit area and as far as Kut down the Tigris; as well
as in Hit and southward down the Euphrates.  According to Ticehurst et al.
also, this game bird breeds near Samarra where nests and eggs (up to 3 per clutch)
were found; also between Baghdad and Musayeb in May and June, and near Kut,
But Mr. E.S, Steward, who saw several birds near the ruins of Hatra during the
latter half of April and all of May, 1947, failed to find a nest.  There are eggs in

the British Museum from Zobair dated April 25, and others from a place south of
Baghdad dated March.

Many bustards were seen by Mr. 1. Ghazala of Mosul on the Khazir river,
between Mosul and the Greater Zab river, on February 6, 1953, and shot one of
them, Whether these birds belong to this species or the preceding one is not
certain,
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Order CHARADRIIFOEMES

Suborder CHARADRII

Family HAEMATOPODIDAE.

Genus HAEMATOPUS Linné,

fa

1. OYSTER-CATCHER., $ sl B . A

& Haematopus ostralegus ostralegus L.,
Haematopus ostralegus L., Syst. Nat., ed. X, 1, 1758, p.152.
Haematopus ostralegus, Cat. B, Brit, Mus,, 24, 1896, p.107.

A fairly common winter visitor to be met with on the mud banks of the rivers,
marshes, and flooded areas from Baghdad south to Fao, There are some records
during the breeding season, but no positive evidence of its breeding in our area,
although it certainly breeds in Asia Minor.

Family CHARADRIIDAE,

Subfamily VANELLINAE.

Genus CHETTUSIA Bonaparte,
2. WHITE-TAILED PLOVER, coddl Gaul Gi5Es - Y
Chettusia leucura (Lichtenstein),

Charadrius leucurus Lichtenstein, in Eversmann’s Reise von Orenburg
. nach Buchara, 1823, p.137.

Eurypterus leucurus, Cat. B, Brit, Mus., 24, 1896, p171.

(™

Very common and resident, breeding in colonies around the marshes and
flooded rice-fields, from central to southern Iraq. According to Ticehurst e al,
(1922, 1926), breeding grounds were located in the marshes round Musayeb, Hin-
diyah, and Amara, as well as in Lake Akkarkuf and Suweikiyah marsh. Breeding
season starts from early May, and full clutches of 4 eggs were seen in early June;
the nests being found on the edge of the marsh on semi-submerged islets (Ticehurst,
et al., 1922).



3. SOCIABLE PLOVER. v AL Y

Chettusia gregaria (Pallas). :
Charadrius gregarius Pallas, Reise versch. Prov. Russ, Reichs, I,
1771, P-456. :
Chaetusia gregaria, Cat, B, Brit Mus,, 24, 1806, p.174.
{
Very common in winter in suitable localities, from October to early April.
Large flocks of this species may frequent uplands and cultivated plains.

Genus VANELLUS Brisson,

4. LAPWING. o ol Dlls ¢

Vanellus vanellus (L.).
Tringa vanellus L., Syst. Nat., ed. X, 1, 1758, p.148.
Vanellus vanellus, Cat, B. Brit, Mus., 24,1896, p.166.

A winter visitor in small numbers and widely distributed, usually arriving in
late October or early November, and leaving by early March, Flocks, were
reported in winter from such widely separated localities as Dohuk, Amara, and
Basra (Ticehurst, et al.: 1922, 1926), We have specimens from Baghdad and
Shahraban dated January I and 235 respectively.

Genus LOBIVANELLUS G.R. Gray,

5. RED-WATTLED LAPWING. * mne blis 0

Lobivanellus indicus aigneri (Laubmann),
Sarcogrammus indicus aigneri Laubmann, Falco, g9, 1913, p.30.
Sarcogrammus indicus, Cat. B. Brit. Mus., 24, 1896, p.149.
& .

A common resident and widely distributed. = According to Ticehurst, et al.
(1922, 1926), this bird frequents Basra, Hammar Lake, and -up the Tigris and
Euphrates to Mosul and Feluja respectively; also found in the hills east of Ali.
Gharbi. - -Reported as breeding singly from mid-April to early June, and complete
clutches of.i4 eggs were found.  The nest is described by Ticehurst, ef al. (1926)

as built up of small clods of mud, some distance from water, There are local

[
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migrations in winter, Sassi (1912) recorded it from Mosul in January and Mein-
ertzhagen (1924) from Kirkuk and Erbil. ~ We have one specimen from Ba’quba
dated November 30, another from Baghdad (Sulaikh) dated February 24, and a
third from Akkarkuf dated March 4.

Genus HOPLOPTERUS Bonaparte,
6. SPUR-WINGED PLOVER. i) = N

Hoplopterus spinosus (L.).
Charadrius spinosus L., Syst. Nat., ed, X, 1, 1758, p.I51.
Hoplopterus spinosus, Cat, B, Brit, Mus,, 24, 1806, p.157.

The status of this bird in our area requires further investigation, Sarudny (1911)
recorded it as a winter visitor in the Karun district, and Pitman (Ticehurst, et al.,
1922) saw it near Kurna in January. We have a specimen from H, 1 Station shot
by W.H. Jeffery on April 20, 1951. Weigold (1913) saw it breeding at Urfa, and
the bird certainly breeds in Syria and Palestine,

Subfamily CHARADRIINAE.

Genus SQUATAROLA Cuvier,
7. GREY PLOVER. ¢ty 1 - ¥
Squatarola squatarola (L.).

Tringa squatarola L., Syst. Nat., ed. X, 1, 1758, p.149.
Squatarola helvetica, Cat, B, Brit. Mus,, 24, 1896, p.182.

Probably a passage migrant in the Fao district, as Cumming reported it in
September and October (Sharpe, 1891). We have no specimen of this species in
our present collection,

Genus PLUVIALIS Brisson.
8. GOLDEN PLOVER. * BB — A
Pluvialis apricaria apricaria (L.).

Charadrius apricarius L,, Syst, Nat,, ed. X, 1, 1758, p.150.
Charadrius pluvialis, Cat, B, Brit. Mus,, 24, 1896, p.191.



Probably a winter visitor, and Sarudny (1911) reported it as such in the
Karun district, ~ We have no other records from our area.

9. ASIATIC GOLDEN PLOVER. st astd P = - %

Pluvialis dominica fulva (Gmelin), :
Charadrius jfulvus Gmelin, Syst. Nat., 1, pt.2, 1758, p.687.
Charadrius dominicus, Cat. B. Brit, Mus,, 24, 1896, p.195.

The only record we have is that of Capt, Hanna who obtained three specimens

near Shaikh Saad (Amara) on January 21 (Ticehurst, ef al.,, 1922). It is probab-
ly a passage migrant, and was so listed by Sarudny (1g911) in the Karun district.

Genus CHARADRIUS Linné.

r0. RINGED PLOVER, + Gshe 31555 Ve

Charadrius hiaticula tundrae (Lowe).
Aegialitis hiaticola tundrae Lowe, Bull. Brit. Om. Cl., 36, 1915, p.7.
Aegialitis hiaticola, Cat. B. Brit. Mus., 24, 1896, p.256.

Probably a passage migrant, and most observers have confused it with the
Little Ringed Plover (Ticehurst, ef al., 1922), Reported as common in Lake
Akkarkuf on September and October. We have a specimen from Lake Hab-
baniyah dated October 23.

11. LITTLE RINGED PLOVER. S S T ORI

Charadrius dubius curonicus Gmelin,
Charadrius curonicus Gmelin, Syst. Nat., 1, pt. 2, 1789, p.6gz.
Aegialitis dubia, Cat, B. Brit. Mus., 24, 1896, p.263.

Very common as resident and widely distributed, migrating locally when the
breeding season is over.  Frequently seen in winter along the edges of rivers,
canals, and marshes, Reported as breeding on the Euphrates marshes near Musa.
yeb on June 3, and on the Tigris north of Samarra, where several nests with eggs
were found from late May to early June (Ticehurst, ef al., 1922). It probably
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breeds in the Fao district where a few young birds were obtained by Cumming
in August and September (Sharpe, 18g1), We have specimens from Baghdad
collected in early April and late August,

12. KENTISH PLOVER, R 0 S A PN

Charadrius alexandrinus alexandrinus 1.
Charadrius alexandrinus L., Syst, Nat., ed. X, 1, 1758, p.150.
Aegialitis alexandrina Cat. B. Brit, Mus., 24, 1896, p.275.

Fairly common and resident throughout our area, Reported as breeding at
Fao (Cumming, 1918); at Basra (Tomlinson, 1616); and at Kurna, Amara and
Suweikiyah marshes (Ticehurst, et al,, 1922). Breeding season is from early
April to late June. This bird was seen by Logan Home nesting in a small sandy
islet at Abu Aran (north of Kurna) in company with Little Terns, Pratincoles, and
White-tailed Plovers (Ticehurst, ef al., 1922).

13. LARGE SAND-PLOVER, CCENR ) A Jad 31355 = \Y

Charadrius leschenaultii Lesson.

Charadrius leschenaultii Lesson, Dict, Sci. Nat. éd, Levrault, 42,
1826, p.36.
Ochthodromus geoffroyi, Cat. B, Brit, Mus., 24, 18¢6, p.217.

Probably a winter visitor in the Fao district, where Cumming obtained speci-
mens in March and August (Sharpe: 1886, 1801), Ticehurst, et al. (1922) recorded
it in February, March, and August,

Genus EUPODA ]J.F. Brandt,

14. CASPIAN PLOVER, SPTL D SR

Eupoda asiatica (Pallas).
Charadrius asiaticus Pallas, Reise versch, Prov. Russ, Reichs, 2, 1773,
P.715.
Ochthodromus asiaticus, Cat. B. Brit. Mus., 24, 1806, p.230.

A migrant seen in autumn passage in November, and in spring passage in
March. Large flocks in migration were seen on cultivated plains near the rivers
(Ticehurst, ef al,, 1922). Cumming saw an immature bird on August 11 (Sharpe,
1891),



Genus EUDROMIAS C.L. Brehm,

15. DOTTEREL. ) G1385 — VO

Eudromias morinellus (L.).
Charadrius morinellus L., Syst, Nat,, ed. X, 1, 1758, p.150.
Eudromias morinellus, Cat. B, Brit. Mus,, 24, 1896, p.234.

A winter visitor frequenting suitable localities in large flocks. Reported as
plentiful on grassland near Samarra and Feluja in winter, but less so elsewhere
(Ticehurst, et al., 1922). Last recorded on April 7,  Our specimen is collected
from Diala river on October 20.

Family SCOLOPACIDAE,

Subfamily TRINGINAE.

Genus NUMENIUS Brisson.

16, WHIMBREL. e - g o T LY

Numenius phacopus phaeopus (L.).
Scolopax phaeopus L., Syst, Nat., ed. X, 1, 1758, p.146.
Numenius phaecopus, Cat. B. Brit, Mus., 24, 1806, p.355.

A passage migrant seen in autumn migration in August and September,
and in spring migration in April and May. It is possible that some birds winter
in the Fao district, as Cumming recorded this species as a winter visitor to that
locality, arriving in July and leaving in March (Sharpe, 1886),

17. SLENDER-BILLED CURLEW. o ALY Guzes Jud Sl o~ W

Numenius tenuirostris Vieillot,
Numenius tenuirostris Vieillot, Nouv, Dict. Hist. Nat., 8, 1817, p.302.
Numenius tenuirostris, Cat. B, Brit, Mus,, 24, 1806, p.348

Probably a winter visitor in small numbers, recorded only by Ticehurst, et al,
(r922) as seen on a temporary winter lake, about 10 miles north of Amara, on
December 16.
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18. COMMON CURLEW, v Jasall Olg = VA

Numenius arquata arquata (L.),
Scolopax arquata L., Syst, Nat,, ed. X, 1, 1758, p.145.
Numenius arquatus, Cat. B, Brit. Mus,, 24, 1896, p.341.

A common winter visitor and a passage migrant, frequenting marshes and
flooded areas. Reported by Cumming at Fao from July to March (Sharpe, 1886);
by Tomlinson (1916) at Basra in winter; and by Meinertzhagen (1914) near
Tekrit in januar:;f. Migrating flocks were observed near Baghdad, during July
and August, passing over in a southeasterly direction; and at Feluja, during April
and May, passing over in a northeastérly direction. We have a specimen from an
unspecified locality dated July 1, 1927.

Genus LIMOSA Brisson,

:9. BLACK-TAILED GODWIT. ¢ AN g W gl — N

Limosa limosa limosa (L.).
Scolopax limosa L., Syst, Nat,, ed. X, 1, 1758, p.147.
Limosa limosa, Cat, B. Brit. Mus,, 24, 18¢6, p.381.

A common winter visitor frequenting the muddy margins of marshes and
ltooded places from central to southern Iraq. Reported by Ticehurst, ef al. (1922) as
arriving in August and Jeaving in April and May; and that some non-breeding birds
spend the summer in suitable localities. We have a specimen from Deltawah
(Diala) dated February 27, 1931,

20. BAR-TAILED GODWIT, ) et g s gy ¥

Limosa lap;sonica lapponica (L.).
Scolopax lapponica L., Syst, Nat., ed. X, 1, 1758, p.147.
Limosa lapponica, Cat, B. Brit. Mus,, 24, 1896, p.373.

A winter visitor to the.southern part of the country. Reported from the
Shatt-el-Arab River area in January, and from the head of the Persian Gulf in late
Apcil (Ticehurst, et al.,: 1922, 1926), '
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Genus TRINGA Linné

21, SPOTTED REDSHANK. c o skl XY

Tringa erythropus (Pallas).
Scolopax erythropus Pallas, in Vroeg’s Cat., 1764, Adumbr., p.6,
Totanus fuscus, Cat. B, Brit, Mus,, 24, 1896, p.409.

Probably a passage migrant. Observed at Samarra on May 17 (Ticehurst,
et al., 1922), and at Urfa in early May (Weigold, 1913). Sarudny (1911) consi-
dered it a winter visitor in the Karun district. =~ This bird is more likely to be a
bird of passage as it breeds in northern Europe and northern Asia, and winters
south to Africa and India.

22. COMMON REDSHANK, ¢ Gl el ool _ YY

a. Tringa totanus totanus (L.).
Scolopax totanus L., Syst. Nat., ed. X, 1, 1758, p.145.
Totanus calidris, Cat, B. Brit, Mus,, 24, 1896, p.414.

b. Tringa totanus eurhinus (Oberholser),

Totanus totanus eurhinus Oberholser, Proc. U.S, Nat., 22, 1900,
p.207.

‘Both races are winter visitors and - widely distributed in suitable localities.
According to Ticehurst, ef al. (1922), they mostly arrive in mid-August and leave
in mid-May, and that some non-breeders may remain in the summer. The second
(or Eastern) race is larger and paler than the first. It seems as if both races
occur side by side in winter,

23. MARSH-SANDPIPER. _ . I gl — T

Tringa stagnatilis (Bechstein).
Totanus étagnatilié Bechstein, Orn. Taschenb. Deutschl., 1903, p.202,
pl.zo.
Totanus stagnatilis, Cat, B, Brit. Mus., 24, 1896, p.422.

A fairly common winter visitor in suitable localities, and is especially com-



ol
mon around Baghdad, as most January and March records relate to this area

(Ticehurst, et al.,: 1922, 1926; Meinertzhagen, 1924). It probably occurs in other
suitable places,

24. GREENSHANK. Sl Al . 14

Tringa nebularia (Gunnerus),

{w

Scolopax nebularia Gunnerus, in Leem, Beskr, Finm. Lapper, 1767,
p.251.
Glottis nebularius, Cat. B. Brit. Mus,, 24, 1896, p.481,

A fairly common winter visitor in suitable localities.  According to Ticehurst,
et al. (1922), the majority arrive in August and leave by the end of April.
25. GREEN SANDPIPER. ¢ pasl gl _ Yo

Tringa ocrophus L.
Tringa ocrophus L., Syst. Nat., ed, X, 1, 1758, p.140.
Helodromas ocrophus, Cat B, Brit. Mus,, 24, 1806, p.437.

Fairly common as a winter visitor in suitable localities and, to some extent, a

passage migrant.  According to Ticehurst, et al. (1922), it arrives in August and
- leaves in the middle of May.

26. WOOD.S ANDPIPER, o ol bl . %7

Tringa glareola L.

(»

Tringa glareola L., Syst, Nat., ed, X, 1, 1758, p.149.
Rhyacophilus glareola, Cat, B. Brit. Mus,, 24, 1806, p.491.

‘w

Possibly a passage migrant, although there are few winter records. It be-
comes fairly common in the autumn (September-October) and again in the spring
(April and May). We have a specimen from Baghdad dated August 18, an early
record for the autumn migration.  Recorded by Pitman in February and Decem-
ber, and noted at Baghdad on December 1 (Ticehurst, et al,: 1922, 1926),
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Genus XENUS Kaup,

27. TEREK SANDPIPER, T ‘5%1’ LN

Xenus cinereus (Guldenstaedt),
Seolopax einerea Guldenstaedt, Novi Comm. Sci, Petropol., 19, 1774,

P:473, PL1O.
Terekia cinerea, Cat. B. Brit, Mus., 24, 1806, p.474.

Probably a passage migrant in the Fao district, where Cumming obtained
specimens in August and September (Sharpe: 1886, 1891). Ticehurst, e/ al, (1920)
reported a flock on Bubyan Island, at the head of the Persian Gulf, on April q.
Being a maritime bird, it is not likely to be found on inland fresh waters, . =

Genus ACTITIS Illiger.

28, COMMON SANDPIPER. .+ Sslad _ YA

Actitis hypoleucos (L.).
Tringa hypoleucos L., Syst. Nat,, ed. X, 1, 1758, p. I_*L)
Tringoides hypoleucus, Cat, B. Brit. Mus., 24, 18096, p436

A winter visitor that becomes more common with thc arnval of pa:-.:-,age mig-
rants,  According to Ticehurst, ef al, ( 1992) it arrives as early as mid-July and
leaves as late as mid-May.  Reported as resident in Basra by Tomlinson (1916),
but this is no proof of its breeding there, as Ticehurst, ef al, (1922) remarked that
some may spend the summer in their usual winter quarte-: if they are not going to
breed that year.

" Subfamily ARENARIINAE,
Genus ARENARIA Brisson.

4. TURNSTONE, A W v

Arenaria interpres interpres (L.).
Tringa interpres L., Syst. Nat., ed. X, 1, 1758, p.148.
Arenaria interpres, Cat. B, Brit, Mus,, 24, 1896, p.§2.

{
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A winter visitor in small numbers, reported from the Shatt-el-Arab district
Aébording to Sharpe (1891), Cumming got a specimen on June 18, which means
“hat some non-breeding birds may remain in the summer. -

Subfamily SCOLOPACINAE,

Genus CAPELLA Frenzel,

30. GREAT SNIPE, * S Jalee — ¥

Capella media (Latham).
Scolopax media Latham, Gen. Syn., Suppl., 1787, p.292.
Gallinago major, Cat. B. Brit, Mus., 24, 1896, p.626.

A passage migrant in small numbers.  According to Ticehurst, ef al. (1922),
autumn migration was reported in August and September, and spring migration
in April and May. A specimen was collected by Mr, Jeffery from H.1 Station on
May 11, 1951.

51. COMMON SNIPE. Tl ) Jeder - T

Ca'jbélfa gallinago gallinago (L.). :
Scolopax gallinago L., Syst, Nat., ed, X, 1, 1758, p.147.
Gallinago gallinago, Cat. B. Brit. Mus,, 24, 1806, p.633.

A common winter visitor frequenting suitable places from northern to south-
ern Iraq,  The majority arrive in the secoad half of August and leave by early
May, but stragglers may be seen as late as the end of May (Ticehurst, et al., 1922).
We have a specimen from Dohuk, in northern Iraq, dated October 18, 1g22.

Genus SCOLOPAX Linné

32. WOODCOCK. Y i dalea Y

Scolopax rusticola rusticola =3
Scolopax rusticola L., Syst, Nat., ed. X, 1, 1758, p.146.
Scolopax rusticola, Cat, B, Brit. Mus., 24, 1896, p.671,

A winter visifor that seems to be more common in the northern parts of the
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country than elsewhere.  Meinertzhagen (1924) reported it as quite common

around Mosul, Dohuk, and Zakho in November and December,  Recorded bet-
ween October and April from Basra, Baghdad, Kut, Tekrit, Felahiyah, and Diala -

(Thornhill, 1918; Ticehurst, et al.,: 1922, 1926),

Genus LYMNOCRYPTES Kaup,

33. JACK SNIPE, YOV, [ PSS o ¢

Lymnocryptes minima (Brunnich).
Scolopax minima Brunnich, Orn. Boreal., 1764, p.49.
Limnocryptes gallinula, Cat, B. Brit, Mus., 24, 1896, p.665.

A fairly common winter visitor, generally distributed in suitable localities.
The majority leave by the middle of April (Ticehurst, et al., 1922).

Subfamily EROLIINAE.
Genus CROCETHIA Billberg.

34. SANDERLING, . Q‘JJ-M LN

Crocethia alba (Pallas).
Trynga alba Pallas, in Vroeg's Cat., 1764, Adumbr., p.7.
Calidris arenaria, Cat, B, Brit. Mus,, 24, 1896, p.526.
- .
Probably a winter visitor in the southern part of the country, and was given
the same status by Saruday (1911) in the Karun district.

Genus EROLIA Vieillot,

35. LITTLE STINT. " ag _ o

Erolia minuta (Leisler).
Tringa minuta Leisler, Nachtrage zu Bechstein’s Naturg, Deutschl,,
1812, p.74.
Limonites minuta, Cat. B, Brit. Mus., 24, 1896, p.538.

A passage migrant, reported by Ticehurst, et al. (1922) as common in the
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marshes in autumn and spring migrations, We have a specimen from Baghdad
dated July 23, which is very early for the incoming autumn migrants, It is pro-
bable that some non-breeding birds remain in the summer.

36. TEMMINCK'S STINT. s lid S aad - YT

Erolia temminckii (Leisler),
Tringa temminckii Leisler, Nachtrage zu Bechstein's Naturg. Deutschl,,

1812, p.64.
Limonites temminckii, Cat. B, Brit. Mus,, 24, 1896, p.555.
i

Fairly common in winter and widely distributed in the flooded areas and along
the rivers in suitable places (Ticehurst, ef al., 1922). Some may be seen on pas.
sage in autumn and spring.  Recently collected by Mr. Jeffery from H.1 Station
on May, 1951, probably a spring migrant,

37. DUNLIN, © Aoy _ YV

Erolia alpina alpina (L.).
Tringa alpina L., Syst. Nat,, ed, X, 1, 1758, p.140,
Pelidna alpina, Cat. B, Brit. Mus., 24, 1896, p.6oz.

A common winter visitor, arriving in early August and leaving by the middle
of May. Some non-breeding birds may remain in the summer, when they are
seen on the edges of marshes, flooded fields, or river banks (Ticehurst, et al.,

1022).

38. CURLEW-SANDPIPER, o M Ol S ~ YA

Erolia testacea (Pallas).
Scolopax testacea Pallas, in Vroeg’s Cat., 1764, Adumbr., p.5.
Ancylochilus subarquatus, Cat. B, Brit. Mus., 24, 1896, p.586.

Reported by Meinertzhagen (1914) in winter, and by Ticehurst, ef al. (1922}
at Amara in December and April. Specimens were also obtained by Ticehurst,
et al, (1926) at Fao on April 23, and at Boonah Island on June 10, both were in
the breeding dress.
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Genus LIMICOLA Koch.

29, PROAD-BILLED SANDPIPER. ‘ot Sk — YA

Limicola falcinellus falcinellus (Pontoppidan),
Scolopax falcinellus Pontoppidan, Danske Atlas, 1, 1763, p-623. pl.2s.
Limicola platyrhyncha, Cat. B. Brit. Mus., 24, 1806, p.612.

" The only record we have is that of Cumming who got specimens at Fao in
August and September (Sharpe, 1891).  These birds could either be early winter
visitors or passage migrants, as the species usually winters in the Persian Gulf,
western India, and the Red Sea,

Genus PHILOMACHUS Merrem.
40. RUFF, A L g

Philomachus pugnax (L.).
Tringa pugnax L., Syst. Nat., ed. X, 1, 1758, p.148. A
Pavoncella pugnax, Cat, B. Brit, Mus., 24, 1896, p.500.

A fairly common:winter visitor and passage migrant, frequenting marshes
and rivers, It becomes more abundant by the influx of autumn 'and spring
migrants (Ticehurst, et al. 1922), We have a specimen from Baghdad dated
August 27, an early autumn record.

~ Family. RECURVIROSTRIDAE,

Subfamily RECURVIROSTRINAE.
Genus HIMANTOPUS Brisson.

41. BLACK-WINGED STILT, o Sl dihengl — 0

Himantopus himantopus himantopus (L.). :
Charadrius himantopus L., Syst. Nat,, ed. X, 1, 1758, p.151.'
Himantopus himantopus, Cat, B, Brit, Mus., 24, 1896, p.310.

7 €ommon and resident in the marshes of central dnd southern Iraq.  Accord-
ing to Ticehurst, ef al, (1922, 1926), breeding quarters were found in the marshes of
Amara, Basra, Hindiyah Barrage, Musayeb, and Suweikiyah where nests and eggs

]
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(3 or l4 per nest) were reported in late May and early June. The nest was described
as a slight despression on a mud moufid, contructed by the parents, well above the
general level of the marsh. In winter is spreads out to shallow waters and river
banks.

Genus RECURVIROSTRA Linné
42. AVOCET, TREELR AR

Recurvirosira avosetta L,
Recurvirostra avosetta, L., Syst. Nat., ed. X, 1, 1758, p.15T.
Recurvirostra avocetta, Cat. B, Brit, Mus,, 24, 1896, p.326.

Fairly common and resident. Reported by Ticehurst, et al, (1922) as breed-
ing near Musayeb, where a nest with 4 eggs was found on June 3, and probably
in Lake Akkarkuf also. The nest is a simple depression in the ground on the
cdge of a marsh, lined with little grass.  In winter it spreads out to the rivers and

marshes,
Family PHALAROPODIDAE,
Genus LOBIPES Cuvier
43. RED-NECKED PHALAROPE. . r.-t.h'.]\ gamain Saad _ £Y

Lobipes lobatus (L.).
Tringa lobata L., Syst. Nat.; ed, X, 1, 1758, p.148.
Phalaropus hyperboreus, Cat. B, Brit. Mus., 24, 1896, p.60S.

A passage migrant in our area, and a winter visitor in the Gulf, off Fao
(Ticehurst, ef al., 1926), A large party was seen on a pool in Wadi Tharthar, on
May 1947 (E.S. Steward).

Family DROMADIDAE,

Genus DROMAS Paykull,

44. CRAB-PLOVER, € gt i 14§

Dromas ardeola Paykull.

Dromas ardeola Paykull, Kongl. Vet.-Acad. Nya Handl., 26, 1805,
p.182, 188, pl.8. :

Dremas ardeola, Cat. B. Brit, Mus,, 24, 1806, p.28,
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This maritime bird is common and breeds in colonies in the Shatt-el-Arab es-
tuary and the small islands at the head of the Persian Gulf. Reported from that
locality by Cumming (Sharpe, 18g1) and Ticehurst, et al. (1922, 1926), where nests
and eggs were found in May. The nest was described by Ticehurst, ef al. (1926) as
a hole excavated obliquely into the sand, to a depth of 1.5 feet and length of 3 to 4
feet, at the end of which one egg is laid.  They also obtained young in down on
June 7. Hundreds of eggs, said to be very large for the size of the bird, are
collected by the native Arabs in that locality (Ticehurst, ef al., 1922).

Family BURHINIDAE,

Genus BURHINUS Illiger,
45. STONE-CURLEW, * Ple S b Ol S - go

a. Burhinus oedicnemus saharae (Reichenow).
Oedicnemus oedicnemus saharae Reichenow, Journ, f, Orn., 42, 1804,
p.102.
Oedicnemus oedicnemus, Cat. B. Brit. Mus., 24, 1806, p.4.

b. Burhinus oedicnemus astatus Hartert,

Burhinus oedicnemus astatus Hartert, Novit, Zool., 23, 1916, p.g3.

Fairly common in suitable localities, and both races breed in the country,
According to Ticehurst, ef al, (1922), Stone Curlews were found breeding on
shingle islands along the Tigris from Samarra north to Tekrit, and on Hai river, near
Kut, between May and June. Nests and eggs were seen in both places, Reported
from various other places of plain and desert nature, in nearly every month of the
year beyond the breeding season. :

Mr. ES. Steward reported seeing or hearing scattered pairs at Hatra, Oustu-
bulat, Mosul, and Greater Zab river in late April and May, probably breeding, ‘but
no nests were seen.

The first race was identified from specimens collected near Baghdad, Lake
Akkarkuf, and Samarra, The second race was identified from Khanakin.
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Family GLAREOLIDAE,

Subfamily CURSORIINAE.

Genus CURSORIUS Latham,

v

46. CREAM-COLOURED COURSER, * dews Ol 5 ¢ Juds — E7

Cursorius cursor cursor (Latham),
Charadrius cursor Latham, Gen, Syn., Suppl, 1, 1787, p.293.
Cursorius gallicus, Cat. B. Brit Mus,, 24, 1806, p.34.

A fairly common and local bird which, according to Ticehurst, ef al. (1922),
breeds in the sandier and more pebbly parts of the edge of the desert, west of the
Euphrates river, They reported seeing a family party of old and young birds at
Shaiba on May 25, and others near Hindiya Barrage and Kut in the breeding sea-
son and after, Later, in 1926, they reported finding a pair at Feluja starting to
breed on April 25, and others breeding at Tekrit, and still others seen at Mosul
on June 2, Several birds were seen by E.S, Steward at Hatra in late April and
May 1947 as well as four nests. He saw one odd bird at Samarra, We
have specimens from Iskandariyah (September), Baghdad (November), and Basra

(January).

Subfamily GLAREOLINAE,

Genus GLAREOLA Brisson,

o

47. PRATINCOLE, IS ST gy

~ Glareola pratincola pratincola (L.).
Hirundo pratincola L., Syst, Nat,, ed. XII, 1, 1766, p.345.
Glareola pratincola, Cat. B, Brit, Mus., 24, 1896, p.53.

This bird is a summer visitor and commonly breeds in colonies on the drying
edges of marshes and flooded places everywhere, where the depressions in the dry,
hard mud provide suitable nests (Ticehurst, ef al.: 1922, 1926).  Such breeding
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tolonies were reported from Feluja, Musayeb, Hindiyah Barrage, Suweikiyeh marsh,
L. Akkarkuf, Fao, Iskandariyah Canal, and near Baghdad. Breeding season
lasts from early May to late June, Nests were also found on shingle on the edge
of the river at Samarra (Ticehurst, et al., 1922), Reports show that this bird
arrives in late March and leaves in early September. and there are no records in
winter.  All of our specimens are dated May and July.

48. BLACK-WINGED PRATINCOLE. C e st et m) - EA

Glareola nordmanni Fischer.
Glareola nordmanni Fischer, Bull. Soc, Imp, Nat. Moscou, 15, 1842,

P-314. pl2.
Glareola melanoptera, Cat. B, Brit, Mus., 24, 1806, p.57.

A summer visitor aad probably breeding in our area.  According to Tice-
husst, ef al. (1922), the bizd was reported as evidently breeding in May at Feluja,
and between this town aid Baghdad, and also at Hindiyah Barraze. Reported
by Ticehurst, et al. (1922) in July and August on Lake Akkarkuf, probably breed-
ing in the same colonies as the Pratincoles.

Suborder LARI

Family STERCORARIIDAE,

Genus STERCORARIUS Brisson,

49. ARCTIC SKUA. ol et

Stercorarius parasiticus (L.).
Larus parasiticus L., Syst. Nat,, ed, X, 1, 1758, p-136.
Stercorarius parasiticus, Cat, B. Brit, Mus., 25, 1896, p.334.

The only record we have is that of Ticehusst, ef al. (1926) who said that Cum-
ming reported seeing one bird of this species near Khor Musa, at the head of the
Persian Gulf, early in spring, probably on passage.
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Family LARIDAE.

Subfamily LARINAE.
Genus LARUS Linné,

50, COMMON GULL, s M) el ¢ oy - 0

Larus canus canus L.
Larus canus L., Syst. Nat., ed. X, 1, 1758, p.136.
Larus canus, Cat. B. Brit, Mus., 25, 18906, p.277.

A fairly common winter visitor ‘to the great rivers and marshes, and widely
distributed. ~ Not reported before December, but they leave by the end of March,

s1. HERRING-GULL. T SRS

a. Larus argentatus heuglini Bree.
Larus heuglini Bree, Bds. Eur., ed. 2, 5, 1876, p.58, & pl.

b.  Larus argentatus cachinnans Pallas,
Larus cachinnans Pallas, Zoogr, Rosso-Asiat,, 2, 1811, p.318.
Larus cachinnans, Cat, B. Brit, Mus,, 25, 18g6, p.266.

Both races are common winter visitors, frequenting the rivers and marshes,
particularly at the sites of the larger towns,  According to Ticehurst et al, (1922),
they were recorded in every month of the year, and therefore some non-breed-
ers may spend the summer. It seems that the two races come and leave together,
but we have no information about their distribution in our area.

352. LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL. © )l oa) uoe - oY

Larus fuscus fuscus L.
Larus fuscus L., Syst, Nat., ed. X, 1, 1758, p.136.
Larus fuscus, Cat, B. Brit, Mus,, 25, 1896, p.250.

A fairly common winter visitor, frequenting Shatt-el-Arab area and, rarely, up
the Tigris as far as Baghdad (Ticehurst, ef al., 1922; Meinertzhagen, 1914).
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53. GREAT BLACK-HEADED GULL, ¢ A et ey = O
Larus ichthyaetus Pallas.
Larus ichthyaetus Pallas, Reise versch, Prov. Russ, Reichs, 2, 1773,
P-713.
Larus ichthyaetus, Cat, B, Brit, Mus., 25, 1896, p.176.

The only record known is that by Magrath who saw the bird on Suweikiyah
marsh in August (Ticehurst, et al., 1922), Its status in our area remains un-
certain, although it is known that the Persian Gulf is one of the wintering places of
this bird.

54. BLACK-HEADED GULL. . u...iJJ'I Syl oy — OF
Larus ridibundus 1..

Larus ridibundus L., Syst, Nat., ed, XII, 1, 1766, p.225.
Larus ridibundus, Cat, B, Brit. Mus,, 25, 1896, p.207.

A common winter visitor, frequenting Shatt-el-Arab and the two great rivers as
far north as Tekrit and Hit. According to Ticehurst, ef al. (1922), some may arrive
by mid-July, or stay to the end of May.  Few non-breeding birds may spend the

summer in our area,

55. SLENDER-BILLED GULL., ¢ O Gates ene — 00

Larus genei Brehm.
Larus genei Brehm, Rev. Zool,, 1839, p.321.
Larus gelastes, Cat. B, Brit, Mus., 25, 1896, p.230.

Common and resident, with wider distribution in winter, frequenting rivers
and flooded places from Fao and north to Feluja and Samarra, on the Euphrates
and Tigris respectively, These gulls breed in colonies from late April to June, and
colonies were reported from Hindiyah Barrage, Musayeb, Amara, Basra, Fao, and
Iskandariyah marshes (Ticehurst, ef al.: 1922, 1926). Nests are grass-built and
contain up to 3 eggs. From their breeding quarters, these gulls spread out in
flocks to other localities.

56. LITTLE GULL. topke oy — 00

Larus minutus Pallas,
Larus minutus Pallas, Reise versch, Prov, Russ. Reichs, 3, 1776, p.jo2.
Larus minutus, Cat, B, Brit, Mus., 25, 1896, p.173.

1
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The only specimen we have was obtained from Baghdad on April 10, 1950.
Sarudny (1911) recorded it as a passage migrant in the Karun district, and it is
likely that small numbers of this species pass through our area in migration.

Subfamily STERNINAE.

Genus CHLIDONIAS Rafinesque.
57. WHISKERED TERN, o ol g3 g Oiths _ oV

Chlidonias hybrida hybrida (Pallas).
Sterna hybrida Pallas, Zoogr., Rosso-Asiat., 2, 1811, p.338.
Hydrochelidon hybrida, Cat. B, Brit. Mus,, 25, 1896, p.10.:

Common and resident, frequenting rivers, marshes, and flooded areas. Re-
ported as breeding in Babylon, Kerbela, Musayeb, Iskandariyah marshes (Ticehurst,

" et al.: 1922, 1926), and in Fao (Sharpe: 1886, 1891).  Breeding season is in June

and July. According to Ticehurst, et al, (1922), the nests of this bird are large and
made of grass and aquatic plants in a semi-submerged strip of land in the marsh.

58. WHITE-WINGED BLACK TERN. -« L) [Zs 540l 500 Sk — 0A

Chlidonias leucoptera (Temminck). _
Sterna leucoptera Temminck, Man. d'Orn,, 1815, p.483.
Hydrochelidon leucopiera, Cat, B, Brit, Mus,, 25, 1896, p.6.

A common summer visitor, frequenting the marshes and rivers from Basra and
north to Tekrit, and breeds in restricted localities i1 our area, According to
Ticehurst, et al. (1922), it starts to arrive in the middle of April, and by May or
June, the majority are nesting in colonies, as reported from Hammar Lake and the
marshes of Basra, Hindiyah Barrage, and Suweikivah.  Young on the wing were
seen in Hindiyah Barrage on July z (Ticehurst, ef al., 1926). The nest is construc-
ted of weeds and mud, and is about 6 inches across.  After the breeding season,
these terns move to other stretches of water where they feed on insects at dawn and

- in the evening (Ticehurst, ef al., 1922). There are no records after September 24,

50. BLACK TERN. toagual g m Wl - 09

Chlidonias nigra nigra (L.).
Sterna migra L., Syst, Nat., ed. X, 1, 1758, p.137.
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One juvenile specimen was shot in Baghdad on September 25, 1950, probably
on migration.  This is the first record from Iraq, as far as we know.

Genus GELOCHELIDON C.L. Brehm,
60. GULL-BILLED TERN, ¢ ,._"ia__;! ¢ )u,‘.l\ \.‘5“')-’; S IR

Gelochelidon nilotica nilotica (Gmelin).
Sterna milotica Gmelin, Syst, Nat., 1, pt. 2, 1789, p.60b.
Gelochelidon anglica, Cat, B, Brit, Mus,, 25, 1896, p.2s,

Fairly common as a summer visitor, arriving by the middle of March and
leaving in late November. Reported by Cumming as breeding in colonies in the
Fao area where he collected eggs in late August (Sharpe: 1886, 1891); and also by
Ticehurst, ef al, (10922, 1926) as breeding in the islands at the head of the Persian
Gulf on May 21, and probably oa dry islands in the flooded areas of the Euphrates
marshes near Musayeb and on Iskandariyah irrigation canal. The nest is a
simple structure of twigs,

Genus HYDROPROGNE Kaup.
6b1. CASPIAN TERN. * S g s MY

Hydroprogne tschegrava tschegrava (Lepechin).

Sterna tschegrava Lepechin, Novi Comm. Acad. Sci. Petropol., 14, pt. 1,
1770, p.500, pL13.
Hydroprogne caspia, Cat, B. Brit, Mus., 25, 18906, P-32.

Fairly common as resident, especially in outhern Iraq, and breeds in the
small swampy islands at the head of the Persian Gulf. Eggs were obtained as
early as April 3, but they are usually found in May (Ticehurst, et al,: 1922, 1926).
After the breeding season, these terns become common on the rivers as far north as
Amara (Ticehurst, ef al., 1022),  Meinertzhagen (1924) reported them as common
on Hammar Lake in January, the only winter record known so far.

Genus STERNA Linné, -
62. COMMON TERN, . 4*‘;‘),_ ¢ gt il o N

Sterna hirundo hirundo L.,
Sterna hirundo L., Syst. Nat., ed. X, 1, 1758, p.137.
Sterna fluviatilis, Cat, B. Brit. Mus., 25, 1896, p.54.
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The majority of Common Terns are summer visitors, but according to Sarudny
(1g11), some may winter in the Karun district, Breeding places were reportd from
the vicinity of Basra in early June (Tomlinson, 1916); as well as from Hammar Lake,
Amara, and Hindiyah marshes in May and June (Ticehurst, et al.,, 1922),  Our
specimens were collected from the vicinity of Baghdad in May and June. The
nest is a simple depression in the land.

63. WHITE-CHEEKED TERN, e o gob ¢ b s B LNEIVL

Sterna repressa Hartert, _
Sterna repressa Hartert, Novit. Zool., 23, 1916, p.298,

Reported Ticehurst, et al. (1926) as breeding in the islands at the head of the
Fercian Gulf off Fao. The nests are simple mounds of sand, 4 inches high, lined
with a few twigs. ~ Breeding is reported in May, and one egg is usually laid (some-

times two),
64. BRIDLED /LESSER SOOTY TERN. C SV B-C YR || S § 3

Sterna anaethetus fuligula Lichtenstein,
Sterna fuligula Lichtenstein, in Forster, Descr. Anim., ed, Lichtenstein,
1844, p.276, note.
Sterna anaestheta, Cat. B, Brit. Mus., 25, 186, p.101.

Reported by Sarudny (1911) in the Karun district, and later by Ticehurst,
el al. (1926) as breeding in the small islands at the head of the Persian Gulf, near

Fao. The nest is described as a mere depression in the sand covered by salt
bush,
65. LITTLE TERN. ¢ amall pedt Gl _ o

Sterna albifrons innominata Sarudny & Loudon,
Sterna minuta innominata Sarudny & Loudon, Orn, Monatsh., 1o, 1902,
p.-150.
Sterna saundersi, Cat. B. Brit. Mus., 25, 1896, p.120,

Probably a summer visitor or resident, .reportcd by Cumming as breeding in
¥ao (Sharpe, 1891), and by Ticehurst, et al. (1922) in many other places from
Tekrit to Fao, choosing bare dry ground at the edge of flooded areas, or islands in
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the marshes. The majority arrive in late April and leave by the end of September,
although some may stay for the whole winter (Ticehurst, et al., 1922). S. a. Saun-
ersi was reported by Ticehurst, et al. (1926) as breeding in Abadan (Iran) and the
small islands at the head of Persian Gulf, where eggs were found in May and June,

Genus THALASSEUS Boie,

66. SWIFT TERN. sl sl Gilles

Thalasseus bergii velox (Cretzschmar),

Sterna velox Cretzschmar, in Ruppell’s Atlas z. Reis, N, Afr. Vogel,
1827, p.21, pL13.
Sterna bergii, Cat, B. Brit. Mus., 25, 1896, p.8q.

Reported as breeding in the small islands at the head of the Persian Gulf
among a colony of Crested Terns, and fresh eggs were seen on June 10 (Ticehurst,
et al,, 1926), It probably occurs at the entrance of Shatt-el-Arab river,

67. CRESTED TERN. S-S S0 R, Ut | || S 1

Thalasseus bengalensis bengalensis (Lesson),
Sterna bengalensis Lesson, Traité d’Om., liv. 8, 1831, p.62r.
Sterna media, Cat. B. Brit, Mus,, 25, 1896, p.86.

Reported as breeding in colonies on the small islands at the head of the Persian
Gulf in May (Ticehurst, et al. 1926). No nest is made, and the eggs are simply
laid on shingle and sand.

(4



67
Order COLUMBIFORMES

Suborder P1EROCLETES
Family PTEROCLIDAE.

Genus PTEROCLES Temminck,

1. LARGE PIN.TAILED SANDGROUSE, * Lot ) So a3 A

Pterocles alchata caudacutus (S.G. Gmelin).
Tetrao caudacutus Gmelin, Reise Russl., 3, 1774, p.93, pLi8.
Piercolurus alchata, Cat. B, Brit. Mus,, 22, 1893, p.7.

A very common resident and widely distributed throughout the country, sub-
ject to the availability of food supply, According to Ticehurst, ef al. (1922),
enormous flocks are seen in March, and again from August to the end of November,
in several parts of the country. Spring movements, they added, are due to their
mass withdrawal from winter quarters to their favourite nesting grounds; and with
the exhaustion of food supply from one place they move to another. They also
noted that autumn movements are due to their pushing further out in the desert, at
the start of the rainy season in November.  These birds do not tolerate moisture,
and always choose dry open lands with little growth of grass for their nesting.
They breed in many suitable places in our area from Mosul in the north to Fao in
the south, Breeding starts from April, but nesting is at its height by the middle
of May. Many nests and eggs were found by E.S, Steward on the desert near
Hatra in late April and May, 1949. Nests are very simple, being composed of {ew
bits of dead grass put on the ground, and slightly concealed by grass. The usuai
clutch is 3 eggs.  According to Ticehurst, et al. (1922, 1926), many nests and egg
were found in June and July, as well as young in July and early August. It is
quite possible that late nesting is due to the destruction of the original nests and
eggs, as many eggs are collected during the season by the villagers and are even sold
in the market, These birds have been subjected to wholesale shooting because of
their habits of gathering in huge flocks as they fly to their drinking places early i
the morning and before sunset.

2, SPOTTED SANDGROUSE. o Jdad ol ¥

Pterocles senegallus senegallus (L.).
Tetrao senegallus L., Mantissa, 1771, p.526.
Pteroclurus senegallus, Cat, B. Brit. Mus., 22, 1893, p.14.
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A common resident and widely distributed, but rather more locally than tie
Pin-tailed. Local migrations are related tc food supply, water, and breeding
grounds, In many places they are found among flocks of alchata, but according
to Ticehurst, ef al, (1922), this species is much more common than the former in
Nasiriyah and the Baghdad-Feluja-Musayeb triangle areas, for reasons which arc
not clear.  This is well exemplified by the range of our specimens,  Nesting
grounds were reported from the edge of the Arabio-Syrian desert, Basra, Baghdad,
Feluja, and Samarra-Tekrit area. Meinertzhagen (1924), who found the Pin-tailed
very common in the northern parts of the country, failed to find the Spotted in such
places as Mosul, Erbil, or elsewhere north of Baghdad, in November and Decem.-
ber, Further observations are required in these areas to supplement Meinertzhagen's
notes, Nests and eggs were reported between June and August, This species is
a late breeder, and seems to lay its eggs after the Pin-tailed had broods out (Tice-
hurst, et al,, 1922). Our specimens were collected in Febranary, June, September,
and October,

3. BLACK-BELLIED / IMPERIAL SANDGROUSE. PR e | WP

* o) 5 aut a3
Pterocles orientalis orientalis (L.).
Tetrao orientalis L,, Sys-t. Nat,, ed. X, 1, 1758, p.161.
Pierocles arenarius, Cat, B, Brit, Mus., 22, 1893, p.18,

A winter visitor from its breeding quarters in the Tranian Plateau. According
to Ticehurst, et al. (1922), this species may be found in flocks of alchata and
cenegallus, between the middle of November and the end of April. It differs from
the former two species in its larger size, lack of pin-tail, and black belly,

4. CORONETTED SANDGROUSE. ¢ MRe s

Pterocles coronatus atratus Hartert,
Pterocles c. atratus Hartert, Bull, Brit, Orn, Cl., 12, 1902, p.48.
Ptercoles coronatus, Cat, B, Brit. Mus., 22, 1893, p.23.
Evidently a scarce bird in our area, as we have very few records. It was re-'
ported to Ticehurst, et al. (1922) as seen, but no specimens were collected.

5. CLOSE-BARRED SANDGROUSE. *oiss Ls _ o

Pterocles lichtensteinii arabicus Neumann,
Pterocles I, arabicus Neumann, Orn, Monatsb., 17, 1909, p.I52.
Pterocles lichtensteinii, Cat. B, Brit. Mus., 22, 1893, p.29.
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Probably a winter visitor in small numbers to the southern parts of the coun-
try,  According to Ticehurst, et al. (1922), this bird was obtained at Shaiba and
seen at Sunniyat, and probably occurs in the southwestern deserts of the country
and in Jebel Hemrin foothills.  Sarudny (1911) recorded it as a winter visitor in
the Karup area, identifying it as arabicus, a race considered by Ticehurst and Grant

as indistinguishable from P. . lichtensteinii (see: Peters’ Check-list of the Birds ot
2 the World, Vol, III, 1937, p.g, footnote).

Suborder COLUMBAE

i ' ! Family COLUMBIDAE.

Subfamily COLUMBINAE,

Genus COLUMBA Linné,
6. ROCK-DOVE, . d.i\)_,ls f-L..:- PO

Columba livia gaddi Sarudny & Loudon.
Columba livia gaddi Sarudny & Loudon, Orn. Monatsb., 14, 1906, p.133.
Columba livia, Cat, B. Brit. Mus., 21, 1893, p.252.

Very common and resident everywhere, These pigeons are regularly seen in
large numbers in most of the tops of mosques all over the coutry, where they are fed
and are not molested. They breed wherever they occur in houses, shrines, ruins, and
cliffs; and more than one brood are usually reared. Nesting begins late in April,
and eggé or young are seen in May and June, Clutches of two eggs are usual,

7. STOCK-DOVE, Chpales i olag ot ¥

Columba oenas oenas L.
Columba oenas L., Syst. Nat., ed, X, 1, 1758, p.162.
Columba oenas, Cat. B, Brit, Mus,, 21, 1893, p.261.

Probably a winter visitor in small numbers, Reported by Ticehurst, ef al.
(1922) from Shaikh Saad in January and from Kut in November; and was also
identified by its call in Nasiriyah and Ramadi.

8. WO{)D-PIGEON - éu;_’ ' er ‘ uL:]ﬂ — A

Columba p. palumbus L.
Columba palumbus L., Syst. Nat,, ed. X, 1, 1758, p.163.
~ Columba palumbus, Cat, B, Brit. Mus., 21, 1593, p.299.
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Fairly common and resident in suitable places, such as palm groves and gar-
dens.  This pigeon breeds in Basra, Fao, Baghdad, Kazimain, and probably else-
where.  According to Ticehurst, et al. (1926), it builds the nest high up on trees,
and two young ones were obtained on August 2.  Breeding season is generally
between March and August. The Iraq bird is slightly smaller than the typical
race, but cannot be separated from it otherwise,

Genus STREPTOPELIA Bonaparte.

9. TURTLE-DOVE. b o ekt o Jalker o X

a. Streptopelia turtur turtur (L.).
Columba turtur L., Syst, Nat,, ed. X, 1, 1758, p.164.
Turtur turtur, Cat. B, Brit, Mus,, 21, 1893, p.396.

b.  Streptopelia turtur arenicola (Hartert).
Turtur arenicola Hartert, Novit. Zool., 1, 1894, p.42.

The typical race is a passage migrant at Urfa from the middle of April and on-
wards (Weigold 1913); and Sassi (1912) reported it from Mosul on May 2. It seems
to be rather scarce in our area. The second race is exceedingly common as a summer
visitor and a passage migrant, Cumming reported it as arriving at Fao in March
and leaving in September (Sharpe, 1886).  Also reported by Tomlinson (1916) as
migratory at Basra and as breeding there from May to June, According to Tice-
hurst, et al, (1922), this species becomes very numerous in April; but many leave in
September, and quite a few are seen up to October 25. Breeds in various places
from Tekrit and Erbil to Fao between April and June, Flocks may be seen on
passage in April (Ticehurst, ef al., 1922).

z0. RING-DOVE. - Wghe Ll Ll -

Streptopelia decaocto decaocto (Frivaldszky).

Columba risoria L. var, decaocto Frivald., K. magyar Tudos Tarsasag
Evkonyvi, 3, 1834-36 (1838) pt.3, p.183, pl8.
Turtur dowraca, Cat, B, Brit, Mus., 21, 1893, p.430.

Very common from Baghdad south to Basra especially among date groves and
gardens, and breeds wherever it occurs.  According to Meinertzhagen (1924), this
bird is uncommon at Mosul in November and December, but fairly common at
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Khanakin in December, and at Ramadi in November, The nesting season is long,
beginning from May and ending in September; and more than one brood are often
reared, Two eggs are usually found in the nest.
11. LITTLE BROWN DOVE, « Louds = NN
Streptopelia senegalensis cambayensis (Gmelin).

Columba cambayensis Gmelin, Syst. Nat., 1, pt. 2, 1789, p.779.
Turtur cambayensis, Cat. B, Brit, Mus,, 21, 1893, p.451.

A rare winter visitor, of which we have very few records, Cumming (1918)
met with one bird at Fao in January, and Ticehurst, ef al. (1922) received a female
from Amara shot by Buxton on February 1, Weigold (1913) reported it from Aleppo
and Biredjik as common and resident.  Another bird was reported seen by Chees-
man at Beled (near Baghdad) in winter (Ticehurst, et al., 1926).
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Order PSITTACIFORMES

Family PSITTACIDAE.

Subfamily PSITTACINAE.

Genus PSITTACULA Cuvier

KOSE-RINGED PARAKEET. o dighs ooy

Psittacula krameri (race ? ).
Psittacula krameri Scopoli, Annus 1, Hist.-Nat., 1769, p.31.

The inclusion of this exotic bird in our list is justified by the fact that a fair
numbers of parakeets of this species have been seen in the last few years in the gar-
dens of Baghdad and wvicinity, probably breeding. = We have specimens from
Baghdad in our collection.  This bird, probably introduced from India, must have
escaped from captivity and started to breed in the new locality.
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Order CUCULIFORMES
Suborder CUCULI

Family CUCULIDAE.

Subfamily CUCULINAE.
Genus CLAMATOR Kaup.
1. GREAT SPOTTED CUCKOO. S PR SR L S (% Ty

Clamator glandarius (L.),
Cuculus glandarius L., Syst. Nat., ed. X, 1, 1758, p.I1I.
Coccystes glandarius, Cat. B, Brit. Mus,, 19, 1891, p.212.

There is one record from Baghdad by Ticehurst, ef al. (1926) on July 7; and we
have one specimen shot by Mr, Jeffery at H.1 Oil Station in the desert, west of the
Euphrates, on May 10, 1951, It occurs at Urfa where, according to Weigold
(1913), it breeds in that region. Sarudny (1911) listed it as a passage migrant in
the Karun district, and probably has the same status in our area.

We have just received a specimen from Basra area shot on March 3, 1953, by
Mr, R. Angorly.

Genus CUCULUS Linné.
2. CUCKOO b S e |

a. Cuculus canorus canorus L,
Cuculus canorus L., Syst. Nat,, ed. X, 1, 1758, p.110.
Cuculus canorus, Cat, B. Brit, Mus,, 19, 1801, p.245. °

b.  Cuculus canorus subtelephonus Sarudny.
Cuculus canorus subtelephonus Sarudny, Orn, Mitt., 5, 1914, p.108, 115,

Both races occur in our area as passage migrants, but they are rather uncom-
mon.  Cumming shot a juvenile bird on October 10 (Sharpe, 1886), and other
specimens were reported by Ticehurst, ef al. (1926) from Dohuk, late in October,
which they identified as subtelephonus.  One specimen was also collected by Mr.
Jeffery from H.z Station on August 28, 1g50. According to Ticehurst, et al.
(1922), spring migrants appear during the last three weeks of April, and autumn
migrants from August to October.
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Order STRIGIFORMES

Family TYTONIDAE,

Subfamily TYTONINAE.
Genus TYTO Billberg.

1. BARN-OWL. . Antloe Ruige 2 iludbas dags - A

Tyto alba erlangeri W L. Sclater.
Tyto alba erlangeri Sclater, Bull, Brit. Orn, Cl,, 42, 1921, p.24.
Strix flammea, Cat. B. Brit. Mus,, 2, 1875, p.291.

Fairly common and resident in the ruins and old buildings. Reported as
breeding in various places from Mosul in the north to Fao in the south, A nest with
10 eggs were obtained from a place between Musayeb and Baghdad in April, and
another with grown young was observed on a roof of a house on June 28 (Ticehurst,
et al., 1022).

Ticehurst, et al, (1926) identified the specimens which he collected between
Feluja and Baghdad as T. a. alba (Scopoli), but this race is found in western Europe
and the countries adjoining the Mediterranean basin as far east as Palestine and
Sinai.  All of his birds were white, three spotted and three unspotted. In his
famous book “‘Birds of Egypt’” (Vol. 1I, 1930, p.364), Col. Meinertzhagen remarks
that erlangeri is very pale, and that it probably extends from Arabia to Iraq and
perhaps other desert localities,  Ticehurst’s birds may properly be referred to this
race.

Subfamily BUBONINAE.

Genus OTUS Pennant.
2. STRIATED SCOPS-OWL, ¢ b dagp ¥

Otus brucei (Hume).
Ephialtes brucei Hume, Stray Feathers, 1, 1873, p.8.
Scops brucii, Cat. B. Brit. Mus,, 2, 1875, p.62.

Fairly common, and probably resident wherever it occurs.  Reported as
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breeding in Baghdad, Hilla, Musayeb, and Basra,  According to Ticehurst, et al.
(1922, 1026), one pair was seen breeding in a garden at Kazimain (north of
Baghdad) from March 29 to May 12, and 5 eggs were found at Hilla on April 27,
as well as young ones on the wing at Baghdad on July 6. Some pairs, they said,
were nesting in holes in palm trees.

3. SCOPS-OWL. tow = ¥
Otus scops pulchellus (Pallas),
Stryx pulchella Pallas, Reise versch. Prov. Russ, Reichs,, 1, 1801, p.456.
Scops gin, Cat, B. Brit. Mus., 2, 1875, p.47.

Reported by Cumming as occurring in very small numbers at Fao in October
and April (Sharpe: 1886, 1891); and also by Ticehurst, ef al. (1922) at Amara and
Basra in April, and at Nasiriyah where Aldworth obtained a clutch of 3 eggs on
May 3.

Genus BUBO Duméril.

4. EAGLE-OWL. s hmg o iputas Y iad dag o 1

Bubo bubo nikolskii Sarudny,
Bubo bubo nikolskii Sarudny, Orn, Jahrb., 16, 1905, p.142.
Bubo ignavus, Cat. B, Brit, Mus., 2, 1875, p.14.

Fairly common, and breeds wherever it occurs, Specimens were obtained
by Ticehurst, et al, (1926) from Tekrit, Kirkuk, Abu-Ghuraib, and Akkarkuf; one
from Kirkuk on February 16 was almost in breeding condition, Observed by
Meinertzhagzn in the ruins of Babylon in 1914. Sassi (1912) recorded it from
Mosul in January and February. One of our specimens from Baghdad was obtain-
ed on October 13, 1951, According to Ticehurst, ef al. (1922), this bird breeds in
the Tekrit cliffs, where an egg was found in January.

Genus KETUPA Lesson,
5. ORIENTAL FISH-OWL, i 9% 4| T VU | [ PR
Ketupa zeylonensis semenowi Sarudny.

Ketupa semenowi Sarudny, Orn. Jahrb., 16, 1905, p.141.
Ketupa ceylonensis, Cat. B, Brit, Mus., 2, 1875, p.4.



A rather scarce bird in our area; the only record being that of Cheesman who

obtained a pair from the hills east of Ali Gharbi on October 19 (Ticehurst, et al.,
1526). It occurs in Palestine, southwestern Asia Minor, and Iran,

Genus ATHENE Boie,
6. LITTLE OWL, C 3 e by 1

Athene noctua bactriana Blyth,
Athene bactriana Blyth, in Hutton, Journ. As, Soc. Bengal, 16, pt.2,

1847, P-776.
Carine glaux, Cat. B. Brit, Mus,, 2, 1875, p.135.

Resident and widely distributed in the country, in suitable localities, It is
more common in the Samarra-Tekrit area, where cliffs provide suitable nesting
grounds,  Reported by Sassi (1912) from Mosul in February and May, and by
Meinertzhagen (1924) from Feshkhabur, Dohuk, Hatra, Ninevah, Babylon, and
Baghdad, We have a specimen from Rustamiyah (Baghdad) dated December 26,
Ticehurst, et al. (1926) identified a bird obtained from Abu-Ghuraib as A. n, glaux
a race which, according to Peters (Check-List, IV. 1940, p.148), occurs in the

North African countries.
Subfamily STRIGINAE.
Genus STRIX Linné.
7. TAWNY OWL. i PO PO

Strix aluco sancti-nicolai (Sarudny).
Syrnius sancti-nicolai Sarudny, Orn, Monatsb., 13, 1005, Pp.49.
Syrnius aluco, Cat, B, Brit, Mus,, 2, 1875, p.247.

There are a few records from Iraq; one from Mosul (Kinnear, 1926), and an-
other from Dohuk in December (Ticehurst, et al., 1926). The bird occurs in
western and southwestern Iran. |

Genus ASTO Brisson.

8. LONG-EARED OWL. S EEY "\»y'— £

Asio otus otus (L.).
Strix otus L., Syst. Nat,, ed, X, 1, 1758, p-9z.
Asio otus, Cat, B, Brit, Mus,, 2, 1875, p227.
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An uncommon winter visitor, ~ Reported by Ticehurst, et al. (1922, 1926),
from Amara (November), Nasiriyah (December and April), and Baghdad

(January).
9. SHORT-EARED OWL. ¢ lrows Loy — A

Asio flammeus flammeus (Pontoppidan),
Strix flammea Pontoppidan, Danske Atlas, 1, 1763, p.617, pl.25.
Asio occipitrinus, Cat, B, Brit, Mus., 2, 1875, p.234.

A common winter visitor, and widely distributed, According to Ticehurst,
et al, (1022), it arrives in the middle of September and leaves by the end of March,
but some may stay well through April, as Sassi (1912) reported it from Mosul on
April g. This bird frequents crops, desert scrub, and grassland,
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Order CAPRIMULGIFORMES

Suborder CAPRIMULGI
Family CAPRIMULGIDAE.

Genus CAPRIMULGUS Linné,

a. Caprimulgus europaeus meridionalis Hartert,
Caprimulgus europaeus meridionalis Hartert, Ibis, 1896, p.370.
b.  Caprimulgus europaeus sarudnyi Hartert,
Caprimulgus europaeus sarudnyi Hartert, Vog. Pal, Fauna, 2, 1912,
p-849.

c. Caprimulgus ewropaeus unwini Hume,
Caprimulgus unwini Hume, Ibis, 1871, p.406.
Caprimulgus unwini, Cat. B. Brit, Mus., 16, 1892, p.528.

All three races are passage migrants. The first was obtained by Ticehurst, et al.
(1926) near Baghdad on May 16, The second and third races are more common,
According to Ticehurst, et al, (1922), spring migrants appear in late April and well
through May, and autumn migrants in September or early October, Cumming
saw Nightjars at Fao from autumn to spring and noted odd ones here and there
in June (Sharpe, 1886). Ticehurst, et al. (1922) say that unwini probably breeds
in Jebel Hamrin ranges, and that Cheesman obtained one at Khanakin on May 21
with sex organs well developed.

2. EGYPTIAN NIGHTJAR. ST U [ [ PO |

Caprimulgus aegyptius acgyptius Lichtenstein.
Caprimulgus aegyptius Licht., Verg. Doubl. Zool. Mus. Berlin, 1823, p.50.
Caprimulgus aegyptius, Cat. B. Brit. Mus., 16, 1892, p.562.

Common as a summer visitor and passage migrant. It appears after the middle
of March, becomes plentiful in April, and settles down to breed in many places
throughout the country, and particularly in Feluja-Baghdad-Musayeb area (Tice-
hurst, et al,, 1922).  Nesting starts from mid-April, and eggs were found from early
June, and as late as July 16 (Ticehurst, ef al.,, 1926). Tomlinson (1916) noted it
breeding near Basra late in May and early in June. Full clutches contain two eggs.
Nests may be placed on shingle, coarse grazing land, bare desert, or under bushes.
According to Ticehurst, ef al, (1922), it becomes plentiful in August and September
because of the incoming autumn migrants, and the majority leave in September.
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Order APODIFORMES
Suborder APODI

Family APODIDAE.

Genus APUS Linné.

: <Y SWIFT. % :Ulkq-w ¢ b_,Ad‘ s_éUﬂ:.- - \

Apus apus pekinensis (Swinhoe), :
Cypselus pekinensis Swinhoe, Proc, Zool, Soc, London, 1870, p.435
Micropus pekinensis, Cat. B. Brit. Mus., 16, 1892, p.444.

Probably a passage migrant, and was reported by Ticehurst, et al. (1922) from

Baghdad on May 20, Sarudny (1gr1) listed it as a passage migrant in the Karun
district.

2. PALLID SWIFT. r st ikl -

Apus pallidus pallidus (Shelley),
Cypselus pallidus Shelley, Ibis, 1870, p.445.
Micropus murinus, Cat. B. Brit. Mus., 16, 1892, p.446.

A summer visitor and passage migrant. Cumming got eggs at Fao in 1886,
and found a nest in 1918,  Ticehurst, et al, (1922, 1926) reported it as breeding
at Baghdad in May, and as seen in the breeding season (June and July) at Daur on
the Tigris and on the cliffs at Kerbela, Also reported from various places on the
Tigris from March to October.  Pallid Swifts may be found on migration, flying
northward late in April till the middle of May,  There is one winter record from
Zobair (south of Basra) on February 28 (Ticehurst, et al., 1926).

3. COMMON INDIAN SWIFT. SRR NOR || SR, ¢

dpus affinis galilejensis (Antinori).
Cypselus galilejensis Antinori, Naumannia, 1855, p.307.
Micropus affinis, Cat, B, Brit. Mus., 16, 1802, p.453.

The occurrence of this bird in our area is likely, and Ticehurst, et al. (1922)
reported it from Shush (Iran) on May 3, probably on migration.
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Order CORACHFORMES
Suborder ALCEDINES

Family ALCEDINIDAE.

Subfamily CERYLINAE
Genus CERYLE Boie.
1. PIED KINGFISHER. . Ci"-‘ 7 S ST |

Cervle rudis rudis (L.).
Alcedo rudis L., Syst, Nat., ed, X, 1, 1758, p.1it.
Ceryle rudis, Cat. B. Brit. Mus., 17, 1892, p.109.

Resident and generally distributed in suitable localities not far away from riv-
ers, canals, or marshes. Breeds in colonies on the Tigris and Euphrates banks,
Tomlinson (1916) observed a large colony south of Kurna, and saw a few pairs
breeding at Basra, ~Eggs were found early in June, and full clutches usually con-
fain 5 eggs (Ticehurst, et al,, 1922).

Subfamily ALCEDININAE.
Genus ALCEDO Linné.

2. KINGFISHER, Ul & sy Byl Py

a. Alcedo atthis atthis (L.).
Gracula atthis L., Syst. Nat,, ed. X, 1, 1758, p.100.

b.  Alcedo atthis pallasii Reichenbach.

Alcedo pallasii Reichenbach, Handb. Spec. Om., 1851, p.3, pl.292, figs.
3043-46.
Alcedo ispida, Cat, B, Brit. Mus., 17, 1892, p.141.

The first race may occur in northern Iraq, as Weigold (1913) obtained a speci-
men at Urfa on April 21, and ‘Neumann (1915) obtained another at Ras-el-Ain on
I'ebruary 7. It certainly occurs in Syria and Palestine,

The second race is fairly common and partly resident,  Tomlinson (1916) re-
ported it as resident at Basra and breeding in May, and Ticehurst, ¢t al. (1922) con-

L
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firmed its breeding at Baghdad. It becomes more common in winter with the ar-

rival of winter visitors between August and April, whereas few remain in the
summer.

Subfamily DACELONINAE.

Genus HALCYON Swainson.

3. WHITE-BREASTED KINGFISHER. * Jeles ¢ sauall jaol e — ¥

Halycon smyrnensis smyrnensis (L.).

Alcedo smyrnensis L., Syst. Nat., ed. X, 1, 1758, p.116.
Halcyon smyrnensis, Cat. B. Brit. Mus,, 17, 1892, p.222.

Very common, especially in central and southern Iraq, and breeds mostly in
date palm gardens, Not reported from Tekrit-Samarra area, where there are no
gardens, but it occurs at Hilla, Nasiriyah, Khanakin, Ba’quba, Amara, Basra, and
Baghdad.  The breeding season, according to Ticehurst, ef al. (1922), begins in
April, and eggs were found in nest holes along the banks of the rivers in May. Full
clutches usually consist of 5 eggs.

Suborder MEROPES

Family MEROPIDAE.

Genus MEROPS Linné,

4. BEE-EATER. * P Doy — ¢

Merops apiaster L.
Merops apiaster L., Syst Nat., ed. X, 1, 1758, p.117.
Merops apiaster, Cat, B. Brit, Mus., 17, 1892, p.63.

A common passage migrant, widely distributed, and partly breeding. Spring
migration lasts from the end of March to the middle of May, and autumn migration
from the beginning of September to early October (Ticehurst, et al., 1922). Tom-
linson (1916) found it breeding in the Karun area, and saw a young one just hatch-
ed at the end of May, It probably breeds at Mosul as one specimen was obtained
by Sassi (1912) in June, and another recently obtained from that area on June I0,
1952.  Also seen by Cheesman at Khanakin on May 21 (Ticehurst, et al., 1922),
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5. PERSIAN BEE.-EATER. ' © S Nas = o

Merops superciliosus persicus Pallas.
Merops persica Pallas, Reise versch, Prov. Russ. Reichs, 2, 1773, p.708.
Merops persicus, Cat, B. Brit. Mus,, 17, 1892, p.66.

A very common summer visitor and passage migrant, It breeds in colonies
‘near rivers and irrigation canals. Cumming saw large flocks of this species com.
ing from the southwest, and after breeding in that area, they left in July and August
(Sharpe, 1886).  According to Ticehurst, et al. (1922), flocks of this bird arrive
from the middle of March, and become plentiful late in the month, They saw
large colonies between Baghdad and Samarra, and near Basra, where the excava-
tion of nesting holes started about the middle of April.  Some holes may be ex-
cavated in flat bare ground, and eggs were reported in the first half of May. Clut-
ches of 6 eges are usual. Well-fledged voung birds were noted in about mid-June.
According to Ticehurst, ef al. (1922), nest-holes may be 5 to 7 feet deep, and at
angle of 10-15 degrees in flat ground; but some holes may be very shallow. After
breeding, they strat to migrate away in a southerly direction in October, at the end of

which they become rather scarce.  They reappear in March, or as early as the
end of February,

6. INDIAN BEE-EATER. * Ao G Dlany — T\
Merops orientalis beludschicus Neumann,
Merops viridis beludschicus Neumann, Orn, Monatsb., 18, 1910, p.80.
Merops viridis, Cat. B. Brit. Mus., 17, 1892, p.78.

Reported by Cumming (1918) at Fao after a severe storm. It nests in small

numbers in the Karun district (Sarudny, 1911), and probably occurs, in our area,
cccasionally,

Saborder CORACII

Family CORACIIDAE.

Genus CORACTAS Linné.

7. ROLLER. d g,:;){s ‘ JJEJ ‘ d“‘ﬁ&:i — V

a. Coracias garrulus garrulus L,

Coracias garrulus L., Syst. Nat., ed, X, 1, 1758, p.107.
Coracias garrulus, Cat. B, Brit Mus., 17, 1892, p.15.
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b.  Coracias garrulus semenowi Loudon & Tschusi.
Coracias garrulus semenowi Loudon & Tschusi, Orn, Jahrb., 13, 1902,
P.148.

The first race is a passage migrant coming in large flocks from the southeast, in
April and May, and flying away westward or northwestward (Ticehurst, et al.,
1922), They come again from the north in September and October passing to the
south, Obtained by Sassi (1912) from Mosul on May 24 & June 4.

The second race is a common summer visitor, whose numbers are increased by
the arrival of passage migrants in the spring and autumn, Flocks of Common
Rollers start to arrive early in April till the end of May, They commonly breed
in suitable places all over the country, nesting in colonies on river banks, and oc-
casionally in holes in date palm trees. They begin to excavate holes in late April,
and fresh eggs were found by the middle of May (between 3 and 7 eggs in the nest).
Ticehurst, et al. (1922) say that by the end of August and the first week of Sep-
tember their number becomes very small, and no more can be seen late in
September; but we have got 3 specimens from Abu-Ghuraib on September 22, 1952.

8. INDIAN ROLLER. CgMe Bl,as - A
Coracias benghalensis benghalensis (L.).

Corvus benghalensis L,, Syst. Nat,, ed. X, 1, 1758, p.100.
Coracias indicus, Cat, B, Brit. Mus,, 17, 1892, p.10.

Fairly common in the southern part of the country along both banks of Shatt-
el-Arab river, where there are plenty of palm groves, and breeds there.  Meiner-
tzhagen (1924) reported it in Nasiriyah.  According to Ticehurst, et al. (1922), it
breeds in late April in holes in palm trees, or builds in walls. Tomlinson (1916) saw
young ones at Basra just out of the nest in late May, and late July, and
expressed the view that this bird breeds twice during the year. Ticehurst, et al,
(1926) reported a nest with two eggs at Fao as late as June 11.

Family UPUPIDAE,

(Genus UPUPA Linné.

9. HOOPOE. i SR

Upupa epops epops L.
Upupa epops L., Syst, Nat,, ed. X, 1, 1758, p.117.
Upupa epops, Cat. B. Brit. Mus,, 16, 1892, p.4.
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Some Hoopoes breed in Mosul area, and Weigold (1913) reported them breed-
ing in Mulberry trees at Urfa, and leaving in October. The majority of them are
passage migrants, and quite a few pass the winter in suitable localities, as few re-
cords relate to December, January, and February. According to Ticehurst, et al.
(1922), spring migration starts from the second week of March, and the birds are
common in late March and well through April, at the end of which they all leave,
We have a specimen from Amadia (in northern Iraq) collected on June 12, 1952,
probably breeding there, Autumn migrants may arrive as early as July, and be-

come common again from the middle of October, It is a winter visitor in the
Karun district,
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Order PICIFORMES

Suborder PICIL

Family PICIDAE.

Subfamily JYNGINAE,
Genus JYNX Linné,

1. WRYNECK. e iy - Y

Jynx torguilla torquilla L.
Jynx torquilla L., Syst. Nat., ed. X, 1, 1758, p.112.
Jynx torquilla, Cat. B. Brit, Mus., 18, 18go, p.560.

A passage migrant in small numbers, = Recorded in its spring migration by
Ticehurst, et al. (1922) at Samarra, Basra, and Ahwaz in the last week of April
through May; and we have a specimen from Baghdad dated April 3. Autumn
migration is reported at Baghdad and Basra in September. Few must remain in
winter, as Ticehurst, et al. (1926) obtained two specimnes from Mosul on January g.

Subfamily PICINAE,

Genus DENDROCOPOS Koch.
2, SYRIAN WOODPECKER, LS Y VP | EPPUE. [ V- SR

Dendrocopos syriacus syriacus (Ehrenberg),
Picus syriacus Ehrenberg, in Hemprich & Ehrenberg, Symb. Phys.,
Aves, fol, r (1833), note 5.
Dendrocopus syriacus, Cat. B. Brit. Mus,, 18, 18go, p.225.

Probably a winter visitor, reported by Meinertzhagen (1924) as common at
Mosul, Dohuk, and Zakho in November and December, According to Ticehurst,
et al. (1926), Cheesman saw a few pairs in an oak forest in the hills east of Ali
Gharbi, Recorded by Weigold (1913) at Urfa in April and supposed it breeding
there. It certainly occurs in western Iran,
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3 MIDDLE-SPOTTED WOODPECKER S % I URPOV-ZS | I VS o

Dendrocopos medius sancti-johannis (Blanford).
Picus sancti-johannis Blanford, Ibis, 1873, p.226.
Dendrocoptes sancti-johannis, Cat, B. Brit, Mus,, 18, 1890, p.288.

The only record we have is that of Ticehurst, et al. (1926) from Dohuk, but
they gave no date, It certainly occurs in Asia Minor, the Caucasus, and Iran.
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\ Order PASSERIFORMES
Suborder PASSERES

Family ALAUDIDAE,

" I

Genus EREMOPTERIX Kaup.

= 1. FINCH LARK, RS .

Eremopierix albifrons sincipitalis ( ? )
Coraphites albifrons Sundevall, OEfv, K. Vet.-Akad. Forh. Stockholm,
VII,pl.5, 1850, p.127.
Pyrrhulauda melanauchen, Cat, B. Brit, Mus., 13, 1890, p.655.

Resident in the southern desert near Shaiba oasis, west of Basra, where it was
observed in June and August (Ticehurst, ef al.: 1921, 1926). Meinertzhagen in
his ‘“‘Birds of Egypt’’ (Vol. I, 1930. p.140), referred Shaiba birds to this south
Arabian race, although, according to Ticehurst, et al. (1926), they differ from this
race by their longer wings and bills, Nomenclaturally, we followed Dr, Fried-
man’s report on the ‘‘Birds Collected by the Childs Frick Expedition to Ethiopia
and Kenya Colony’’, part 2, pp.34-35 (Smithsonian Institution, Washington,
D.C., 1937).

Genus AMMOMANES Cabanis,
2. DESERT-LARK. * Aol 8 e ¢« Lol 305 ¥

a. Ammomanes deserti deserti (Lichtenstein),
Alanda deserti Lichtenstein, Verz. Doubl., Zool, Mus. Berlin, 1823, p.28.
Ammomanes deserti, Cat. B, Brit. Mus., 13, 18g0, p.647.
a. Ammomanes deserti cheesmani Meinertzhagen,
Ammomanes deserti cheesmani Meinertzhagen, Bull, Brit, Orn. Cl., 43,
1923, P-157.
c.. Ammomanes deserti coxi Meinertzhagen.
Ammomanes deserti coxi Meinertzhagen, Bull, Brit. Orn, Cl., 44, 1923,
P.15-
Desert-Larks occur in various places in Iraq, frequenting bare plains or rocky
ground, and breeding wherever they occur.
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The first race is the commoner, being reported from suitable places in the piains
and deserts from Shaiba in the south to Shergat (south of Mosul) in the north.
One nest with eggs was seen by E.S. Steward at Hatra in May, 1949.  Sarudny
(1911) reported it as resident in the Karun foot-hills.

The second race, which is confined to the eastern part of Jebel Hemrin ranges
from Naft-Khanah to Adhaim river, was reported by Meinertzhagen (1923) in
October,

The third race occurs in the Syrian desert, and was reported by Meinertzhagen
(1924) near Rutbah, far to the west of Ramadi.

3. BAR-TAILED DESERT-LARK. C I g Lo s - Y

Ammomanes phoenicura arenicolor (Sundevall),

Alauda arenicolor Sundevall, OEfv. K, Vet.-Akad. Forh, Stockholm,
1850, p.128.

Reported by Mr. E.S, Steward at Hatra in May 1949, where he found one
nest with 8 eggs.  One bird obtained by him is now in the British Museum.  This
is the first record in this country, as the species was not reported from Iraq by

either Ticehurst, ef al, or Meinertzhagen.  This bird also occurs in Arabia, Sinai,
and Iran.

Genus CERTHILAUDA Swainson.,
4. BIFASCIATED LARK. e

Certhilauda alaudipes doriae Salvadori.
Certhilauda doriae Salvadori, Atti, R. Accad, Torino, 3, 1868, P.292.
Alaemon alaudipes, Cat, B, Brit. Mus., 13, 1890, p.518.
Alaemon desertorum, Cat, B. Brit. Mus., 13, 1890, p.5I9.

A common summer resident and widely distributed, frequenting the deserts.
Reported by various observers in, or after, the breeding season (June) from desert
localities between Fao and Baghdad-Ramadi line. We have a specimen from
Zubair dated March 1, and another recently collected by Mr. Jeffery at H.r Station
on May 2, 1951.  The nest is described by Ticehurst, et al. (1926) as

made up of thorny twigs and lined with cottony desert flowers, Up to 3 eggs
were found in the nest,
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Genus CALANDRELLA Kaup.
5. SHORT-TOED LARK. ¢ dade o c{\..n\j\ opad 5,08 O

a. Calandrella cinerea brachydactyla (Leisler),
Alauda brachydactyla Leisler, Ann, d, Wetter, Ges., 3, 1814, p.357.
Calandrella brachydactyla, Cat, B, Brit. Mus,, 13, 1890, p.580.

b.  Calandrella cinerea longipennis (Eversmann).
Alauda longipennis Eversmann, Bull, Soc, Tmp. d. Nat. Moscou, 21,
1848, p.210. '

This bird was given by Ticehurst, et al. (1921) as a passage migrant, being
reported from Samarra in October, and by Weigold (1g12) from Urfa in the latter
half of April. " But Mr. E.S, Steward recently reported seeing several nests and
eggs at Hatra in May, 1949, the first record of its breeding in our area. The
cecond race, now in the British Museum, was obtained by Cumming from Fao
(Sharpe, 1891),

6. LESSER SHORT-TOED LARK. * e oY) S el 505 - 1

a. Calandrella rufescens heinei (E. von Homeyer).
Calandritis heinei . von Homeyer, Journ f. Orn., 1873, p.197.
Alaudula pispoletta, Cat. B, Brit, Mus., 13, 1890, p.587.

b. . Calandrella rufescens minor (Cabanis),
Calandritis minor Cabanis, Mus, Hein,, 1, 1851, p.123.
Alaudula winor, Cat, B, Brit, Mus., 13, 1890, p.588.

c. Calandrella rufescens persica (Sharpe).
Alaudula persica Sharpe, Cat, B. Brit, Mus., 13, 1890, p.590.

d.  Calandrella rufescens pseudobaetica Stegmann.
Calandrella minor pseudobaetica Stegmann, Orn, Monatsb., 40, 1032,
P-54. ' :

The first race occurs in grassy plains in winter from mid-October to the end
of February. _Large flocks were reported as arriving plentifully in October, in
Samarra district, and leaving in late February, although a few were noted during
March both in Baghdad and Feluja (Ticehurst, et al., 1921).

The second race breeds in our area, and is found both in the breeding. season -
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and in winter, According to Ticehurst, ef al. (1926), Cheesman found a few
pairs of this race breeding near Baghdad, and came across some nests in June
which contained 3 or 4 eggs each.  He described the nest as a cup-shaped hollow
in the ground covered by branches of Acacia, and constructed of fine grasses inter-
woven with wool and threads, Cumming collected two birds of this race at Fao on
August 26 and September 25 (Sharpe, 1886). Sarudny (1911) listed it among
winter visitors and passage migrants in the Karun district.

The third race was reported from the Zubair-Fao area only, and probably
breeds there, as one juvenile bird was obtained by LaPersonne from Jebel Senam,
near Zubair, on June 28 (Tichurst, et al., 1926).

The fourth race was first described by Stegmann (1932) who obtained his type-

specimen from Kapa-siva, Kurdistan, and included Mosul, Urmia, and northern
Iran in its range,

Genus MELANOCORYPHA Boie.

7. CALANDRA LARK, ¢ Jukoig i Y

a. Melanocorypha calandra calandra (L.),
Alauda calandra L,, Syst. Nat., ed. XII 1, 1766, p.288.
Melanocorypha calandra, Cat. B. Brit, Mus., 13, 1890, p.551."

b.  Melanocorypha calandra psammochroa Hartert.

Melanocorypha calandra psammochroa Hartert, Vog. Pal, Fauna, 1904,
p.210.

Calandra Larks are winter visitors, and locally distributed,  The first race
is much commoner on the uplands north of Baghdad than on the plains southwards.
Reported by Sassi (1912) at Mosul in January and February; by Meinertzhagen
(1924) as common at Shegrat, Hatra, Mosul, Erbil, and Kirkuk in November and
December; and by Ticehurst, ef al. (1921) as arriving in large flocks in the Samara-
Tekrit area in December and nesting by the end of February. (Clutches of 4 or 5
eggs were reported in late March and again in late May, indicating a second brood.
The majority seem to leave in April,  Weigold (1912) noted large flocks of this
species at Urfa on passage in mid-April, and Sarudny (19171) considered it a winter
visitor in the Karun district, Also recorded from Kumait (Amara Liwa) in
February,

-
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Meinertzhagen recognized his birds from the northern district as hebraica.
which he recently considered a synonym of calandra (P.Z.S,, 121, pt. 1, 1051,
pp.81-132),

8. BIMACULATED LARK. s S Jeke ;_):,; i._'.)\ P °.)--’ B -

Melanocorypha bimaculata (Ménétries).
Alauda bimaculata Ménétries, Cat, Rais. Cauc., 1832, p.37.

Melanocorypha bimaculata, Cat, B. Brit. Mus., 13, 1890, p.555.

This is typically a mountain bird in its breeding range (which includes, Iran,
Asia Minor, and Syria) but preferring desert conditions to cultivation in winter
(Meinertzhagen: Birds of Egypt, 1, 1930, p.134.). There is one record only by
Cheesman who saw on April 19 several pairs, evidently breeding, in the Samarra-
Tekrit area (Ticehurst, ef al., 1921). Its status’in our area requires further in-
vestigation, Sarudny (1911) considered it a winter visitor in the Karun district.

Vaurie, in his “‘Study of the Asiatic Larks”’ (Bull. Amer, Mus, Nat. Hist., g7,
1051, p.483), considers rufescens the breeding race of Asia Minor and Syria, being
distinctly more rufous throughout than Ménétriés race,

Genus EREMOPHILA Boie.

9. DESERT HORNED LARK. R T

Eremophila alpestris bilopha (Temminck),
Alauda bilopha Temminck, Pl, Col., 3, 1823, pl.244, fig.1.
Otocorys bilopha, Cat, B. Brit. Mus., 13, 1890, p.537.

Recorded by Ticehurst, et al. (1921) from Samarra on December 12, from
the desert in January, and from Daur on February 9.  Also reported by Meiner-
tzhagen (1924) as common in the desert west of Ramadi.  According to Meiner-
tzhagen (Ibis, 1928, p.524), this race extends from the western Sahara to Egypt,
Sinai, north to about the latitude of Damascus in the north Syrian Desert and east
to the western desert of Iraq; southern limits in Arabia unknown, This puts the
eastern limits of bilopha as far as Samarra in Iraq.
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Genus GALERIDA Boie;
10. CRESTED LARK. 'ﬁ)sxi‘i?}:*:x*:’—\'

Galerida cristata altirostris Brehm.
“Galerida altirostris Brehm, Vogelfang, 18535, p.124.
Galerita cristata, Cat, B, Brit, Mus., 13, 18g0, p.626,

This 1s the most common lark in Iraq and more widely distributed, although
it is scarcer in the bare desert and thick scrub, Breeding starts late in February,
and by the middle of April many have nests and some are incubating; newly hat-
ched young were found on May 29 (Ticehurst, ef al., 1921), The nest is described
by them as untidy and scanty, consisting of dry sticks, straw, etc., and placed in
any convenient hollow under the cover of grass, clods of earth, or bushes.  Full
“clutches consist of 4-5 eggs. Cumming observed that Crested Larks, after breed-
ing in the Fao district, migrate away in April, and they are all back again in August
(Sharpe, 1886). We have some evidence that these larks are present in Hindiyah
Barrage on May 17, in Shaiba on June 18, and in Baghdad on June 24. The rest
of our specimens were obtained from October to March,

Genus ALAUDA Linné.
11. SKYLARK v e S o V)

a. Alauda arvensis cantarella Bonaparte.

Alauda cantarella Bonaparte, Iconogr. Faun, Ital. Uccelli, Introd,
1832 - 1841, p.5.
Alauda arvensis, Cat, B, Brit. Mus., 13, 1800, p.566.
b. Alauda arvensis dulcivox Brooks.
Alauda dulcivox Brooks, Stray Feathers, 1, 1873, p.484.

Skylarks are winter visitors, frequenting green or desert plains, from Mosul to
Basra, According to Ticehu;st, et al, (1921), they arrive in late October and leave
in March, but we have a specimen from Jelowla Military Camp (in the
Jebel Hamrin ranges) dated April 27.  They might be found associated with Ca-
landra Larks,

The first (or eastern) race, is the commonest of the two. The second, which
is the southeast European from, is darker than the first, Both races were recorded
by Sarudny (1g11) as winter visitors in the Karun district.
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12. WOODLARK. oL N Sl o Y

Alauda arborea pallida (Sarudny),
Lullula arborea pallida Sarudny, Orn, Monatsb,, 1902, p.54.
Lullula arborea, Cat, B. Brit, Mus., 13, 18g0, p.636.

An uncommon winter visitor which must have been overlooked by most
observers, or otherwise very local, Ticehurst ef al. (1921, 1926) reported it as
plentiful in small parties on river banks at Amara from November to February 10,
and less common at Dohuk on November 14, Sarudny (1911) reported it as
breeding in the Zagros mountains of western Iran.

Family HIRUNDINIDAE.
Genus RIPARIA Forster.

13. SAND-MARTIN. ¢ oagblatd) Olles VY

Riparia riparia riparia (L.).
Hirundo riparia 1., Syst. Nat,, ed. X, 1, 1758, p.1092.
Cotile riparia, Cat, B. Brit, Mus,, 10, 1885, p.gb.

A common summer visitor, breeding on the steeper banks of the Tigris and
Euphrates.  According to Ticehurst, et al. (1921), it arrives in the last days ot
March, becoming very plentiful in April, excavates its hole-nests in early June
when eggs could be found by the middle of the month, and leaves in July and
August, But passage migrants from elsewhere increase their number in spring
and autumn, Migrating flocks were noted in April following the line of Jebel
Hemrin ranges and directed northwards, and others in September directed south-
wards; the majority, however, leave by the third week in October (Ticehurst,
et al,, 1921). Cumming noted this bird at Fao in every month except January
and February (Sharpe, 1886).

Genus HIRUNDO Linné.
14. PALE CRAG-MARTIN. + ool el Ol _ \E

Hirundo obsoleta perpallida Vaurie,
Hirundo obsoleta perpallida Vaurie, Am, Mus. Nov., No, 1529, 1051,
P-I5.
Cotile obsoleta, Cat, B. Brit. Mus,, 10, 1885, p.I1I.
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According to Ticehurst, et al. (1926). one specimen collected by Cumming at
Fao is now in the British Museum, Sarudny (1911) considered it a passage mig-
rant in the Karun district. = This race ranges from Fao to the coastal districts of
Saudi Arabia on the Persian Gulf. Its status in our area requires further inves-
tigation, Nomenclaturally, the bird was first related to the genus Riparia, then
to a separate genus Ftyonoprogne, and later to Hirundo because of the similarity
of habits in the true Swallows and Crag Martins (Vaurie: Notes on some Asiatic

Swallows, Am, Mus, Novit., No, 1529, 1051, p.2).
15. SWALLOW. S Y NCOUIPERCIVIP [P SO

Hirundo rustica rustica L,
Hirundo rustica L., Syst, Nat,, ed. X, 1, 1758, p.101.
Hirundo rustica, Cat. B, Brit. Mus., 10, 1885, p.128,

A very common summer visitor, and widely distributed. According to
Ticehurst, et al, (1921), Swallows arrfve in the second week of February, build
in March on various sites (houses, cliffs, huts, etc.), and probably rear two broods
as fresh eggs were reported in April 20 and young ones on the wing on April 26,
They start to move away at the end of August, and become scarce in early Sep-
tember.  Spring and autumn migrations were also observed in March and Octo-
ber respectively (Ticehurst, et al.: 1921, 1926). Cumming noted them at Fao
in every month except December and January when they were entirely absent
(Sharpe, 1886).  Tichurst, ef al, (1921) remarked that some wanderers from the
Palestinian from, fransitiva, may be met with in our area,

16. RED-RUMPED SWALLOW. o el jes) g o VT

Hirundo dawrica rufula Temminck,
Hirundo rufula Temminck, Man, d’Orn., ed. III, 2, 1835, p.208.
Hirundo rufula, Cat. B, Brit. Mus,, 10, 1885, p.156.

Rather scarce and probably breeds in the eastern part of the country, as
well as a passage migrant elsewhere, According to Ticehurst, ef al, (1921), it was
seen on passage at Feluja on March 26, Tomlinson (1908) observed two pairs
near Ahwaz in April and two others near Shustar beginning to build on April 19.
Both places are in Iran.  According to Ticehurst, et al, (1926), Cheesman saw
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an old nest containing a single rotten egg in a cave in a cliff east of Ali Gharbi,

Sarudny (1911) considered it a winter visitor and passage migrant in the Karun
District,

Genus DELICHON Moore.

17. HOUSE-MARTIN, ¢ e Olhs VY

Delichon urbica urbica (L.).
Hirundo wrbica L., Syst. Nat,, ed. X, 1, 1758, p.1092.
Chelidon wrbica, Cat. B. Brit, Mus,, 10, 1885, p.87.

Probably a passage migrant in small numbers, but all available records re-
fer to the spring migration. Noted at Akkarkuf on February 23, and at Diala
river flying northwards over the desert on April 28; also reported by Buxton as
arriving at Amara on April 5 and leaving by May 5 (Ticehurst, ef al.: 1921, 1926).
This race breeds throughout Europe, Asia Minor, Syria, and Palestine.  Accord-
ing to Vaurie (Am. Mus, Novit,, No. 1520, 1051, p.43) the separation of meridio-
nalis from urbica is not justified, as there is a considerable degree of overlapping
in their wing measurements,

Family ORIOLIDAE,

Genus ORIOLUS Linné.

18. GOLDEN ORIOLE, S Lolhe — VA

Oriolus oriolus oriolus (L.).
Coracias oriolus L., Syst. Nat., ed, X, 1, 1758, p.107.
Oriolus galbula, Cat. B, Brit, Mus., 3, 1877, p.191.

A passage migrant in small numbers but rather widely distributed, to be met
with in spring and autumn migrations. Reported as occurring in late April or
carly May, and again in August and September; but there might be some late
migrants, as there is one record from Daur on June 2, and another from
Jebel Hemrin on October 8 (Ticchurst, et al,: 1921, 1926).
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Family CORVIDAE.

Genus GARRULUS Brisson,
19. JAY. s Bl e 3 - WA

Garrulus glandarius krynickii Kaleniczenko,
Garrulus krynicki Kaleniczenko, Bull. Soc. Imp. Nat. Moscou, 12,
1839, p-319, pLo.
Garrulus krynickii, Cat. B, Bnt. Mus., 3, 1877, p.g9.

This bird of the mountains was reported by LaPersonne from Dohuk where
he saw a flock of Jays near the mountains, and occasionally in the gardens, in
October; as well as by Cheesman from the hilly country east of Ali Gharbi, in
October also (Ticehurst, ef al., 1926),  We have recently collected 3 specimens
from Sersang (between Dohuk and Amadia) in November 1722, 1952. It probably
breeds in the same locality, as it does in Syria, Palestine, and Iran. :

Genus PICA Brisson,

20. MAGPIE. 4 ace . Y

Pica pica bactriana Bonaparte,
Pica bactriana Bonaparte, Consp, Av., 1, 1850, p.383.
Pica pica, Cat. B. Brit, Mus,, 3, 1877, p.62.

A very common garden bird with wide distribution throughout the country, and
breeding wherever it occurs. It breeds in March, and young in the nest were
seen in late April in the date gardens of Feluja (Ticehurst, ef al., 1921).

Genus PYRRHOCORAX Tunstall,
21. RED-BILLED CHOUGH. + Al s pev e [ A

Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax docilis (Gmelin),
Corvus docilis S.G. Gmelin, Reise d. Russl., 3, 1774, p.365.
Pyrrhocorax alpinus, Cat B, Brit, Mus., 3, 1877, p.148.

Reported as inhabiting the mountainous districts of Zakho and Dohuk.in
northern Iraq, as well as at Ali Gharbi in the east, wandering down to the foot-
hills in winter (Ticehurst, ef al.: 1921, 1926). !
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Genus CORVUS Linné.
22, ROOK, . R PV S E {

Corvus fmgilegué frugilegus L., ;
Corvus frugilegus L., Syst. Nat., ed, X, 1, 1758, p.105.
Trypanocorax frugilegus, Cat. B. Brit. Mus,, 3, 1877, p.o.

A very common winter visitor to the plains, frequenting gardens and culti-
vated land throughout the country.  Reported as arriving in large flocks in the
latter half of October and the first half of November, coming from a southerly
or southeasterly direction, and as leaving mainly from March to the end of April, tak-
ing a northerly direction (Ticehurst, et al., 1921).  Aldworth, they added, found
an isolated colony at Mosul in 1919 and thought it breeding there, but further
cvidence is required,

23. JACKDAW. s e g = XY

Corvus monedula soemmeringii Fischer,
Corvus soemmeringii Fischer, Mém, Soc, Imp. Nat, Moscou, 1, 1811,

p-3-
Coloeus collaris, Cat, B, Brit, Mus., 3, 1877, p.27.

Fairly common and resident, sometimes flocking with Rooks in winter, Re-
ported by Ticehurst, ef al, (1921, 1926) as breeding on the high cliffs south of
Tekrit, Hit, and in Mosul, building in March and nesting early in May. It possib-
ly breeds in Jebel Hemrin, where two specimens were collected from Mansuriyat-
cl-Jebel on April 17, 1952.  Not reported south of Amara,

24. HOODED CROW. ‘Gab o ) OV~ YE

a, Corvus corone capellanus Sclater.
Corvus capellanus Sclater, Proc. Zool. Soc., 1876, p.6g4, tab. 46,
Corone capellana, Cat. B. Brit. Mus,, 3, 1877, p.32.

b,  Corvus corone sharpei Oates. :
Corvus sharpit Oates, Avif, Brit. India, 1, 1889, p.20.

o, Corvus corone sardonius Kleinschmidt.

Corvus sardonius Kleinschmidt, Orn. Monatsb., 1603, p.29.

Hooded Crows are common in Traq, some being resident and-others are winter
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visitors.  The first race is resident in the plains and breeds especially in the date
palm groves, from Fao and up the Tigris and Euphrates where date gardens ars
found. It is not found in the northern part of Iraq, except perhaps in winter.
Reported as breeding from February 15 to March 31, when nests and eggs were
found in the tops of trees or more above the ground (Ticehurst, et al.: 1921, 10260).
Full clutches consist of 4 or 5 eggs.

The second race, which is darker and has a smaller bill than the first, is a
winter visitor to the plains, coming from the Persian highlands and intermingling
with the resident bird making the study of its distribution rather difficult. Re-

ported from various parts of the country from Basra to Baghdad and Ramadi,
and in the Diala district.

The third race was reported as the only Hooded Crow wintering at Mosul,
and perhaps in the country as a whole (Ticehurst, et al., 1926). It perhaps re-
places sharpei in this northern part of the country.

25- RAVEN. l d’y 91} ¢ ‘..’u..a-‘ l—_a‘} o Y0

Corvus corax laurencei Hume,

Corvus laurencei Hume, Lah, to Yark., 1873, p.235.
Corvus lawrencii, Cat, B. Brit. Mus., 3, 1877, p.15.

A fairly common resident bird in the hilly country, migrating locally in win-
ter but not very far from the hills. It was reported as scarce in Kut and absent
from Kut to Baghdad, because this part of the river is some 60 miles from the hills
(Ticehurst, ef al., 1921). It breeds in Jebel Hemrin ranges and in the river cliffs
of Adhaim and Tigris rivers from Samarra to Baiji. Breeding starts early in
March, and nest building was reported as early as the end of January in Tekrit
(Ticehurst, et al,, 1021),

L0

Family PARIDAE,

Subfamily PARINAE.

Genus PARUS Linné.
26, SOMBRE TIT. I Ry gt S SR
a. Parus lugubris dubius Hellmayr.
Parus lugubris dubius Hellmayr, Journ. f. Orn., 1901, p.173.
Parus lugubris, Cat, B. BritMus., 8, 1883, p.47. !
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b.  Parus lugubris anatoliae Hartert,
Parus lugubris anatoliae Hartert, Vog Pal. Fauna, 1, 1910, P.305,

The first race was reported from the foothills east of Ali Gharbi on October 2,
and later in the month (Ticehurst, ef al., 1926). It does breed in Shiraz (Iran)
and in Asia Minor. Its status in our area is not clear.

The second race was reported from Dohuk in northern Iraq, where it was seen
in the vineyards and hedges, avoiding gardens and denser scrub (Ticehurst, ef al.,
1026)..  Its status also is not clear,

27. BLUE TIT, T S - TV

a. Parus caeruleus caeruleus L
Parus caeruleus L., Syst. Nat., ed, X, 1, 1758, p.1090.
Parus caeruleus, Cat. B. Brit. Mus., 8, 1883, p.12.

b.  Parus caeruleus satunini (Sarudny).
Cyanistes caeruleus satunini Sarudny, Orn. Monatsber., 1908, p.

The first race was repo:ted by Meinertzhagea (1924) as occurring in Mosul,
Zakho, Feshkhabur, and Dohuk in November and December, but the wing mea-
surements which he gave are more related to safunini than to the European race,
Ticehurst, et al. (1926) reported them from, the hillsides and valleys of Dohuk on
October 29, and from Mosul and Kirkuk in winter, but they ascribed their speci-
mens to an eastern race, georgicus of Buturlin, later considered a synonym of
satunini by Russian authors (Vaurie: Notes on some Asiatic Titmice, Amer. Mus.
Novit,, No, 1459, 1950, p.6). The occurrence of caerwleus in our area is, there-

fore, doubtful.
28. GREAT TIT. L) _,_5‘ i35 _ YA

Parus major blanfordi Prazak.
Parus major blanfordi Prazak, Orn, Jahrb., 5, 1804, p.240.
Parus major, Cat, B. Brit, Mus,, 8, 1883, p.19.

Reported by Meinertzhagen (1924) from Mosul, Zakho, Dohuk, and Fesh-
khabur; and by Ticehurst, et al. (1926) from Mosul and Kirkuk in November,
December, and January, We have recently obtained a specimen from Dohuk on
lune 16, 1952, and probably breeds there, but further evidence is required.
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Subfamily REMIZINAE.

Genus REMIZ Jarocki.

20, PENDULINE TIT, ¥ oo RN

Remiz pendulinus persimilis (Hartert).

Anthoscopus pendulinus persimilis Hartert, Novit. Zool 25, 1918
p.308.
Aegithalus pendulinus, Cat. B. Brit, Mus., 8, 1883, p.67

A rare winter visitor to our area, Small parties were reported by Meiner-
tzhagen (1924) from a place on the Tigris, 45 miles south of Baghdad; and by
Ticehurst, ef al. (1921, 10:6) from a garden at Amara on October 25, at Zorr oa
the Tigris on November 12, and at Basra and Karmat Ali on April 21 and 19,

respectively.
0l ———
Family SITTIDAE.
Subfamily SITTINAE. -
3 Ge;nus SITTA Linné,
36. ROCK-NUTHATCH, ; ¢ A Gt O LY

a, Sitta tephronota dresseri Sarudny and Buturlin.
Sitta dresseri Sarudny & Buturlin, Orn, Monatsber,, 1005, p.132.
Sitta syriaca, Cat, B. Brit, Mus., 8, 1883, p.345

b.  Sitta tephrono;a kurdistanica Ticehurst. 3
Sitta newmayer kurdistanica Ticehurst, Bull, Brit, Orn. Cl., 44, 1923,
p.28.

This is a large form of Rock-Nuthatches that is found in Dohuk and the Kur-
dish mountains in northeastern Iraq and northwestern Iran. It probably breeds
there, as we have recently obtained a specimen from Amadia on June 12, 1952,
According to Ticehurst, ef al, (1926), the second race is darker than dresseri and
has darker rust-coloured flanks; in size is also the largest of all rock-nuthatches, in-
cluding dresseri, Vaurie (Amer. Mus. Novit., No, 1472, 1950, p.24) considers the dif-
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ference very gradual and too slight to warrant separating kurdistanica from dres-
seri, as the measurements given by Ticehurst, ef al. for their five specimens “‘fall
within the range of variation of all the other populations of dresseri”’. S, . dresseri
was reported as common on November 22 in the gorge of Diala river where it cuts
through the Jebel Hemrin, and certainly breeds in the Persian highlands (Ticehurst,
ei al., 1921).  Ticehurst ef al. (1926) reported it as common in the foothills east
of Ali Gharbi in October, and probably breeds there,

31. SMALL ROCK-NUTHATCH. SRR ool

Sitta newmayer tschitscherini Sarudny,
Sitta tschitscherini Sarudny, Orn. Jahrb., 1904, p.218.
Sitta newmayeri, Cat, B. Brit, Mus., 8, 1883, p.345.

This species is often associated with the preceding one, but it is less common.
Reported by LaPersonne from Dohuk on November 7 (Ticehurst, et al., 1926).
Sarudny(19171) listed it as resident in small numbers in the Karun district,

Being restricted to the mountainous regions, both of these two species may
occur more abundantly than the reports indicate.

<05

Family CERTHIIDAE,

Geaus TICHODROMA Tlliger,

32. WALL-CREEPER, ¢ ol ~ ¥Y

Tichodroma muraria muraria (L.).
Certhia muraria L., Syst, Nat., ed. XII, 1 1766, p.184.
Tichodroma muraria, Cat. B. Brit. Mus,, 8, 1883, p.331.
A winter visitor in small numbers which was reported from the northern part

of the country, Recorded by Meinertzhagen (1924) at Dohuk on December 12; and
by Ticehurst, et al. (1926) as seen on the cliffs at Dohuk from October 25 onwards,

and on the ruins of Ninevah (near Mosul) on January 30.
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Family PYCNONOTIDA}_Z.
Genus PYCNONOTUS Boie,

33. WHITE-EARED BULBUL. CSAE S =YY

i
Pycnonotus leucotis mesopotamiae Ticehurst,

Pycnonotus leucotis mesopotamiae Ticehurst, J, Bombay Nat. Hist,,
Soc., 26, 1918, p.279.
Pycnonotus leucotis, Cat, B. Brit. Mus,, 6, 1881, p.136.

A common and familiar resident bird in the date groves from Fao and north
to Baghdad and Musayeb on the Tigris and Euphrates respectively, It also occurs
in the reed beds of the marshes, but is absent from Mosul or north of the Baghdad
area where no date gardens are found (Ticehurst, et al., 1922). Breeds from
April to July, and probably two broods are reared; the usual clutch being 3 eggs,
but sometime 4 and very rarely 5, According to Ticehurst, et al. (1922), the nest
is placed in almost any bush, and is cup-shaped made of fine grass and small twigs,
and lined with finer grass, fibers, and a little cottony material.

34. YELLOW-VENTED BULBUL. C oA sieas Jb o YE

Pycnonotus capensis xanthopygos (Hemprich and Ehrenberg).
Ixus xanthopygos Hemprich and Ehrenberg, Symb. Phys. fol bb, 1833,
Pycnonotus xanthopygus, Cat. B, Brit. Mus., 6, 1881, p,135.

According to Ticehurst, et al. (1922), Pitman observed this Palestinian race
near Feluja on May 25, where the White-eared Bulbul does not occur, He recog-
nized it by the lack of white on the cheeks and the general dull smoky brown colour.
There is no other record, and no specimens were ever obtained,

b I

Family CINCLIDAE.

Genus CINCLUS Borkh.

35. BLACK-BELLIED DIPPER, o oY gelad o Yo

Cinclus cinclus (caucasicus ?),
Cinclus cinclus L., Syst. Nat., ed. X, 1, 1758, p.168.

This bird was reported to us by Mr, P. Mallet of the British Embassy, Baghdad,
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who saw it very clearly at Aqrah (N.E, of Mosul), near a spring above ‘‘Sifa’’
waterfall, on December 26, 1952, This is the first record from Iraq, The race
is probably caucasicus, which occurs in Asia Minor and northern Iran, close to the
above - mentioned locality.  There is no question of the typical habitat that our
region provides for this mountain race,

Family TROGLODYTIDAE,

Genus TROGLODYTES Vieillot,

36. WREN. o (il ) Gllead) T yufs — T

Troglodytes troglodytes hyrcanus Sarudny and Loudon.
Troglodytes parvulus hyrcanus Sarudny and Loudon, Orn, Monatsber,,
1905, p.107.
Anorthura troglodytes, Cat. B, Brit. Mus., 6, 1881, p.260,

A common winter visitor to the highlands in the northern part of the country
and south to Baghdad. Reported as arriving in November and leaving in March.
Recorded from Zakho, Dohuk, Mosul, Tekrit, Kirkuk, Hit, and Baghdad (Ticehurst,
ct al.: 1922, 1026; Meinertzhagen, 1924). '

Family TURDIDAE.

Genus TURDUS Linné
47. SONG - THRUSH. B R E TV

Turdus philomelus philomelus Brehm,

Turdus philomelos Brehm, Handb, Naturg. Vog. Deutschl., 1891, p.382.
Turdus musicus, Cat. B. Brit, Mus,, 5, 1881, p.1091.

A fairly common winter visitor, and widely distributed in suitable localities (gaf-
dens and scrub). Reported from various places in our area ranging from Basra in the
south to Dohuk in the north, and as arriving on about the middle of November and
leaving from early March to the end of the month (Ticehurst, et al., 1922).
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48, BLACK-THROATED THRUSH. TR [T T TR T )

Turdus ruficollis atrogularis Temminck,
Turdus atrogularis Temminck, Man, d’Orn., 1, 1820, p.160.
Merula atrigularis, Cat. B, Brit. Mus., 5, 1881, p.267.

A rare winter visitor recorded from the southern part of the country. Report-
ed by Pitman as feeding in scrub near Amara on January 30 (Ticehurst, et al.,
1922). Seen by Tomlinson at Basra o2 May 8, 1911, probably on migration.
Also recorded by Sarudny (1911) as a winter visitor in the Karun district,

39. BLACKBIRD, ¢ Japes - YA
a, Turdus merula syriacus Hemprich and Ehrenberg,
Turdus merula, var. syriaca Hemprich and Ehrenberg, Symb, Phys,
Aves, folio bb, 1833
Merula merula, Cat, B, Brit, Mus., 5, 1881, p.235.

b. Turdus merula intermedius Richmond. :
Turdus intermedius Richmond, Proc. US, Nat'l, Mus., 18, 1895, p.58s.

Fairly common winter visitors, and widely distributed in. suitable localities
where gardens are abundant.  Recorded by Ticehurst, ef al. (1922) not earlier
than the end of November, and not later than March 19, from various places in the
north, middle, and south, Our recently collected specimens from the northern
district show that the first race probably breeds near Amadia, where a specimen
was obtained on June g, 1052.  Another specimen was collected in Sersang (bet-
ween Dohuk and Amadia) on November 17, earlier than the date given by Ticehurst,
et al.

The first race was reported by Meinertzhagen (1924) from Mosul and southern
Kurdistan, and probably breeds in Amadia area,  According to Sarudny (1911),
it breeds in the Zagros mountains in small numbers,  The second race, which
is larger than the first, occurs in Amara and south to Fao (Ticehurst, et al., 1922).

40. FIELDFARE, Yo s — &

Turdus pilaris L.
Turdus pilaris L., Syst, Nat,, ed. X, 1, 1758, p.168.

-
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One specimen shot by Mr. W.H. Jeffery at T. 3 Station (inside Syria) on April
24, 1950, is in our museum, This species occurs in Asia Minor, Palestine, and Iran,
Not recorded from Iraq proper, but its occurrence in our area is hkely,

Genus MONTICOLA Boie.

21, ROCK-THRUSH, s Ul ¢ spinal) L . £

Monticola saxatilis saxatilis (1..).
Turdus saxatilis L., Syst. Nat., ed XII, 1, 1766, p.204.
Monticola saxatilis, Cat. B. Brit, Mus,, 5, 1881, p.313.

An uncommon passage migfant, recorded in the spring migration only (Apri
and May) from Samarra and south to Fao, but it is commoner in the southern region
(Ticehurst, et al., 1922).

12, BLUE ROCK-THRUSH, o35 U ¢ o350 ) geaad) Lo — £Y

Monticola solitarius longirostris (Blyth).
Monticola longirostris Blyth, ]J. As, Soc. Bengal, 16, 1847, p.150.
Monticola cyanus, Cat, B, Brit, Mus., 5, 1881, p.316.

Probably resident in the highlands, and, in winter, is wanders to the plains in
small numbers.  Recorded by Ticehurst, et al. (1922, 1926) from the foot-hills
cast of Ali Gharbi in early October, from Mosul in December, from Zubair in late
February, and as fairly common on the hills above Dohuk, They also reported it
as probably breeding in the cliffs of Tekrit, and on passage at Fao from March 28
to April 22. We have two specimens from Fao dated April 13 and 28,

Genus OENANTHE Vieillot.

43. WHEATEAR. - T e S

OEnanthe oenanthe oenanthe (L.).
Monticola oenanthe L., Syst. Nat., ed. X, 1758, p.186,
Saxicola oenanthe, Cat. B. Brit. Mus., 5, 1881, p.391.

The majority are passage migrants, but a few may winter in our area. Spring
migration lasts from early March to the middle of May, but is at its height in mid-
April,  Autumn migration from mid-August to the first week of November, and
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i< at its height in September and October, ~ Winter records were reported by Tice-
hurst, ef al. (1922) from Tekrit, Samarra, Kut, and Kurna, We have recently
cbtained one specimen from Swaratuka (Dohuk area) on June 10, 1952, but wheth.
er it breeds there, or not, is unknown.

44. DESERT.WHEATEAR. o dgald Gy - 88

OEnanthe deserti atrogularis (Blyth).
Saxicola atrogularis Blyth, J. As, Soc. Bengal, 16 1847, p.131.
Saxicola deserti, Cat. B. Brit. Mus., 5, 1881, p.383.

A fairly common winter visitor and widely distributed in small numbers, ~ Ac
cording to Ticehurst, ef al, (1922), it arrives in early September and leaves in March,
and probably breeds in the hills near Ahwaz (Iran), east of Basra, Cumming re-
corded it as a winter visitor in Fao area from August to May (Sharpe, 1886). The
race was formerly known as albifrons, which is now considered a syninym of
atrogularis,

45. BLACK-EARED WHEATEAR. ¢ SRS S ) Ry £

OEnanthe hispanica malanoleuca (Guldenstadt),
Muscicapa melanoleuca Guldenstadt, Nov. Comm. Acad. Petrop., 19,

1775, P468, pl.15.
Saxicola melanoleuca, Cat. B. Brit. Mus,, 5, 1881, p.385.

Black-eared and White-eared Wheatears are two colour phases identical in
habits and migration, and. interbreed freely, and so both names apply to the same
bird. Reported by Ticehurst, ef al. (1922) as uncommon passage migrants occur-
ring from mid-September to mid-October, and again from late March to the end of |
April, Cumming recorded them in winter at Fao (Sharpe, 1886). This bird
breeds in the Zagros mountains, western Iran.

46, PIED WHEATEAR, * i) Gb) - 87

OEnanthe leucomela leucomela (Pallas).

Motacilla lewcomela Pallas, Nov, Comm, Petrop, 14, 1770, p.584, pl.22.
Saxicola morio, Cat. B. Brit. Mus., 5, 1881, p.372.

A passage migarnt in small numbers and widely distributed. According to
Ticehurst, ef al. (1922), autumn migration occurs in late September and all of
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October, when the birds are most plentiful; and spring migration in March or ear-

lier, ~ Spring migrants may be seen in the first week of April, as we have a speci-
men from Taub Island, in the Persian Gulf, dated April 7,

47. FINSCH'S / ARABIAN WHEATEAR. : L aelogih o sy

OFEnanthe finschii barnesi (Oates),
“Saxicola barnesi Oates, Fauna B. India, 2, 1890, p.75.
Saxicola finschii, Cat B. Brit, Mus,, 5, 1881, p.388.

This black-and-white Wheatear is a winter visitor frequenting stony ground,
cliffs, and hilly country. It seems to be more common in the area north of Bagh-
dad, and in the foot-hills, than in the plains south of Baghdad, whence a few re-
cords only are available (Ticehurst, et al., 1922). According to them, also, these
birds probably arrive in the second half of October and leave in early March.

48. ISABELLINE WHEATEAR, RGBT F L A

OFEnanthe isabellina (Cretzschmar),
Saxicola isabellina Cretzschmar, Atlas zu Rupp. Reise, Vogel, 1826,

p-52.
Saxicola isabellina, Cat. B, Brit. Mus., 5, 1881, p.300.

This bird is chiefly a winter visitor, and widely distributed. Cumming re-
ported it at Fao during autumn, winter, part of the spring, and only occassionally
in summer (Sharpe, 1886). There are a few records in July from Amara, reported
by Ticehurst, et al, (1922), who thought that some birds breed in the salt desert,
This species breeds in the Karun district, Asia Minor, and Palestine, =~ Weigold
(1912) reported it breeding between Urfa and Aleppo (N.W, of Iraq) in April.

40. RED-TAILED WHEATEAR, e =+ 1 e T B

a, OEnanthe xanthoprymna xanthoprymna (Hemprich and Ehrenberg).
Saxicola xanthoprymna Hemprich and Ehrenberg, Symb. Phys. Aves
fol, dd, 1833.
Saxicola xanthoprymna, Cat, B. Brit. Mus., 5, 1881, p.381.

b. OFEnanthe xanthoprymna cummingi (Whitaker).
Saxicola cummingi Whitaker, Bull. Brit, Orn. Cl, 10, 1899, p.17.
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¢.  OEnanthe xanthoprymna chrysopygia {de Filippi).
Dromolaea ¢hrysopygia de Filippi, Arch. Zool, Genova, 2, 1863, p.381.
Saxicola chrysopygia, Cat. B, Brit, Mus., 5, 1881, p.389.

All of the three races are seen on passage only, and are rather uncommon,

The first race was reported by Ticehurst, ef al. (1922, 1926) from Baghdad
in late September, from Dohuk on October 19, and from the hills east of Ali Gharbi
on October 12; and also by Meinertzhagen (1924) from some place west of Ramadi
on October 31,  Sarudny (1911) reported it as breeding in the hills bordering the
lower reaches of the Karun river, on its eastern side,

The second race is still rarer, aad was reported by Cumming at Fao as passing
in August and September, and again in March and April (Sharpe, 1891).

The third race, which breeds in the Iranian highlands and winters in northwest-
ern India, was recorded by Sarudny (1911) as a winter visitor and passage migrant
in the Karun district, and probably nesting there in small numbers,

50. RED-RUMPED WHEATEAR. : * ) sl GL) _ 0

OEnanthe moesta brooksbanki Meinertzhagen.
OEnanthe moesta brooksbanki Meinertzhagen, Bull. Brit. Orn. Cl., 43,

1923, p-147.
Saxicola moesta, Cat, B, Brit. Mus,, 5, 1881, p.382,

Reported as common at Rutbah on the Ramadi-Amman route, and as inha-
biting the Syrian and North Arabian deserts (Meinertzhagen, 1924). It probably
breeds in that region,

51. MOURNING WHEATEAR. ; 1 Spdpe ket i 0y

a. OEnanthe lugens (Lichtenstein).
Saxicola lugens Lichtenstein, Verz, Doubl. Mus,, Berlin, 1823, p.33.
Saxicola lugens, Cat, B. Brit, Mus., 5, 1881, p.370,

b. OEnanthe lugens persica (Seebohm).
Saxicola persica Seebohm, Cat, B. Brit. Mus., 5, 1881, p.372.

The first race is reported by Weigold (1912) as occurring in the upper reaches

of the Euphrates (in Turkish territory) on April 8, and probably occurs in our area
too : ;
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The second race was reported by Sarudny (1911) as a passage migrant in small
numbers in the Karun district, and as breeding in the Zagros mountains, Its oc-
currence in the southern part of our area in likely,

52, INDIAN PIED WHEATEAR. Cge Al ek = 0¥

OEnanthe picata (Blyth),
Saxicola ptcata Blyth, Journ, As. Soc. Bengal, 16, 1847, p.131.
Saxicola picata, Cat, B. Brit, Mus., 5, 1881, p.367.

Reported by Sarudny (1g11) as a passage migrant in small numbers in the
Karun district, and probably occurs in the southern part of our area,

53. WHITE-RUMPED BLACK WHEATEAR. * jall s 54 b1 _ oY

OEnanthe leucopyga ernesti Meinertzhagen.

OEnanthe leucopyga ernesti, Meinertzhagen, Nicoll’s Birds of Egypt,
1, 1930, p.280.

Saxicola leucopyga, Cat, B, Brit, Mus,, 5, 1881, p.374.

Reported by Sarudny (1911) near Ahwaz in late February, and this is far to
the east of its range in southern Palestine (Ticehurst, ef al., 1922). It probably
occurs in the southern part of our area.

54. HUME'S/BLACK AND C (B ) ) paes Gl 08
WHITE WHEATEAR.

OEnanthe albinigra (Hume).
Saxicola albinigra Hume, Stray Feathers, 1, 1873, p.2.
Saxicola alboniger, Cat. B. Brit, Mus,, 5, 1881, p.366.

Probably a winter visitor, reported from Diala near Shahraban in November
(Ticehurst, e/ al., 1922), from the foot-hills east of Ali Gharbi in October (Tice-
hurst, et al., 1926), and from Jebel Hemrin ranges near the Iranian border in De-
cember (Meinertzhagen, 1924).  According to Sarudny (1911) it is a winter visitor
in the Karun District.

Genus SAXICOLA Bechstein,
55. WHINCHAT. et adi o 00

Saxicola rubetra rubetra (L.).
Motacilla rubetra L., Syst. Nat., ed. X, 1, 1758, p.186.
Pratincola rubetra, Cat, B. Brit. Mus,, 4, 1876, p.170.
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A winter visitor in small numbers, increasing with the arrival of autumn and
spring migrants, ~ According to Ticehurst, et al. (1922), this bird arrives in early
September, becomes more common in November aad less common in December,
January, and February; then increases in March and part of April and leaves by
the end of April, although a very few may stay as late as May.  Reported by
Weigold (1912) on passage at Urfa from April 12 to 20.  This race was formerly
named noskae of Tschusi, which is now considered a synonym of rubeira (See:
Buturlin & Dementiev, 1'Oiseau, 5, 1935, P-437).

56. STONECHAT. Tt

a. Saxicola torquata rubicola (L.).
Motacilla rubicola 1., Syst. Nat,, 1, 1760, p.332.
Erithacus rubecula, Cat, B, Brit, Mus,, 5, 1881, p.2q0.

b.  Saxicola torquata maura (Pallas).
Motacilla maura Pallas, Reise d. versch. Prov. Russ. Reichs, 2, 1773,

p-708.

Both races are winter visitors, and the first is apparently more common than
the second.  Reported by Ticehurst, et al, (1922) as arriving in early September,
becoming fairly numerous by mid-November, spreading throughout the country
in winter, and leaving northward in March, although a few stay to about mid-
April,  The majority of our specimens were obtained from Baghdad and vicinity
in November, December, January, and March; but we have two specimens from
Baghdad dated August 27 and 28, which are probably early visitors,  These
birds frequent scrub, crops, and gardens where food supply is abundant under
sheltered spots,

The second race is generally less common, and was reported by Ticehurst,
el al,, also, from widely separated localities where suitable conditions exist,

57. PIED STONECHAT. o pis) Gahe ads _ oV

Saxicola caprata bicolor Sykes,
Saxicola bicolor Sykes, Proc, Zool, Soc., London, 1832, p.oz2.
Pratincola caprata, Cat, B. Brit. Mus,, 4, 1879, p.105.

Probably a passage migrant, and was reported by Cumming (at Fao) in No-
vember and March (Sharpe, 1886).  Sarudny (1911) listed it as accidental straggler
in the Karun district.

11
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Genus PHOENICURUS Forster.

58. REDSTART. * e OA

a.  Phoenicurus phoenicurus phoenicurus (L,).
Motacilla phoenicurus L., Syst. Nat., ed. X, 1, 1758, p.187.
Ruticilla phoenicurus, Cat. B. Brit. Mus., 5, 1881, p.336.

b.  Phoenicurus phoenicurus mesolewca (Hemprich and Ehrenberg).
Sylvia mesoleuca Hemprich and Ehrenberg, Symb, Phys., fol. ee, 1832,
Ruticilla mesoleuca, Cat. B, Brit, Mus,, 5, 1881, p.338.

Both races are passage migrants.  The first race was reported by Ticehurst,
et al. (1922) as arriving, in its spring migration, during the first week of April, or
perhaps earlier, and leaving by the first week of May; arriving again, in its autumn
migration, on the first week of October and leaving in the latter half of November,
Some may pass the winter in our area, as Ticehurst, ef al. (1926) recorded it in win-
ter, and we have a specimen from Fahama (Baghdad) dated December 2o0.

The second race was recorded from Dohuk only on October 17, the only
autumn record. In spring, it arrives in mid-March, or as early as the end of Feb-
ruary, but the date of its leaving was not given by Ticehurst, et al. This race was
also reported from Fao in April, May, and June, but no further evidence of its
breeding in that locality (Ticehurst, ef al.: 1922, 1926). Sarudny (I91I) con-
sidered it a winter visitor and passage migrant in the Karun district,

59. BLACK REDSTART, b ohugs e o 99

a. Phoenicurus ochruros ochruros (Gmelin),
Motacilla ochruros Gmelin, Reise d. Russland, 3, 1774, p.101, pl.10.
Ruticilla ervthroprocta, Cat. B. Brit. Mus., 5, 1881, p.341.

b.  Phoenicurus ochruros phoenicurus (Moore).
Ruticilla phoenicuroides Moore, Proc. Zool. Soc., London, 22, 1855,

p-25. pl58.
Ruticilla rufiventris, Cat. B, Brit, Mus., 5, 1881, p.342.

The first race is-a fairly common wiater visitor, recorded from Mosul and
Kurdistan south to Hilla in December and January,
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The second race is probably more common in Baghdad and southward, and
Meinertzhagen (1924) considered it the predominating race at Baghdad.  Accord-
ing to Ticehurst, et al. (1922), both races arrive in late October or earlier and leave
mostly by the second week of March, We have a specimen from Taub Island, at
the head of Persian Gulf, dated March 26.

6o, EVERSMANN'S REDSTART, ¢ Olaws i) o) e - e

Phoenicurus erythronotus (Eversmann).
Sylvia erythronota Eversmann, Add. Pallas Zoog. Ross, As, 2, 1841,
P.ET.
Ruticilla erythronota, Cat. B, Brit, Mus., 5, 1881, p.348.

An uncommon winter visitor reported from Amara on December 31 and
March 11 (Ticehurst, ef al., 1922). Sarudny (1911) listed it as a winter visitor
in the Karun district,

Genus LUSCINIA Forster,

61, NIGHTINGALE. s A e = Y

a.  Luscinia megarhyncos africana (Fischer and Reichenow),
Lusciola africana Fischer and Reichenow, Journ, f. Orn., 1884, p.182.
Erithacus philomela, Cat, B. Brit. Mus,, 5, 1881, p.295.

b.  Luscinia megarhyncos hafizi Severtzow,
Luscinia hafizi Severtzow, Vertik i. gorizont, Rasprostr, Turkest.
Zhivotn, 1872, p.120.
Erithacus golzii, Cat. B, Brit. Mus., 5, 1881, p.297.

The first race is a fairly common summer visitor, reported by Ticehurst, ef al.
(1922) as arriving in early April or the end of March, and probably breeding in the
date groves at Amara or similar places elsewhere, where it was heard singing about
the middle of May, They, later (1926), confirmed its breeding at Baghdad
where a nest with two eggs on May 22, and another with 5 eggs on June 1, were
found in a garden. It also breeds near Mosul, where Mr, E.S, Steward found 3
nests with eggs in May, 1940,

The second race was reported by Sarudny (1911) as a winter visitor in the
Karun district, and is perhaps the same race recorded by Cumming (Sharpe, 1886)
at Fao as arriving in autumn and staying till spring,

“n
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. The typical race (L. m, megarhyncos) was reported by Weigold (1913) from
April 55 to 17; as well as africana and golzn,

62 THRUSH-NIGHTINGALE. Eigiddiandd 1y

Luscinia luscinia (L.),
Motacilla luscinia 1., Syst. Nat., ed, X, 1, 1758, p.184.
Erithacus luscinia, Cat, B, Brit, Mus,, 5, 1881, p.204.

A passage migrant reported by Ticehurst, ef al. (1922) at Feluja during spring
migration, where it was plentiful from April 27 to 30 in willows and scrub, and at
Shaiba during autumn migration in late September. Reported by Cumming as
a winter visitor at Fao (Sharpe, 1886), So a few may winter in the southern part
of our area, though the majority just pass through, Weigold (1913) recorded it
trom Urfa in April 16 and 17.

13, BLUETHROAT. ' ' pEeS o Av

a, Luscinia suecica suecica (L.).
Motacilla suecica L., Syst. Nat,, ed, X, 1, 1758, p.187.
Erithacus caeruleculus, Cat. B, Brit. Mus., 5, 1881, _p.308.

b.  Luscinia suecica magna (Sarudny and Loudon),
Cyanecula wolfii magna Sarudny and Loudon, Orn. Jahrb., 1904, p.225.

c.  Luscinia suecica occidentalis (Sarudny), it F
Cyanecula sueciza occidentalis Sarudny, Materialy K, poznania Fauny .
i, Flory Ross. Imp., 1, 1802, p.146.

The majority are passage migrants to' be met with in thick cover such as”
scrub, wheat fields, and especially thick reed beds on the edges of the marshes.
Some, however, may remain in winter in sheltered spots (Ticehurst, et al., 1922),

The typical race was recorded from Amara, and may winter there in- small -
numbers (Ticehurst, ef al., 1922). ;

The second race breeds in S.W, Iran and is possibly the most common Blue-
throat in our area, both in autumn and spring. from Baghdad south to Fao.  Ac-
cording to Ticehurst, et al. (1922), this race arrives early in August, becomes very
common by the middl2 of the month, and moves hway in late November, - Spring
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migration, they reported, starts from about mid-March and ends by mid-May, but

the birds are more common in April.

The third race (which replaces name volgae of Kleinschmidt) was reported
from Amara and Shaikh Saad in March, probably in its spring passage. L. s,
pallidogularis (Sarudny) was reported by Weigold (1913) from Aleppo and Urfa
in the first half of April.

Genus ERITHACUS Cuvier.

64. ROBIN. & saoglligt e \S

a.  Erithacus rubecula rubecula (L)
Motacilla rubecula L., Syst. Nat., ed. X, 1758, p.188.
Erithacus rubecula,Cat, B, Brit. Mus,, 5, 1881, p.299.

b.  Erithacus rubecula hyrcanus Blanford.
Erithacus hyrcanus Blanford, Ibis, 1874, p.70.
Erithacus hyrcanus, Cat, B, Brit. Mus., 5, 1881, p.301.

c. Erithacus rubecula caucasicus Buturlin.

Erithacus rubecula caucasicus Buturlin, Orn. Monatsber., 1907, p.9.

Robins are mostly winter visitors in our area but some are passage migrants,
According to Ticehurst, ef al. (1g22), they arrive in the last third of October; some
move away in November, but the majority winter in the gardens and thick scrub
where they stay well through February and leave late in the month, or even as late
as mid-March.  The fact that the birds may stay much later is shown by a speci-
men obtained at Baghdad on April 4, 1048.

The typical race was reported by Neumann (1915) in the middle of January
at Ras-el-Ain, beyond the northwestern border of Iraq, and probably occurs in the
northern part of the country.

The second race is generally distributed and is apparently the most common
(Ticehurst, et al., 1922).

The third race was reported mostly from the northern district, and we have
a specimen from Baghdad dated November 10,
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Genus IRANIA de Filippi,

(5. WHITE-THROATED ROBIN, TR [PPSO [ P08 R0 (U VY

Irania gutturalis (Guérin),
Cossypha gutturalis Guérin, Rev, Zool,, 1843, p.162.
Erithacus gutturalis, Cat, B. Brit, Mus., 5, 1881, p.304.

A passage migrant which is more common in spring migration than in autumn,
Reported as early as March 25 at Basra, and moves away in late April or early
May (Ticehurst, et al., 1922). The only record in autumn is that by Cheesman
on August 2 (Ticehurst, et al., 1926). Sarudny.(1911) recorded it as a passage
migrant and winter visitor in small numbers in the Karun-district, It breeds in
the Zagros mountains and the highlands of western Iran,

B TR

Family SYLVIIDAE,

L SR S AR R S . £

Genus PHYLLOSCOPUS Boie.
(6. CHIFFCHAFF. ' * sgatulll o AT

a. Phylloscopus collybitus collybitus (Vieillot).
Sylvia collybita Vieillot, Nouv. Dict, d’Hist. Nat., ed. XI, 1817, p.235.
Phylloscopus rufus, Cat, B, Brit, Mus., 5, 1881, p.6o.

b.  Phylloscopus collybitus abietinus (Nilsson),
Svlvia abietina Nilsson, Kon. Vat-Akad. Handl., 1819, p.115.

c. Phylloscopus collybitus tristris Blyth.
Phylloscopus (ristris Blyth, Journ, As, Soc. Bengal, 12, 1843, p.g66.
Phylloscopus tristris, Cat. B, Brit. Mus,, 5, 1881, p.63,

d. Phylloscopus collybitus sindianus Brooks.
Phylloscopus sindianus Brooks, Stray Feathers, 1880, p.476.

e.  Phylloscopus collybitus lorenzii {Lorenz).

Phyllopneuste lorenzii Lorenz, Beitr, z. Kennt, Orn. Faun. Nord,
Kaukasus, 1887, p.28.

Chiffchaffs are chiefly passage migrants, and partly winter visitors, frequent-
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ing gardens, fields, reeds, and scrub throughout the country. According to Ticehurst,
et al. (1922), they arrive in late October, becoming noticebly fewer in winter whea
many seem to pass the winter further south, and are more common in late March

and part of April, leaving late in the month.

i ' s "
According to Ticehurst, el al, (1922), the first race is the commonest.  Re-

corded by Meinertzhagen (1924) from Mosul and Baghdad in December and Jan-
vary. .

The second race was reported by Weigold (1g12) as the commonest small bird at
Urfa from April 10 to 23. Sarudny (1911) reported it as a winter visitor and pas-
sage migrant in the Karun district.

The third race was reported from Amara and Kadhimain; and Cumming met
with it at Fao from March to May (Sharpe, 1886), It is a winter visitor in the

Karun district,

The fourth race was obtained from Basra on November 20 (Ticehurst, et al.,
1922).

The fifth race is, according to Ticehurst, ef al, also, rare and of limited dis-
tribution, and probably occurs in our area. It certainly winters in Iran. P, ¢.
neglectus (Hume) which breeds in the Zagros mountains and is a winter visitor in
the Karun district, may al:o occur in our area (Ticehurst, ef al., 1922),

67. WILLOW-WARBLER. Vg AR sy

a.  Phylloscopus trochilus trochilus (L.).
Motacilla trochilus L., Syst. Nat., ed. X, 1758, p.188,
Phylloscopus trochilus, Cat. B. Brit, Mus,, 5, 1881, p,s5.

b. Phylloscopus trochilus eversmanni (Bonaparte).

Phyllopneuste eversmanni Bonaparte, Consp, Gen. Avium, 1, 1842,
p.280q.

Both races are passage migrants in September and again in late March and
April, but a late migrant was reported from Baghdad on May 22 (Ticehurst, et al.:
1922, 1920).

68. WOOD-WARBLER / WOOD-WREN, O B - A

Phylloscopus sibilatrix sibilatrix (Bechstein).
Motacilla sibilatrix Bechstein, Naturforscher, 27, 1793, P.47.
Phylloscopus sibilatrix, Cat, B. Brit, Mus,, 5, 1881, p.54.

e
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.

Aith(.)ugh this bird was not recorded from Iraq proper, its occurrence.-is
likely. Recorded by Weigold (1g12) from Urfa as a passage migrant, being ob-
served from April 13 to 18,

69. BONELLI'S WARBLER, S O P I C S WY TR L

Phylloscopus bownelli orientalis (Brehm).
Phyllopneusta orientalis Brehm, Vogelfang, 1855, p.332. .
Phylloscopus bonellii, Cat, B. Brit. Mus,, 5, 1881, p.50.

Recorded by Weigold (1g12) at Urfa from April 12 to 22, It probably passes
through our area on migration, but we have no records so far.

Genus CETTIA Bonaparte,
70. CETTI'S WARBLER, v Al s el Ve

Cettia cettia orientalis Tristram,
Cettia jPotamodust orientalis Tristram, Ibis, 1867, p.70.
Cettia cetti, Cat. B, Brit, Mus., 5, 1881, p.135.

Recorded by Ticehurst, et al, (1922, 1926) in the latter half of September,
October, November, January, and April. It seems that some birds stay for part
of the winter, at least, in our area, Alsoreported by Weigold (1g12) at Urfa
from April 12 to 22.. -Recorded for the first time as breeding in our area by Mr,
E.S. Steward, who found several nests and eggs at Hatra in May, 1040,

Genus LUSCINIOLA Gray.

71. MOUSTACHED WARBLER. c ol ol deile — vy

Lusciniola melanopogon mimica Madarasz.
Lusciniola mimica Madarasz, Verlauf, uber. ein. neu. Rohrsanger,

1903.
Lusciniola melanopogon, Cat. B, Brit, Mus., 5, 1881, p.132.

Reported as common in the sedges on the edge of Huwaiza marsh, southeast
of Amara, on July 13, and evidently breeding (Ticehurst, ef al., 1922). Also
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recorded near Baghdad on November 5 (Ticehurst, et al., 1926). Its status re-

quires further investigation.
Genus LOCUSTELLA Kaup.

72. GRASSHOPPER-WARBLER. Al pdie o ¥Y

Locustella naevia straminea Seebohm.
Locustella straminea Seebohm, Cat, B, Brit. Mus,, 5, 1881, p.117.

According to Ticehurst, et al, (1922), this bird probably occurs in our area,
but there are no records.

~3. RIVER-WARBLER. G T e

Locustella fluviatilis fluviatilis (Wolf),
Sylvia fluviatilis Wolf, in Meyer & Wolf’s Taschenb, deutsch.
Vogelkunde, 1, 1810, p.229.
Locustella fluviatilis, Cat. B. Brit, Mus., 5, 1881, p.110.

There is only one record, from Basra, on May 11 (Ticehurst, ef al., 1922),
It breeds in Asia Minor and Palestine, and winters in North Africa,

74. SAVI'S WARBLER. TR adis VR

Locustella luscinioides lusciniordes (Savi),
Sylvia luscinioides Savi, Nuovo Giorn, Letter., VII, 1824, p.341.
Locustella luscinioides, Cat. B. Brit. Mus., 5, 1881, p.112.

Its occurrence in our area is likely (Ticehurst, et al., 1922), but there are no
records. The race usually winters in Palestine, Iran, and Africa,

Genus ACROCEPHALUS Naumann.

75. GREAT REED-WARBLER. S, L Y- | i PR PP V-

a. Acrocephalus arundinaceus arundinaceus (L.).
Turdus arundinaceus L., Syst, Nat., ed. X, 1758, p.170.
Acrocephalus turdoides, Cat. B, Brit, Mus., 5, 1881, p.gs.

b.  Acrocephalus arundinaceus zarudnyi Hartert.

Acrocephalus arundinaceus zarudnyi Hartert, Bull. Brit. Orn. Cl,, 21,
1007, p.26.
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According to Ticehurst, ef al. (1926), these warblers breed in our area and were
observed near Baghdad singing in the last two weeks of May in a fruit garden, al-
though there were no reeds or water in the vicinity, Mr. E.S, Steward met with
one nest and eggs near Hindiya Barrage in May, 1049. It is also a passage migrant,
being reported in April and in September, mostly from places near the marshes
(Ticehurst, et al., 1922). We have a specimen from Baghdad dated May 15.

76. BABYLONIAN REED-WARBLER. AU cuadl) 5l VT

Acrocephalus griseldis (Hartlaub).
Calamoherpe griseldis Hartlaub, Abh. Nat, Ver, Bremen, 12, 1891, p.7.
Acrocephalus babylonicus Ticehurst, Bull. Brit. Orn, Cl, 41, 1920, p.12.

A passage migrant and also breeding in the marshes. According to Ticehurst,
et al. (1922, 1926), this bird arrives in April, breeds in May, and leaves in late June;
then it comes again in August, The nest is made of reeds and grasses, woven
around two reed stems and is about 2 to 4 inches in diameter (Ticehurst, et al..
1926).

77. REED.WARBLER, s Lss gl cwadldsJle — WY

Acrocephalus scirpaceus scirpaceus (Hermann),
Turdus scirpaceus Hermann, Observ, Zool,, 1804, p.202.
Acrocephalus streperus, Cat. B. Brit. Mus., 5, 1881, p.102.

A passage migrant reported from the marshes in April and early May," and
zgain in August, September, and October (Ticehurst, ef al. : 1922, 1926).

78. MARSH-WARBLER. . c}\h._.}l ols VA

Acrocephalus palustris (Bechstein),
Sylvia palustris Bechstein, Latham's Allgem, Uebersicht, III, 2, 1798,

P-545.
Acrocephalus palustris, Cat, B, Brit. Mus., 5, 1881, p.10T1.

Reported on migration at Fao by Cumming in March and April (Sharpe, 1886);
and from the desert near Akkarkuf on September 1 by Ticehurst, et al. (1926),

79. SEDGE-WARBLER. R 1.? ¢ dacdt 4l WA

Acrocephalus schoenobaenus (L.).
Motacilla schoenobaenus 1., Syst, Nat,, ed. X, 1758, p.184.
Achocephalus phragmitis, Cat. B. Brit, Mus,, 5, 1881, p.o1.
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Possibly a passage migrant, being recorded from the marshes at Amara, Basra,
and Shaikh Saad in March and May (Ticehurst, et al,, 1922); as well as from the

foothills east of Ali Gharbi on October 15, and from Baghdad on May 7 (Ticehurst, |
et al., 1926). Cumming thought the bird to be resident at Fao as he frequently -

<aw it on both sides of Shatt-el-Arab near its estnary (Sharpe, 1886).

Genus HIPPOLAIS Baldenstein,

8o. ICTERINE WARBLER. ¢ deall A el dsle A
Hippolais icterina alaris Stresemann, :
Hippolais icterina alaris Stresemann, Journ. f. Orn,, 76, 1028, P.375.
Hypolais icterina, Cat. B. Brit, Mus., 5, 1881, p.77.

Reported by Ticehurst, et al. (1922) in a garden at Baghdad on May 19. This

is the only record so far.

81, UPCHER'S TREE-WARBLER. o il Al AN

Hippolais languida (Hemprich and Ehrenberg).
Curruca languida Hemprich and Ehrenberg, Symb, Phys, Aves, fol. cc,
1833.
Hypolais languida, Cat. B. Brit, Mus., 5, 1881, p.8o.

Reported by Ticehurst, ef al. (1922) as a passage migrant at Fao, Cum- :

ming thought it breeding there, but this was not confirmed, It certainly breeds
in' Syria, Palestine, and Iran, Sarudny (1g11) listed it as a winter visitor and
passage migrant in the Karun area.

82. OLIVACEOUS WARBLER, Y .1,_'.5\;: - X

Hippolais pallida elacica (Lindermayer),
Salicaria elaeica Lindermayer, Isis, 1813, p.342.
Hypolais pallida, Cat. B. Brit. Mus., 5, 1881, p.82.

A very common summer visitor frequenting scrub and gardens, from Tekrit
south to Fao.  According to Ticehurst, ef al. (1922), this bird arrives in late May
or early April and breeds by the end of April, then leaves by the middle of Sep-
tember. Tomlinson (1016), who found it very common at Basra, said that it
breeds during the latter half of May and early June; the nests being usually 2 to 3

b ]
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feet from ground and often in rose bushes (sometimes high up in willow trees).
Full clutches consist of 3 eggs, and rarely 4.  The nest is small, deep, and thin-
walled,

Genus SYLVIA Scopoli,
83. BARRED WARBLER. s Aol Uss _ AY

Sylvia nisoria nmisoria (Bechstein),
Motacilla nisoria Bechstein, Gem, Nat. Deutschl,, 4, 1705, p.580.
Sylvia nisoria, Cat. B. Brit, Mus., 5, 1881, p.6.

A passage migrant in small numbers, Reported in spring migration between
April 24 and 3o, sometimes as late as May 8, and in autumn migration in Septem-
ber (Ticehurst, ef al.: 1922, 1926).

84. ORPHEAN WARBLER, gt gl AS

Sylvia hortensis crassirostris Cretzchmar,
Sylvia crassirostris Cretzchmar, Atlas Reise Ruppell,, 1826, p.49. pl.33.
Sylvia orpheus, Cat. B. Brit. Mus,, 5, 1881, p.14.

There is one record only from Baghdad on April 3 (Ticehurst, ef al., 1926).
It commonly nests in the Zagros mountains of western Tran.

85. GARDEN-WARBLER, v LS5 ¢ lend) Uss = AG

Sylvia borin Boddaert,
Motacilla borin Boddaert, Tabl, pl. Enl,, 1783, p.35.
Sylvia hortensis, Cat. B. Brit, Mus., 5, 1881, p.10.

A fairly common passage migrant, reported by Ticehurst, et al. (1922) from
mid-April to the end of May, and from the first week in September to the first week in
November.  But they had one record from Amara on June 12.

86. BLACKCAP, (Al y ol ¢ B5uill gt — AN

Sylvia atricapilla atricapilla (L.).
Motacilla atricapilla L,, Syst. Nat., ed, X, 1, 1758, p.187,
Sylvia atricapilla, Cat, B, Brit. Mus., 5, 1881, p.23.
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A passage migrant which seems to be much commoner in spring than in
autumn, According to Ticehurst, et al. (1922, 1926), this bird arrives in late
March and leaves after mid-May, and is seen again during September and Octo-
ber. Meinertzhagen (1924) reported it at Mosul in early December, and so it pos-
sible that some birds winter in our area,

87. WHITETHROAT. e el slas Goile AV Ay = AV

Sylvia communis icterops Ménétries.-
Sylvza 1cterops Ménétries, Cat, Rais. Caucase, 1832, P.34-
Sylvia cinerea, Cat. B, Brit. Mus., 5, 1881, p.8.

A fairly common passage migrant which, according to Ticehurst, et al, (1922),
arrives in early April and leaves in late May, and is again seen from late August to

late September. It probably breeds in the hlghlands at no great distance from
cur area (Ticehurst, et al., 1026).

§8. LESSER WHITETHROAT, Cipme 510 4555 — AN
a. Sylvia curruca curruca (L.), :

Motacilla curruca L., Syst. Nat,, ed. X, 1, 1758, p.184.

Sylvia curruca, Cat, B. Brit, Mus., 5, 1881 p.16,

b. Sytum curruca affinis Blyth.

Sylvia affinis Blyth, Journ, As..Soc. Bengal 14, 1845, p-564.
Sylvia althaea, Cat, B. Brit, Mus., 5, 1881, Pp.20.

The first race is a common passage migrant.  Reported by Ticehurst, et al.
(1922) from Basra as early as March 19, but the majority are common between
early April and early May, and again from mid-September to mid-October. We
have a specimen from Baghdad collected on May 5.

The second race was recorded by Sarudny (1911) as a winter visitor and passage
migrant, in small numbers, in the Karun district, and as commonly breedmg in the
Z‘agros mountains.  Its occurrence in our area is not unlikely,

89. DESERT-WARBLER. « Yy = AN
~ Sylvia nana nana (Hemprich and Ehrenberg). :
Curruca nana Hempnch and Ehrenberg, Symb. Phys, Aves, fol. cc,
1833.-
Sylvm uana, Cat. B. Brit. Mus,, 5, 1881, p26
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The status of this bird in our area is not clear as we have very few records,
There is a record from Kumeit (Amara Liwa) on November 13, being reported
as frequenting salt desert where hardly any other bird is seen; as well as one spe-
cimen in the British Museum from Fao dated March 19 (Ticehurst, ef al.: 1922,
1926).  Sarudny (1911) recorded it as a common winter visitor in the Karun dis-
trict, and as breeding in the Zagros mountains in small numbers.

go. SARDINIAN WARBLER. silatad o inedln s ok b b3 o A4

a. Sylvia melanocephala melanocephala (Gmelin).
Motacilla melanocephala Gmelin, Syst. Nat., I, 2, 1788, p.gyo.
Sylvia melanocephala, Cat. B, Brit, Mus., 5, 1881, p.29.

b.  Sylvia melanocephala mystacea Ménétries,
Sylvia mystacea Ménétriés, Cat. Rais. Caucase. 1832, p.34.
Sylvia mystacea, Cat. B. Brit, Mus., 5, 1881, p.zo.

A common warbler, frequenting gardens, cultivation, and scrub, and only
absent during the coldest months of winter.  According to Ticehurst, ¢t al. (1922),
this bird becomes comon from early March onwards, and breegls in suitable loca-
lities throughout our area in April, F ull clutches of 3 or 4 eggs may be seen by
the end of April.  Fresh eggs were taken as late as June 6, g and 20, which sug-
gests the possibility of rearing a second brood (Ticehurst, e al.: 1922, 1926).
Nests are usually placed 1 to 2 feet above ground in scrub, pomegranate trees,
thistles, and acacia. Ticehurst, ef al. (1922) described the nests as deep cups
loosely constructed of grass stems interwoven with “‘goose grass”, and lined with
finer grass stems and horse hair.

The first race was reported by Ticehurst, et al. (1926) at Mosul on January
1 and 21. It also occurs in Asia Minor and Palestine.

The second race (also known as the Ménétries Warbler) seems to be the breed-

ing form in our area.

1. SPECTACLED WARBLER. <ol Wl Uss — Q)

Sylvia conspicillata conspicillata Temminck.
Sylvia conspicillata Temminck, Man. d'Orn,, ed. II, 1, 1820, p.210,
Sylvia conspicillata, Cat, B, Brit, Mus., 5, 1881, p.22.
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The first, and the only, record we have is that by Meinertzhagen (1924) who
obtained a female in a grass-field near Baghdad on January 11, The range of this
bird extends from the Canary Islands to Palestine, and this is a further extension

eastwards.

Genus ERYTHROPYGIA Smith.

¢2. RUFOUS/GREY-BACKED WARBLER. o A Aol e — AY
© G ol
a. Erythropygia galactotes familiaris (Ménétries).
Sylvia familiaris Ménétries, Cat, Rais. Caucase, 1832, p.32.
Sylvia familiaris, Cat. B. Brit. Mus,, 5, 1881, p.36.

b. Erythropygia galactotes syriaca (Hemprich and Ehrenberg).
Curruca galactodes, var. syriaca Hemprich and Ehrenberg, Symb. Phys.
Aves fol, bb, 1833.

Very common as a summer visitor and widely distributed, frequenting gard-
ens. According to Ticehurst, et al, (1922), this warbler arrives in late April or
early May, and the majority leave in late October. Breeding, they observed,
starts as early as the end of April, but most nests are found in the middle of May,
and eggs were reported in June and July; so it probably rears two broods. Nests
are usually built some 3 or 4 feet above ground on a young palm tree or in bush-
e, and full clutches contain 4 or 5 eggs, Most nests contain pieces of snake skin
in their lining (Ticehurst, et al., 1926),

According to Weigold (1912), these two races are separated by the Euphrates
in its upper reaches, familiaris to the east and syriaca to the west of the river, but
such separation does not exist elsewhere, In Feluja, for example, both races were
reported breeding (Ticehurst, ef al., 1922), Sarudny (1911) recorded syriaca as
a rare bird in the Karun district; but familigris is very common there, as also in
southern Iraq.

Genus PRINIA Horsfield.
03. STREAKED WREN- /GRACEFUL WARBLER. sied W Ss AN

Prinia gracilis irakensis Meinertzhagen.
Prinia gracilis irakensis Meinertzhagen, Bull. Brit. Orn. Cl, 43, 1923,
P.147.
Burnesia lepida, Cat, B, Brit, Mus., 7, 1883, p.21T.
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This species is common and resident, extending from Kirkuk and Baghdad
south down the Tigris and Euphrates to Fao. In winter, it retreats to thick cover,
especially acacia jungles, corn, and reed beds; but it spreads out in summer or
performs local migrations (Ticehurst, ef al., 1922). According to Ticehurst, ef al.
also, this bird breeds throughout our area, especially in reed beds in ditches and
marshes, where nests with eggs were found from the latter half of May to July, and
fledglings were noted on September 20.  This suggests that more than one brood
may be reared.  They described the nest as an egg-shaped structure of fine grasses,
interwoven and lined with thistle down, and have a deep opening in the side,
Full clutches consist of 4 or 5 eggs.

Genus CISTICOLA Kaup.
94. FAN-TAILED WARBLER. * i) e A le 4

Cisticola juncidis neurotica Meinertzhagen.
Cisticola cisticola neurotica Meinertzhagen, Bull. Brit, Orn, Cl,, 41, 1920
p.25.
Cisticola cisticola, Cat. B, Brit. Mus., 7, 1883, p.250.

Fairly common and resident from Baghdad and Feluja south to Basra, Ac-
cording to Ticehurst, ef al. (1922), nest building was noted on June 12 in green
grass over water or wet ground. A complete nest was seen on July 30, one with
young on July 20, and another with young as late as August 17. The nest is well

concealed and of the usual purse shape, with the opening at the top (Ticehurst,
et al., 1922),

02

Family TIMELIIDAE,

Genus TURDOIDES,
5. HUTTON'S BABBLER. Togle sl qe

Turdoides caudata huttoni (Blyth),

Malacocercus huttoni Blyth, Journ. As, Soc, Bengal, 16, 1847, p.476.
Argya huttoni, Cat. B, Brit. Mus., 7, 1883, P.394.

Evidently a resident bird, reported by Ticehurst, et al. (1922) as occurring around
Baghdad in date-palm gardens, and at Khanakin (Diala Liwa),  They also
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recorded a nest with 3 eggs at Kadhimain on April 13, which they described as
thin-walled cup made of corn stalks, roots, and grass stems interwoven with date
palm fibers and lined with finer fibers. ~ As many as 5 eggs were found in the
nest. We have specimens collected from Baghdad area on August 21 and Novem-

ber 11.
06, MESOPOTAMIAN BABBLER. ¢ A, 505 — A0

Turdoides caudata altirostris (Hartert),
Crateropus altirostris Hartert, Vog. Pal. Fauna, 1, 1910, P.623.

This babbler is peculiar to our area, and is rather patchy in distribution.
Cumming noted it as plentiful at Fao, and as breeding in April and May to the
middle of June, finding eggs as late as June 19 (Sharpe: 1886, 1891).  Clutches
of 3 eggs are usual. Ticehurst, ef al, (1922) reported it as common in palm groves
and cultivated fields around Basra and at Nasiriyah, as well as in the extensive
reed beds in the marshes near Amara, but rather rare in Amara and Kut.

|

Since it inhabits reeds growing in water, it was not found from Kut to Tekrit
on the Tigris, or from Nasiriyah to Feluja on the Euphrates, but was recorded
from Khanakin on the Diala river, It is also resident in the Karun district.

Family MUSCICAPIDA-E.

Genus MUSCICAPA Linné,
97. SPOTTED FLYCATCHER. o Js 1 SLAN Lbls QY

a.  Muscicapa striata striata (Pallas).
Motacilla striata Pallas, Vroeg’s Cat. Varzam. Vog,, etc. 1764, P.3.
Muscicapa grisola, Cat. B. Brit. Mus,, 4, 1879, p.I5L.

b. Muscicapa striata newmanni Poche,
Muscicapa grisola neumanni Poche, Orn, Monatsbr., 1904, p.26.

A fairly common passage migrant and widely distributed, According to
Ticehurst, e al. (1922), it arrives in mid-April and leaves in May, but a few were

]
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reported as late as the second week in June; and is seen again between the second
week in September and late October, They also noted that the second race is
more common than the first,

¢8. PIED FLYCATCHER, C ey ..,,L:.Ul_q]ot; AN

Muscicapa hypoleuca hypoleuca (Pallas).
Motacilla hypoleuca Pallas, Vroeg’s Cat, Verzam. Vog., etc., 1764, p.3.
Muscicapa atricapilla, Cat, B. Brit. Mus., 4, 1879, p.157.

Reported by Weigold (1912) at Urfa on passage for a few days in mid-April.
It may occur in the northern part of our area.

99. COLLARED FLYCATCHER. _ - Gakll SLA Lkl _ a4

a. Muscicapa albicollis albicollis Temminck,
Muscicapa albicollis Temminck, Man, d'Orn., 1815, p.100.
Muscicapa collaris, Cat, B. Brit, Mus., 4, 1879, p.16o0.

b.  Muscicapa albicollis semitorquata Homeyer,
Muscicapa semitorquata Homeyer, Zeitschr. Ges Orn., 2, 1885, p.18s.

The first race was reported by Weigold (1912) at Urfa on passage from April
15 to 21, and possibly occurs in the northern part of our area.

The second race, also noted by Weigold at Urfa, was reported by Ticehurst,
et al. (1926) at Baghdad as early as March # in its spring passage, and as early as
August I4 in its autumn passage. M. a. semitorquata was formerly considered a
race of M. hypoleuca, but, according to Stresemann (Orn, Monatsber., 1926, p.4),
it is in reality a form of M. albicollis.

jo0., RED-BREASTED FLYCATHER. * sdal) el OLA bl Y e

Muscicapa parva parva Bechstein.
Muscicapa parva Bechstein, Latham’s Allg, Uebers, 2, 1794, p.356.
Muscicapa parva, Cat. B. Brit, Mus., 4, 1879, p.161,

Reported by Cumming at Fao on October 10, probably on passage (Sharpe,
1886). %4 B -
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Family PRUNELLIDAE,

Genus FRUNELLA Vieillot.

101, ALPINE ACCENTOR. g sl sgize )0

Prunella collaris caucasicus (Tschusi).
Accentor caucasicus Tschusi, Orn. Monatsber,, 1902, p.186.
Accentor collaris, Cat, B. Brit. Mus,, 7, 1883, p.661.

A winter visitor in northern Iraq, reported by Meinertzhagen (1924) at Dohuk
in small flocks in December, and also by Ticehurst, et al. (1926) in the same area
in winter,

102, HEDGE-SPARROW. o D)) yghas — \ X

Prunella modularis orientalis (Sharpe).
Accentor orientalis Sharpe, Cat. B. Brit, Mus., 7, 1883, p.652.

A common winter visitor in the northern part of the country, reported by
Meinertzhagen (1924) at Mosul, Zakho, Feshkhabur, and Dohuk in December; as
well as by Ticehurst, et al. (1926) at Mosul and Dohuk in winter, Another name
given to this race is obscura of Hablizl,

Family MOTACILLIDAE.

Genus MOTACILLA Linné.

103. PIED /WHITE WAGTAIL, (Ald) oS8 ol el 53 oY

a. Motacilla alba alba 1.,
Motacilla alba L., Syst. Nat,, ed. X, 1758, p.185.
Motacilla alba, Cat. B. Brit, Mus,, 10, 1885, p.464.

b.  Motacilla alba dukhunensis Sykes.
Motacilla dukhunensis Sykes, P.Z,S. London, 1832, p.gI.

c. Motacilla alba persica Blanford,

Motacilla personata, var, persica Blanford, East. Persia, 2, 1876, p.232.
Motacilla persica, Cat, B, Brit. Mus., 10, 1885, p.479.
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d. Motacilla alba personata Gould. e
Motacilla personata Gould, Birds of Asia, 4, 1861, P-93, pl.oa.
Motacilla personata, Cat. B. Brit. Mus., 10, 1885, P-479.

White Wagtails are common winter visitors, and widely distributed in our
area. Reported by Ticehurst, et al. (1921) as arriving early in October, becom-
ing numerous in the latter half of the month, and leaving by the end of March; but
a few stay through April, and, rarely, into May. The typical race seems to be

{he commonest, and the three other races were also reported by Meinertzhagen

11924).

104. BLUE-HEADED WAGTAIL. SR S RL TS S aed =\ £

a. Motacilla flava flava L.
Votacilla flava L., Syst. Nat., ed. X, 1758, p.185.
Motacilla flava, Cat. B. Brit. Mus., 10, 1885, P516.

b. Moiqcilla flava dombrowskit gTschl_xsi).‘ S ;
Budytes flavus dombrowskii Tschusi, Orn. Jahrb., 14, 1903, P.161.

GREY-HEADED WAGTAIL, AN sl b3 -

c. Motacilla flava thunbergi Billberg.
Motacilla thunbergi Billberg, Synop. Faun. Scand.;, Aves, I, ‘1828,

p-30.
YELLOW WAGTAIL. s ‘\J.é...p.;f-'_\,

d. Motacilla flava lutea (Gmelin). :
Parus luteus Gmelin, Reis. d. Russl, .3, 1774. P-19%: pl.zo.

BLACK-HEADED WAGTAIL. . u““.;“ A3 gan 8 E3

e. Motacilla flava feldegg Michahelles.
Motacilla feldegg Michahelles, Isis. 1830, p.812.
Motacilla feldeggi. Cat. B. Brit, Mus,, 10, 1885, P.527.

All races of M, flava are passage migrants in Iraq, the commonest being
dombrowskii and feldegg. According to Ticehurst, et al. (1021), they arrive in
rmid-March or later and leave in late April, the return passage occurs between

carly August and the first days of October.
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Reported by Sarudny (1911) as a winter visitor in the Karun ristrict.

107. TAWNY PIPIT. . Ls,i_,:n_a.h TR T R B

a.  Anthus campestris campestris (L..),
Alauda campestris L., Syst. Nat,, ed, X, 1758, p.166.
Anthus campestris, Cat. B, Brit. Mus., 10, 1885, p.56q.

b.  Anthus campestris griseus Nicoll.
Anthus campestris griseus Nicoll, Bull, Brit, Orn, Cl., 41, 1920, p.25.

The first race was reported as a common winter visitor, frequenting scrub and
desert, and widely distributed in suitable localities, According to Ticehurst,
et al. (1921), it probably arrives in October and leaves in April. Weigold (1912)
reported it at Urfa on April 23. The second race was found in the foot-hills east
of Ali Gharbi on October 6 (Ticehurst, et al., 1926).

108. MEADOW-FIPIT. P V1| RO vl R R

Anthus pratensis (L.).
Alauda pratensis L., Syst, Nat., ed. X, 1758, p.166,
Alauda pratensis, Cat, B, Brit. Mus., 10, 1885, p.580.

An uncommeon winter visitor in small numbers, reported by Ticehurst, et al,
(1g21) as frequenting damp places from November 20 to March 19,  They, later
in (1926), recorded it from the foothills east of Ali Gharbi on October 15,

109. TREE-PIPIT. T s B .

Anthus trivialis trivialis (L,),
Alauda trivialis 1.., Syst. Nat,, ed, X, 1758, p.166.
Anthus cervinus, Cat. B. Brit, Mus,, 10, 1885, p.585.

A passage migrant with wide distribution. Reported by Ticehurst, ef al,
(1921, 1926) in late March and well into April; and again in late September to No-
vember 1, We have a specimen dated September 6, It is a passage migrant
both in the Karun and Urfa districts.
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110. RED-THROATED PIPIT, Vs et il @b NN

Aunthus eervinus (Pallas),
Motacilla cervina Pallas, Zoogr. Rosso-Asiat, 1, 1811, p.511.
Anthus cervinus, Cat, B, Brit, Mus., 10, 1885, p.585.

Probably a rare winter ‘visitor, but the majority seem to be passage migrants,
as most records relate to April and November.

111, WATER-PIPIT. Sl Bl o 1Y)

a, Anthus spinoletta blakistoni Swinhoe.
Anthus blakistoni Swinhoe, Proc, Zoo. Soc,, 1863, p.go.
Anthus spinoleiia, Cat. B. Brit. Mus., 10, 1885, p.592.

b, Anthus spinoletia coutellii Savigny.
Anthus coutell: Savigny, in De:zcr, Egypt, 33, 1828, p.300, pls.

Both races are winter visitors, the first being the commoner, According to Tice-
burst, et al. (1921), this species is more often seen during spring and autumn mig-
ration. Records range in date from November to late March, The second race was
recorded by Sassi (1g12) from Mosul in January,

112. BROWN ROCK-PIPIT. et eV ~ VY
Anthus sordidus decaptus Meinertzhagen. =
Anthus sordidus decaptus Meinertzhagen, Bull Brit. Orn, Cl., 41, 1920,
pP-23.
Anthus sordidus, Cat. B, Brit. Mus,, 10, 1885, p.560.

An uncommon winter visitor in small numbers, reported by Ticehurst, et al.
1921) from Amara on February 11,

101

Family BOMBYCILLIDAE,

(Genus HYPOCOLIUS Bonaparte.
113. GREY HYPOCOLIUS. ; sirgabay Gl ol A VY

Hypocolius ampelinuS Bonaparte.
Hypocolius ampelius Bonaparte, Consp. Gen, Av., 1, 1850, p.336.
Hypocolius ampelinus. Cat, B, Brit, Mus., 3, 1877, p.316.

-y
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A summer visitor and very locally distributed in Iraq, where it is generally
found in date palm groves and scrub jungles, from Mosul to Fao.  Reported by
Cumming as arriving at Fao from the southeast early in April, and breeding in
June and early July (Sharpe, 18g1). He got his first eggs on June 13, and full
clutches, he said, contained 4 eggs. Tomlinson (1916) noted that this bird breeds
up the Karun river in May, and Ticehurst et al. (1922, 1926) reported it breeding
at Baghdad, Adhaim river, and Amara in May also. = The nest was described by
Cumming as built of coarse grass stems or tendrils, lined with fine grass, wool, and,
sometimes, hair, and is placed on a young palm tree or in a bush, some 3 to 5 feet

above the ground.

Meinertzhagen (1924), who noted the bird in a garden at Mosul from November
23 to 26, and obtained two out of eight in a party, remarked that this species does
not remain in its breeding quarters throughout winter, but probably migrates to
restricted winter quarters in northeastern Africa. Other reports show that the
bird is very common from late September to the middle of November in the scrub
jungles along the Adhaim river (Ticehurst, et al., 1922). The bird was described
as very active and restless, running up and down the stems much like a babbler.

Family LANIIDAE.

Genus LANIUS Linné.

114. GREAT GREY SHRIKE. C NS Spe ¢ dBUIN A5 VNS

a. Lanius excubitor pallidirostris Cassin,
Lanius pallidirostris Cassin, Proc, Acad, Philad., 5, 1852, p.244.
Lanius fallax, Cat. B. Brit. Mus,, 8, 1883, p.247.

b, Lanius excubitor aucheri Bonaparte.
Lanius aucheri Bonaparte, Rev. Mag. Zool., 1853, p.294.

Both races were reported by Ticehurst, ef al. (1921) as winter visitors and
widely distributed in this country, inhabiting thin scrub on the desert, and
sometimes gardens as well, A few, they noted, arrive in late September, but the
majority come early in October and are seen through winter, then leave in the
second week of March. Some observers, they added, notéd unidentified birds of
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this species nesting between Baghdad and Musayeb from July onwards, and an
unfinished nest was also found at Samarra. ~ We have a specimen from Baghdad
collected on August 9, 1952, which adds to the evidence of its breeding in Baghdad

area.
115. LESSER GREY SHRIKE, Y pmee D pe o paeo (530 ) — VO

Lanius minor minor Gmelin,
Lanius minor Gmelin, Syst. Nat., 1, 1788, p.308.
Lanius minor, Cat. B. Brit, Mus,, 8, 1883, p.235.

A passage migrant in small numbers and widely distributed,  Spring migra-
taion lasts from late March to early May, and autumn migration from the second
half of August to the third week in September (Ticehurst, ef al., 1921). We have
a specimen from Abu-Ghuraib collected on September 22, 1952,  Sassi (1912)
recorded one specimen from Feshkhabur on July 1.  According to Sarudny (1911)
this bird nests in the Zagros mountains of western Iran,

116. WOODCHAT SHRIKE. v PN« J s Y

Lanius senator niloticus (Bonaparte).
Enneoctonus niloticus Bonaparte, Rev. Mag. Zool., 1853, p.430.
Lanius auriculatus, Cat, B, Brit. Mus,, 8, 1883, p.283.

This bird was reported by Ticehurst, et al. (1921) as a passage migrant,
frequenting the plains in small numbers, It arrives in the second week of March,
becoming numerous up to Ap:il 27; and is seen again from early August to mid-
September. It probably breeds in the mountainous region of Dohuk, as we have a
specimen from there obtained on June g9, 1952, Sarudny (1911) noted it breed-
ing commonly in the Zagros mountains, and Tomlinson (1916) reported it up the
Karun river in early June and thought it breding there.

117. MASKED SHRIKE. P e XYY

Lanius nubicus Lichtenstein,
Lanius nubicus Lichtenstein, Verz, Doubl. Mus, Berlin, 1823, p.47.
Lanius nubicus, Cat, B. Brit, Mus., 8, 1883, p.282,

A common paseage migrant and widely distributed in our area from north to

> |
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south.  According to Ticehurst, ef al. (1921, 1926), spring migrants appear from
early April to the end of the month; but Sassi (1912) reported it from Mosul on May
10. Autumn migrants, according to them also, appear from late August to late
September, and we have two specimens from Baghdad dated September 22
and 25.  Buxton observed them at Amara in the first half of June, and noted
a bird carrying food or nest material on June 17, and so some birds, at least, re-
main to breed in the plains (Ticehurst, et al., 1922). Ward (1919) recorded it
as common in Samarra and breeding in the scrub, and Sarudny (1911) reported it
breeding in the Zagros mountains,

118, RED-BACKED SHRIKE. © el el Jle = VYA

a. Lanius collurio collurio L.

Lanius collurio L., Syst, Nat,, ed. X, 1758, p.o4.
Lanius collurio, Cat, B, Brit. Mus., 8, 1883, p.286.

b. Lanius collurio isabellinus Hemprich & Ehrenberg.
Lanius isabellinus Hemprich and Ehrenberg. Symb. Phys. Fol. e, note,
Lanius isabellinus, Cat, B, Brit. Mus., 8, 1883, p.277.

c.  Lanius collurio phoenicuroides (Schalow).
Otomela phoenicuroides Schalow, Journ, f. Orn., 1875, p.148.
Lanius phoenicuroides, Cat. B, Brit. Mus,, 8, 1883, p.278.

They are largely birds of passage.  The first race is a common passage mig-
rant arriving in the spring in late March and leaving by mid-May; and is again
seen in autumn from late August to late September (Ticehurst, ef al., 1921), We
have a specimen from Baghdad dated September 25, 1950. Cumming recorded
it from Fao as late as May 30 and November 15, in spring and autumn migrations
respectively (Sharpe, 1886).

The Isabelline Shrike (L. c. tsabellinus) is a common winter visitor, frequen-
ting thorny scrub and gardens, and is reported by Ticehurst, ef al. (1921) and by
Cumming, also, as arriving in late September and leaving in late April or early
May, It is also a passage migrant in part,

The Red-tailed Shrike (L. c¢. phoenicuroides) is a passage migrant in the
southern districts of Iraq, and seems to be uncommon as we have a few records

only,
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Family STURNIDAE,

Genus STURNUS Linné.
119. STARLING. S ST R

Sturnus vulgaris vulgaris L.
Sturnus vulgaris L., Syst, Nat., ed. X, 1, 1758, p.167.

Sturnus vulgaris, Cat, B, Brit. Mus., 13, 1800, p.47.

a.

b.  Sturius vulgaris purpurascens Gould,
Sturnus purpurascens Gould, Proc, Zool. Soc., 1868, p.219

Sturnus purpurascens, Cat. B. Brit, Mus., 13, 1800, p.37.

c.  Sturnus vulgaris caucasicus Lorenz.
Sturnus caucasicus Lorenz, Beitr, Orn, Faun, Nord. Caucasus, 1887,

p.o. pl.5, fig.1.
Sturnus causasicus, Cat, B, Brit. Mus,, 13, 180, p.37.

d. Sturnus vulgaris poltaratskii Finsch.
Sturnus poltaratskii Finsch, Proc, Zool. Soc,, 1878, p.713.
Sturnus poltaratskii, Cat. B. Brit, Mus., 13, 1890, p.36.

Sturnus vulgaris nobilior Hume:

€,
Sturnus nobilior Hume, Stray Feathers, 1879, p.175.

Starlings are common winter visitors to the Iraq plains, arriving in late
October and leaving early in March, or rarely after mid-March.
The first and second races are very common and widely distributed. The

third race is less common,  The fourth and fifth races are fairly common.

One race, probably poltaratskii, was reported by Meinertzhagen (1924) as re-
sident and breeding in Mosul, and Sassi (1912) recorded it from there on May 30,

Genus PASTOR Temminck.

120, ROSE-COLOURED STARLING. SR A VGRS A

Pastor roseus (L.).
Turdus roseus L., Syst, Nat., ed. X, 1, 1758, p.170.

Pastor roseus, Cat, B. Brit. Mus., 13, 1800, p.63.

9
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A bird of passage which was reported in May as passing through in flocks over
the Tigris and Euphrates rivers (Ticehurst, et al.: 1921, 1926). We have
a specimen collected by Mr. W.H. Jeffery from T.3 Station (inside Syria) on April
20, 1950.

Family PLOCEIDAE.

Genus PETRONTA Kaup.

12t. ROCK-SPARROW, © B s’ yghaet — YYN
a. Petronia petronia intermedia Hartert.
Petronia petronia intermedia Hartert, Novit, Zool., 4, 1901, p.324.
Passer petronius exiguus Hellmayr., Om. Jahrb., 1902, p.128.

b.  Pelronia petronia exiguua (Hellmayr),
Passer petroniusexiguus Hellmayr,, Orn.'Jahrb., 1902, p.128.

The first race was reported by Sarudny (1911) as a winter visitor in the Karun
district,  The second race is a winter visitor in the northern part of our area, and
was reported at Mosul by Sassi (1912) and Meinertzhagen (1914), and at Dohuk
by Ticehurst, ef al. (1926).  This species inhabits the hills and ‘mountains.

122. DESERT ROCK-SPARROW, 88 o & e setaoe — \YY
Petronia brachydactyla brachydactyla Bonaparte.
Petronia brachydactyla Bonaparte, Consp. Gen, Av.,, 1, 1850, p.513.
Petronia brachydactyla, Cat. B, Brit. Mus,, 12, 1888, p.292.

Flocks of this species were reported on passage in April 18, flying north.
northwesterly at Fatah Gorge up the line of Jebel Hemrin ranges (Ticehurst, et al.,
1021), It is a winter visitor and passage migrant in the Karun district, and
breeds in the Iranian highlands of Luristan (Sarudny, 1911).  According to Vaurie
(Amer. Mus. Novit., No. 1406, 1949, p.2), the genera Petronia, Carpospiza, and
(;ymnoris are so closely related that they should be merged together under Petronia,
as were treated by earlier authors.  The species is still known as Carpospiza brachy-
dactyla by many contemporary authors,
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123. YELLOW-THROATED SPARROW, " I S Bk S\ TY

Petronia xanthocollis transfuga (Hartert),
Gymnoris flavicollis transfuga Hartert, Vog, Pal. Fauna, 1, 1910, p.145.
Petronia flavicollis, Cat, B, Brit. Mus., 12, 1888, p.293.

A summer visitor, frequenting date palm groves from Fao to Baghdad, Not
recorded north of Baghdad, but it is fairly distributed in suitable localities from
Baghdad south to Fao.  According to Ticehurst, et al. (1g21), this bird arrives
in April, breeds in the latter part of May or earlier, and leaves in August and Sep-
tember, Tomlinson (1916) noted it breeding in holes of date trees ranging 8 to 20
feet above the ground, and building its typical sparrow nest out of dead grass and
lining it with feathers,  Full clutches consisted of 5-6 eggs (Sharpe, 1886). The
bird probably rears two broods, as Ticehurst, et al. (1926) reported it breeding at
Baghdad on May 16, and noted flying young there on June 21, then four fresh
eggs on June 30, This bird is still named by many authors “‘Gymnoris x.
tranfuga,”” but I followed Vaurie's decision to merge Gymnoris with Petronia.

Genus PASSER Brisson.

124. HOUSE-SPARROW. ¢ i Jeheat — VYV
Passer domesticus biblicus Hartert.
Passer domesticus biblicus Hartert, Vog. Pal. Fauna, 1, 1910, p.140.
Passer domesticus, Cat, B. Brit. Mus,, 12, 1888, p.307.

Very common and resident throughout the country where food is abundant.
Breeds as early as April, and according to Ticehurst, et al. (1921), Cheesman ob-
served the feeding of young on April 19, It probably rears two broods, as many
nests were found by Ticehurst, ef al, in late June.  Nests were found in scrub
jungle, small bushes or trees, wood roofings, ruins, and holes in trees or banks.
Full clutches contained four eggs.  An albino House-Sparrow was shot at Sersang,

south of Amadia, on November 14, 1952, where it was among a group of ordinary
Sparrows,

125. SPANISH SPARROW, ¢ Pl ssheas VYo
Passer hispaniolensis transcaspicus Tschusi
Passer hispaniolensis transcaspicus Tschusi, Orn. Jahrb., 1903, p.10.
Passer hispaniolensis, Cat. B, Brit, Mus., 12, 1888, p.317.

#
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A common winter visitor, frequenting suitable localities where scrub is abun-
dant.  Reported by Ticehurst, et al, (1921) as arriving at Amara on December 7,
becoming commoner in January, and gradually disappearing towards the middle
of April.  Pitman found it commen at Kut in F ebruary and in scrubby localities
between Kut and Baghdad, and again at Feluja on April 17 during the spring
migration of Wagtails; while Cheesman saw large flocks migrating along the line
of Jebel Hemrin on April 18 (Ticehurst et al., 1921). According to Ticehurst,
et al, (1926), the bird was observed on migration at Pusht-i-Kuh mountains (in
eastern Iraq) on May 16 and October 8,

126, TREE-SPARROW. S Jshear . YT

Passer monianus transcaucasicus Buturlin,
Passer montanus transcaucasicus Buturlin, Ibis, 1906, p.423.
Passer miontanus, Cat. B. Brit, Mus., 12, 1888, p.301.

A winter visitor reported among flocks of Spanish Sparrows at Felahiya (near
Baghdad) on February 10 (Ticehurst, et al., 1921), but we have no other records
so far.  This race also occurs in northern Iran in winter,

127. SCRUB-SPARROW. oY) sshas _ YV

Passer moabiticus moabiticus Tristram.
Passer moabiticus Tristram, Proc. Zool, Soc., 1864, p.169.
Passer moabiticus, Cat. B, Brit. Mus., 12, 1888, p.321.

A local resident in deep scrub jungles where it is found in flocks, wandering
farther afield from its breeding haunts in winter (Ticehurst, ef al., 1g21). Re
ported as occurring among flocks of House-Sparrows. Cheesman (Bull, B.0.C.,
40, 1919, p.59) described a colony of this bird (under the name of P.m. mesopoiami-
cus Sarudny) which he saw on May 1, 19109, saying that it was found in a thick scrub
jungle near Baghdad, several miles in extent on the banks of the Tigris.  The
nests were 5 to 8 feet above the ground, built of comparatively large sticks, and
lined with down from rushes and thistles with a few fibers and small feathers; the
roof is covered, but a small hole is left for entrance. Up to 6 eggs were found
in the nest.  Ticehurst, et al. (1926) reported two other colonies on May 16, and
a nest holding 6 eggs on June 12. It may be found mixed with Spanish Sparrows,
as reported by Cheesman also, who saw them near Amara on January 13,
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Family FRINGILLIDAE,

Subfamily CARDUELINAE,.
Genus FRINGILLA Linné,
128. CHAFFINCH. (L) praes Pl sheas — VYA

Fringilla coelebs coelebs 1.
Fringilla coelebs L., Syst, Nat., ed. X, 1, 1758, p.179.
Fringilla coelebs, Cat, B, Brit. Mus,, 12, 1888, p171.

A common wiater visitor to our plains, and is usually found in gardens. Re
ported by Ticehurst, et al. (1921) from November 2 to March 8 in various places
throughout the country,  The latest record is from Ba’quba on March 11, 1952,

129. BRAMBLING. Cde o YA

Fringilla montifringilla 1.
Fringilla montifringilla L., Syst, Nat., ed, X, 1, 1758, p.170.
Fringilla montifringilla, Cat. B, Brit. Mus,, 12, 1888, p.178.

A winter visitor frequenting Tamarisks, wheat fields, or other crops in small
flocks.  Recorded from Dohuk south to Baghdad between November and Feb-
ruary. Sarudny (1911) listed it as a winter visitor in small numbers in the Karun
district.

Genus SERINUS Koch.
130. RED-FRONTED SERIN. © Qed) e LS Y

Serinus pusillus (Pallas).
Passer pusillus Pallas, Zoogr, Rosso.-Asiat., 2, 1811, p.28, pl. 43.
Serinus pusillus, Cat. B, Brit. Mus., 12, 1888, p.373.

An uncommon winter visitor, frequenting the highlands, Reported by
Meinertzhagen (1924) and Ticehurst, et al. (1926) from Dohuk in winter; and also
v Buxton from Amara on February 7, 1018.

3
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131, SYRIAN /TRISTRAM’S SERIN. Gy LS VR

L Serinus canarius syriacus Bonaparte.

Serinus syriacus Bonaparte, Consp. Gen. Av,, 1, 1850, p.523.
Serinus caronicus, Cat. B, Brit, Mus., 12, 1888, p.372.

% Reported by Ticehurst, et al. (1g26) as fairly common at Dohuk in the latter
half of December, and at Mosul in January,

- Genus CARDUELIS Boie,

g r32. GOLDFINCH. *Oses o \YY
Y
a. Carduehs carduelis loudoni Sarudny.

Carduelis carduelis loudoni Sarudny, Orn. Monatsber., 1906, p.48.
Carduelis carduelis, Cat. B. Brit, Mus., 12, 1888, p.185.

b.  Carduelis carduelis niediecki Reichenow.

Carduelis carduelis niediecki Reichenow, Journ. f. Orn., 1907, p.623.

The first race is a rather scarce winter visitor, and was reported from Amara,
probably coming from its breeding haunts in Iran (Ticehurst, et al., 1g21),

The second race is fairly common at Dohuk and Mosul and less common else-

where in Iraq, as it is a bird of the highlands. It probably breeds in the extreme

A north of Iraq, as Meinertzhagen (1924) found an old nest at Feshkhabur, Accor-

ding to Ticehurst, ef al. (1921), it arrives from late November and probably leaves

in late February. = We have obtained 3 specimens from Baghdad on March 11,

1952. C. c. volgensis Buturlin was recorded by Sarudny (1911) in winter at the

Karun district; and Weigold (1912) obtained the typical race, carduelis, at Urfa

< in April.  The bird was seen in flocks in the gardens of Amara and on thistles at
Suleimaniyah (Ticehurst, ef al., 1921).

n 133. SISKIN. s Sadil-apen < Y¥Y

Carduelis spinus (L.).
Fringilla spinus L., Syst, Nat., ed. X, 1, 1758, p.181.
Chrysomitris spinus, Cat. B. Brit, Mus., 12, 1888, p.212.

An uncommon winter visitor, reported by Ticehurst, et al, (1921, 1926) from
Suleimaniyah and Mosul, and by Meinertzhagen (1924) from Baghdad, in Jan-

-
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nary. It arrives late in October as we have two specimens from H.z Station
shot by Mr, Jeffery on October 31, 1950.

134. GREENFINCH., G \YE

Carduelis chloris turkestanicus (Sarudny).
Chloris chloris turkestanicus Sarudny, Orn, Monatsber.,, 1907, p.6I.
Chloris chloris, Cat. B, Brit. Mus,, 12, 1888, p.21.

Reported as common in the gardens of Dohuk on October 17 onwards, and
also at Mosul in January (Ticehurst, et al., 1926).

Genus ACANTHIS Borkhausen,
135. LINNET. « ol o VYO

Acanthis cannabina fringillirostris (Bonaparte), (-bella Brehm).
Linota fringillirostris Bonaparte, Consp, Gen, Av. 1, 1850, p.539,

A winter visitor arriving in early November and probably leaving by the end
of February, Recorded by Meinertzhagen (1914, 1924) at Mosul and Erbil; by Tice-
hurst, et al, (1921, 1926) at Dohuk, Kirkuk, Suleimaniyah, and Amara in winter;
and by Sassi (1912) at Mosul in February, Sarudny (1911) listed it as a winter
visitor and passage migrant in the Karun district,

Genus RHODOPECHYS Cabanis.
136, DESERT-FINCH. * S e S35y Jsheee — YT

Rhodopechys obsoleta (Lichtenstein).

Fringilla obsoleta Lichtenstein, in Eversmann’s ‘‘Reise Orenb, Buchara”,
Anhang, 1826, p.132.

Rhodospiza obsoleia, Cat. B. Brit. Mus,, 12, 1888, p.282.

A scarce visitor reported at Baghdad, Hilla, and Amara from December to
February, frequenting gardens in small flocks (Ticehurst, et al.: 1921, 1926).

137. TRUMPETER BULLFINCH, ¢ 03— ATV

Rhodopechys githaginea crassirostris (Blyth).
Carpodacus crassirostris Blyth, Journ, As, Soc. Bengal, 16, 1847, p.476.
Erythropiza githaginea, Cat, B, Brit. Mus,, 12, 1888, p.284.

Probably occurring in the Fao area in winter, and Sarudny (1911) recorded
it as nesting and wintering in the Karun district. Tomlinson (1916) found a nest
olding 5 eggs near Ahwaz on March 25.

)
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Genus COCCOTHRAUSTES Brisson.

138. HAWFINCH. PRI - A

Coccothraustes coccothraustes (coccothraustes L. 7).
Loxia coccothraustes L., Syst. Nat., X, 1, 1758, p.171.
Loxia coccothaustes, Cat. B, Brit. Mus., 12, 1888, p.36.

One adult male was obtained alive from Sersang, south of Amadia, on Novem-
ber 22, 1952, This is the first record in Iraq. The race is not determined yet.
but it could be either the typical race or nigricans of the Caucasus.

Subfamily EMBERIZINAE,

Genus EMBERIZA Linné.
139. CORN -BUNTING, PEPREPRY 191 | IR UDRTORMET L

Emberiza calandra L.
Emberiza calandra L., Syst, Nat., ed. X, 1, 1758, p.176,
Miliaria miliaria, Cat. B. Brit, Mus,, 12, 1888, p.552.

A resident bird which is common and widely distributed in winter, frequenting
scrub, arable land, and corn fields, Reported as migrating locally from one
place to another beyond the breeding season, and especially in winter,  According
o Ticehurst, et al. (1921, 1926), this bird breeds in Shergat area (south of Mosul)
in March, where a nest containing 6 eggs was found on the 24th, and two others,
one with 3 eggs and 4 young and the other with 5 eggs, were found in April, It
probably breeds elsewhere, as in Amara, where Buxton got a male with testes well
advanced on April 7 (Ticehurst, ef al., 1921).  Meinertzhagen (1924) reported
it as common in south Kurdistan and around Mosul in winter.

140. YELLOW BUNTING . ¢ e hiviy o N

Emberiza citrinella erythrogenys Brehm,
Emberiza erythrogenys Brehm, Vogelfang. 18535, p.414.
Emberiza citrinella, Cat, B, Brit, Mus., 12, 1888, p.515.

A winter visitor in small numbers, reported at Basra on April 10, and at
Dohuk on Cctober 13 and December 15 (Ticehurst, et al.: 1921, 1926). Sassi
{1912) recorded it from Mosul on January 23. It is a winter visitor in the Karun
district, and was recorded by Weigold (1912) at Urfa on April 8,
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141. PINE-BUNTING. ~ 5ot sy Rei3s —- VAN

Emberiza leucocephala S,G, Gmelin,
Emberiza leucocephalos S.G. Gmelin, Nov. Comm. Acad. Sci. Imp.
Petropol., 15, 1771, p.480, pl.23.
Emberiza leucocephala, Cat. B. Brit. Mus,, 12, 1888, p.540.

A winter visitor, and the only record we have is that of Meinertzhagen (1914)
who saw it just north of Baghdad in January,

142, BLACK-HEADED BUNTING. o b s dlips = VEY

Emberiza melanocephala Scopoli.
Emberiza melanocephala Scopoli, Annus I, Hist. Nat., 1769, p.142.
Emberiza melanocephala, Cat. B. Brit, Mus,, 12, 1888, p.503.

A passage migrant of which we have spring records only. Reported as ar-
riving about the middle of April and leaving late in the month, but a few may be
seen as late as May 15 (Ticehurst, ef al.: 1921, 1926).  We have a specimen from
Swaratuka (north of Dohuk) shot on June 10, 1952. It probably breeds in north-
ern Iraq as Sassi (1912) got 17 eggs from there. Mr. SE. Steward saw many nests
and eggs at Mosul, Erbil, and near Zakho in April and May, 1940.

i43. RED-HEADED BUNTING, o o e Al VEY

Emberiza bruniceps Brandt,

Emberiza bruniceps Brandt, Bull, Acad, Sci. St-Petersb., 9, 1841, p.12.
Emberiza luteola, Cat. B. Brit, Mus., 12, 1888, p.5006.

The only record is that of Cumming who got a young bird of this species at
Fao on September 1 (Sharpe, 1886).  Its status is not clear,

144. ORTOLAN BUNTING. paatht b o oMbt _ \EE

Emberiza hortulana 1.
Emberiza hortulana L., Syst. Nat., ed, X, 1, 1758, p.177.
Emberiza hortulana, Cat. B. Brit, Mus., 12, 1888, p.530.

A passage migrant in fairly large numbers and widely distributed from Mosul
to Fao.  According to Ticehurst, et al. (1921), flocks were seen passing up the line
of Jebel Hemrin ranges taking a north-northwesterly direction.  First arrival in
spring was observed at Kut on April 7-10; last seen was on May 8  Reported at
Shaiba on September 27, the only autumn record,

.
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145. GREY-NECKED BUNTING, © oaadl Golay dyy VS0
Emberiza buchanani huttoni (Blyth).
Euspiza huttoni Blyth, Journ. As. Soc, Bengal, 18, 1849, p.811.
Ewmberiza buchanani, Cat, B. Brit. Mus., 12, 1888, p.533.

Recorded by Sarudny (1911) as a passage migrant in the Karun district, and
nesting in small numbers in the Zagros mountains,

146. GREY-HEADED BUNTING. SRR I | Golay dgs - V8T

Emberiza cineracea semenowi Sarudny,
Emberiza semenow: Sarudny, Orn, Jahrb., 15, 10904, p.117.
Emberiza cinerea, Cat, B. Brit. Mus., 12, 1888, p.529.

A scarce passage migrant in the Karun district, and nesting in large numbers in
Arabistan, Iran (Ticehurst, et al., 1921). It also occurs in Syria and Asia Minor;

and probably in our area, too.
r47. ROCK-BUNTING, o Rbbeis gy ~ VBV

Emberiza cia par Hartert,
Ewmberiza cia par Hartert, Vog. Pal. Fauna, 1, 1904, p.184.
Emberiza cia, Cat, B. Brit. Mus., 12, 1888, p.537.

A winter visitor which was obtained from a flock at Dohuk on December 15
(Ticehurst, et al., 1926), and is possibly more numerous than the reports indicate,

148, RUSTIC-BUNTING., s Ly Ao — VEA

Emberiza rustica Pallas,
Emberiza rustica Pallas, Reise d. versch, Prov, Russ. Reichs, 3, 1776,

p-608.
Emberiza rustica, Cat. B. Brit. Mus,, 12, 1888, p.490.

Recorded by Sarudny (1911) as a winter visitor in the Karun district, but we
have no records from Iraq proper, although its occurrence is likely.

149. STRIOLATED BUNTING. o dabases Aoy — V89

Emberiza striolata striolata (Lichtenstein),
Fringilla striolata Lichtenstein, Verz, Doubl. Zool, Mus, Berlin, 1823,
p-24.
Fringillaria striolata, Cat B. Brit. Mus,, 12, 1888, p.3561.
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Recorded by Sarudny (1911) as a winter visitor in the Karun district, and
“ay nest there in the low hills (Ticehurst, ef al., 1921). It occurs in Palestine,

Arabia, and southern Iran.
:50. REED-BUNTING. * el Ay Vo

Emberiza schoeniclus pallidior Hartert,
Emberiza schoeniclus pallidior Hartert, Vog. Pal, Fauna, 1, 1910, p.197.
Emberiza schoeniclus, Cat, B. Brit. Mus,, 12, 1888, p.480.
F-

A winter visitor which is uncommon or, perhaps, very local. A flock was
noted near Kut on scrub growing along the bank of the Tigris in January; and
single birds seen at Samarra on December 18, at Sheikh Saad on December 6, and at
Basra in reed beds on November 2o, (Ticehurst, et al., 1921). Also recorded from
Zakho and Kirkuk in December by Meinertzhagen (1924). Saruday (191I) re-
corded it as a winter visitor in the Karun district, as well as the typical race of which
we have no record at present for Iraq. :

THE END.

‘N
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INDEX

This simplified index is basically an index of English and Scientific names as
applied in this study. Larger taxonomic groups (orders, suborders, families, and
subfamilies) are not indexed, nor any synonyms of scientific names.  The Table
of Contents provides adequate reference to the system of classification adopted in
this paper, and major groups are to be looked for there,

Acanthis cannabina fringillirostris, 142 guerquedula, 16

Accentor, Alpine, 128
Accipiter brevipes, 23
nisus misosimilis, 24
n, nisus, 24
Acrocephalus a. arundinaceus, 118
a. zarudnyi, 118
griseldis, 119
palustris, 119
schoenobaenus, 119
s. scirpaceus 119,
Actitis hypoleucos, 52
Aegypius monachus, 28
Alauda arborea pallida, o3
arvensis cantarella, o2
a. dulcivox, g2
Alcedo a. atthis, 8o
a. pallasii, 8o
Alectoris graeca kurdestanica, 35
g. werae, 35
Ammomanes deserti cheemani, 87
d. coxi, 87
d, deserti, 87
phoenicura arenicolor, 88
Ammoperdix griseogularis, 35
Anas a. acuta, 17
angustirostris, 17
¢, crecea, 17
falcata, 17
p. platyrhynchos, 16

Anhinga rufa chantrei, 6
Anser albifrons albifrons, 14
a, erythropus, 15

anser, I4
Anthropoides virgo, 38
Anthus c. campestris, 131
cervinus, 132
griseus, 131
pratensis, 131
¥, richardi, 130
sordidus decaptus, 132
spinoletta coutellii, 132
s. blakistoni, 132
t. trivialis, 131
Apus affinis galilejensis, 79
apus pekinensis, 79
p. pallidus, 79
Aquila ¢, chrysaetus, 25
clanga, 27
h. heliaca, 26
nipalensis orientalis, 25
p. pomarina, 27
rapax raptor, 26
Ardea c. cinerea, 5
goliath, 7
p. purpurea, 7
Ardeola r. ralloides, 8
Arenaria i, interpres, 52
Asio f, flammeus, 77

}('



0. otus, 76

Athene noctua bactriana, 76

Avocet, 57

Aythya ferina, 19
fuligula, 1q
marila, 20

nyroca, 19

Babbler, Hutton's, 125

Mesopotamian, 126
Bee-eater, 81

Indian, 82

Persian, 82
Jittern, 10

Little, 10
Blackbird, 104
Blackcap, 121
Bluethroat, 113
Botaurus s. stellaris, 10
Brambling, 140
Branta ruficollis, 15
Bubo bubo nikolskii, 75
Bubulcus 1. ibis, 8
Bucephala c. clangula, 20
Bulbul, White-eared, 102

Yellow-vented, 102

Bullfinch, Trumpeter, 142
Bunting, Black-headed, 144

Corn-, 143
Grey-necked, 145
Ortolan, 144
Pine-, 144
Red-headed, 144
Reed-, 146
Rock-, 145
Rustic, 145
Striolated, 145
Yellow, 143
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Burhinus oedinemus astatus, 58
oe. saharae, 58

Bustard, Great, 42
Little, 41
Macqueen's, 42

Buteo r. rufinus, 24
v. vulpinus, 24

Buzzard, Honey-, 22
Long-legged, 24
Steppe-, 24

Calandrella cinerea brachydaciyla, &

c. longipennis, 8g
rufescens heinei, 89
r, minor, 89
r. persica, 89
r. pseudobaetica, 89
Capella g. gallinago, 53
media, 53
Caprimulgus ae, aegyptius, 78
europaeus meridionalis, 78
e. sarudnyi, 78
e. unwini, 78
Carduelis carduelis loudoni, 141
c. niediecki, 141
chloris turkestanicus, 142
spinus, 141
Casarca ferruginea, 15
Casmerodius a. albus, 8
Certhilauda alaudipes doriae, 88
Ceryle r. rudis, 8o
Cettia ceitia orientalis, 117
Chaffinch, 140
Charadrius a. alexandrinus, 47
dubius curonicus, 46
hiaticula tundrae, 46
leschenaultii, 47
Chaulelasmus streperus, 18



Chettusia leucura, 43
Chiffchatf, 115
Chlamydotes undulata macqueeni, 42
Chlidonias h, hybrida, 63

leucoptera, 63

n. nigra, 63
Chough, Red-billed, g6
Ciconia c. ciconia, 11

nigra, 11
Cinclus cinclus (caucasicus), 102
Circus ae. aeruginosus, 30

€y, cyaneus, 29

MACTOUTUS, 29

pygargus, 30
Cisticola juncidis newrotica, 125
Clamator glandarius, 73
Coccothraustes c. coccothraustes, 143
Columba livia gaddi, 69

0. oenas, 6g

p. palumbus, 69
Colymbus ¢, cristatus, 2

n. nigricollis, 2
Coot, 41
Coracias b, benghalensis, 83

g. garrulus, 82

g. semenowi, 83
Cormorant, 5

Green, 5

Pygmy, 5
Corvus corax laurencei, 98

corone capellanus, g7

c. sardonius, g7

c. sharpeii, g7

f. frugilegus, o7

monedula soemmeringii, g7
Coturnix c¢. coturnix, 36
Courser, Cream-coloured, 39
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Crake, Baillon's, 39
Corn-, 39
Little, 39
Spotted, 40
Crane, Common, 38
Demoiselle, 38
Creeper, Wall-, 101
Crex crex, 39
Crocethia alba, 54
Crow, Hooded, g7
Cuckoo, %3
Great Spotted, 73
Cuculus canorus canorus, 73
c. subtelephonus, 73
Curlew, Common, 49
Slender-billed, 48
Stone., 58
Cursorius ¢, cursor, 59
Cygnus olor, 14
Darter, 6
Delichon u. urbica, 95
Demiegretta asha, g
Dendrocopos medius sancti-johannis, 86
s. syriacus, 85
Dipper, Black-bellied, 102
Dotterel, 48
Dove, Little Brown, 71
Ring-, 70
Rock-, 67
Stock-, 69
Turtle-, 70
Dromas ardeola, 57
Duck, Ferruginous, 19
Marbled, 17
Ruddy Sheld-, 15
Scaup-, 2o
Sheld-, 16
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Stiff-tailed, 20 Erythropygia galactotes familiaris, 124
Tufted, 19 g. syriaca, 124
White-faced, 20 Ludromias morinellus, 48
. Dunlin, 55 Eupoda asiatica, 47
Eagle, Bonelli’s, 25 Falco biarmicus tanypterus, 31
Booted, 25 ¢, insignis, 33
—n Golden, 25 columbarius aesalon, 32
5! Imperial, 26 c. christiani-ludovici, 32
‘ Lesser Spotted, 27 ¢, insignis, 32
Spotted, 27 n.. nawmanni, 33
Stephe-, 26 peregrinus babylonicus, 32
Tawny, 26 p. brookei, 31
White-crowned, 27 5. subbuteo, 32
White tailed Sea, 27 t. tinnunculus, 33
Egret, Little, g 5 Falcon, Lanner, 31
Egretta g. garzetta, g Lesser Peregrine, 31
Emberiza bruniceps, 144 Saker-, 31
buchanani huttoni, 145 Fieldfare, 104
calandra, 143 Finch, Desert, 142
cia par, 145 Flamingo, 13
cineracea semenowi, 145 ' Flycatcher, Collared, 127
£ citrinella erythrogenys, 143 Pied, 127
hortulana, 144 Red-breasted, 127
leucocephala, 144 Spotted, 126
melanocephala, 144 Francolinus francolinus arabistanicus, 36
rustica, 145 f. francolinus, 36
S schoeniclus pallidior, 146 Fringilla c. coelebs, 140
striolata striolata, 145 montifringilla, 140
- Eremophila alpestris bilopha, g1 Fulica a. atra, 41
Eremopterix albifrons sincipitalis, 8  Gadwall, 18
Erithacus rubecula caucasicus, 114 Galerida cristata altirostris, g2
r. hyrcanus, 114 Gallinula ¢, chloropus, 40
r. rubecula, 114 Gallinule, Purple, 40
Erolia a. alpina, 55 Garganey, 16
g minuta, 54 Garrulus glandarius krynickii, ob
temminckii, 55 Gelochelidon n, nilotica, 64

testacea, 55 Geronticus eremita, 12



Glareola nordmanni, 60
p. pratincola, 59

Godwit, Bar-tailed, 49
Black-tailed, 49

Goldeneye, 20

Goldfinch, 141

Goosander, 21

Goose, Gray Lag-, 14
Lesser White-fronted, 14
Red-breasted, 15

White-pronted, 14
Grebe, Black-necked, 2
Great- Crested, 2
Little, 2
Greenfinch, 142
Greenshank, 51
Grus g. grus, 38
Gull, Black-headed, 62
Common, 61
Great Black-headed, 62
Herring-, 61
Lesser Black-backed, 61
Little, 62
Slender- billed, 62
Gypaetus barbatus aureus, 29
Gyps f. fulvus, 28
Haematopus o. ostralegus, 43
Halcyon s. smyrnensis, 81
Haliaeetus albicilla, 27
leucoryphus, 27
Halietor pygmeus, 5
Harrier, Hen-, 29
Marsh-, 30
Montagu’s, 30
Pallid, 29
Hawfinch, 143
Hawk, Levant Sparrow-, 23

o6

Sparrow-, 24
Hen, Water-, 40
Heron, 7

Buff-backed, 8
Great White , 8
Goliath, 7
Night-, g
Purple, 7
Reef-, g
Squacco, 8
Hieraeetus f, fasciatus, 25
pennatus, 25
Himantopus h, himantopus, 56
Hippolais icterina alaris, 120
languida, 120
pallida elaeica, 120
Hirundo daurica rufula, g4
obsoleta perpallida, o3
r. rustica, 94
Hobby, 32
Hoope, 83
Hoplopterus spinosus, 45
Houbara, 42
Hydroprogne t. tschegrava, 64
Hypocolius ampelinus, 132
Hypocolius, Grey, 132
Ibis, Glossy, 12
Hermit, 12
Sacred, 11
Iramia gutturalis, 115
Ixobrychus m. minutus, 10
Jackdaw, g7
Jay, 96
Jynx t. torquilla, 85
Kestrel, 33
Lesser, 33
Ketupa zeylonensis semenowi, 5z



Kingfisher, 8o
Pied, 8o
White-breasted, 81
Kite, Black, 23
Black-eared, 23
Common, 22
~— Lammergeier, 29
Lanius c. collurio, 135
c. isabellinus, 135
c. phoenicuroides, 135
excubitor aucheri, 133
e. pallidirostris, 133
m, minor, 134
nubicus, 134
senator niloticus, 134
Lapwing, 44
Red-wattled, 44
Lark, Bar-tailed Desert-, 88
Bifasciated, 88
Bimaculated, o1
Calandra, go
Crested, g2
Desert-, 87
Desert Horned, g1
Finch-, 87
Lesser Short-toed, 89
Y Short-toed, 89
Larus argentatus cachinnans, 61
~ a, heuglini, 61
c.canus, 61
f. fuscus, 61
genei, 62
ichthyaetus, 62
minutus, 62
ridibundus, 62
Limicola f. falcinellus, 56
Limosa I, lapponica, 49
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limosa limosa, 49
Linnet, 142
Lobipes lobatus, 57
Lobivanellus indicus aigneri, 44
Locustella f. fluviatilis, 118
l. luscinioides, 118
naevia straminea, 113
Luscinia luscinia, 113
megarhycos africana, 112
m, hafizi, 112
suecica magna, 113
s. occidentalis, 113
s, Suecica, 113
Lusciniola melanopogon mimica, 117
Lymmnocryptes minima, 54
Magpie, gb
Mallard, 16
Mareca penelope, 18
Martin, House-, g5
Pale Crag-, 93
Sand-, 93
Melanocorypha bimaculata, o1
c. calandra, go
c. psammochroa, go
Merganser, Red-breasted, 21
Mergellus albellus, 21
Mergus m. merganser, 21
serrator, 21
Merlin, Asiatic, 32
Common, 32
Pallid, 32
Merops apiaster, 81
orientalis beludschicus, 82
superciliosus persicus, 82
Milvus 1, lineatus, 23
migrans migrans, 23
milvus milvus, 22



Monticola s, saxatilis, 105

solitarius longirostris, 10%
Moorhen, 40
Motacilla a, alba, 128

a. dukRhunensis, 128

a, persica, 128

a, personata, 129

cinerea caspica, 130

c. cinerea, 130

flava dombrowskii, 120

f. feldegg, 129

f. flava 129

f. lutea, 129

f. thunbergi, 129
Muscicapa a. albicollis, 127

a, semilorquata, 127

h. hypoleuca, 127

p. parva, 127

striata newmanni, 126

5. striata, 126
Neophron p. percnopterus, 28
Netta rufina, 19
Nightingale, 112

Thrush-, 113
Nightjar, 78
Egyptian, 78

Numenius a. arquata, 49
p. phaeops, 48
tenuirostris, 48
Nuthatch, Rock-, 100
Small Rock-, 101
Nycticorax n, nycticorax, g
OEnanthe albinigra, 109
deserti atrogularis, 106
finschii barnesi, 107
hispanica melanoleuca, 105
isabellina, 107

1
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l. leucomela, 106
leucopyga ernesti, 10Q
lugens lugens, 108
I, persica, 108
moesta brooksbanki, 108 S
oe, oenanthe, 105
picata, 109 N
xanthoprymna chrysopygia, 16&
X, cummingi, 107
X. xanthoprymna, 107
Oriole, Golden, g5
Oriolus o, oriolus, 95
Osprey, 30
Ostrich, Arabian, 1
Otis t. tarda, 42
Otus brucei, 74
scops pulchellus, 75
Owl, Barn-, 74
Eagle-, 75
Little, 76
Long-eared, 76
Oriental Fish-, 75
Scops-, 75 L
Short-eared, 77
Striated Scops-, 74
Tawny, 76
Oxyura leucocephala, 20
Opyster-catcher, 43
Pandion h. haliaetus, 30
Parakeet, Rose-ringed, 72 -
Partridge, Black, 36
Chukar, 35
Seesee, 35
Parus c. caeruleus, gg
¢, satunini, 99
lugubris anatoliae, gy 3
I. dubius, 98 )



major blanfordi, gg
Passer domesticus biblicus, 13}
Pandion h, haliaetus, 30
Parakeet, Rose-ringed, 72
Partridge, Black, 36
Chukar, 35
Seesee, 35
Parus c. caeruleus, 99
Parus c. caeruleus, g9
c. satunini, gg
lugubris anatoliae, gg
lugurbis anatoliae, gg
major blanfordi, og
Passer domesticus biblicus, 138
hispaniolensis transcaspicus, 138
m. moabiticus, 139
montanus transcaucasicus, 130
Pastor roseus, 136
Pelecanus crispus, 4
onocrotalus, 4
roseus, 4
Pelican, Dalmatian, 4
Rosy, 4
White, 4
Pernis a, apivorus, 22
Petronia b. brachydactyla, 137
petronia exiguuna, 137
p. intermedia, 137
xanthocollis transfuga, 138

Phalacrocorax aristotelis desmarestit, 5
carbo sinensis, 5

Phalarope, Red-necked, 57

Philomachus pugnax, 56

Phoenicopterus antiqguorum, 13

Phoenicurus erythronotus, 112

0. ochruros, II1
0, phoenicuroides, 111
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phoenicurus mesoleuca, 111
p. phoenicurus, 111
Phylloscopus bonelli orientalis, 117
collybitus abietinus, 115
c. collybitus, 115
c. lorenzit, 115
c. sindianus, 115
c. tristris, 115
s. stbilatrix, 116
trochilus eversmanmni, 116
t. trochilus, 116
Pica pica bactriana, b

Pigeon,, Wood-, 69

Pintail, 17
Pipit, Brown Rock-, 132
Meadow-, 13T

Red-throated,
Richard’'s 130

132

Tawny, 131
Tree-, 131
Water-, 132

Platalea leucorodia major, 12
Plegadis f. falcinellus, 12
Plover, Asiatic Golden, 46
Caspian, 46
Grab-, 57
Golden, 43
Grey, 45
Kentish, 46
Large Sand-, 46
Little Ringed, 46
Sociable, 44
Spur-winged, 45
White-tailed, 43
Pluvialis a. apricaria, 45
dominica fulva, 46

Pochard, Common, 19



Red-crested, 19

Poliocephalus ruficollis iraquensis, 2

r. ruficollis, 2

Porphyrio poliocephalus seistanicus, 40

Porzana parva parva, 39
Porzana, 40
pusilla intermedia, 39
Pranticole, 59
Black-winged, 6o
Prinia gracilis irakensis, 124
Prunella collaris caucasicus, 128
modularis orientalis, 128
Psittacula krameri, 72
Pterocles alchata caudacutus, 67
coronatus atratus, 68
lichtensteini arabicus, 68
0. orientalis, 68
s. senegallus, 67

Pycnonotus capensis xanthopygos, 102

leucotis mesopotamiae, 102

Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax docilis, 66

Quail, 36
Rail, Land-, 39
Water-, 38

Rallus aquaticus korejewi, 38
Raven, ¢8
Recurvirostra avosetta, 57
Redshank, Common, 350
Spotted, 50
Redstart, 111
Black, 111
Eversmann’s 112
Remiz pendulinus persimilis, 100

Rhodopechys githaginea crassirvostris, 142

obsoleta, 142
Riparia r, riparia, o3
Robin, 114
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White-throated, 115
Roller, 82
Indian, 83
Rook, 97
Ruff, 56
Sanderling, 54
Sandgrouse, Black-bellied, 68
Close-barred, 68
Coronetted, 68
Imperial, 68
Large Pin-tailed, 67
Spotted, 67
Sandpiper, Broad-billed, 56
Common, 52
Curlew-, 55
Green, 51
Marsh-, 50
Terek, 52
Wood-, 51
Saxicola caprata bicolor, 110
7. rubetra, 109
torquata maura, 110
t. rubicola, 110
Scolopax r. rusticola, 53
Serin, Red-fronted, 140
Syrian, 141
Tristram’s, 141
Serinus caucasicus syriacus, 141
pusillus, 140
Shag, 5
Shoveler, 18
Shrike, Great Grey, 133
Lesser Grey, 134
Masked, 134
Red-backed, 135
Woodchat, 134
Siskin, 141



Sitta newmayer tschitscherini, 101
tephronota dresseri, 100
t. kurdistanica, 100

Skua, Arctic, 60

Skylark, o2

Smew, 21

Snipe, Common, 53

Great, 53
Jack, 54
Sparrow, Desert Rock-, 137
Hedge-, 128
House-, 138
Rock-, 137
Scrub-, 139

Spanish, 138
Tree-, 139
Yellow-throated, 138
Spatula clypeata, 18
Spoonbill, 12
Squatarola squatarola, 45
Starling, 136
Rose-coloured, 136
Stercorarius parasiticus, 60
Sterna albifrons innominata, 63
anaethetus fuligula, 65
h. hirundo, 64
repressa, 65
Stilt, Black-winged, 56
Temminck’s, 355
Stonechat, 110
Pied, 110
Stork, Black, 11
White, 11
Streptopelia d, decaocto, 70
senegalensis cambayensis, 71
turtur aremicola, 70

t, turtur, 70
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Strix aluco sancti-nicolai, 76
Struthio camelus syriacus, 1
Sturnus vulgaris caucasicus, 130
v. nobilior, 136
v. poltaratskii, 136
v, purpurascens, 136
v, vulganis, 136
Swallow, g4
Red-rumped, o4
Swan, Mute, 14
Swift, 79
Common Indian, 79
Pallid, 79
Svylvia a. atricapilla, 121
borin, 121
communis icterops, 122
consp. conspicillata, 123
curruca affinis, 122
c. curruca, 122
hortensis crassirostris, 121
m, melanocephala, 123
m. mystacea, 123
n. nana, 122
nisoria nisoria, 121
Tadorna todorna, 16

Teal, 17
Falcated, 17

Tern, Black, 63
Bridled, 65
Caspian, 64
Common, 64
Crested, 66

Gull-billed, 64
Lesser Sooty, 65
Little, 65

Swift, 66
Whiskered, 63



White-cheked, 65
White-winged Black, 63
Tetrax tertrax orientalis, 41
Thalasseus bergii bengalensis, 60
b. velox, 66
T hreskiornis ae. aethiopica, 11
Thrush, Black-throated, 104
Blue Rock-, 105
Rock-, 105
Song-, 103
Tichodroma m, muraria, 101
Tit, Blue, gg
Great, 99
Penduline, 100
Sombre, g8
Tringa erythropus, 50
glareola, 51
nebularia, 51
ocrophus, 51
stagnatilis, 50
totanus eurhinus, 50
t. totanus, 50
Troglodyles troglodytes hyrcanus, 103
Turdoides caudata altirostris, 126
¢, huttoni, 125
Turdus merula intermedius, 104
m, Syriacus, 104
p. philomachus, 103
pilaris, 104
ruficollis’ atrogularis, 104
Turnstone, 52
Tyto alba erlangeri, 74
Upupa e, epops, 83
Vanellus vanellus, 44
Vulture, Bearded, 29
Black, 28
Egyptian, 28
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Griffon-, 28
Wagtail, Black-headed, 129
Blue-headed, 129
Grey, 130
Grey-headed, 129
Pied, 128
White, 128
Yellow, 129
Wall-Creeper, 101
Warbler, Babylonian Reed-, 119
Barred, 121
Bonelli's, 117
Cetti’s, 117
Desert-, 122
Fan-tailed, 125
Garden-, 121
Graceful, 124
Grasshopper-, 118
Great Reed-, 118
Grey-backed, 124
Icterine, 120
Marsh-, 119
Moustached, 117
Olivaceous, 120
Orphean, 121
Reed-, 119
River-, 118
Rufous, 124
Sardinian,123
Savi's, 118
Sedge-, 119
Spectacled, 123
Streaked Wren-, 124
Upcher’s Tree-, 120
Willow-, 116
Wood-, 116
Wheatear, 105

ey
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Arabian, 107 Whimbrel, 48
Black & White, 109 Whinchat, 109
Black-eared, 106 Whitethroat, 122
Desert-, 106

Lesser, 122
Finch’s, 107 Wigeon. 18
7

Hume’s, 109 Woodcock, 53

Indian Pied, 1og Woodlark, g3

Isabelline, 107 Woodpecker, Middle Spotted, 85

Mourning, 108 Syrian, 85

Pied, 106 Wren, 103
Red-rumped, 108 Wood-, 116
Red-tailed, 107 Wryneck, 85
White-rumped Black, 107 Xenus cinereus, 52
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