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VII
I nt rod uction.

During the second world-\.,-lrr, British Troops r.ele agarrr
stationcd in Ilaq and rrlrportunities arosJ for. firrl(l ornithoiot.\..
Bosrvcll and I nret thert and u'clt, able to nlrke rran) e\aursious
together, palticularll- irr the neighbour.horrd of Xut and Baglrlad
and u'cre priviliged to sltend sorne tinrc together at the It..\.F.
Ie-st camp at Selamadia in the North.

In addiiion to oul iroies antl obsg'valions this g'ork is basecl
on contributiorrs from lhe follorving observcls: l'.1.R. Maclaren,
\Y.Fl. \Villiamson, \\'.(;. Vosler ard C..I. (icnt. In particular ',ve
ltad irccess to the folLrrving unpublished stt-i of notes:

!'ieltl Notes lrorn ShuaibrLlt artd Zubair (netr Basrah).
Februarv - Ma)' 19{3 ..... P.LR. llacluren.

Sholl Notes flont HinrliliLh, ELtphlates Rivcr.
.\1rlil - St,pterrrbor 1931r .................. ......... P.l .n. flreltrtn.

Irield Notes fx)nr the Kuldistan Ilills (Penjrvinl.
!l -\ugust - ? Sel)tembel t913. .................. P.l.R. Jlucltrett.

Irield Notes frorrt the Mosul Disllict.
lir No1.errrlrel 194! 1,i If,l)ruar'\' ll'rll arld !)-:l1st. flin'ch
l9 i:l I'.1.R. )Iotlrrrn

Stxne Notes on the Birds in the Mosul Area.
1944 - February 1945 ................. .....,...... lV .8. Williamson.

Notes on Bird Watching. Shaqlawa - Rowanduz.
26 July - 9 August 1943. ........ W.G. Vospn.

Notes on Bird Watching. Qaiyara.
I lla\' - June 19,i:l .....

Notls on Rilils of Ilar1. \'losul, llaghdarl tnd I'lillirh.
,\l,r'il - I)r'cembcr lui;l .. .. C 1. Gtnl.

Nllls,rn iht, Ililrls ,rf Iirtghdarl.

Llanuart ? }larch I9It4 ................. C.l . (itttt.

\lso ar';riliLhlc tl.ttortgh tht' kirrd offict's of \It. Si(ll'le]- Jitcksoll
,rf ilrr'Yorli lltrseurr. strr: tht' llullt,tilts ri tlrr Ilirglldad (lirlirlll
i)aifor.cel Nirltrr.alist's (llult iIorrr $'hiCh lrtitD.r Lecrrrrls $,er0 rx
1r'irctcrl and llrt.e art' irriiiallt"l irr thc tt'ri l'NC..\ll rrthet t'rrlties

ll .G. l'osper.



VIII

iue ackr)olvledgcd by initials or b1- nirtlre. N{y o\\'n notes are refer-
red tr.r irr the first Ijerson.

Oi-rsollations \rele tnade io such leisure houls as our duties

Itrrinitt0rl, mirto as a I)o]iticrLl Officer and l]tt-srvell's as Proftssol'
ol Riologl at th(. Ro]al Collegc irf lledicine, Raghdrrd. My duties
lr,abled nre to coyer Kut and }Iosul Lirvas intensivel-Y by car,
lrorse ol rnule, so that a good general cross seclion of the avifauna
\vts obtaired: but ineyitabl]' bilds rvere seen 'en route' and there
s-as srldorn the time to make protlactetl ohservaiions.

Tlrr notes therefot'c, at'e lrrimarilv distlibution records and
r:ontain rnuch less on lhe biolo*1 and ccologl' of 'Iraqi birds than
rlr, rvorrid havt, rvishcd.

O\-ing to lhc war-time sholtage of cartridges, Ierv specimens
rlere obtained. Horveler'. a tladition for observation in the field
s'ithout killing hird-q, is glos-ing up in Britain and elseu'here
rrrrd thr.st. recolds arc lrublisht.d in thc belief that they may be of
sr rlte vir ltte.

.\ttomllts \iere made to secnre specimens u.hen there rvas
rloubt as 1o a lrird's irlentitl irnd deso'iliiions of plumage etc. of
srrch slrt,rimen: are to be found in the altpcndix. AIso these de-q-

criptions, togelher rvith the dctailed notes on rvhich this work
is bast rl have lrcn delrosited ot lhe l.l(l\riird Grev Institute of Field
OlnithLrlogl at a)xfold \\'hete lher iue avaiiable for Consultation.

\\'lrln fielri dislinclirrns irrrrlrl rroI be mar]c, as in the ca-se of
i,,malc llarriels /('irrzr srr.), of somt, \\'alhlo.s and of the manr.
taccs rrf Yello\'\\-agtltils flritrrcillo llatu :1t.t or rr.bcn birds s.ere
not srrfficicntlt' obseLved as in the crrse ol the Rock Nuthatches
i.si//.{ st).1 an(l lhc Sh()rt Toerl Lar.ks (Cilundrello sp.) the notes
havt, becn placcd undcr. the ge:rer.ic heading.

The Slrecios Otcler is birst cl on lhe \Vctmor.e Classification
and in lralticulal uprrn that ildoptcd in thc Check List of the
Ili|ds of Creat llritilin nd Ir.eland. R.O.f . 19ir? and the -A.vifauna
of Iraq. b\ Ilashir.,\llouse, Irirrli Nalrrral Historv X,luseum, l)ub-
lication No. 3. 195i1.

Tirc comr,ilirtion c,f a lalrcr. such as this presents a dual p1o_
blom. Thtt of or.erburdening thc ornithologisl. who has no special
interesl in the countlr', \-ith a rrass of dislr.itrution clata, as vet
insuflicirnt to allrrl' a gent,ral g,iclurt of thr. status to be dras.n:
rrr hearirrg in nrind horv little knotr.n the crlrntrv is ornithologi-
lallr'. lrarticultrlr. in lhe Nor.lh, crf failing to prolide sufficient
rir,tlil fol the ornitholocist rvolking iu the corrntr.v. .rvho rvill need
all the informalion available.



IX

.\s thesc ate 6eld notes, subspecific names have not been
inclrrdcrl excelrt rvhere lhere can br no doubt t.g. ('oruus coranr
cttptlktnttr, the l)ie(l Cro*'. Thc probalrle lace has horvcver been
indicate(l io brackets. A list of somc ol the Aralric, Ass;'rian and
Kurdish narnes that were met rvith is to be found in the appendix.

Thc authors do not consider thai sufficient material is yet
ayailable for a general restatement of the Ornithology of 'Iraq to
be attempl,ed, and this rvorli is to be rcgarded as supplementary
to thosc alreacll' published by Ticehurst, \{einertzhagen and
-\llouse, details of \\'hich are given in the Bibliography.

It is holred, hou,'ever, [hat the publication of these notes will
act as a stirnulus to naturalists in 'Irar1, u'hether resident Iraqis
or visiting foreigners, to help flll in the many gaps in the knou/-
l.dge of the bird iife of the country, and also that some of the
problems puinted for enrluirv on particular species (see Appendix)
rvill be follou.cd u1.r by those u,'ith the available opportunity.

\1tr1r l. shou's s.hele obst,rvers were stationed during the
period under revierv. In addition to the sources (luot'bd above my
orvn itirrcrar'.v is summarized belou..

DAGIII]AD.

1941-?. 18i t0i {l t3iui41, 18,'8/43 - 2618112, 22lSlL2 -
5 l t0l lQ.

1943. 18/9, 7-9l 12.

1941r. 1, 1, 12-131L, 23-2414, 2l'o.
19411. t/5 1t./8, ?318 - 5/9, 17i I - 25 10, 4ill.

DIil,I.\\\'AII I Kha li-s r.

i911.20r11,:8/1?. 1943, 8i 12.

HII,L.\I].
19rrl. ?0,'3, 17-13 9.

H,\I}8,\\IY,\H-

tg.il. I 1'1. 19i]. 1l'8.

KU1'.i

1542. 20 12, 241 L0 - 3t I 12.

1943. All.
Lsu. 2lt - 216, t7 l5 - t218, L4ls - 2n19.

re45. 6/9 - r7 le, 24ls - 
g 

l e, % l t0 - 7 l tt', t4 l rL - 5 1 12



\
KUT - BASRAII - FAO and retum'

7 -t3l tt I 45.

DIWANIYAH.
1s42. 6-9lt0lL2.

KURDISTAN :-
PENJWIN.

lStrz. 27 18 - L8lS.

MOSUL - ZAKHO.
1.4-17 l8ltrz.

MOSUL - ZAKHO - AMADIA - ROWANDLTZ.
3-1615l 44.

SERAMADIA.
1544. t4l8 - L3lS.

MOSUL LIWA.
ts44.2t19 - 261tL. elt2i4L - 27I4145.

CHOARTA.
1545. L2l8 - 2218.

For the more rapid reference to months in which birds vr'ere
seen a monthly table is given for each species, above and below
which are the areas concerned. e.g. in the South and Centre of
'Iraq, B indicates Baghdad area., K the area around Kut, and S

refers to records in Basrah or further south. In the north, W (West)
relers to records lrom Mosul, Jebel Hamrin, Erbil, Rou/anduz,
Amadia, Z&kho and Billeh; while E (East) includes Suleimania,
Kirkuk, Penjwin and Choarta.

This method of listing was thought necessary, as the st&tus
of many birds is not &s yet determined in'Iraq, and convenient,
as ornithologists can see at a glance whether a record they have
is outrside the known temporal distribution. First dates in the
notes refer to the ffrst detes known to the authors. The g&rdens
mentioned in the text are the 'bustan' (basatin) which are really
orcherds of mixed fruit trees planted with protective screens of
taller Eucalyptus, often in semi-desert where they form a reluge
for a rich bird fauna.

An account of the difrerent biological regions ond habitats
has not been attempted in this already overlong paper, but the
reader is referred to the section by P.A. Buxton and R.E. Chees-
man in Ticehurst's (f92t) major paper. In the appendix will be
found outline descriptions of some of the areas visited, written
by W.E. Willismson and P.I.R. Maclaren.

a
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0rder P0Dl C I Pl Dl F0RM ES

Family P0DICIPIDAE

r. (;nri.\T cREsTt:D cl ist.:

Prtrliceps cti slt tui tL.

C&S.;records.

I
B
3 456789t0tt12

KKK
I'rvo on a lake to the East of tlai on 24 May 43; Coot wer.e

broeding there and it is likely that these also bred. Boswell sa\,-
thern on Habbaniyah Loke on 30 March 45; while Maclaren saw
two tdults and two immature birds by the Hindiyah Barra6e oD
:11 Jul1 43. One on the Tigris at Kut (9 Dec.), 4 on the Shatt-Al-
(iass near Suweira (9 Dec.) arrd Williamson records them from
lhe Shatt-Al-Arab in December.

North.

One on the stream Cham-i-Gizilga at Penjwin (15 Sep. 42)

lirobabl.r rvandered from the Blue Lake just over the frontier in
l)ersia, rvhere I counted /r0 in 19112, and Maclaren a year later
estimated c50. No doubt they breed there as the site is ideal.

A single bird seen on the Tigris below }Iosul on 25 Nov.44.

:. BLACK-NECKED GRDBE.

Podicep.s nigricollis (Brehrttl.

C&S.8recolds.

.fJl )J-,r ./tE - I

R
t

BB
5678910

R
1t

B
T:23

K

It makes sporadic appearancras orl the Bulld Pools and CIay
I'it ponds at Sheikh Ornar. Ilaghrlad. bet\\-een 2; Septentber-15



January, fifteen being the largest number seen at a time. .{t Kui
there is only one record of two on the river on 7 April 44. I did
not meet it in the North.

o

3. I,ITTLE GRDBE.

P odiceps rulic ollis lP allas)

(probably iraqucnsis, Ticehurst).

{i.. .J,&i - Y

0 & S. 20 records.

B BB
13311

BB B
to Ll t2

B BB
iti;89

In Baghdad it is found on the pools behind the bund to the
N.E. of the cit)' an(l also or) the llt ickvorks yrools at Baghdad
\Vest, four pairs being estimated on the former in N{ay 42. The
e\tent of these pools varies very much from year to -r'ear. In
August larger palties are seen /l{ on 20 August 42, 30 on ?2 Sep-
tember, c30 on 5 August 43, reaching a maximum of 41 on 8

December 44.) The smaller pools such as the Brickworks pools had
been deserted by Septcmber. From Kut there are no records, none
of the inundations being of sufhcient permanency to encourage the
bird. It is also recorded from Babylon as numerous in December 45

lPNC), from Hindiyah in ponds and marshes b)' Maclaren, and 2

from Shahraban on 23 Septembel rr3 /PNC). \o observations rvere
made on plumage or behaviour.

North. 6 records.

In the North several pairs u'ere found on the Cham-i-Gizilga
in the Penjv'in vallel' between 6-14 September /r?, and \{aclaren
saw them there and on L. Malilan over the flontier in -{utumn
43. They were encountered by \Villiamson, one on the Khosar.
at Mosul 28 December 44, and at Ilski Kelek (29th December), and
I saw two not far from Aqra on 14 April 45. Whether these north-
ern bilds are also irtquensis is not certain as no -qnecimens v,'ere
obtained.
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0rder PELlCAliIF0RMES

Family Pt LICAN IDAE

4. t)t,tLIC-,\N a*-t
I)elecanus sp.

As Pelicans rver.e usually onll.seen from a distance, or if close,
florn t moving boat, rvhat information we have is not likely to clear
up the status of the species occurring in'Iraq. Those birds seen
well in the south were probably onocrotalus (white pelican); while
Maclaren obtained olne crispus lrom a flock of 93 at Mosul in
NIarch.

G & S, ?6 records.

RBBBB
123 4 56 78910 ti 12

KI(K Ii I( K K

Iilst met u'ith at llaqil near Basrah in early October, when
there rvas a diurnal migration of strings and skeins of Pelicans
to the north. Thel' stalt early in the alternoon at 1530 hrs. The
strings are usuall]' of c35 birds. No description can do justice to
the sedate and easy flight of these birds. Appearing in the distance
as stlaight rvisJis thel- keep exact distance and their flight actions
are modulated to conform exactly with the air eddies and ttrer-
mals. One can see them glide up over a burrp of hot air, down
the hill and then t lazy beat of the rvings leads them gliding on
to the next therrnal. To rvatch a string of these birds as a whole is
fascinating. The chiLngle of motion passes as a wave through the
string as the-v meet the changed air condition. \'Iaclaren obserying
the sequence of flalrping and gliding in a stling of birds at Mosul
concluded that tirnt' rvas taken flonr the front and that the birds'
slow mental leactiorr ploduced the metachronal effect, which he
compares to the rnix.ement of the legs of a centilicde. On 4 October
41 at Basrah the skeins came all together and the parties of 35
rvere massed in biggel groups of 300-500 birds. Parties *'hich
presclved their individual group rnanoeuyles travelled in a ver;'
wide \-. Furthcr obselr-ations of tht'ir flock nrorentent,. \\-.,ulrl be



I
of intetest. On t Jull'52 about 15 were on the Hinaidi floods at

Baghdad where these vast birds dwarfed everything else and

either stood in rvater preening lhemselves or lay asleep on the

mud, looking like donkeys. When the)' take off, the angled wings
are unfolded and held lather aloft, the legs trail, rrnd it is only
aftel a ferv vigot'ous strokes that thc! fall into thtir Sliding flight
The)' did not look as \Yhite as the Ilaslah bilds and did rrot fl5
in the same regulal fol'natiors, the l:) bircls telding to stl"ing out,
fly a short distance rLtttl settle agairr. On the 13 Jull' none rl'crtr
left. t']NC lecolds c100 rniglating at Baghdad on 7 October 45'

At Iiut, Pelicans (P. onocrotnlu\') \'et'e to be scen on the Ti6t'is
or on the Sus-eicha lake, being most numelous in,\ugust, Octo-

ber und Febluar'1'. Sorre fift]' in the lirel do\nstleam of Kut
wcr'o ver']' tanc harl grelLgleen lt'gs irnd no rvhite shafts to the
plimaries, but as thcl' were all irlrtnature I could not idenlify
them further. The feet rvele thrust back fol a feu' strokes after
taking off. On lanrlirrg the feet are put dorvn, but Dot to act as

shalp brakes as ilucks do..\ colJ.rortl s'ith ue compat'ed their'
flighl, to 'Sundelland' flving boats. On the river they sleep on
sandbtnks with thc hcad tucked undel the rving. They might bc
called the Swans of the Tigris anrl in ftrct they are often reported
as such. One of ir partl- of ten on the Surveicha in October had
thc lrouch a blood 1rll vermilion colour'. For a lieriod in Decerrr-
ber' 6 juveniles used to feed just belou. the Kut bat'r'age. Thel'
plungc the head and reck stlaight dorvn and balance rvith rvings
raised. Possibly the rvings catch thc rvind and hclp maintain the
position. When watching Swans doing this in Britain it seems
as if tho l-eight of the anterior legion keeps thc birtl in this posi-
tion. Indian soldiels on the steamboats used to eat Pelican.

In Novembel birds s,ere seen further to the sr:mtl.r than Iiut, .1

Pelicans near Qurna having the ltouch l-ellou' or pinli. One rl.as
seen sotring in a thei'mal well above some Eagles. N,laclaren notcd
flocks of up to 50 arlult-q and imnratules (P. ouocrotalusl on the
south bolder of the llammar Lake in \Ia1- aud JuIre. \Yilliamson
notcs that thel'sufleled lerl'badlf in the Basl'ah alea in 1945 from
lack of rvater on their feeding glounrls, hundlcds of cor.pses hay-
ing been seetr in thc dcselt bets.cen Basrah and thc mar.shes.

North. 7 records.
I:
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In the Penjrvin distlict in Sclilember 42, a sirrgle juvenilc used
to visit a Irool on the river, and a party of c150 Pelicans roosted
for some time near to this pool. In the evening they performed
malvellous evolutions lorv over the camp, gliding follou,'ed by a
fcrv s.ing-beats, in sucl.r close folmation that the rvings of adjoin-
iirg bilds cla1,1;rd togr:ther. Thc 1-oungel bil'ds had greyer bill
pouches. On 1: Strptenbei' ir? I had a most meororable vie*'of
Pelicans on mig|irtion, from the summit of the Hazar Maia (7516

ft.). "We sau, a cloud of pure rvhite birds some 300 strong in the
valley to the nolth, evidentl.v urigririing. The colrposite floch rvas
madc up of 4-:-) srnaller flocks, thr, last of rvhich contained strag-
glers. lixtensivc uso rras ma{le of lhelmals anrl the bilds progres-
sed mainl.v b1'soarirrg. Over'\lt Iiishadara thel- l'cnt into a close
spirtl on a thermal, so that thc five parties wero one above the
other..{s one Eloup iurned in thc funnel the sun rvould catch the
rvings s-ith a \\'l)itc flash. Thev clinbed to alroul 12000 ft. and
ihen rvc lost sight of them".

In the llosul irlca rve have rtcolds of otltl ]tit'ds ot' of small
partie.s in Februur'1' and N{alch on the I'iver Zab (at Eski Kelck)
aud near a stone u'eir on the Khosar rir.er (at Nlosul). Maclaren
sarx occasional smiLll flocks on tho Tigris at Mosul, and obtained
a spt,cirnen ol Drrlmalian Pelican (P. crzspz.s) on ?? March 43.

tamily PHALACROC0RACIDAE

5. SOUTHEI1N COIt}IORANT.

Phakrcrocctrat trtrDo slztcttslr iSharv).

oG-o

C & S. 17 records.

]]RI'ill]]
t:3.i567 8910 {1 12

KIilililili
In Central 'Iraq it was seen in small numbers mainly during

rvinter on rivers and pools, though one tecord (PNC) mentions

c300 scen on the \lajala Cut orr 16 December 45. \{an}' of the

birds seen were immature and one I noted as having a white belly
and pure s'hite secondaries Siving a piebald appearance in flight'
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One obtrined of cl(r scer (,I the Tjqlis ncar littt ()tl E \lalch ii
was a jurenile.

North. l6 records.

t 33.1
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In I.:. Kur'.listiln n ,single birrl yisited t i,ool on the Cham at
Penjrvin on 5 September rr2. TheJ' occurled on the livel Zal) at
Kiri N.ll. of -\rnadia in a locky gor'ge in August, and dut'ing the
autumn and rvintel odd birds and parties frequented the river
Tigris ri llosul, bul morr frerluentl-r thev rvere seen on the smal-
ler rivels where the) splir\-ed out on to the upland plain (Gomel
Su c40 on 22 Novcmber.i4). They were not seen at all on tour in
Kurdistan in N{ay 11. Out of a flock of c?5 -seen at Eski Kelek
on ll Februarl' 45, sorne had alreadl' got the breeding lllumage
of this subspecies, a pure clelrnv white crorn, nalre and flank
patches. Maclaren notes that flocks on th(, Tigris at l,[osul harl
adoptecl this plurnage b1' rnid-\{arch.

Family ANHINGIDAE

6. .\1.'ltlC.\N I),\PLTElt ;rJ, - 1

.ltthinlla rrrla 'Lac6lrdile antl I)audin,.

C&S.?r'ecords.

Beirrg stationed nor.tli of the marshes I only met tlris bilcl oncc
on a visit to.\mirrtr in Nor.ember {:) vhen I sarv one on a journel
rlown lhe Buteirtr canal. It u'as a blown bird with white belly.
neck arrrl tail, ri'ith 1'ellorvish legs and l,ellotv beak. It perched
on the rnud bank sunning its rvings Iike a Cormorant. In flight
the neck is held t.igid, and there is a characteristic .crick' in the
posteliol neck. It has a quick rving beat and the tail is fannerl
and licid. Bosrveil sas- one fl1.iug r.ouncl an isolated pool near
Baghduri in the ercning in Januar.r. 46. Hc shot it, but it sunk
and was not recoycred. \trIe havt, rLo t.ecolris from I(ut nor from
the Nolth antl rro other obser'\-eL,s srrrv it. It is eviden r- local and
rrnlikI lho Cor||lot,ant Pltolttrorr,r,rr SP. nol ir wfl ,lFtpt..



Order ARDtIF0RMES
tamily ARDEIDAE

i. GOLIT\TH HERON. r!+l J,-j.Jr CrL - Y

.lrd. e a g olitt lt (Cr.etzschmar).

A huge helon seen on the Suweicha lake near Kut on B0 -{ugust
i3 was believed to be of this species. Ther.e rvere two and the1.
had a fulvous neck and mant]e, resembling a Purple Heron, but
irppearing larger.

8. COIIIION HERON

Ardea c. cinerea L

C & S, 46 records.

J lr,rJl J,-Ft ,l.Ul, - A

10 11 12

K KK
Dcspite nrany recolds thcy do not add much to the picture of

its distribution iurd status as gilen by Ticehurst (1922). In the
rvinter of 41-2 odtl bilds \vere,seen around Baghdad up to 21 April.
Thcn rvhen the I{inaidi floods wcre r.isited on I July more than
ili were sccn together', though ir fortnight latel rvith thc area dried
not onc was to lle seen. \\rhen such floods occur large numbers
of fish mty find themselvt,s au'krvuldll' l,rlaced ald, as on this
occasion, Pelicans, Storks, Gulls, Terns, Irglcts and Spoonbill con-
centrale on the urea and tuck in. The bird becomes more widely
distributed in August rvith miglant parties alriving (c30 at
Su*.eicha lake on 30 ,\ugust 43J. At that time manv parties of
birtls irre to be seen on -shoals in the Tigris, and on an eleven days
motor-boat trip on duty up thc Tigris from Kut-Suweira in Sep-
tember', I counted 107 or 140 niles ol ri1'er. IIy notes remark
thai rvith the mirage effects, one gets accustomed to the Common
Heron appearing any shape, any size and any colour. It was abun-
dant on the Suweicha in October (c50 in one area). Small num-

72
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bers were seen January - 23 April at Kut; and was again common
on the Tigris shoals in September and October t945, the numbers
perhaps being augmented as the Suweicha $'as by then dry. In
November 45 few were seen at Kut, but they were more numerous
further South in .Amara Lirva. I sarv one at F ao on the Khor
Abdulla banks (1I November 45). Maclaren did not notice them
after 4 April 43 at Hindiyah, and there rvere flocks of up to 20

on the Hammar Lake at Basrah throughout May and on 6 June 43.
I observed one bird sealed on a sandbank, and this was not a
mirage effect.

North. li1 re corrl-c.

\\' \\'
I : 3 4 ir ii i 3 t0 tt 1:I
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In the Penjrvirr vallef it rvas quite frt-,quent in Selrtember
1942 in parl.ies of ulr t.J 1Lr, irfld \'ltclaren also saw thern in 19lrll.
In the \Iosul ;rlea il s'as lrt,rluent in small numbers I 7) fronr
October-\'larch i5, licing rnosl, abundant in December. trlitclaren
noterl in l9lll l)unches of u| to .i0 b1' lhe Tigris, rvhich did not
irllfcar tr) fcr:rl rrtuch ciuIing the rlr1'. It is rnet rvith sparsely in
strcanls ir thi, rrrountain-. Billeh 5 \Iarch.t5l. HLlrik nr..\madia
(30 Nlarch,. It does rrot Iinger. Williamson has a note lrom 26 April
rr4, but in eirrll \Iar-r,rf that 1-.t'ar I sal none in a tour of Kur.distan
between Zakho- Iiorvirnduz. Its status appears to be that of a winter
visitol ancl \\:illianlson sarv antl heard onc crossing Seramadia
(6000 ft.) on ! Scptcmber.li al the lime of thc Crane migtation.

9. PIIRPLD HERO),I.

Ardea 7t. Tntrpuraa L.
JrJ>JYr JPr JUt - 1

G & S, 26 records.

B
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.\t Bnghdad single birds were seen in April and there rvere

lnore frequent records lrom August onNards but onlv of single
bit'ds in i9i2. P\C notes a snrall l,artv of 3-5 in Sepiember antl
Octobcr 4ir. It does not tl4teal to lte common near Raghdad and
during thc Hinaidi floods of _\pril Jul). 4p. it rvas conspicuous by
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it-s ab-.erce. -\t Iiut it rvas rerorllerl irr lllost months from April
to Dectrnber, up to 8 lreing seerr in the Surveicha in Junc 1rB. !-rom
its behirlioul thert, l susltect it s'as lrreeding. 'fheru v,rere none on
tltc Surveit:hir ltl October'. Odd birds arc to bc seen on shoals in
thc riri,r'. \laclatt,n lelrorts thrnr as frequent in the mar.shes and
rvillol' becis at Ilirrrlirah irr -\plit tnd,\ugust. On 10 -\ugust he
saw r.n i[lrrirturr, birrl gasping in the heat ol late itfternoon rvith
tht: bill opcn and throat throbbing. Outside records include t
singlc bird at Zubair.flfing S.W. on 25 September 43 (Maclaren),
8 adults and juveniles at Shahraban on ? and 23 September 4ir
(PNC).

North. 7 recurds.

Fron /r-11 September 42 a part)'of 11 birds settted in the
valley at Penju'in. They came in one evening circling high at
40(X1 ft. above Bround level, explored the valtey and then came
to rest in sorne willows by the river where they stayed a fe*.
days. Maclaren sarv one in these willows the next autumn. None
r*'ere scen in Kurdistan in Mav 44, nor in the Amadia district
betu'ecn Jul5 -September. They re-appeared in the Mosul district
in April, with one orr the u'ooded Rubar Dohuk on 8th April,
one rt Surana nr. Billeh (5th April), and Willi&mson saw one
on the Khosar at N{osul the year before on 23 April 44. In the
North it is evidently a passage migrant.

10. Rl,lliF HDRON. dJ,rJl j,jrrl gui. - \.
E gr e t ld, .\ c ltis I a ce a.

(probably aslza, Sykes.)

They rvere frequent on the Khor Abdulla mud banks at Fao
orr 11 November 45. The blue dimorph was seen frequently, and
the white form only once. The rvhite dimorph had greenish legs
and a dull orange bill. They feed singly in o crouching atfitude
llke Egrctto garictla. In fiBht ther look short birds like NiSht
Herons (Iy./icorar). Thesc mud banks are inhlbited by huge
numbers of lIud-skipper fish irnd br' fields of a type of fiddler-
crab.
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t1. LITTLE EGRET.

Egretta garuetta (LJ.

O & S, 36 records.
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The number of wintel records milterialll alters the lttovisional
status outlined in Ticehurst (19?2). Around Baghdad there are no

records from May-June, but a fe\r'u,'ere otr the Hinaidi fltiods on

t July irnd there are recolds of sone 15 ou September (PNC) and
thr,reafter -snrall numbers thlough the winter till 14 January 46.

.\gain a gap of two nronths and then a record of their }rcing fre-
quent on the Hinaidi floods on !3 April 42. Gent sarv them south
of Hillah on 5 April 43, and Macla)'en says they are sparse through-
out April at Hindil'ah.

At Kut I have no records frorn May-July rvith a single bird on
!; -{ugust rnd then small numbers through September on the
tiver and on the Surveichir. On this lake they u'ere abundant
torYards the en(l of October. .{s vith the Grey Hercn lArdea
riiicrczr) thele are no records for N-ovembel, but betveen 8-12
Novernbei' thel' s'ele seen on the Buteira canal (Amtra liwa), at

Qurnah, and fourrd trr be abundirnt on thr Shatt-Al-Arab. Parties
of up to P6 were seen, and there rver, 'oosting flights u1r river at
Iltsrah; rvhile \Villirrmson recolds seyeral at Khamisil-ah (15

I)ecerrber 45). .\ few appeared on the Suu'eicha and Tigris in
I)ecember 42 and \\ere fir'st seen in spring on a lonely stream at
Ziliab nr. the Persian flontier 18 April t4\. Small numbers moved
through Kut unt.il 24 Aplil. They were seen outside these areas
at Shanmil-ah l7 October and on 2 arr.l ?:l Seltember 4ir at
Shahraban (PNC).

North. l3 r.ecords.

In the Penjrvin \irlley in Ea-st Kurdistan thel rvere it corflmon
pussage migrant from 5-19 Septerlber., on one da.r' parties of 25, 35
and 50 being seerr. \Yht'n such ir partv lanrls, a ferv land first, the
train bulk of tht flock settlc sinrultaneou.lr- and the last fru'glide
round the settlerl ptltv bcfor.e llniling. In all a most grac(,ful
proceclure to g-atch. In the Nlosul area Niltiamson sa\\. them on
15, 22 and 24 December 4,1. and \{aclaren records them in Decem-
ber, January and \4arch in 1943, and Williamson has records for
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I and a3 April, while I sa\r. two on re Great Zab on ?7 October
at Quwair. Birds on the Sutveicha at Kut in October had blue-
gre; legs, and beaks blue-gre1- rvith darker tip, appearing sligh r
deculved. feet rvere green.

l?. L,\ltGU EGt',ET or Gllla.\T \\THITU I{EltO\.
l:grctlo o. alha t:lt. {l,l u+vr Jjr,r u'l' - \r

C & S. 17 )ecords.

I:] I] I:i IJ B B
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It occurs Iocally as a winter visitor in small numbers. In

Novernber and December 4l; one could usually be seen near Del-
tawah (Khalis), u-hile in December 45 one or t'w'o were seen regu-
larl-v on the \Yashash drain at l3aghdrd. The PNC bullelin records
the arrival of 22 on the Washash on 19 October rr5. They glided
round in a flock in the bright sunshine, with their long legs apart
irntl nrost of them had their benks open. They settled in tree tops
netr the Royal Palace, but were v€ry wary and did not stay long.
(Arderne, Nunnam, Boyes and Jackson). This is the largest flock
recorrled in 'Iraq and it is not usual for this species to settle in
tret:s. Gubbins sirw c8 near Shithttha in February 42.

-\t Iiut it rvas fir'st seen on the Surveicha on 30 .\ugust 43,
Nhere it was rnost f|erluently seen ilnd thercafter until December
rrhen a solitalv bird visited an inundation near the town (9 Decem-
ber zrlji). It is evidently a rvinter visitor, but the presence of odd
birds on the Tigris in November from AIi Charbi to Abadan orr
the ShatlAl-Arab lxrints to it favouring the southern rnarshes.

North. 11 r'ecords.

1?lllri
\\' \\' \\' \\'
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In tlle \Iosul alea irr the \orth it is equall.\' \\'idespread irr
small numbers (-5) fr'om 5 November'- 5 Ma"y. It \\.as not seen
in the Penjrvin vallef in September. Lc.rcalities for records include
Mosul: I'i. Khosar, glavelll' banks of Tigris, Gomel Su, Sirnel,
Baqarl Su, nr. Aqra, and also from Alton Kopru. In flight the
chest looks beaked as in a Purple Htton (-lrdea purpurea') ar,d
it has a curious snake like moYenent of the neck rvhen rvalking.
Ilirds seen in 

"r'irrter 
hud the bilt 1'ellos.
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13. SQUACCO HERON.

.4rdeola ralloides (Scopoli,.

G & S. 20 records.

li- !,itr itJ - \l

Our records throrv no further light oIt its status. It \as altlla-
rently a passage migrant, but there are nlole l'ecolds fronr -{pril
and Ma1' (3 April-ll \'lay) than for the autumn at Baghdad r\
single bild \\'iis seen on the Hinaidi floods on 1Jul1'4!..\t Kut
it was also seen in small nuntbels in -A.pril l?th-8th), though not
in May, and sorne seyen seen 0n 15.\ltril rverc flying North steadill"
in a V-formation at Kut in the evening. There are lrore autunn
records than at Baghdad. clz on the Surveicha (30 August {3) and
seveltl were seen on the Tigris betn"'een Kut - Suu'eira in earll
September. Outside my areas, I sarv orre at Dirvaniyah on 9 Octo
bel'4:. During the first u'eek of June 43 I sa\\'it in large numbers
on a livel triyr down the Tigris from Kut-Basrah, mainll bclo*.
Amara. As these birds did not come upstream on migration it
seeurs reasonable that they rvere ptrt of the breeding liopulation
of S. Ira(1. l)NC lecotds a ferv itour Shahraban on 2nd and:3rd
Sel)tember' 45; u'hile Maclaren rvriting of Hindiyah says: Bilds
aplreared suddt'nlv on 10,\pril .i3, irn(l \err spar',.e until ! \{ay.
On 10 -\ugust 12 \vere seen and thereafter it l\.as numerous.

North.

In Kurdistan it u,as frequerrt irs ir l)assilgr nrigrant betrveen
6-tg September 42 on the river pools in the Penjwin valley, and
though I saw none in \{osul fronr ,\ugust---\pril, I havc a lecor(l
of four on the R. Khosar at Nlosul on 5 \ta]-.14.

Birds obselved in Baghdad in April had the bill gru rvitlr
a hlar:k tip. Thel' rvere nervous hirds al$'a!'s taking to the air
and settling dorvn a ferv 1'ards t$'a1' or across the pool. \vhen a
Marsh Harrier lCircus teruginos?ls) came over they all took 1ving,
changing from inconspicuous bl,ou'ny 'reeds' to surprisingly white
bilds in fiight. When feeding they nove forl'ard in a ct.ouched
position and then make a sudden dab. The Penjwin bir.ds in
September had pale green ilides and I noted the legs and loral
region as green (not yellow green).

B1] BlJ
i2il 45(i789 t0 11 1!
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14. BUFI'-tsACKIiD HERON or CATl'trlt IiGIiET {il"ti tt - lr
.lrdeolu i. ibis \L1.

Only three records. One on the Washash Drain at Baghda.d on
!11 April 42. T\\.o near Hai on 7 \{ay ,13 on the Hor Burrioutheya,
and a partl of nine roosting in u-illow trees by a r.iver at eal'at
Chulan (?750 ft.) in the Choarta district of Kurdistan in August
45. Tho Baghdad bird was far less wmy than some Squacco Herons
(Ardeola ralloides) and the bills and legs tvere a 1-ellotvish pink.
'lhe rccords suggest passage migrants, though a fel. non-breeders
nral stir\ lltrough lhe summt-r.

Ii, NIGHT I{I'RON.

,\' uc I i(or eil 11. n.u c t i urat (1,).

C & S. ::l records.
Ilull

13ll/r4678910ttt2
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'l'hlee odd birds leported flom Baghdad in June, July and
Augus[ may hiLve belonged to local breerling colonies (cf. AIIouse
1953). In Kut there is a colony at Husseirriyth in the orchards at
s.hich tu'enty birds rvere counted in mid-Novenrber 45, and parties
of 5-15 bilds on migration are frequent on the Tigris in April and
Va1; ol flfing steadily North over crops, as several parties were
seen to do betwecn ?o-Pi \IaI' .i:1. llast oi Hiii. In August and
Scptembel they are al-so frequenl on the river and travelling by
rurotor boirt ull -qtreirm from 2-11 Selrtt,mber I counted 46 bir'ds,
rvith Ji rr.role juveniles, Iietrveen Kut-Surveila, on shoals in the
rirer. .\ rnigrant pa|t1-of l-r \\as \\'atrhed making its landfall at
I{ut on 17 April lr3. Thel' circled round for somc timc and then
camL. do\vn on a mud creek among tamarisk. In flight the pitle
s,ings contra.,st with the darker bircks in thc adult bilrls. Orr thr
ground the1, crouch, leaning slighllv forward and tilr-toe about
the mud in the mo-st conspiratolial manner. They slcep on one
leg. The call was a soft crowlike croak, not unlike that of a
Roller.

North, 4 records.

Maclaren disturbed one roosting by day in r-illows at Penju in
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in the .\utumn oI 43. I saw none there in 42. I put one up ft'om

willows, and apparently from some kind of old nest, in the Gomel

valley south of Aqrah (15 April 45). Wiliamson put them up on

several se&sons from some willows at Shinnaf on the Great Zab
(20 October 44), and s&w one on the same river at Eski Kelek
(29 December 44). None others were met with in the Mosul area,

and il lhey are common as Ticehurst (lgm) s&ys, they may have

a local distribution.
The roosting association with Willows (Saltz spp) seems

fairly constant.

16. LI'I'TLE BITTIIRN. .a;., iU - 11

l,tobrythtt" m.. mi ulu" tL.

C&S,?records.

I'jNC notes one on the Bund Pools at Baghdad on 25 Nlarch
/*5. Maclaren saw a few after 22 April 43 at Hindiyah. He lemarks
that thcy preferred the willow-brakes to the more olten marshes.

North. I t'eltairr lecotrls.

Ont, rvtts flusherl frorn helbirge rreal the Jisl BulLrul on the
Greii Zrlt irr the Serarnadir legion rur 31 August 1r1r, and Vosper
s w a l,air feerling in a floodt,d u-adi near the Tiglis at Qai.r'arith
on I r\lay .ill. \ltclaren flusherl a bird fronr rvillou's by the t)enj
rvin strearn in -\utumn ,'r3. rvhich mav have been un immature
trild.

17. l 'r'TER,\. ljr, - \v

Ilolautu\ .\lellari,t (L\ .

c&s.
On. shot at Raghrlarl ir Noverrber 11. I)N(l tecolds t\\'(, ilnd

i seeu irt Harvijah on 4 ,\pril and at Habbanivah on 30 Januar\
respectivell-. Maclaren sa\y one on the 10th and 20th April 43 at
Hindivah. Bosrvell recorded one at Fellujah on 25 April 47. One
-.hot nt,al Kirkuk and sent me bJ' Col. \Y. A. L-von accidentalll-
found its rvav to the table of the A.P.,\. mess in Mosul, and a
llrothei omcer rvhr,r u1r to the molllent of identification had beerr
cnjoying it. hurriedll left the tahle, rvith counte r-orn ith ologi ra l
rnutterings.
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Family CIC0NIIDAE

t8. WHITE STORK.

Ciconia c. ciconia (L).

C & S. 44 records.

lltiBB
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\\:c have little to add to the fuil rrccount of its status in 'licc
hurst i1923r. It \ras most uun)oous rrn the Hinaidi floor.l rvaters
rrutside Baghdad in Jull'12 \,hen or'er'300 were counted Ieeding
on the strarded fish: and in ,\1rril .14 I fuund it br.eeding at Jassal
on the Kut-Bedlah road. Thel sonretirnes choose telegraph poles
as sites for lheir nests, such rr nt:si rvith the palents aboard pre-
senting a some$,hat quaint spectacle. One oltserver writes in thc
PNC bulletin that u'hen travelling front Damascus to Baghdad in
Jtrne, he saw \Yhite Stolks feeding on Lrcusts. One r,-atched laking
off at \larqil walked up on to a bank, flirpped its ['ings and juml)-
trd ofT, bounced on its legs again, irnrl thcn tool. off. \Vhen circl
irrg, Illack Kite-q were noted to keel) irbor,c them. These two birtls
rrften associated, especialll' neilr' gal llirge heaps. In strong wind
feeding birds face the -qame rvar- into the u'ind. The bill rattling
\\'as noticeable o\\'ing to the ltrge nunrbels of birds at the Hinaidi
floods [cit. sul], and birds rvhich N0r'e lrost numerous at I{ut
in \larch rvere rattling and s,heezing in the irrigated fields rvherc
thev s-ele feedin8 {24 \'Ialch 4.1). On the Shatt.Al-At'ab they are
nulnerous on the mud in Novembcr, tNo llalties of 28 being note(i
belu'een l'ao-Baslah.

North. 15 l'ecords.

t234 567891() 11 12

W\\\\T\v
Ir) the lfosul-Itlbil alerL it is ir birrl of the rolling uplanri

lrlirirrs at the ioot of the Taurus lattges, nesting in most villages.
lI)' fulthest North bleeding recot'd is flom Bersivi 1?000 ft.) in
the Zakho valley: but I have nol seen it at any time north of
Dohuk or near Amadia, in the Zibar valleys or further north.
The 2000 ft. contour seems at a Slance to limit its north*'ard
disiribution. It is rather curious thirt irll the records are from

jti, - t^
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lhe s1-,r'ilrg Iro[ Februar'.r' (t1th1 ]Ia1-. I rvas rot in liurdistulr
rlulirig Jurt, r,rt Jul1 . Irut \bslru in his notes sa]'s ihat it
\\'irs (i,nr rori in flirr arrd eiLrlr .lune ai (.)ai.!ar'tll 'rrcll t0
llrt soutll rl \Iosul anrl that r)ccitsioiltl bitds crossed tht
r:irrrp in Ju11 . He does ttot state itl \hich dircr:tion. Front August
.lanuarl- thor'(,are no records, antl it did not ill)l)ear in the l)enj$'in
Yalle1'duling -\ugust and Septembel itr2r. \laclaren found nests
in the autumn in thirt! foot oak tlres ut 43lD fret near the I)er:iirr
border belonrl Penjrvir, -.o in the r:irst, height is not itself a barrier.
In West liurrlistan Lhe ranges arl less trce clad, but one would
have exl.rected to see them in the relirlivell' fertile nortltern valleys
betrveen the rnountain ranges. l)resumabl]' at the end of the breed-
ing season rvhen the Mosul-Drbil plain is very dry, the birds
move to thc south where irrigation and floods providc bettef
feeding grounds. The first birds seen in 45 were at Eski Kelek
on 11 Februar)', and the pair Nere at theil breeding (luarters at
Aloka on the Rubar Dohuk b1'25 February. They nest at Tekrit,
Baiji (at least ?0 tririrsl, Wadi Qassat) (on teleglaph Pole-st, Zakho
(/r nests), Ifursivi lt rrcstl, Dohuk, Ain Silni, Zurnirr, N{osul.
Maclaren notcd nests being repaired in \{osul on 10 }Iarch 43.

This js t consltit'uous and rvell knos'n bird, and possibl.r'
through tht, good oilict s of the Ilarli \Iinistt,v of Edrrcirtion, it
rrlight ir(, lxrssible to |urr1' out t nation tvitle survey b.v rtildren
tnd studcnts of the rrriglation alcl movements of Haj i Lr:g-Lug
thlough thc countr'.v.

A bird rinscd as rL nestling near \Yittichenau in Saxony on
17 June 39 n'as reco|t,r.ttl at Nasirivah on 8 l.ebt'ual'y 45.

I9. I]I,ACK STORK.

Citonir nirlrt 11,

C&S.trecolil.

,r,l !F, - \1

Bosrvcll sau' a singie bird rvith a small partl of \\'hitt, Storks
(Cicortiu titoniat feeding on rrrat.shv ground near Deltatvah
(Khalis) on 1 Januar). {:1.

North. 2 records.

\{igrants pass through the I,tnju,in vallcy in September.
Trl''elve circled lound ir pool on the penjll,in stream. but were too
nervous to land (6 Scptember. 4!). On the 19th September seven
were watched in this pool. ancl looked not much bigger than
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Llommorr Herons (Ard.,a cinerrul tvhich rvere also present. They
flerv off irr lr lone strag5lling line (cf. Gloss!. lbis plegadit lalcinel,
/rzs) towa|ds iL rrrountain whet{t tlle,\. got into a tho|rlal irnd soarecl
higher. There is l slight downcurve of the neck in flight.

Family PTATAIEIDAE

?0. SI'0oNBILI, A.L tl - l.
Plalulea Leuorodia.

(probablv uujor. 'fettt. and Schl.).

G & S. 10 records.

\I) records run fro[r I Jull when c30 were seen on the
llinaidi floods at Baghdad to September &nd October (22nd) when
thel' rvere abundant on the Suweicha (100+counted), and I sa\r'
iL ferv rin the river Tigris (Kut). PNC records it from llasrah on
27 \{ay 4lr, and Williamson in that bulletin reports flocks of 15,

l(r, 25 rnd c60 from Khamisiyah near Basrah on t5 December 45,
\\-hich suggest-s that sorne are rcsident. In flight the neck is

tlxtended and hulf curvcd like a camel's.

North,

Maclaren ha*s the scrle record of arr immeture bird rl Mosul
on 21 March 43.

I. wHI',f 0 Itlls.
T hre.skiornis ap-thiopica ilatham) .

ei.tYl eF.:. ,l - Y\

None seen at tlaghdad nor ot Kut on the Sur eicha rnarshes;

Ilor on two trips from Kut to Basrah in June 1r3 and November
lr5.

'll. HI'lltl\lIT,rr li UII-(lIl l'lliKl'll ) IlllS 4-Urr Jr.:. ,l - lY

Geronlictlt t'rttnilt iLi.

No observers Inet with this bird' but MaJ. C ts. Fldmonds'

0.8.8.. had heard of a colonl' breeding in a clitl 30 miles out from

thc river \,{'. of -\bu I(ernrLl in l'olilical Syria.
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ealliest date was 25 August 43 p-hen birds appeared on the Tigris'
It \vas most abundant in the ffrst half of April, and last seen on

I NIay 43 near Hai on flood spills for 'daim' or unirrigated crops'

No evidence oI breeding.

North. 17 records.
E

72345678910 lt t2
www N W \\

Records from W. Kurdistan show it as flrst appearing in
October and bein8 frequent though never in large numbers until
23 March 45. Willamson s&w 24 on migration nea.r Mosul on 26

April 44. It is of interest that from 5-I5 May in an extensive tour
it uras not seen. Recorded from Khosar river, Gomel Su, Great
Zab, and on Tigris, on which river Maclaren found them sparse

all the winter. At Penjwin in the east they 'ffere seen between
l-19 September 42, by which time flocks of 30-40 birds occurred
in the valley. They were the duck most likely to figure in evening
'bags'.

27. GARGANEY. Jrr sil> - rV

Anas quctquedula L

C & S, t8 records.

BBB
1234

KK

B
5678 9t0 lt t2
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Most were seen on the spring passage, this species like the

Shoveler (Spatula) often being found on flood spills. One record ol
110 proceeding in a long echelon line up river near Aziziyah on 7
September 43 was the only autumn record- Al, Hindiyah they were
the only duck to have returned by 20 Seplember. 43 (Maclaren),
and they had lingered there in larger numbers than other ducks
till 2l\{ay. At Basrah on the Hammar lake, Maclaren saw flve on
6 June. 'Crackling' was first heard on 7 April, at Kut. At Kut they
became frequent on passage at the end of March, when ducks as
a whole were diminished in numbers witir the river in flood.
On 7 April some at Kut were paired.

North. 5 records.

Records are also from the spring migr&tion. In 43 Maclaren
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saw fair numbers at Mosul alter tSth March; the flrst I saw in
45 were on the Khosar, tv/o on 23 March, u/ith 4 near Aqrah on
t4 April, and c20 near Hadhra S.E. of Mosul (t6 April 4b). Wil-
liamson describes them as normslly not infrequent at Mosul, with
the 44145 season as an exception.

28, GADWALL.

lnas .\lrepere L.

G & S. 26 records.

.rJt.- q - rA

B
u

B
t2

Around Baghdad it u'ils seen regularly from r.r.-ovember to 5
Ma.y 42, being rnore numelous after the New Year and reappearing
on 18 August. Unlike the Mallard with which it is olten seen
on the Tigris, it is a regular visitor to the Bund Pools &t Sheikh
Omar Ba8hdad. In Kut liwe it was flrst seen in 1943 on 25 August
after which it was the only common duck. lt was not recorded
after 8 September until March and April, rvith a last date on t5
April 44. This suggests that it is a p&ssage migrant in this area..
There is no great frequency of sheltered pools at Kut, but a few
may s[ay on the river. Outside Baghdad it is recorded as abundant
at Hawijah on 4 April 45. It is of course sl,ill abundant in winter
in S. 'Iraq.

North.

I have only one record for Kurdist&n from the Blue Lake at
Mehran which is just over the Persian border (7 September 42).
Williamson however described it as normally not infrequent in
the Mosul area, though scarcer in the rvinter 44/45, for which
season he has records from November and February from the
Gomel Su and from the Great Zab river. He comments that it is
usually commoner at the beginning and end of the season. Gene-
rally the North is not such a paradise for duck as the South with
its extensive marshes and floodspills; and no doubt many birds
pass through the Northern area.

BBBBB
1234567
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C & S, 25 rectirrls.

0rder A1{SIRlf0RMtS
family Al{ATIDAE

s*b - to

BBB B
t23156789
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At Ba8hdad this was typically a duck of the open river espe-

cially near an island, large flocks being usually found near Kar-
radah in January and ensuing months, last recorded on 24 March
(PNC).

There are no records from the Bund Pr-rols, the 8rea"! haunt
rrf wrrders at Sheikh Onlar to the N.ll. of the citl of Ilaghdatl,
hul a few visit such pools as rcntain in Summer. lt is also found
in the wild flooded area near Delta\\.ah (Iihalis) in moderate nurn-
bers. On the Tigris between Kut ancl Suweira it appears in Septem-
bel and b-v Decernbel becomes thc dorninant duck on the river. In
the mainstream by the or-borv lake above Suweira c1500 r ere
estimated, further dou'nstreitm neor the islands opposite Hus-
seiniyah and Umm Al Binni up to 500 have been counted. Thel
also occur on the Surveicha lake, and return from there to the
river in the evening in J)arties ol fifteen to thirtl birds. With
the river in ffood in ]\larch duck become scarce on the river at Kut.
A last straggler r}-as seen on 7 .A,pril. N{aolaren records lhem as
not very abundant at Ilindiyah on the Euphrates and saw his
last on 6 April 4il. Wo have no evidence of their brcoding. Wil-
liamson reports them from the Basrah area last on tb April 45.
There are outside records for Shammiyah (October), on the Shait-
-\l-Arab betu'ren Ab dan - I,'ao (10 Novemberl and PNC records
it as abundant at Harvijah on i -\pril.

25. MAI,LARD,

..lnds p. pltttyrhutLcho' L.
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Norlh. l9 rec0rd-s.
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ln the I'enjwin valley rniSrant flocks ot c40-60, sometimes

larger, s'ere first seen on 4 September 42; and b1' 19 September
large flocks were rnet with which moved from pool to pool on the
-sluggish Chauii-i-Gizilgar'. lrrclai'en notes thern as the only duck
seen on the BlueLake (L. \Ierivan) just across the Persian border.
None wcre seen near Choarta in Augusi 45, nor from July - half
way ihrough Septembcr at Scrarntdia, nor bctween 3-16 }tay in
Kurdistan in .14. During the s-inter at \losul records are mainll'
of small parties (-14) and come cither from the Tigris or the
smaller strcanrs on ihe ]))rteirur. \lacliuerr |crnalks lhat it is b1'

firr the commoriest duck on tht river at NIosuI forming 90% of
ihe total during the rvinter, lvith other species appeiring in mid-
llarch (l9i3l. It was only tvice recorded from further into the
mountains, at Zawita (21 Januarr- 45), Billeh (5 llarch 45). First
rlate in Mosul on 5 November and last recorded on 6 .{pril 45.
(ZtumarJ.

t 23 \ 5 6 7 8

w ww w

26. TEAL.

.lruts t- crt'cco L.

C & S. 48 rtcords.
II I] I}
l.

Ii Ii
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'Ihere iLre rnan.v records, bul they do not apPreciably motlify
the st&tus rlescribed in 'i'ict:hurst 1192?). -{i Baghdtd thete rtre

no records from belore November and mJ' last date was on 23

\rarch. lt rvas the domirtanl duck rin lhe Bund Pools tt Sheikh
Orntr, Ilaghdirtl itt Januitry. I alsr., found it beyond the titils rrf

cultir-ation in alrlratetrill- l)ill'e (l('sel i rvhtt t'r'er il lratch rtf rvalct,
howc\.er snrull occtrt'rr:d. ()utsidc Baghdad it t'as notell as frequr:ttl
at Shahrabirn, 2 Septemher 45. {PNC), abundant al Hau'ijah, 1r

April /r5. (PNC), as ilbundant at Khamisiyah near Ritsrah

lWilliamson), as abundant till nid-A|ril at HiIrdi; ah rvith
stragglers till 2 \'ta1' (Nlaclaren). \Villiamson also records thcm

on the Shatt--\l-Arab at Baslah .10 on li-) April li'r. At I{ut the

B
4567E9
KK KK
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23. GLOSSY IBIS. )J,Yl Jia ,r - Yr

Plegadis f. lalchulhts (L).

c&s.
Most of my records are from Kut where they were seen from

4 May - 30 August. When engaged on crop-estimation around
Hai in May I twice saw flocks of 40-m on the move. In July and
early August there was a regular evening fli8ht of birds (14

counted) over Kut. When thel' reached the Tigris they came dorvn
and flew very low just above the u/ater with a steady, even series
of beats interspersed v/ith gliding. Some dipped their beaks into
the water. None were seen on the Surveicha after the end of
August. PNC reports them from Shahraban on 19 August and 2

September, but gone on the 23rd Septembcr. Maclaren saw a
single bird at Hindiyah on 10 April 43; and Boswell saw 6 near
the Fellujah Bridge on 25 April 47.

KKKK
r2345678910 lt 12

I have no winter records and in the areas I visited itr certainly
seems to be a passage migrant which may breed in the marshes.
A few odd birds got up out of the Surveicha marsh in mid June
/r3, and it may have bred there.

North.
In Kurdistan four passed through the Penjwin valley on 5

September 42.
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Order P H0E il IC0PTE R lF0 RM E S

tamily PH0EI{IC0PTERIDAE

24. FLAMINGO.

P hoenicopterus antiqrnntm Temminck.

G & S. 15 records-

dri - Yl

KKKl0 tt t2

My own records refer !o Kut. Gubbins saw two by o pool al
Shithethe, west of Ksrbels on 13 FebruarJr 42. PNC records thern
&s abundont at Hawijah (4 April -45), and present et Khan Nuqta
(3O March 40.

Williamson records flfteen from Khamisiyah in Bosrah Liwa
(t5 December 45) and Maclaren saw a single bird in Moy on ttre
Hammar Lake. Boswell sa'w about fifty, feeding in I shallow gheel
at Abu Jisr to the south of the Baqubah-Khsnaqin road in Febr-
uary and March 44 and one at Fallujah on 4 May 47. The Kut
records are generelly from the vicinity of lhe Suweicha Lake, now
drained (1946). Quite l&rge flocks of up to c30O used to occur on
this water. Some doubt was at first expressed when Col. W.A.T.
Penn&nt. R.E. told us of & bird taking ofi from a swimming posi-
tion; but he kept a further look out and conflrmed their ebility
to do so (7 July 43). My notes on flight run: "About the middle
of the neck there is a rhythmical wobble which has its count€r-
part in a serpentine wobble in the extended legs". The only other
bird in which I have notred this neck wobble was e Darter
(Anhinga rulu\. Belorc taking ofr to fly, they run along on tiP
toes. Juveniles mey be seen on the Tigtis occosionally (3 oD 7

September 43 near Aziziyah); and one which accidentally lound
its way into a 'bag' had wing 400 mm., and the tarsus 240 mm.
We have no records from the North.

KKK123456789
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C & S. l(l re(i)rds.
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I have fcs' records un{l rvould not hilve cillled it a very cotrtutort
tlur:k. )[1'os'rr records from Baghrlad arc all from the river. Thev

',vere frerJuent near Karradah in Januarl- irnd at Deltarvah (Khalisl
trutside Baghdad on 8 Deccmber 13, rvhert they *'ere the domirr
rnt duck. In Kut it \r'as cornnron on the riyer and on flood spills
irr N1arch 4,1 irnd I last sarv iL on the Surl'eicha on !1 ,\pril 44.
It is reported os abundant at Ilawijah on 4 April 15 (PNC) and at
Khamisiyah on 1/r December ur5 (Williamson). In thc North it
occurred on the Khosar strerm at l'fo-qul (?4-30 December 441.

lvilliamson reliorts it as "normally common on suitable stretches
()f rivors and streirms \vith a l)reference for the latter, in the Mosul
rrca. Thel' urrive late and leave earlier than most other duck".
\ltolirren siru' ir snrirll flock tt \losul on I December 1r3.

34567E9t0tt
KK

:tt I. PINT.\IL,

,lna.: octttu 1,.

C r& S. 20 records.

ei.irt irJr JD . J* - Y.
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Seen in small numbers in the winter rnonths being locallr

r:ornmon. c20 drakes \vere noted on the Tigris at Baghdad (1a)

Februar]- 4?1. .{t Kut tht,y rvere seen in October and then not
irgain until ]larch and April: c70 both sr\es at Kut 10 April 43.
Litte drtes from Kut were 2t April 44 on the Suweicha lake and
lir migrating ovcr the desert Oast of Hai on pl IUay 43. N{aclaren
records birds on the Hammar Lake neiLr Basrah on 23 and :ti
May and 6 June 43. They frequent the river and shallow inunda
lions. Recorded at Ha*.ijah on .1 -A.pril 45 lpNC) and a bird with
ir \Ios{.itr^, rinq was shot lri otiles \\'est of Iihanaqin on :l .Ianuarl.ri (PNC'.

BIJ
::t4;6789
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North. 3 records.

One in eclipse on a pool on the river at Penjwin (I5 September
42), and trvo pairs on the Khosar at Mosul (p3 March 4p) are my
only records. \,Iaclaren only saw them at Mosul in 43 after 1b
tr{arch. Evidently to the north they are mainly passage migrants.

3i. I{ARBLED DUCIi.

Anas angustiTostrls N{6n6triis.

C & S. 24 r.ecords.
B B BBB BB B B
123456789I0 lt t2

KK KK K
On the Bund Pools at Sheikh Omar and the river at Baghdad

it is present in small numbers of stragglers in January, February
and N{alch. A flock of 8 $'as seen on 21 April 42 and therealter
throughout the summer. It is likely that they breed near Hinaidi.
The]. are seen on the Bund Pools in August, and one was rvatched
on 27 Selrtember 4?. PNC records a duck rvith six ducklings on
29 NIar' tr4. r\t Kut it is essentialll- a sLrrrner r.esident, appearing
in April and breeding in dykes and irrigation canals among corn
crops in the Hai district in N'Ia1', and also was seen on the Suwei-
cha lalie lrorrr June - October (tO June 43. c100). I do not know-
rvhclc thc.v go to in November and December, apparently not to
Khamisiyah (Basrahj x.here it rvas not noted among other duck
1\\Iilliarnson).It is the conrnorr brerding duck of S. 'h'aq. There
irre no recoxls flon the North. Its field characters are light brown

rrbled appearance, \vith a pale coronal stripe and a sepia brov'n
r,.rnd through and above the e-ve. It has no sttiking features in
flight, s'hich is heav)'. The bill is gle"v blach.

32. SHOVIiLlrit

S?atula clUlJcuta (.L').

G & S. 39 rccords
BB
Ll 72

KK
It is a common duck. oiten abundant, and there are many

records. An ealll- altir.al \\.as scen at Baghdad (18 .\ugust 42) and

B B BB B B
t23 4 5 6 ? I9I0
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a lirl(' lr.avel or '23 -\t)ril .1lr: Iiut arril IIili {!f \Ia1' lr:3 . \\'itlt
Cornnron Pochard. (.lythyt lerirutj arlcl Teai (.{nas crccclr it vits
iho dominant duck on the Bund Pools at Sheikh On.rar I3aghdad
,rn 1 Januar'-v 44, and thele wtre c100 on the ShattAl-Gass near
Surveira on 10 December 43. N'Iany rvelc in eclipse on 20 NoYexrber
41, and one out of eclipse on (29 November 4I). They were paired
by 8 March a4 (Kut). It is ntet with motr often on flood sl)ills thilrr
on thc river, and rvas the dorninant rluck on thc Sun'eicha on !1
,\pril 44, by then being ver-\' abundaut. In the South at Khamisi1 ah
it is noted irs being aftei' TeaI the conurtorrest duck l\\-iljiarnsolt:
t4 Drce nbel' 45) : s.hile \Iacliu e n lecolds ?0 on the Hammar Lake
on 6 June.i3. rvhich fits irt l'ith ltis other'late niglant dates fot'
lhis aica. -\t Hindi]-ah he founcl it sparse aftel nid-.{pril and last
rccolrled it on 2 \Ia1' 13: rvhjlc Ross'cll sarv c? pails on the Bunri
l,,r'li xl Rirglt,lid orr 5 l[;rl ii.
North. 3 recolds.

Williamson comments that it is usuallv seen in numbers, but
l.hrrt in 1944/45 he did not cornt' on il.. N'laclaren in 1943 sarv fair
numbcrs after t5 March at Nlosul. I saw 5 on the Gomel Su on
5 November, and tu'o lemales on a lxxrl on the river at Penjrvin
on 6 September'42. To the Nolth it is elidently primarill. a pas-
sage.migrant.

33. RED-CRESTED POCH.\RD

\ e t t t rulino lPalla -c\.

C,|flq.-s-J-lr

C & S.6 records.
Fcrv records, and rve vr-ould not call it fairly common so far

as Baghdad and Kut lirvas alc corrcer.ned. Solitary males shot at
llaghdad and Deltarvah (Khalis) in Decemher', five males on the
Tiglis at Baghdad on 15 l'ebruarv .1?; rL male shol b1. Bosrvell at
Abu Ji.qr near Baqubah on 2.,1 Fcb|ualv,15, a pair seen at Kut on
rniglrrtion on 7 April 4.1, and a dr.alie -shot b"r' Williamson on the
Shatt--{l-Arab ir.r December 4l-r, cornlrJric the totat I'ecolds. It \\.as
noi scer in the north.

3{. SCAUP-DUCK. r,tj/t ,r-t rrjri.,j _ ri,
Aythya m. martla (L).

There are two records. I saw a drake and three duck at
Baghdad on the Bund Pools at Sheikh Omar on 8 Jaruary 42. Here
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it u as rlistant 340 miles frorn the sea at llaslah and ,100 miles ft'om
the Caspian. \Iaclaren sarv a solitary female at a -spring 30 miles
I,last rif SuleirrlLniya in the North l,last. The presence of odd birds
of suclr -qpecies ils this, Trlrnstone (:lrenaria interVre.sJ and Sander-
liTg t('rocethia alDn; is irrter.esting, as thel are tr'picalll' murine
in their rvinter quarters; perhaps they get caught up in the migra-
tion strearls of othel slrecies.

3i. 'f UFTED DUCK. il...i ,l & _ ro

.t uthya lulillula lL) .

0 & S. 1? recolds.
BBR B B B
12..t45678910ttt?
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Ilecolds of small nurnbers only (-?) irom Baghdad fol winter

months November-Malch. At Kut I have one record only of birds
in a cornposite duck flock on the Tigris on 20 November 45. Their
scarcitl at Kut ma!'bt' due to thc absence of an,v permanent pools
in the area. Further clolvnstream thel. $'ere seen near Ali Gharbi
lc5o orr ? Novcmber 45). and ono drake on the Shatt-Al-Arab bet-
rveen Abadan - Fao (10 November 45). Williarnson reports it
as flerTuent at Iihamisivah (14 I)ecomber /r5), while \Iaclaren found
4 fernales on th0 Hamrral Lake on 6 ,Iunc. a late date.

North. : l'ecr)r'ds.

I sarr a solitar'l Lirrl on thr Iihosi[ ot \Iosul orI :3 ]'larch
and Maclarer lecords iilir numl)ers on the Tigris after t5 March in
-r:i. \Villiamson notes il ts usualh- -seen in numbers apart from
1941 'r:-r

36. 0or{\'roN PocH.\l )

.l tlh !/o leritta lL'.
J.tl JD . (,JlJ.t - 11

C & S. 18 records.
B B BB B B B
12345678910 lt t2
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At Baghdad a few were seen in November, Williemson count-

ed 34 on 15 December 44, but in January and February 42 it
became more abundant on the Bund Pools at Sheikh Omar, and
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thereafter less frequent. It rvas ahval's rllol e fierluent than the
Tufted Duck (ayrhw /'ttligttlo) at llaghdad. Outsi(le Baghdad itt
Deltau.ah (I(halis) cI00 \\rele seen on :8 Decemller 1r1. Genelalh'
there \Vas a pleponderance of miLlcs. Iu Lrvo yeat's tlt Kut I onl-v

had onr lecord, lor \larch; but in l9/r5 it appeared on the river
in October and \orembei . P\C hls t etolcls fronr I Irrrvijah {.1 .\plil
15), and \Yilliarnson rvriting in their journal mentions it as less

frequent than the Wigcon (,Attts ltnttlopt or Gacls'all 1,.1. slrcpPtr
at Kharr.ri-ri"\.ah in Ilaslith lix'a. It tlrrrs rtot lirtgC] and \iaclarcrt
cloes not I'ecord it llorn Hindif th l-retrveen -{pril -- September.
\I1' rltrtc-r lun frorn ?i Septembor' 2lr,\plil.

North, 5 r'ecords.

For the Mosul area I have records from 27 October 44 (c60

at Quwair), on the Great Zab at Eski Kelek and Shinnaf (William-
son) in February and from the Khosar t2 on 23 March 45. William-
son says that it is normally frequent in the Mosul area, and Mac-
laren noted a few isolated birds at Mosul through the rvinter rvith
an increase in numbers after mid-March.

dFrr |J+r J, - rV
37. FERRUGINOUS DUCK or WHITE - EYED POCHARD.

Aythga n. n yroca (Giildenstiidt).

Five records in November and January from Bund Pools at
Baghdad ?9 November 41, a male 8 January 42, 7 la )ary 4tr,
20 January 45 ten (PNC), and from Deltawah (Khalis) (cb, 20
November 4{). One specimen was obtained. It was not seen else-
where.

38. RED-BREASTED MERGANSER. r&,.tt .tf .._iil, _ y^

Metgus serrator L.

A fema.le, one of l,wo birds, was shot near Baghdad from a
pool, on 28 January 42 by Boswell, and \Yilliamson saw a drake
shot near Mosul.

39. GOOSANDER. !.trtt Arr, ..anl _ rt
Mergus rnerganser L.

Maclaren saw 4 fomsles at Dohuk in Kurdistan on Z/ March
43. W6 never met wilh it-

a
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40. SMEW.

Mergus albellus L.

C &S.7 records.

.t .-, , .11, _ l.

This is the Sawbill most likely to be met with. Odd birds are
recorded lron bags from Janutrry-March 42, and one g December
-12, I saw four drakes near the Gharraf regulator at Kut. Two'red-
hesds' on a pool at Baghdad rvere timed diving and did three
dives of 42 seconds. This is a vely long dive for this species which
the Handbook states rarely exceeds 15 seconds. Perhaps it is cor-
related rvith the turbidity of the water nentioned by Ticehurst
in his notes on this species (1922). Wiliiamson obtained a duck
near Basro.h in December 45.

North, 3 records.

A female \i/as shot on the Khosar at Mosul (28 January 45)
rvith wing only 175 mm., and Maclaren noted single birds and
pairs on the Tigris at Mosul thoughout the winter.

41. COMMON SHELD-DUCK.

Tadonm tadonm (L).

G&S,8records.

jtrJc- - : \

This is certainly not a very common duck. There is one record
lrom Baghdad (7 \{arch 42) when one \\'as seen flying up the
Tigris. In 1945 Boswell saw c50 at Abu Jisr on the road out flom
Baqubah and some on t6th \{arch; while near Hillah he saw c50

on 2 March 45. At Kut small parties up to eight were seen on the

Suweicha lake in April and again on 15 October, and a single bird
on the Tigris (8 March 44). On€ .was shot at Khamisiyeh neer
B&srah (15 December 45- PNC) and Maclaren saw a few pairs on
the Hammar Lake on 23 May 43, but none thereafter. There are

no records from Kurdistan.

B
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42. RUDDY SHELD.DUCK.

C asarca lerruginea (Pallas\.

fl jLJai , atjt ,.t - lt

c&s.
BB B
10 t2
KKK

,\t Baghdad it rvas common on fields especialll' rvet fields irt
wintel months in flocks of up to 100. It was last seen in flock on
23 April {2. -\t Kut thel' reappealed on salrd spits on the Tigris
on 25 August and increased in numbers until November when
maximurn numbels \Verc seeo e.g. cs-900 near the Khor Es Suwei-
cha 25 Dccember l:]. In the first half of November thel frequent
the freshly sorvn cornitnd \vhen first under irriSation. It Nas
noted that bl' ?lst I,-ebluar]' srrch largc parties had broken up. In
1945 after the rlrainirg of Suseichn thel'rr.ere not so rrumerous. I
met a pail at \Vasit, east of IIai. on the old Dijeila Natercourse
on 9 \{a1'.13 and suslrect thflt thev ma1' breed netrbl'. I also found
that the Cust,rrtian r)f the -\rrhaeol ogicir I buildings there at(- them.
an unusual achievernent. Outside rrcolds include 9 betrveen Sheiklr
Sa'ad and \Irrsanrlirfi ; Noremhel .i,), ir pait near SamarriLh
(:l NIa,r .ii), or th,, Harvijah l4 .\I|il 45, iLnd iLt Shahlirban i?
Septembcr' 45\.

Thel' rvert, notld frrrdin,( and flfing rvith l)in-tailcrl Sanrl-
groLrse lPl|rorlt: tlrhttt\. TheY are often found on desert pools.
and thel-takc to tht, fitlrls t'hen rlisturbed. Of the flocks at Su-
rveicha I lriLle the rrote fliqlrt rvolibling in longl rvedges, rrnd the
call like bavirrg dogs, sounding like 'tora'." One specimen, a
lemalL,. ri'irs obtainr(l anrl harl the IuntI cLrseh' speckled ir sand.t.
grev on hlrrck \V. 3110, 'f. 55, B. rr3. 'l'ail 105.

North. i lecords.

In thr North thef irre plimarih hilds of ihe \lo.,ul rrlain.
ilnd ar. co[rmonel' sout]r of that citr', trnd not seen in the Iiurdish
irills. \:osper records trvo pairs neur Qai\.arah in \lay and earlv
Junc, Williamson sar& tht:m on the Gomel Su on:0 October 44 (2t.
and ll'o at Eski Kelck on la December.i,l. He remarks that as Nith
othel ducli, 19tr,1 sarv less duck thar hithL,rtofore. IIe records g
lrom the Tauq district ncar Kirkuk, \Iaclalcn notes theur a-s sparse
along the river at Mosul in \\'inter 43, and generalll- paired. I
sarv pairs at Zumar and -\ir Nufut in April 45.

:6 r'ecord
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43. GREY LAG.GOOSE

-4nser a. unser (L).

G & S. 15 records.

{Jl j, - !r

B
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I)r'esent in largr uumbers on 5 December 42 at Suu'eicha

ic600-1, \yhen it \\.ts possible io d|ivt,up fast oler the dr"v (-\llah
krlirnl; rnud-flats ina jeep until one was in amongsi the geese
itnri ciunes rvhit'h thunrlelerl u1t orr all si.lis. In Oclobet. 1r3 c2ii-)
velc see1r, being firsl heald that vriri o,i the nighl 20rlt Octoher.
Thev rvele hcar'(l miglirting on i ,\ugust 11. bul the u'inter 1r5

st'ason blough{ fclv or'',irrg to the dlailiug of the Suu'eictta Lakc.
Thal \car thcl.were reltorted abunrlant in the south neal Rasrah
i\\rillirntsoir). No tlhifron; \\.ere noted u.ith tlrern in November',
though thel'were with [hcm in NIarch. Apart from a solitarl, bird
ilrossiblv pliclied) on the Tigris just above thc Rarage at Kut,
I novol sau thcrrr on lho Tigri-.

North.
In the Norih thel' *'ere not common, but \Yilliamson and

l,Iaclalen saw' small numbers (-10) oD the Tigris and Khosar
slre m in lvintel's 43 and ,14. As in the soutli they feed on sprouting
c()rn.

i i. \\'Il'f1,] t.'tio\1'!,I) G( )osr,r. Jit jt - tt
,lnser a. u.lbifrons (Scopoli).

G&S.
I saw them at Kut at the Suweicha lake in February and early

March 44. They were not present rvith the Grey Lag lA. anser) in
October and November, and were less numerous than that species
when present. Compared with Grey Lags they were more often
seen on the river TiEris, a flock of 40 being seen off Husseiniyah
on 8 March and again 21 on the Tigris on t7 March. By the 26

March none were left.

Nortt,
Williamson has one record of 12 birds from the Khosar stream

near Mosul on 24 December 44.
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0rder FAtC0NIF0RMtS
FamilY AEGYPIIDAE

.i5. tiGYl'TI..\N VLir,'f ItP!rj.

x eo7'lt rc.ttt. [). ?erelLa?lerus '\L).

G & S, 1? I'ecords.
D

1:

That the appearances and disappe&rsnces of this bird are

sporadic are evident from the following chain oI observations
made at the Bund pools at Sheikh Omar, Baghdad North where
there is ample carrion and refuse, the region being as it were
the head-quarters of Kites and Vultures in the district.

t8 April 42. 8. 5 May 44.

It \Iay 42. nil.

- June 42. a party.
26 July 42.19ir. various plumages.
19 Au8ust 42. nil. (5 August 45 nil) (7 August 45 nil).
20 .{ugust 42. 1.

25 August 42. 12, some immature.
?7 September 42. nil (t8 September' 43 nil).
23 December 45. 2.
4 January 46. 2.

With the food supply being constant it should be possible
to get some measure of its movements by regular counts at these
pools over some years. It appears to be a relatively frequent sum-
mer visitor to Baghdad, the parties, possibly of non-breeding and
immature birds taking the place of the Black Kites on the offal
heaps and in the blood pools. On the 20th August 42, their place
had been taken by the Pied Crows (Corozs cornit. capellanus).
The flock of 79 birds on 26 July appears to be unusually large.

At Kut from October 42 - March 44 the only birds seen were
one on the Dijeila (10 May 43), 3 soaring over Husseiniyah (27
March 44), and 3 adults and 3 juveniles over a barren nullah in
the foothills of the Pusht-i-kuh at TeI Ziliab (8 April 43), one

irpt-lo
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Kut (10 April .'14) and one Shudheif (12 April 44). Its status at
Kut is that of a scarce wanderer from the persian ltiothills, l.here
it rnar lt leer l.

Norlh. i.lS ttt:orrls.
\v w \\' w \\'\\,\v

I ?3456789 t0tl 12

NIiIi
ltL lia-qteln Iiurdistan ther ir;rirt,alerl to be resident at [)en1rr.il

irr .\uqust irnd Scpt.'rnbe,.4? rrnd at Choarta in August 45. From
th. Ilrrrvanrluz irreir \ros1rer. rcllol.ts thern as al)undirnt rvhile he
rvas iltele (?6 July-g -\ugu-st 1r3t. Nlaclar.en also found them com-
Inon in tht, Ileniu-in valley (rruturnn 1r3), and abundant at Sulei-
rritnir it anrl at Kil'kuk alrund garbtge heaps. Itr western Kuldi,stan
tlrcl s'err iiefirritelr absent in the auturnn and winter lrom
?8 Sel.rtelnirer' (lrlrt ?5 \larch 45, \\hen the first wele seen on
tlrrr iLrsul-Zitkho roa(1. Nlaclaren saw n(ine at X{osul until 28 March
i:1, \\'lrrD u single irrlult irppealed. Flolll tht,n onrvarrls occasiona]
bilrls welc seen up to !7 .{pril neirr Dohuk, Tel Kotchek and the
Slrilili 1rrrs.. llut ihe) \rrr'0 ne\el nuDrelr)u-r. In \lt1'4rr, the)- were
mo|rr Dunrr\rous, beirg met ihroughout the lrlains arrrl mounttrins,
the lirst being encountertd at .\in [)ibbis orr the .lebel Hamrin on
i \{ar'.

YoslreI reltoits fu,rm (lair irrah that the\ decretsed in numbers
flom llar-.Iulr-. On gth \la.v thele Nel'e nlore lhtrn 30 over the crrnp
ar.rl lrr the t,rttl of.ltrrre arrd irr Julr'. thele seemed to be ir steady
light rrl so iu tlre ciistriet, most of rvhich rvere in adult l)lumitge.
'l'lrer ir|e rrosl freiluerrtl.v seelr \\:herever thele are gleen strips of
rcgelalion and streiLrrrs irr tlrc tLrirl rrtourttains. Ililrls at I)enjwin
u-irtilti lithrl l)crclr (tit lhe stLrrl slolrr: of hills or soar itround.
\\:herr lher fll ovel thot, is ir gerrelal alarm arrong small birds.
TlrorLglr ther arl slirl to Ire tirnid, I rroted that the)' kept Iiavens
oll ii cirrcesl at I)enjwin. irn(l \yitll Illacli Kitts thrv chase(l Ravens
irr lhi, aii'. irt (lhoiLlta. -\t Srlitrtiiidiir thet'e rvcle odd birds in
.Irrl.v.,\rr(rrsl anil Selrtrlnbi,r ur) to lhe 8lh. littulrring llom -{madia
to \lrsul, ihe)-\yrIL,ottit'settt tottnd tt'tusc at I)ohuli on 13 Sel)-

ternber'. arrrl Nrrt' last l'pri)rdr'(l ott ?? Stltlortrbet lletNr'en Kirkuk-
Blbil irr tht, lrLairt. lrt the Norlh, tlteu, the Itit'ds itltllear to be surn-
rnt,r' r'rsitlurts irr the mountains, ltaving the hills in u-inter. It is
probablu thirl tlle]- lrt'eerl rvirlt'11 ; itnd Ilos\\'ell ltail telxrrls of it

nt,st boilg founri nrirr Serttriitliit irt Jul.r 13.
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t)upq l. lttlt:tt. Ilablizl .

O&S.5recolds.
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Not frequent in 1he lrlain, onll'one being seen in four \eilts

over Baghdad on 3ar \Iarch 13, $'hile a corl)se rvas lountl at the

Bund l)cxrls at Sheikh Omal ttn t June 44. ln the Iiut district s-hich
is neal r.nough to the l'ersian foothills fol bit'ds to ulme over,

lrirLtics s'ere onlv seert trvicc: on ?ll Februitt"l' 4.L on the Iledlah
load and 9 near Dil.runi on 5 l)ccembet' 45. Ts'o wel e seell on a

da1"-s visit to Tel Ziliirl; be1'ontl Bedlah on 9 -\pril in thesc foothills.

North. 37 recolds.

wwwww
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In the Penju'in district in September, pails rvcre found ire-
rluenting the sumlnits of trvo mountains (c55(xl .ft.l, on ttne ttf
rr,'hich the bilds rvelt' seen at their loosting pla(e. Thel \,ere also

-seen 38 miles to thc south-r,'est at Choarta in Augusl 45. One

carcase in the Penjt'in valler' lrroduced a giLthering of :13 of thcse
)rrrge birds. When t:ilcling in a thelmal, they fl1' ver-v lou' over
one's hcad, ol disaplrear iltri the blue on the top of their cir"cuit,
lcminding one a-s tlid lllack Iiites, of Breat I)aranroecia drifting
sideways. Ltmmcrgt,iers do not associtte $,ith lhem. I.'ronr text-
book descriptions I rr.as exl)r,cting the hcad to look more naked.
The rr.hite Iuff tonc.rLling it and clrse to the \\'hite hairs rni],ke it
appear feathered in flight. .\round u Goirt's lrearl a single (]r'illon
irlrpeirred much lirrger lhan thr ligr'1tian Yullures and llayens.
llaclaren also ,raw ul) to 30 in the l)enirvin Iallel in -\uiurln ill,
and rrriterl thenr in the Suleirnarrir-a frrrrthills.

In tht, NIosul ilnd West Iturrlistan areas the]' Nere rccorrled in
rrrost t.rf the rnonths u'lterr oliserviitions Ntle rlarle, flonr ihr Zaliho
l'ass. Sinat. Zax'itir. l'ilrr;rn. Ilc,u'anrluz Grrlqe. Sr,r' .\rnarlia.
Ilirvin. \lo,qul. Sirrel rrrtri I.lski Iielrli.

llrrlike ilte taptors and rro rLrubt orving to their rvide tliut'nal
rrnrgt: of icerling. thrl slal ulr in ihe rnrrrrntirins rlurilg tlre s-inler',
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th uglr th,ri [ra"r \\,-r,ll move ta, ihe I()\\'(], ralrgas. I hirtr, n(, r'reords
sottth of thr llosLrl-Iirbil r'oad. Bir(ls Nere usuall] seen in num-
bers u|) to 9, rvith one l)iu't}. of ?U orr the \Iosut-Dohuk road on
15 O.t{)ber ii. \\-hen d|iYing }rack frorn Kirku}i-Baghdad, 30
\\err sL,ell real Tuzii Khurrnatli feedirrg on a dtacl donkey. One
had great difficultl-iu lising fl.rrrrr the ground, llut eventualll' tt.iok
ofl, *lirlirg over the stirff-car', whose \\.idth it exceecled. \,Iaclalen
dt'scribcd ll!\\' at .\I()sul, 58 turned ul) with few dilj s of some
rrlult,: lreing Iiillerl. Thel. r'ert irssistt,d b1' four Illack Vultures
t.leg11piu.t ttlDltt/ ltu' r,re Seir-Eagle l.Ilnliteeltt: albicilla), rnd
irrrrurrreriilrie BliLcli l(itrs l)Iilttr.: ttigrtn,), t,ong-legged Buzzards
tl|. rtrfiut' rurrl \Iagliies ll'it',r Ttitrt bo|ltiqna). At another spot
threo orilr,s;rNirr-11t Griffons and ? Blirck Yultures were noted. It
is lilieli" that thel' breetl in Kul'distan. tnd I thought they rvere

l)r'ollilllll lrtt,cdittg or) ir clag ol thi'Qala rlrr'l)r' roYer:l()(l{) ft.l io
the ZiLliho (iorge.

i;. Bt,.\(,ii \:l l, lt'lli,:.
.l *t l l,itt ' tttottntlttt\ tl,t.

\litclirrert sit\\' f()[tI rvith i3 Gr'iiiun \:uliu|es feeding on some

rlcari tuulr-r Iteat \[osul, irnrl '] rvith arlother l)arty of 20 Grifrons
t.L; lll,' /ul,'tt' iri l"elttualr. I sitrv sttme lal'ge dark vultures with
0r'iff,rrrs nelLr' llcr-l|alr. bul Nus not itble ttl stoD tlr e\amine them
c1r)sell l?;l I,'ebruirr' {ir.

]s. 1,.\.\l l i 1.. ii( lu l l; ll.
( ; 4 pltt l tt' ltrtrltrrI tr' -

i l)i r,l)irl)l\ tttrttt.. illitltlizl

North,

J.1, J; - Li
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Lurnrtet'3eiers \\'eIe seerl on tlle Hazar' ]laia (i516 ft ) near

Pen.j$'in l? Selrtcrrtbet '1?r. on the (-)iLlit 't'el)e 1tr111 ft ) al)oYe

Ztrkho on lti \1a1 'rl, at Soriltlrirdiit l61r{l f1 i on 1it Augusl 'iil

{llos\\-ctl) attd betrveen l9-:ith August 41r, on the sulnmit of the

Piris ltagh (b31.r0 ft. rrn :l \ltrell lrir itnrl the '\rttadia birds u'erc

using the k)\YeI Sulaf 8or8{' its rviltter rlualtt'r'r orl 1lt \larch i:-)'

Irr fiilhi th| $'ittss nial 1,.' arcllrd lilic t BiiLcli Iiile illlloa"
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htigrtnt\)1 itnd tllc Iriris l)agh lrilil hittl it ltirllit of lrickitig u1r

objecls and letting them tlrolr. I su:1rect tlre hilds in the Z&kho

Drountains *,ere breeding.,\t rlo time s'ele the-v seen alYav It'om

thc mountains, rtnd the)'nerel assuciated rvith the (iliffon \rultut'es
when the lattcl souqhi ottt catiiorl. llilds set'n irt l'litrch harl a

B(;o(l (lcal of black on thc lhl'oilt.

Family FALCONIDAE

19. GOLDIiN I'A(iLIi.

-lq ttilt cl!ru.\ti:lor,L).

:L,.^! eUr - :1

North. 11 r'ecord-s.

ww
1a:1 .i 56 10 11 1:r3s

\\'ith r)11e t\cr,llti()n irll tttolds tttte floiti tite Kur,tisll lllourl
ttils x,ht're it ver'1' lrrobirbll blecds. Golden Dagles \:ele tNice
seen rLt I)enjrvin in l-last Iiuldisttn. ,\ pirir Nas seen to inhirbit
a certain cltrg for t\\,o )'eal's at Serarnaditr 16800 It.) ir) Jul)'-
Septerrrber'. lihcl \vel c also secn ()\'er lhe Zab golge at I{ili. 'l'rvtr

\!1lc soou irt lire \-ezi,li slriirc of Shcikir',\rli in Oct()l)er'. (,rIr,on
the Sinjar roatl in \or eutlrer' .i.'r arrrl trvo iutd irrl illmirtul e bir'(l in
tht: Bcr'-rerini (iolge n(,irI lhe I)ersian f|ontier in I)ecernher'. Other
recolds ilrc frrrrr. (ielj -sl)i neirr Zirkho 118 l'ebrurrv irrrrl agairr irr
tlrc go|gc learling to Ser' -\nirrlia ()n 18 \l r'( h.

io. G Ii Ii.\'flll'. Sl'11T1'El) E.\CLl'; JIJ .ti& :-ti, - o '
Aquila clanga Pallas.

O & S, lf records. One specimen.
BB B
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At flrst only the 'spotted' immature birds were recorded under

this species: later, dark birds wilh pele rumps and white stripes
on wings v/ere included. It is a relatively frequent winter visitor
around Ba8hdad and on the marshes at Deltawah (Kh&]is) from
December-March (28112 * 20/3), more often being seen ne&r
$,ater than the Steppe (4. rapqr orientalis) or Tawny Eagles (4.



tu'l)t(r: t'ullot\). \\ie have seert theur (,uarter.ing ir rrrirlslt ltehilrl
Ilirgltrlad irrrri srttling orr sirndbirnks in the Tiglis. .\t Iirrt it aplrears
r'.'ith the najolitr, ol lalttoi.s fr.orn the hiils irr Nolcrnber. and I
lhell ha\'a ll(l lecords uDtil the 13 ]larch. ]ltr.e nratur.e bilds.
u'hich rverc llrcsltme(i to be of this sl)r,cies, irl)i)ear ltlack trt rest,
Itave roticoaltl.r' heavr- botrts , il l)tla t.ulll) irntl ts-o long ltrle
rving stlipcs in ilight rlue trr the trhite tips of u.ing (rorcr.ts irnd of
secoDrlaries. Tlre celr \-as IelloN artii thr ltill lrlue gIc1'..\ urost
leualhable si€illt on the Iluteilir canirl neirr r\inara irr Novernbrr.
'ii \.rts of l(j eirglr.s 1r'obaLh uI lhis s|tcies COrllitrg ill ttr |oost irr
two lDplal trce-i.

North. ir lt:r:olds.
ww \\. \\'

113.i56"i 89 t0 11 l:
Stvei'al rvett' secll at thc liirgle corrglegirtiol orr the -\in Ilibbis

Lrlateau in Ua) ,'r4. 'l'hcy filst irppealed at Nlosul or I F('l)lualy
,rn the Tiglis liver' 1lnts. One s'a-s sren r)ear Shalqat (16 -{pril
i5l \\.hen the Shamnr r tok{ mc that if ir falcon sees one he is
irfraid antl u'ill rrot Bo fol an Houbalir lluslltd l('ltl.atttudoli.';
ultd.ttl(ta)..\t Nirrrlurl (l llalclll, or)c \\'as saen sto(,1)ing irt iln
irnnralure I)cfegrint' ltrtl,:tn (Fulto ltreqrittut. 'l'he lecolds sug-
gest that they Drove fulthel south fol the winter and that in the
\{o-sul alei[ thel are lflssare rligrants..\ srl]allel eag]e ser]l over
llrc -srr0l-coveleri Su\\'iiIa 'l'ukir l)ass aboYt Doltuk on 31 Jillruarl.
'r5 might have bt,on a sl)tciulcl ('f the Lesscr Spotted llaglc (-{r7tzlla

l;ol trino), bul slrecirnens of eagles fr'onl the ulouutitins irle of
coui sc rlesirleratir.

;1. T.\\\'\Y li.\(;LFl.

..lq ui!t rtpu,t .
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Commoner in winter at Baghdad than the Steppe Eagles (.4.

rapax {)rientalis) which is seen more often at Kut. Pale cofree-co-

loured eagles with dark primaries were recorded under this species,

this coloration being characteristic of immalure Tawny Eagles;
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D{i r)oe r)l)iainr,(l fr'oIn tbtt't irt tL ltet'ttutsirle l}agirdtrti trtt 3:i

JilnuiLrl' i'1, and prepared as a ,cliiu bl llos$'ell and m)'-sclt rlo\\'
r,:sirles in the \lusetlllr of thr Rolal College of \Iedicine irt Bagh

dad. 'I'his trird fitted the deslliptions of '['awnl Eagle, anri detitils
of tlre pluntage irtr- tr) l)e found il the altpenrlix.

I,'ield ictentification of llagle-s i-r unsatisfactor], but in few
othel cour!trics can there lrc such opptttturriiies fol siudl-ing thettt
at close ([liu'iers as orr the 'llatli |lirin in \.iuter nronths. S])eci-
lnelrs \\ieri,obtairecl lrut callritlges itr this rvitr rvetc vet'l iimiierl
indt,eil and ils I hil(l n(, gun, it reilliied gIIttt p;orvet's of l,ersuasiotr
to induce a Sheikh [o shoot ao elgle ian(l thel' usually requiretl
sevelal shot-s to kill) rvhcn sarrrlglottse, black lrirltlidge itnti bustard
seerlred of rtott. imnterlitLir' irrtd lxriatable value. On one occasion
r Sheikh rviih rvhorrr liri,ri'r'iicl tas,lriring. -qlrrv trlrr eriglr,,s flLrrn
his ciil. arrrl his l|uslr srrviloi \1-as sent trr rleslratch an(l l() briilg
theut in. 1'lte corlr-ses rvele plirced in the lroot of the ctr'. IIou'ever.
when honlc $.as l eir('hed iind ihe l)oot olre rted, trvo r-t'n' firlce lilt
eagles advance(l ulx) us, so that rno|t, cal'tridges rvcle neederl.

Onl-v ortt' birrl r,,rLs sr,,ri) in thr ririrth et Nimrud nerrr trIosul
on li Octolit r i,i. .\s l(lults are in(liitingui-\hable in the fleld fioor
l. ntp,tr t).t;r / li. il is lilitir illat rl]irD! recor.rltrl urrrlt,r. thlrl

lt, ir,littg trr,,' l,rtr, 1,. ,r ,.1 lltrs i1,,, ir'-.

52. STllt,l'll l.t.\ (; l,lL

.lluiln rrt 1,1 r.

lrr.olrabll rtrientul i.: (litbali..

C & S. li lt,colris. Tn'o specirnens.
B
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'l lrt:t t'ccrrrrls rtft'r'to liLrqe tlirIli eaglcs \\-ith ir,\'otht,r rnar'1,
iug.. irnrl ilL,r'ilitlrir rrr;Lr ilclLrrle :r)nte .1. r. r./1,/ar, ih(,u{h it i:
signilir ot lhat ll(lue rrl tlre r|rle crrlIL,e coloLrreri .1. r. ru1ttor irn}.tit-
tu|r, IriIds rreal lliLghtiiLrl \\'r,ri,retr,i(1.,(l fr1,rlt IiLlt. \lI Iiut Iecor.rls
starl ori 1l SeirlrurlleI irnd continut, to lir NorenLer. irfter.rvhir.lr
rlirtl, lrr t'(,r',,t-.1> \\'r,re ltiLdr thotrch lrii.rl. \\rrr, seen irr Decemltcl
i3 arril ijl. 'fitt,r tr',"r'r, ihr ltr.)it t]ttut.'ti)U-i slrt,cies ol eaglr to lrt.
seerr florr ir crrt oll llr,, rDarqirrs r,l c Lr I t i r. i r t i r r r r anrl tr'trultl t.t,tur.rr
reirr' ;rfter..\rar. 1() celtiliI far.r,nt.rrl it,r'r'uirrs. -\ lrriel tlesclilttiorr rrf
a slrtt'ittttrr obtirirrcri ;rl Iiut is il llre a1r1ren11ir. Srrrrrt irleir of thi,

i,rur !U; - ey
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flerlncrtcl rri this tiagkt lnay br,gaiued flonr thc erl,ruing list of
car jout'ne1-s.

l9 Selrternber' .i3. Salman l)ak-Kut, desert road. 5-
9 October 43. Kut-Shadi desert road. c10.

?1 October' /r3. Kut-lledIah. 5.
?? October 43. Kut-Su\\'eicha. 5.
l6 September'45. Kut,Chabbab. 14 rnainlr Ste14tc.
7 Novernber lr5. Kut-Sheikh-Sa'ad 15 (not far frorn the

Pusht-i-kuh r.

On thc otlrei' hirnci driving frrrur Birghdad-Flillirh none s'ele
-{ecn but two were seen on r.i-sits to Nejef and Kerbela. My im-
1it'cssion is thtt these liilds conte dou'1 to the Kut-Amala area
fl.orn the l'usht-i-liu rrountail)s on the Ilrr.iirn fronticr East of
this turlitor'.i'.

ln thr. Nolth I htri, one leconl flonr Niurlurl near' \tosul orr
li Octob.,r' 'r4 u'lrile \lirclareu i,i,:ntified thcrr in the Mosul area
ir u'irrter'.

jLi.Jl Ur, - oY

B
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Orrll thostr sight lt'culds rvhere tr cleal pale crou,n was seen

ha'r'e berl included. The bilrl is a legular rvinter visitor in srnall
nLunllrrs, nrrt ltting as conllrlLrl t;.1. toltr.r tnllor. l. rtpo:t
rtritrttrlis |t .1 . t'lrrtrlt. rn(l as lteinertzhirgen (t9241 obsi'r'r't's
usualll occuls -rirrglr'. 'lhese lirrre eagles ilre singularlv sluggish
in lhe p)irins, sitiing u1, ou llte battks of illiSirtiorl tlitrrhes ir flal
countly ruttl oftetr allos'irg clo:Lr iIL)l)r'oit(lh. Srnaller' liitglcs strch
i1.a I'irru.lu\,Iluzzarrls. (Buteo 3)t.) irrtd Kites (-l/i1?r?lr sp,l lllefcl the
teJL.giiiDh lroles in the desert. [lei:otrls froin lhe Baghdatl alea were
lrollr in l)ertrrrlrt,r'a'r,l leftl io lhr'dt'-.ert l)el\\'L\rIr Baghdil(i an(l

llar;ulruh. l'r'orrt Iiut I hare lhi'r'r' recoltls froltt ttre filst fcu' dar.s

of Nrir-r,nrltt,t .

;:1. I.\l]'t.tn l-\t, t,l.\(it,t,t.

.l quilt ltclirtctr Sirr,ignr'.

G & S.5 r'ccorrls.
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lir)l)crial l'lirgles rtn be setrt on the t\lu:ul ltlititts itttti ott tlte
plirtr:ru betu'ren that citr and ihr tttotuttitiris '!ill trlarch (9 llitrch
.i.,, llr'lrilr. I)uling thc winter rIL,ne rr'r're rnrt rlitll in the l]1(,ull
tairs ttr thc rrorth until ir flalch rvlren orte \\-il-s scen irt a ttee rtl
ili1leh.

.\ r'emtrkable (uucourse Lrf Iitgles itnil othet llttptot -s rvas met
\\'ith on i .\1a1 r.,1 ut .\il Diblris on a llttrtru boldered on the cast
b1'' the.Ielrel llamlin. Hclt,irr the ellll ulorning the glound rvas
rluite rli,rseh slrl.irrklr,d s-ilh girrul,s of I,)ag1es, aI iimo Nl]crl
they had left thr crntie iLnd south of 'lrar1. Irnlielitrl (,1. hrlirnt
Sllotted /-1. tltnqt l, "ftr*-ilt /ol. StePlre) t-1. r. ru?lt)r) ar 1,,1. t.
otientalis) Eg1'lrtitn Vultu|e i.\. pt'rt)oltlcttt.\\), Illack Iiites (lI.
ntillrttt' ,l,alg., tilticli Iiitts 1.11. l,intulu; . irnrl r Hirlrier (('ircl,'
s1r.1 all bcilg seen in n snirll irlea. 'firr otrll r'ecord of othlr thirn
solitirll bir',:ls virs ri i\\'r) cating tr rleird rlog lrrts'een \losul-Flski
Kelek in I,'.,bmar1'.

51. li[):,i1,]l,LI'S i,l.\rl l,l :.

llitrutr, it,, l. it!.t.;ttltt' \'i,,ijlrrt .

eU, ytir - .:

'l']rouSh u',,cr1rrr'tt,l to :,,e lhiq il)r,{.iitr.r'e iratt, rto recrrrri-
rrlri(h rlrr r., iilr iLr r r..,i'irLintr ilc irttril)uterl lr, il. \lirclirrcrr.
hrr\, t.,,-. trlroli: ,llti. orr l] ()r't(|lrtr lr:j frt)rll ntai Ilutl)iih.

oL-rrt !rti! ;)rra - .)
5i. Slllil']l,lYf Ii.\(il,l,: or SilOIi'l'-'fol.ll) t.l.\GLIl.

t ir,-tr, t,t- q,tllt,,t. titr,,-l'. 
t

C&S.ilee,,r''ls.
I I ll i ;-r ii i 3 l) lr ll 1l

tr Ii Ii'l'hi. lrilrl s'lrilh tviL-;,r,t i.,,rriLl !i in'l'i(thur:l s l,irl,et.s ,19:1.
l1)lii i- ir r.tgLiliu. l,;Lssilg., rIlisIill]i ill auturrtn.It \\. s fll.sl srtrr itrI
stLtrii:tl rt I)crrj',ritr itr l.lrrst Iiur.dislirl ir'(,ln :; -\Lrgltst l8 Selrtenr,
btr il rLnrl lirtrI r'.,cogrIiztri its ir ItrntiliirI rnernittI of tht .1tole

srluiritirrg tirplors irr thc (lentre al(l South. Ir) 19.'rB it u'as first seerr
otr 19 Scplt,lrlrcr. u.htn sir st'r,c rer.or.,letl bctrveerr l(ut,Baghtlarl.
illl(l il \\'as DLrl |rc0r.dori thirt \r,it, flt,t lt Oi tt,lrpr. Irr 19]r.i thr:r ryert
sltI ai lh{, ltul crrrl rrl tlre liirghrliirl r.olr] orr lit}r Srlrtt,rnbel irirrr
irr 1{liir orr ii Srlrternlrcr.. 'l il.i,e lirtt, rrrigr.lr.iis welr seell l)ot\\.eel
IiLll-.\il iuttaitif ilh rrlr l? \0i.,rlrb,r' !1, iLurl i)n l] \r)\1,rltl)eI lr; ullI
\iaS se(,n luItht,r. .ou1h l)i,1\'er,.t -\ riit.il-(-)al';r i Sa lelt
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Lr the Nolth. it also alrpeals to be a regular pnssage migraut
in smtll lumbels. In the West around Mosul in August and
SeptemLler it \ras tecor.iled both lrom the plateau bet$-cen Mosul
an(l the mountains anrl also in the mountains at Seramadia (12
September 1r4). Bosrvell saw a bird iLt Seramadia on 12 July which
seerns to hirve Ireerr oi this species. It is however rnore numerous
on migration on the plateau, 5 being seen on 13 September 44 in
a sholt rlistanct,.

-{1rirt from Bosrvell s recolds mine Iun fr.oln lrr August until
12 Octi,ber 44. The first returning birds rvere seen on 8 April 45
near Dohuk and at.;\.qra on t4 April. When on toul in the spring
of 1ri it rvas noted iLt the Geli Spi t)ass aboye Zakho on 6th and
8th \Iar'. rvhile on lhe llth Ma1' thc-r' were seen at Simel, Dohuk
iurrl ai Sirsing near Arrradia. \Ve \iere unlucky in not getting a
s1rt,r'ilrcn. but the bird has ler"1' marked field characters. At
Perjrvirr rvhert, several birrls fiequcnted the valley and appeared
to rliliile up the stream irrto telritories, it s.as fond of perching
orr thr sl.tiDglg rvhelt, ckrse viervs tvt're obtained. The bird appears
latgcr than it Ilrrzzirld (/iulro), u.ith the rvings too pointed and the
tail thr.,ugh lanned likc tht' Buzzald's is relatir.ely longer. It is
uiost likell'to bc fir'st noted in flight as a bird $rith the underparts
Ialgell' pule rvhite s'ith horizontal ro$,s of thin darker bars on
tho unrlei'rvings anrl Lixir', rlar')i plinalies irnd a noticeable dark
ih|oat. It has not the tliagonal dark line of markings across the
rrnrler-n'iir5J thlt charactel'izes ihe Ospley (Pandion), and if it is
seel clostl)', tht,bloarl rrrvl'likc heird rvith staring )-ello\\'eyes is
cluite unlikt: the Oslrlrl-. It has not the dark riistal areas on the
unrleLs irrgs serrn ir Duzziil(ls. \\-hcn seen c1ost, the unfeathet'ed
talsi ale loticeirble. Detirils o{ soit parts etc. of a bird I watched
closell-irlc to lre fourtrl in the al:,pt,ndis. '['hc cali is 'r]uo-queer-
[lucer-(1Lr eer' . ii ,r'orr].riDrrtiorr of the calls of Het'l'iltS Gull (1,arzs
a.rgcnlatus) and Iltizzar'(1. 'l'heft, \-irs rtit eticlellce of it ])rccding.
btrl lhi- dnr s rr,,l i".ill rlnlili.l\.

789
EE
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56. LONG-LEGGED BUZZARD.

Buteo rulinus (Creizshmar).

.'.rLJl l,& *it - 6j

G & S. 23 recolds.
BB B B B
1234 5 67 8 910 tl 12

K KKK
First and last dates at Kut s'ele l1 Septenrber (/r5r 1 Aprii

113). In 1945 I had several recolds from the Iiut alea for Scl-,tenrhel

but I sa*' none betrveen Bagh(lad-Hillah {,n :0 Sel)tembel of that

)'ear'. In 1943 horvever thel' rvele first noted on 9 Octobel at Kut.
\Iacla|en lotes thfllr as s]lillse ltet\-tcn Birghdarl-RutLlah belNeen
l0-l.i October oI tirill ) car'. 'l'hett rtLe llo Kut lccords bets'een 22nd
Noverrber and the sr,rlitar'1' -\pril recold. ,\ sharp look out on 16

\'larch 41 bct$'een -\zizivah-Baghdad Produced uone. I noted on
13 April lr3 that tlle pole-squatting bilds of l)rey including Bzleo
lero.r atd Eagles had all gone, the onl-r' hrrvlis being seetr on tele-
glalrh poles being occasional Iie-rtrels /r. linttuncultts ard Lesset'
Iiestrels -F. ttutttiurtoti. These recolds sug8est that the)' only spend
ir part of their rvintel trigratiotr in ihe I(ut area anrl move fulther
south rvhere in the neighbourl.rood of the marshes there mav be
rnole food. N'[acla]'rrn has a late bird rLt ]Iindiyah south of Baghdad
on:13 AU'il /r3. Flrrur Birghdari thet'c are lecords ur)til 6Iell'uitt'r,
{Gent).

North. l: recolds.
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]laclalen sarv one at Penjrvin at the cnd of -\ugust {3, and I
sas. one there on 12 September J!. Betrveen 31 Octobcr-28 yarch
they vcre seen frequentll. on the \{osul plain betrreen the S5r'ian
frontier and Erbil. I lhirrk lhev lernain llaireil through the s'inter.
I sarv none after gth \lalch, Lut \lirciin'rn i'rcol'ds th(.m as eslle-
ciiLll.r abrtnclrLnt on ?S \lalch, anr] h,r cli:lrri'lred rurr of[ u rt-it h]-
the Tigi'is - Gleat Zab junc'.ion on !l \Ialch i3.

-\part llom thtr lccolds of Buteo nrf inrr<, olhcr Buzzalds of at
least 2 specit:s \\:cre ,cecn f|oDr linri, 1o tirno. Olle circling orel,
Iiut at a timc of extcnsir-c urisntr,,u rviLh ir palc tail rvith tet rrirral
darli bar \r:as seen (6 -\pril 44j. Buzztlds l:eiieved to have beel
Ruteo L"?d pinur which rvel'e defiiritely nol rulirLus $.ere seen at
Fao i1l November' 45), Baghdad 15 Deccmber. .i5), Zakho Gorge

56789
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(7 IIav 14), \Iangesh (1 Februail- .t5l and nral Sf i.ian fr.ontier
rvcst of Mosul 16 ,\1rr.il 4ir). Thesr observations horvever oannot
stantl s'ithout coniirrlltor'1. specinens &nd mot'eover Steppe and
Long-legged Buzzards may not be distinguished r.ith certainlv
in the field accolding to Meinertzhagen (19b4).

57. S1'j.\RRO\1'-HA\VI{. ..Fq _ ov

Itr i piter ni:.tts.
probablv ar.vrs (L) or nisosimilis (Tickell).

C & S, 14 record-".

BI}B B B
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\\'iuter l'ecolds florn Baghdad area run frort 5 Noyember

(Gent) - 2ir \rlalch; \-hereas at Kut the records suggest passage.
'frvo or th|ee NeIe seer on 16 November 45, others between 23-27
Malch il and four" aplreared on 13 April 43, and one on l9 April
1r4. )Itt'laren sa$'t$'o rnales at Hindi)'ah on 28 April 43. The only
specirueu examined unfortnnatrl\' had the rvings clipped (Tarsus
li0, Bill ta, N{iddle toe rr2l.

North.

\v \\r w w w
t ?11 1.-r6i 8910 11 12

E
Irr l,l. Iiurdistan it was recolcled betu'een 10-19 September in

the Irenjs'in lallel rlos'n rvhich ir stleam of rnigrants flovs. In
the Nlosul rLlea it \Yas lr,corde(l at \{osul in Januarl'. February,
but rnore rvirrLel lecolds lefel to locirlities in the rnountains beyond
the fir'st lar)ge, itt l)asht-i-taklit al.]o\'e Zakho /16 Noyember 44),
\,Ia"nge-sh (1 Ft'lrruar'1' 45), Rilleh {}{arch 5th), Sirsing (17 March
1r5), and thele ale r.corlls fron] the plain at Zurnar on the Tigris
(6 Apl'ili. \imlucl 15 -\pril. and Gent sarv one neat. l{osul on 27

April 43. A male obtained at trIosul on 4 Ja uar]' lvas A. niszls
nisz.s, but the rniddle-toe \\-ithout claw measured only 35 mm.
Details in appendi\. Its status is that of a wintct-\'isitol in small
numbers with an i ci'case on the llosul plain in spring due to
passage miSr'ants.
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58. RED KITE.

Milous milxus (L).

One seen at close quartels ot.t 24 April 15 on Spiiik pass in
Kurdistan, and another on 26 -{pril at Sul'ana on the track to
Barzan, are the only records. The pale tawny head with thin
dark streaks gives the bird a difrerent &ppearance to the iamiliar
Black Kite (M. migrans). However, a sl'ecirner is requiled to
substantiate this record.

59. BLACK KITE.

Milous rn. migrans (Boddaefi).

clls.

drJ, ;l.D - ol

BB
11 12

Ii li
Early dates include :

1942. z7 September (none 25 Au8ust) Baghdad.
1943. l5 August. Kut.
1944. t7 September. Kut and Baghdad.
1945. 23 August Baghdad.

While last recorded birds each year were :

$Q. 2l April. Baghdad.
1943. t7 April. Kut.
1944. 25 April. KutBaghdad.
1945. 6 June. Baghdad. (PNC).

In 1945 sev€ral late records were noted by contributors to the
PNC bulletin: 12 on 2 May, 4 on 4 May, and an odd bird on l8th,
22nd May and 6th June. At Baghdad the peak month was January
when several hundred were seen. In 1944 Boswell estimated c1000
on 20th January. However, they wer€ not quite so abundant by
February. At Kut in 43 numbers were dou,n to 10-20 birds by
mid-April at which time the birds take to frequenting the sand-
banks and mudflats in the river along u'ith Herring Gulls .L.
argenlalus. A few le-appeared on 15 August 43, 25 in a few small
parties on shoals in the livel on 97 .{ugust. It does seem that
they repair to the river before and when completing migration.
They occur at Bedrah. (5 March 44). The fl)'st seen at Kut in 1945
between 2-9 September were again on sandbanks.
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Theil glcat haunt in llaghdtd is irt the lhurd Prlrls at Sheiklr
Orttar ol thr East of ihe cit), rvher.e offal is legnlarh. dumper.l.
The gleat {locks of thest'lar.ge laptor.s soar.illi r.ourrrl in thermals
|esenrble thc alllleit) ance 0f a cultur.e of PararI]eciu r seel1 undet'
;r rlicroscope. Sonc t erc seen and heartl circlir.rg in broad moon-
light lu"o horus aftt,i sulclolrr at Kut 112 October.43). Spotterj
bilds rvith stleake(l neck itlcl nape al'e illlaturo, arrl orrc ,rf these
I notcil as having llrc celi: bluc,grel' anrl lhe legs blor.n.

Norlh. !6 r't,cold:.

\\. \\'\\' \\'w \\'\Y \\' w \\'
14 3156?891r) tl la

t)
'l-heil statu-r in Iiuldistan florn lrreselti rlirtu is ilrut oi rvinter'

visito|s mainll. to the N'tosul lrlain rvith a ltrw in the lrigher
rallets, arld Drigrants llass through thc aletr, l)eiirg seen at nrigra-
tion lirres iu snmll nurr)llels l)assing along the lernotel valleys
in the motrutains. We htve no evirlt,ncc of theil breeding. Lr
\Ia1' {i theru rvelt, selelrrl neal the Jebel Hanrrin Ii) \Iay), rvith
odd birds at Zakho, and the villages of llelsivi, Shalanish Islam,
and Sirnel, in the neighbourhood, of Zakho, being last recorded
near l,lski Krlck on 13 \Tar-. Yosltl notes therrt as corrlmon in \Ia)'
at Qrriyarah, south of Nftrsul, but by lhe 13 .]une there were only
stlagglels. .\t that tirre none \vas seen between Erbil-Rou-anduz
arcl dorvn tr-r Kilkuk (13-tO NIay). Boswell records them at
Selarnadia on 11rth Jul]', rvhilc Vospel onl.\. saw single birds
occasiol1alll- betrveen ?6 Jull-9 -\ugust irt the lio\.ar rlttz-Shaqla$'alt
tlistlict.

,\t Sela[radia t\\'o \\'efe seen on 1i)-17 .\ugust 4{, their flesh
clean plurrir.qc coutrtsting rvith the dir'ty scavcnger of the Baghdart

llools. On 3 September, Williamson and BosNell saw a string of
31 l)assing oyer tho Serumadia pass at 10.00 a.m. (Height 6000

It.\. \Tv notrs for thc rvintcling bilds on the \{osul plain are incom-

lllelr. and I fir'st 1e{ior'l:i tir!tr 0ri 3 -t--trt't'ttlhoI ltr brlrveen \lo,.ul-
Tel ,\lar - Sinjar il small numlrers on teleglaph poles. llaclalen
sa).s Ihe]- ar0 r'erl' ithuntlattt at \losul in rvilttci, anrl .qarv tr htlgtl
spilal estinriLted at orer' ;oi-) bi|cls o\'ot' some freshlJ' killed mules.

The).- we1'e rote d at Eski l{cleli (29 Dccembcr). Ticehurst (1926),

quoling La l)ersonne, lvrites that nonc occur at Dohuk in rvinter.
I sal' a ferv between Dohuk - Survara Tuka (2i January 'i5), one



1(i

at llar -\Iatti on a2 JaIluar']- 45. Oue \.as,reen in the -{rnailia
ralle) at Halik on 30 ]la)'ch 45. -\ fe\' \\'trp I'ecol'ded from the
]Iosul (.tistl'ict from 6-13 -{.pt'il arttl my last lecords ale from Harir
and Balzan on P4-25 -\pril -15.

In E. Kuldistan onl)' occasional birds \\'ere seen in t\\'o -{ugust
visits. Ten aruivcd in the Penjwin valle)' 128 August 42) and Ieft
soon after. Al Choarta t\\'o were oyor camp on l5 August. Together
\\,ith IlgIl)tian Yultules l\eophrort ?erenopt?rttsl thel- rvere chas-
ing sorrtt. Ravens lCon tr' coraz).

60. BI,.\CK-II.\III'D KITI.].

llilt:us ttt. linealu-:. iJ. tl. Gt'a.t, .

j;Y! .lrJr ;15 - 1.

At l)cnjt'in irr Iiast [itrrdistar ir solitatr lalge kitt s,ith white
ptrtchcs at the btse ol the lrlirna|ie-. was s.er on 10 Sel)tember' /rf,
and \Iaclaren ilotei it as a scal'ce llird in lhc same loealitr-in tlte
auturnn of 19llJ. On 5 \Ial' tr.l,with man\ rither Ir|tors, a fe\'
Black Iiite,s $'illr tlrt r\.lrilc rvinpl |atches rverc seen. 'l'\r() others
seen at .\1ua(liir on 12 \lir.r .i1 \-t,rc thought t the tirrre t0 bt oi
this s1r,cirs. 'llrt,re -si8ht rr'cor(ls urrsul]stantiated siih tletrtilerl
neld r)ot|S, tnu:t lrt, trr,iLtrrd aS pl ollal)le Ie|ot'ds onlr-.

6T. WHITE-TAILED EAGLE.

H aliaeetut ol.hicilla lL).

G&S.6records.
t2345678

e;lrr .J+t eli! - ',\
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SoLlthei n lecolds ar| fi'om the Hor l,ls SuNeicha :'l -spllteDtl)r.t.

i3, lir Octolrri' i:i, , Decr,tnbel. .i: and a pair fl.orn a Shallo\\.
tleplessiorr 1l rniles Nolth of Qulnt. I sa'iv ollc on the Shatt-Al-Aralr
on 111 \r,r-cmLt,r' .i:r and \Yilliarts()r sa\l' ()ll(r near the Iihanrisivalr
marsh0-s 0n 15 l)ecember jr5.

In Kurdistalr one $:as seen standing on il shingle spit among
ducks iind vadels at Pcljrvin orr 6 Seltternber 42, one on the
river Zal; in ihe gorge at Iiiri ncar -\rradia {3I August 141. \lac-
Ialen s $'a liair on an islirnd in thc Tigris at \{osul (ai Novernbel.
rr3) anrl latet'a single bird near nule cat.cascs. I sil\ one on the
\\radi Iihosar' ;rl \losr.rl on 30 Decenber ,i,1.
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{ia. wt I ITE-Cn O\\'N ti D ti_.\GLI.l.

H al iae e t ut leuc o r I p hus 1P allas).

Iwo on separate sandbanks on the Tigris at Kut on 2T August
/r3 and one on floods neal Kut on 23 l{arch 44. Not a common
visitor.

d3. u.\1:i sH-t I.\Rtit ltn.

Cit tu; tt r trrlitt t t.', tr.:.

Itl iltitl)lJ 0t't ttlli t1t)'t/t L

i&:Jt ;.iJ. _ .\y

BB I]
Irl tl t2
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'\t llaghdarl it occuls regulirlly il the rnarshl Cla]. Pii Pools
\Vcst of the ritJ-, at the Ilund I'ools, Sheikh Ornar, Iiast of the
citv, on the Tiglis backt'aters, ;rnd nrily be seetr on sandspits in
the Tiglis. I1 certailll' bleeds at the ltund pools s.her.e nesting
ruraterial wa: being r:ari'ietl on 2:l .\pril -i!, irnrl it ltrobaltly brceds
also aL the othcr'pools rnentioleri. \\rilliirnson sarv thl'ee perching
iit a tlcc in Dr:cembt,r', and I sa\\' one in a l)irlm tlee (24 August).
Du|ing NTa""" 1i'), one \virs a daily visit0r' to the lh'itish Embassy
g|trunds. FeN irdult rnales \\-ere seen, and ariult feuralcs and im-
nature rnales rvere lhe biltls rnost ofterl seer). Nla"claren v,,'riting
of tl.re bilds at Hintlilah rvhele the1, are still abundant (cf. Tice-
hul'st 19la) notes: llirils in irnmatu|e plurrage rvere extremely
trbundant in all the rniu'shJ: iueas up to mid-Aliril and less so there-
rrfter'. On serelal occirsiorrs these attempted coition. Onll- one adult
fcirrale rnd no adulI ntrles s.elc seen in .\pril, though comulon
il .Iuue '.

Thc abscrrce of June-Ju11 r'ecords fronr llaghdnd can be atl,ri-
buttd lo the irciderrce of hcat on l) ird -\va tchcrs. Outside Baghdad
llir'(ls \yole r(.r:ordecl f|onr I)eltau.th (liltalisi {Decr:ubet). Shah|a-
barr iSe lrtemliur'), Diu ali.r'ah iOciober'), .\Sal Quf lNo\e nrbcr' . .\t
Iiut birds are fi'equcrrt on lhe Su\\-,..icl]il rttilr'-.ltes r.hen thest are

llilsent, llut it is morc chirractclistic of ir'l'igirted cornlarrcls round
lliLi, iu l'l.rich mu'-:hf iratcire-r occLtt', and IIotr-lttccclirtg Jrircl:, oi'
out-of-season, are flcquent on flood spills anrl secpage 1roo1s. Iis
distlibulion is liliel-v lo Le afi,,','ted l11 illigatiorl and dt'aittage

C & S. 52 records.
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schrrurs. \Vherr I lcit Iiut irl 1945 the Sul-cir:ha ruarslt rras let'luttd
to ir ilrl-nud lrllLiu rts'ing to the constrttction rlf u l.rund btts'et'It
Sutrirla irrrrl Chabbalr orr llle Irorth lrirnk of the Tiglis. Thi:
deplession rvill rlelrentl norv for Nater on .rvllat drains in from tht'
loNrr tellirres of the Pet'siatt loothills. But thele are still exten-
sivc marsh aleas in tht Centt'e and South, anrl flotds rtlttv occur'.

\\'herl a lnalsh hirlt ier use d to fl1' over the Bund Pool.s at Kut
all lcr'ns irnal l'adels rl,ould get u1r, and Squacco Hcrons lArdeola
ralloiie.\ \,.;ere yialticulalll- nervous. On the othel hand it rvas

clrascd and attacked b)' Red-\Yattltd Plovers (Lobit:anellu-s itttlical,
and PNC lecorcls one beingi urobbetl bJ- Srvallorvs lIIiruttdo sp.:.

North. I i'ocolds.

w \1'
tl

In thc broad l)enjrvin vallel' birds l'ele leguirlll seert.
quarteling the clops in the erening rvith otht,rs hawks. lletvetn
?9 ,\ugust lai S(,i,tcurl)er i?, three being flushed flonr rvillorvs
on 8 Sel)trrnl)er. In thr, \Yest thelc are frrr- :uitable loctrlities, and
thev rrort'onlr' rtcoldtcl frirru tht, Gontel Stt \rtr-rrrtbel and the
I(hosal livt,r'. \\'illiirursorr fltrluerrtll- su\y thelrr rluiLltelirg tama-
Iisk iinll Iirlnolice scIrtb tound \Iosul. \yhrn (rIt sllooting. ]Iar-
laren sal' ;r ltirlr ir \[iLlcli.

c.r. L\-I{.\B ti tIt .

Circus cyant'tt; c!/n tleus i.L'l.

G & S. Onc. North. Tu'o probable.

CbJr ;j, - 1:

No sp,,cirrrens rvele obtained. -\ I'athr.l clalk rtralr \\'itll tr ltul.e
\\.hite l'unlll, and no hlircli llirl on socondirries rvas ser.n t)ear the Su-
rreieltiL lirke at Iiut on 16 Selrterrllcr'-ii It ntal lre arlrlcd as a \yal.l)
inB, that lrilds s'hich lrom gener';rl coloul nnrl l,ltile lulrli, oirr:
miglrt as-.i8rr to uris slrecies, \'er.e in fact nlacruTousl as sketches
lnado in ihe field of the shape of the ltlirck tip to ihe underu-ilg
had the angular inner. boundarl' rvhiirh is characteristic of the
Pallid Harlitr (C. tntcrorrrus,.In the \olth there are no celtairr
records though birds s'atchcd irl Septcurber. /r2 at Penjwin rvere
probabll' ryanerzs. Particul r attcntion \.as paid to the purit]. of
the *'liite upper tail coverts of the females, and the grey throat
of a male noted. Unfoltunately the latter bild 1\.as not seen in

I212345678910
EE
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flight, tnd the rurnp colour not uoted. Pallid Harljer.s were pre-
sent for cornpa|ison. The status of the Harriers must unfortunatelv
rernain confused until specimens can be procured.

65. PALLID HARRIUII.

C irru' morrouru- lGmelinT

C & S. 5/r records.

b! ;jr - ro
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This is the Harrier of 'Iraq and we have nearly 60 records.

It did not occur in the immetliate vicinity of Baghdad, being
rlore a birrl of open country and the records from October-April
refel to birds seen at l)eltawah (Khalis), Divala Bridge, near the
Aqar Quf anrl on the [',amadi road. Under this species have been
recorded ll 'r'ing-tail' fomales or juveniles, unless there was a
ver.y speoitl reason for allotting them to ilnother species. The
insufficienr:1' of sight lccords of fen'tale halriels is shorvn by the
folkirviug. ,\ bilcl u.hich hacl becn cdrelulll rvatched and s.hich
?r'orn all field obserrations had lrure whit€ ul)pel tail coverts rvith
rro lustJ' rrralliings anrl ,should have been cllaneus, was shot and
found trr lxr t juvcnile nncrourus. The last date for Baghdad was
lir -\pril lr!, u'hen seveliLl females rvere seen on thc r\gar Quf scrub:
but it should be noted that a male ]Tontagu (C. pygtrgus) was seen
ihele at thc sarne tirle.

r\t ltinrliyah \Iaclirren recorderi severtrl itt the errd of March

"111 
n -singlL,urirle ou lti -\1r'il .i13. -\l liut it tt'its fitL noLe rlumerous

heing recolrlcd thr()ugh()ltt the alea. In 13, thc.r fit'st I'c appeared
ori -\ugust 1st, irnd \rol'r,sren in lrails an(l small llal'ties lhloughout
lhe winter over olrcn ('ountr], orr tamalisk flats bl the rivet,
over ycgetal)le Sarders irDd scrul). ID -A.pril itccotnpanfirg migrat-
r[g irasselirrc-s Nas l itl]1 com],1('llltnt of tl]i'se l)irds, thcir flat-
tened-\. shal)ed figurts gliding o1'rl the gr'eer coln beir'lg a char.ac-
tulistio siglrt. Irlottt llrcii tuethorl of rluat'itlirlg, the 1]tilu of the
Sharnmai' call thern lVeshat Al Ilaridthan', the land-surveyor.
\Iales irr llight oftur l,rok like lalgc gulls (lartrs sp.) until the head
and bill is secn. -\ late rrcord \yas of a female ot 1-oung bird on 23 \'Iay
/r3 near Hai, but this mt1' have been of another species of Harrier'
In the Ilasrah area, thele are itgitin late rccords of IrriSrants,

Nlaclalen having seetr a pair at Zubail on 20 \{a1', tnd o male
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on the 26th Ma) 411. There lrl)eill's ttr be a late s'ave of rtligrartts
at Baslah and Irao, as llaclalen'-q dates ft'otlr that area fot several

-ryrecies are ruuch later than the last.dates flom Kut tnd Ilaghdad.
lVhen ont' flies ,rver a lrtitil all thc rvildforvl rise, rttttl one

in the north u-irs noted flfing ciou'n the Goruel liver -scatterittg
Coln Buntings lDtttberizo culattlnt) and r-rthel bilds like tlliren
leaves. One at Kut, an immatttle nrtlle, ntade passes at an }{ooltoe
(.Lipupa1. When hovering over' Irel' rvith the talons hanging dorvn,
the barled tail is lanned. Tu-o slrecimen-s u'cre obtained, ir female
at Baghdad (:i Decelrber i2t iu)d ilrt intutatule bit'd ttcrrt liut
111 Noyenlber' ,tr3). Details of piumage in appendir.

North. l{l lec0) ds.
ww \vwww
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In East liurdistan birds Nele seen in the broad valley at
Penjrvin in -{ugust and Septt'rnber, occurrir.tg at all heights in
tlie di-stlict, often lt'sting on stortl' slopes of mountains. \\rith
Peleglines Frlco peregrirtnr,, Iiestlels iF. titutttttcrtltr.: ) and
\Iarsh HaIIieI i('ircus 0crugitlorzrt thel' had tegulat' hunting
beats every' night at roostin6l tinre. There u-as a plelxrrcielance
hele tif femalcs irnd immatule ))irds. In the Mosul district it
occune(I, though not frequently, fronr October'- December after
rvhich it wirs not seen until the slrling rvhen sevelal birds r-ere
seen on the lrliLin s'est and south-west of \{osul from 6-l6th April
f Hadhra-Tcl lit.rtchek). On 5th and I I th Ual single bird,s rvere
seen at ShalrlrLt ancl Simel resllectiyclr'. \laclalen's tr{osul t'ecords
also bear out its absence during the \yinter months, as he saw
them onlf in Novembel'and }ralch, in locky pltces not far from
the river. It plobably follows the virlle\s of the bigger r.ivers on
rnigration and so u'ill not be found in the Kui'dish hills. Uniden-
tifled Htrrriels rvere frequent in -slrall nuntbers migrating actoss
the Serarradia I)itss, soaring )'ound the peaks near the camlt from
l3-8 September' 44.

66. \IONTAGL'I'S HARRIER.

Circus p!!1argus (L\.

G & S. 1. North.:.

ftjr. aj.r. - rr

Olly definite rnales l'ere rt,rtl'dcd. Of the large number of
'ringtails' recordcd may be some rvere of this species or cll(t;e.us,
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but no specirnens wcre obtained. ,\ male rvas rvatcherl at close
rluartels orr the scrub rrear. the .{gur. Quf (p5 April 43). All tre},
with dalk ltrintat,ies arrd clar.k bals on seconditlies. No x,.hite
rurlp. The untlerltat.ts rvere rufous stleaked neat' the vent, It *,as
rtot as $'lrite as tlre nralt, Pallicl lltrrier (C. tutcruorus). A tery
rlrrk bitd, thought to btr ir melarristio male wtrs seen at;\irr Dibbis
neal thr Jebel Hamr.in in the corrcout.se of Eagles ancl other rap-
tols rtrtrrtionerl above (; \la]'14r .\rnong Harr.iels on passage acr.oss
llru col at Sclamatlirr ou 4 Septenrber 44 u'as one definite male
t,./lllarl/u|. It stirtus ctrrr onlv be guessed at. It is eviden y only
iu) o(('il:iollal \-isitor t1) rnost paIls, in contrast to the ubiquitous
I)alliil HarIii,r'. and is rve tvoulrl sa1' the rar.est of the foul
Ilrrllier':.

{ii. osf,tUt\'.

Prrttrlirnt ltrtlin i;ttr t.

1,r'oirabll ltttIitt;)l?t.i (.L),

C&S.ilccolds.

dJt-; stic - 1v
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It rvas not seen rrl Baghdad. but one was recorded between

lltghdir{l Hillah on ?0 September 45. In lhe Iiut region it was
seen on the 'figris on 3 September 1r3 above Na'amaniyah, and there
ale Decenrbt'r lecolds fol Kut for 4? and 43. On a journey to Fao
ir Noyembel bi|Lls rvere seen on lhe Buteira canal, at Azair, and
orr the Shatt--\l-.\rab rrral Khon'rrmshat'. It evidently prefers the
southern mirlshl' part of the 'h'arli plain in u-inter,

North. li lccoltls.
w \\- w\\'w
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It is nrole fi'etlurnt in the North, bird-s drifting southwards
(lo\\'n the vallevs thlrrLrgh the rtrrurtiains. .\t Choai'ta 18-20 ,\ugust
1r5 trvo bilds wet'e seerr on the liver, and at l)errjwin there was
one from 4-6 September 4: and il8ain on the 15th September.
\Iacla) en lrcords thrte worliing the same stream in 1943 after
lst September. In thc West, on 11 nd 13 llal' 'li Oslrreys r[ere
seen on telegrafh lolts ten milt's ftom \rater at Simel and in
Iirbil at a tirnt \\ hen rttigt ation q'its in full swing. OrL :.|t ) -\trgust



one \\-as seen on the lt. Zab tt Iiili belorrrl St't'attradia. rtrttl on
10 Septembel one in the lallel' belo*' Serirlrtadia to the ttorlh. A
'polesrluatter' rlas seel orr the Dohuk-\{osul roirtl on 15 Otlober,
irnd one ovel' a hackrvirtcl of tho ZaIl itt QuNai] oit 2i Ociober'
44. Thel' \yere not seen in the Ninter hu[ ]'ealrpealed on ll -\pril
45 on Rubal l)ohuli. \\rilliamson sa\r' onc on thc Khosar river
on I Aplil. 4l'r. I had no eYidetrcc of breediDg. Tht"v appetr' 1o lte
passase migrants in the Nolth. One rratchtd taking fish held the
prey holizontalll' rvith the left cla\\ alttl eme)git18 /Pcu.iu'in),
and one on tho Rubar l)ohuk lrar-ing ci[rght a fish rvas chased
by a l3lack Iiite {llzhrrs Lrtigrans). It uiteled sht'ill calls and
outl)acod the Iiite.

68. IIOBT]Y .:r{lr-.e.f-1^
Irtlco subbuteo subbuteo L.

l)assage rrrigrants were seen at Kut on i9 April 43 and l1 April
lr4. In the \or'1h it rvas seen at Serirnradia on Il and 12 September
.i.1, an(l on the \losu]-Zirkho roarl on g Octoller'. Two rvintel records
I made on 8 Novembel and on 3 Janualy 45 must be regarded as
doubtful, as this -qpecies is not lecorded hitheltofore as over-
rviuteling.

69. LESSER PEREGRINE FALCON. i.'ri - 11

Falco peregrinus.
probably brookei S}J.atpe or babylonicua Sclalet.

G & S. 15 r€cords.
BB B
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Recorded three times from Baghdad and on l0 April from

Hindiyah. At Kut the records run from 20 March - t9 April and
again from t5 October - 25 November they probably go further
South in the winter where more wildfowl occur and are passage
mig"&nts at Kut. Usually seen about the liver flats or on shoals,
and on temporary spills where duck and wsders abound.

North. 17 records.
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The J anuiri r- recor.d is oI orre seen b-r. lVillianstur whiclt u-as
chasing trro Iiagle-Orvls (BuDo) dorvn a rvadi. 1'hc ,\ugust anrl
September lecords ar.e from Soramadia u,hcr.e the)- are frequent
irnd indulgc in aerial ganress'ith Ravens (('orarrs cora;r:1. Oddbirds
seen on the lrlain durilgJ the u'inter,. 'l'he1- occur il the l)enjrvin
lrrllel, irnrl tilcl had a r,egular. elerring Jreat over the crolls, rn
lugu,st auii Selrle[lbrl,.

i0. sAlilIi 1,'-\ l,rl( ),\.

Falco cherrug,
1u'obahll rhnrrug J.F). ()r",t1 .

l'hest appeareci on telegralrh polcs crrr thc load fr.orn Baghdad-
Iiut-Sht,ikh Sa'arl in the filst rveek of No,,ernlter and rl'ere seerr
slritringll' tltlorrgh the rvilter'. Lasl lccoldcd lrl Felrnrar']-. On the
$'estl)oluld loarl [o.Iorrlan, I sarv one in Decerr].rer' l:etrveen T.3-H.
4, ancl \lacliLren found thcm telr- aburrdant bey'onrl H.,1 rvhich
is in ,loldiLr.tiart tcllilor'y. ln thc Nor1h, \[irclalen found thcm
Irequerrl ncar' the |ire| at llosul iu the rvinte| nd spring, and
I sarv tht,rrr on the \losul-Shai kharr lottl on 1: Octoi)er and orr the
'I'cl -\far'-Sirjal r'oa{l ou,3 Novt,rn}rer'. Thcl- }rreetl in thc Jebel
Sinjar and in lhe Jebel Nlakhul rvhelt: lhe Sharrnar obtain tle{lg-
lings toNalds ttre errd of Aplil. I u'a-. lrlivileged to see Sheikh
Sfuq.\1 .-\ jil .\l Ya\\-ar's falcons irl Shirrrlat in April 45, anrl his
falcouers brouglrt tl-o rlou'n to shorv to It.ll.\{. ,\ntbassador iu
,\,lay. I had engaged to accornpany the falconers on an expedi-
tion to thc breeding lrliices, but urrluckilr was tt ansferued lcr

llagirdad. Like rlltrnl- of the large)' bild-. of pre)', these come down
to the plains for tlre s'intt'r. In flight the-r' ale heavier than a
l)eregline. An irnrnaturl Lirrl setrn at Shar'oilt hird tlte irrcast rvhite
with heavy brown drops; supercilium and ear coverts pale, eye-
stripe dark: mantle and back, chestnut spots olt bro*'n; cct'c and
legs blue grt:1'. The llale nalre is a plorril fit'lcl chat'at:ter.

7t. MERLIN. .1_i,_ - v\

Falco columbarius L.

Recorded three times from Baghdad 20 and 28 November
(Gent), 30 January and 4 J]uly 42. This last record, of a female,

w&s from Hinaidi at the time of a flood, when many unusual birds
had appeared. I saw one at Rutbah Police Post on 18 December 45.

Maclaren reports them as spsrse by the Tigris at Mosul in winter.
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Three lecords rif lralties at llaghdatl fronr 18 Allril - 11 Ma1' and
Iro auturnn lecords flortr Brrghdad. ict? on 18 -\l)ril, ?6 on !i3 .\1rril;.
'fhey roost in gum tlees in Alu'i1ah rvhen ttn ltassage. llrom Kut,
a singlc llirtl arrtl thtlt lottt iLltptared l-itlt itrtntigrant -lfcro2s
.: u.lfic il ictstrl on 37 \Iirl1rh .11. The ] ear befole cl{t0 wel e seen on
i ,\1iril irr the -q.,1,. lr(ralitv. the gartietts of the ,\tnir Iiabiil at
Husscini,r'ah.

Occasional Lrirtls rtirl be seen restini; trrt telegritlrh lrrlcs. Trvo
on the rlirter torvel oi a sheikh s ptlirce at Hiti ntal have beert

breeding {?i llar'.'ri one Lrtulnrl rt'corrl i: of a siugle biril at
Bc(hah ilt thr, iuot t,f [he I'usht-i-ku on ?1 Octr]bcr 4:1. ]lacluren
hirs an ealh rlate rvith 0 on !! l,'ebruarl 4l:] at Marrlil.

North. il rcc(,l d-r.

\v \\' \\'
1r:] 1i6:8910 11 13

In the,\rrriLdit lalle)'to\\ards Harik there were frequent small
nurnbels of migltnts circlin8 ever) where on 30 \Iarch rr4. ?0 on
14 .\1rril betrveen \losul Shura and 3 at Barzan on 25 April 45.
It is luollable that the"v breed in or neat the giant carle at Harir'
$'here ther' \\el'e seolr oo ?5 -\1tlil .i5, irnrl 11 IIar' .i.i.

13. tiDS'uiDL.

Falro Ibutu culttt 1,.

,tiitji..lPy-vr
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It is certainl.v- a wintel visitor in Central and Southern 'Iraq.
ilaghdad records lun front 17 SeJrtember-:: -\lril, rvith no breed-
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ing rccolrls or indeed records trf bilds seerr frour N{try-August. Al,
Kut thelc ale several records for Aplil frorrr 2-17th 43 and from

'i-19th 
.i.i suggesting |assage. lt Iealilrearerl iD Iiut on :ll -\ugust

irrd was flequent in Septembel and agairr in Nolenber, rvhen
,rn the lltt rlrile rlIive flom liut,Baghdird l1 \vet'e counted on
l'ilcs. ,\ftcr thi,c it lral rvell rruvc south irs thele irre rro lulthe:'
recol(ls lurlil tht slrlilg irDlriSration, bui thele irlr I)ecemlier-
Januar'1' r'ecords frrrrr Basrlh. Scattel'ed lecolds inc)ude a pair'
on Nebuchadnczzur"s ptrlace neal Hillah (?0 March), I)irvani"vah
i6 O(rlol)r)r'), Hin(liIah (fairl) (ronlInor) ir ,\plil, tr{aclarer.r),
Zullair (ir lrail. or trvo in larnirIisks, \lar itrrd .lune, I hreeds,
-\{aclalcrr Thel' rvrre brredins irr llte \lals il ah mins ai tiarnar
rah (i3 \[irr'1r1rt. TNrr hrrnting trYe| the Tiglis near liut \\'ere seeil
to be riilrlrirg into1lrt,rvater in flight (ll1 .\ugust -131. 'l'hree spe-
cillens \\'tl'r- ubtaineri rrrrd the rrreasurerlt,rrls i!r'e t1) lrr found il
the a1r lrcrrr lix.

North. itt recolds.

\\' \\. \v w \v
llll/rl'16 ? 89

L l.l

Irr liulclistrrrr it lrirs l-reerr lrte,sent in Inost localitie-s during
thc urorrtlrs I u.as thele. ,\t })errjrviu and Cln)al'ta in t)re East, and
irt Nlosul. Zakho, Shrrriurish, Scr Arnadia, l)ohuk, Zawitir, Man-
gesh, \'lai' Yakoub, l'lski Keltk, Ililleh, Zutrlar, Hadhr, Harir, it
\\as scru. The lrtcsonce ()f clb-:0 otr 5 Seltternbet'42 neal'PeniNirl
l)clche{l on hurnrttoeks iu gt as-<litntl at distances of 30 }ards il)
the late ilftci'noon suggcsts migration, as the,v r-ere all male but
o e. \Villiamson sirw ore rnake it stoop frotlt irelorr at a bat which
escal)erl.

w
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0rder GALtIF0RMES

tamily PHASIANIDAE

74. SUD-SDlr.

-lnmtoperdit griscogularis (J. F. Brandtl.
JP-v:

C&S.3recot'ds.
Apalt f t onl one itt Samat'rith (-\ugu.st 1: l. rnv onll- records

from the Centto and South conte lrom a visit in Allril rr4 to the
fr-rothills of the t)u-sht-i-kuh East of Bedlah whele they $'ere met
rvilh at Tel Ziliab and at Kan-i-sahht, especiully in sheltered nul-
lahs. Pitman in Ticrhurst's |irlier (1922 conlpalcs the call rvith
that of Jz?l?ortanrr', rvhile I noted that Alpine Swifts (rlpzs
lrclDa) had a c;rli trsembling it.

Iirs*'cll clairns tllat a few cove)s call ah,r'a}'s be fottrld tluling
the $.inter rncrnths, inhabiting the deep clacks on the right banli
of thr DitLlir airove li;rqulrah, IrcaI the l)elli -\bbas P.oittl.

North. 1i rrror.rl..
ll
84l'6i 910 11 1?

\\r \\' lv
Irr the \Iostrl ari,it ii rva,s r,csident and frequent in srttitll rtum-

bers, especialll' on steep cliffs u'ith level stratification near rivers,
rvherc it hrrunts thc cracks and gullie-r, Lut al-so in the lou'er and
filst rangr of sclub-r:oreled hills forming the Nollh boundaly of
the trlosul lilateau. /Ztkhir Golgt,. \Ta1'rr'r:\Ial Yakoub (c1000ft.) 29

.la uirr'.r 451. \\'illianrson obst,r'vecl Jrirds in telritor'l netl to Nlosul
in -\plil. ;uril sal ir hen s-ith thilteen chicks, about lJ inches
long, o[ 2ll Jul], .14. IIe notes thirt, ihloughout August - September
I)l'oodi of all agcs ale seen, anrl that in son]e ]-ear.s t\\'o if not three
lrrootls inay be lcarod, Bv the end oi Sel)tenlber some chicks ale
orrl1'just able to fl1'. In liast Kuldistrn it occurs at 5000 ft. on th.)
,\zmul pass betrveeu Suleimaniya and Choalta. On the r.iver Zab
irt Qurvair rvhere thele ale lou- cliffs anrl extt,nsivc 'isltrnds' rvith
shingle and sand, and a sclub of tamarisk and poplar, parlies of
:l-10 prelcrled the e(lge of the shingle in drl river courses next
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to tht' tauralisli. It Nrtulcl bc irrtertsting t0 collect m0re rlatit on
tht, dislribution rrf this bild r.elatil'e to height. The deserts of ,Iraq
give lrllcr in thc )\iorth tnd Uast to the oil bearing arid tableland
rvirich, r'ising in shelr.es eventua 1. culminates in a frin6;e of
Iltountirirs rvlrich art clothcrl rirr$-n to rr certain height in scrub
oali. The Srt:-Ser nral' rveli bt conflned to the arid marginal
shelves. lt seoms to be a bir.rl rvith a prefer.ence for a very specific
hirbitat, and the (luestiorr "\\'hr" t inevitablv occuts. \\'hat is its
foocl:' Thele is no (loul)t that the launrr living in this alid helt
hirs to corrtend \\.ith [tore str.irrgent conditions than either lhe
launir rrf the lrltLins rrl rrI the moutrtains lrro1rt,r. rvittr their lush
YalleIs. and lrossihl\ the sliecies thirt can live in this zone shorv
slrocial irdaptalions.

;i. Clll'li.\li. ( eur, ) \r,, ,)a, _ yv

.l lt t !'tti\ t/rtk'tt.
Ilrrobirl)1.\ l;rnlesltnittr:. Meioertz).

North.

It u'as lecorrled horrr Fl. Kurdistirn at l)eni\\.ir and Choarta,
rvltei'e illiundant oovo)'-i occur in scrub-oak hills up to 750O ft. In
\\'. Iiurdistan it \ras recorded between 2500-titD0 ft., at Zakho
Go|gt, neirl l)ohuk, l'iris I)aFh. St}amadia district, Rowanduz
irrrrl DiiLnir. \\.illarnson notes a local lrovement lronr higher to
lorvel g|ottncl rrfteI thL, sno$'s hrr|e firliel in the Dohuli area. Nonir
\\-rre seell belo\\' ?51I1 ii.. though \lackintosh flushetl a pair in
the \\iiLtii r\ntcliiLs at c1500 ft. itr the Lebanon (Zool. Society of
l,igvpt. Sllia-l'alestint: Suppleurent to Bulletin No.6). The birds
lrack in \\'intr,r as \\'illiamson lecords ll]() birds togethel in
snrtrli areiL at ZavitiL below the snorv line 0n 21 Janu ly 45. In
thc snorv itt llange-sh lhr inhabitants \rere chasing the bilds until
the\' \\'r,rr, tilrri arrl then ca])tuling them. Thef are extensivcly kept
as pets bl sntirll boys. Tlte larnilies must coirlesce eitrlier as I stu'
an ildult u'ith thilll r'hccpels follorvinEJ in single file up a steelr
ealth btrtk [eirr (]hoalta on l8 -\ugust 'ri. liecords of theit' distt'i-
llution arr(l o\.crlirl) \,i1h ,lnttrtoptrdit attt'l rvith l;rattcolinus
rvould bc of intclest. \irslrct' trcotrls fitntilies of roung itblc ttt
fl1' b1' lhe t,ntl of .\ugrust. lr) the fiel(l thr.r'alrlreitt' likc a fat pigcon
rvhen settle.I, rrntl art,of a nontlt,scril)t unicolol lrlumilKe, bro\Yn
grey abolr anrl Lclos' rvillt rL blirck anrl rvltile Iratch on fitr'e tnd
through the p1'g. Thc tai) al,peitls long for a l)itrlri.l!.r' in flight-
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I have seen thenl fl\' rtut in flocks from trees artti gltoutld cover

on the heights to glide down the vallel and st'ttle on rocks.

Willianson considers that thel- are l)rone to run rrLther than flv
compared with Chukar in Cyttrus. The noisl- call 'tok-tok-tok-tok-
tok' can be heard long before the birds ar.e -seen eslleciallf itt
sundown. They also ernit a 'pees'chu' call.

We have no information on theil food irr 'llirt1. It ttlighl prtrle
the ke]' to their distribution.

18. BL,\CIi PAItTI:tl Dl-i I'l or l'R.\\(IOLI\. el, - vA

Frantolinus francolinus.
(probably arabistanicus Sarudny and Harms in C. & S

|rancolinus (L) in North).

G & S. ?6 t t:colrls.

It lemairrs rltrite flequent \\'ithin easl rear:h trf Bagltdarl, arttl
haunts canrel-thot'n scrub, tgiudett-.', antl tir,1,-r as I'ell as tivct-
ain jungle. I)uring lhe breeding season tht, males lrerch on u ridge
ol bank and let out theil clirtion call (rt,luesented b1' the \{orse
sigrrs for T-C-A. i.e. -/ -.-- i.-) This is done mtrinll- in the
rnorning aDd thr) evening and onll' occasionallv at trti(l-da) until
June. Nlaclirren nottd thitt the.r wele crrllirtg bv rrirl-\Ia|ch in
\Iosul. In displav, the male fluI1s up his fcathers, trails his rvings
irnd lushes at the iernale, rvho is describetl rrs negligentll'avoidin6J
hirn (PNC). Young bilds on the u'ing were seerl rrear Hai b1' 20
\Ia1'. 1'heY iue not so corrrmon betrveerr Kut anrl Sheikh Sa irri, but
ale nunlerous in the vicinitv ol Husseinil'rrh.

North. l2 records.

In the vicinitl. of Mosul they are atcorriiug to \Villiarnsou,
cornnon in scrub on river banks. islanris ilnd in bu-rhes neal culti
vation, but numbels are never as large as in the South. The1. suf-
iered gleatlv in the abnolmal floods of l'ebr.uar1' 1941, Nhen in
sorrre aleas it is estirnated thilt a gtl",l leduction ol population
occurl'e(i. North of llosui I saw thent on the Gomel Su and Hazir.
rirel junction, and ctime on trvo pair.s bleeding rrear the Dohuk
stream. \Yillianson records a hiLlf grorvrr hen ltird on ?3 Julr.
-11, and an old cock killed on 5 \oycnber. -ijr $.ith ericeptionalll
long and sharlt spurs of 8 ntm. length. I'.ecor.ds of distlibution
in the north are desired.
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i9. (.)Lr_\IL.

('tit i r Ii.t t. tt)lttrnil lL.

O & S. 17 r'ecolrls.

.JJr- - vl

B
910 LI

K
No genllirl iziL tiol: r.an l)e lrrade frorn the fr.esh data as to

-itiltus. In lltrghrlitd rxld lrirtls \\'(,r'e llot rvith iu u'intcr. rnonths,
while iIl tl)r, Iiut-Hai arcit tht,r- \'elc ft,erluerrl in gleen corn rrr
ihe lattrl htlf ol :\plil arrd irr NIar'. Local farlrt,rs described theil
nesting therr'. PNC |ccortled thenr ll'om Shahr.aban (2 Septembu,
4ir anrl I sas- thelr at I)irvanilah on 9ih Ottober,, the dirte on
rvhich fir'st lecords florn other. irleas rvcr.e noted. No ertensile
slit inr rnisnrlioir \yas -ieeti at Ilaghdad but one Ilrrv irrto iL berlrcxrnr
\\'in(lo\\' on )Ia.r' 13tlr /l)NC\. Sontt, notes on t lemale ol)tainr(l
arr in ihr: tlrpenrlir.

North. lI records

'fhr etrlliest |eco|rl rYas of onc at Penj$'irr 0rr 13 Septcmbrr
i?. Ther' r\,ele ejl)cciall]'fretluent in the \,[osul areir in November,
frorn rr'hich nrtlrth half the lecolcls come, being lound in the
s\rilnrp anil rcnrlr s'helc thc rivrls emelged on to the plateaux
Irorrr tlrrr rtrountains. llturlalrn rrnralks that ir fair number win-
tererl in the lir.el rrlail. bnt giles no dtrtes. I sal' ncine bctwecn
the enrl of Nol.,rrrliul rrrrrl Ft,bruirrl'. In the spr'lng migration as

\Yilliaruson -rals tht,l ille l)role nulnelous! anr-l all birds met
rvith thcn rvele in lririi's.

80. sNowcouli. CJ:rl Cr)i . ,SiA - A.

Telruogdl^.rp.

\\ie never u?r'e able l.o visit the haunts ol this bird, though we
often heard of it froru the Kulds irnd Assl'rians rr'ho call it
KOUDEIII. It is founrl in llastern l(urdistan in tlie high rtountains
above I)ianiL r(l ncitr I'.a}iLt neat the l'L'l'sian i|ontier'. \Iajor
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Ddrnonds sarv one shot on Algird Ilagh at 1t,000 ft. on 18 Scptem'
ber:ll, and obtained l)hotos and measurements. Captain Vernon-
Jones rvrites in I)NC: "I sarv a covey soDle\\:herr' abovr lla-vat. In
sumrner they' are onl.r' lounrl in the highost hills and iire ver)'
s-ild. Thcl appcal ab(rut threr tirrtes the .ize of Chuk()r, and
havc a distrinctive cirll. Thel fro(luenl nruclr tht, sarre rockl
glound as do Il[x".
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Order RAl.LlF0RMES

Family BAtEARICIDAE

81. C(l \t \1( ) \ cn.\\t.l
)[egulrtrni : gru.'',1,'.

G & S, 1.i lecold,s.
riKli ri K l( ti K

l?3.ii-r6i8910il12
BI]

-\ corrrrron uirrtcl utiglitnl otr tlre trrurgirr of lhr Surveicha
lake irt Kut, lrut yel'\, fe\\: \\:ere seen in lgii aftt'r the dr'1,ing of
lhe Surveiclra. :l(l) \rel.e stilI left flotn the huFe trTitr.ch flocks orr
(j ,\l)ril 1i, and none were seeIl tbt'r'r on l0 -\l)lil. The first to
tetuln tt'cle on lir Jull'.13, but these nral.have been passage mig-
Iattts as ooLrc \yAS seen duling .\ugust or Seltternber visit-,t. ,\ few
I)asse(l througll iri ()ctolter' (1i October' .1:ll. 1fi{l \rtle lrresent on
!5 Noverrrber, anrl florl then ons.itlds thel'x'ele coDtlron. assooiat-
irrg rYith a ft'n. StoIks l('i.can.iu ciconit\. -some Eglets (E|retto Sp,)
antl latge flricks of Gle.1 l,ag Geese (-{ir''r'r aa,rrr). Notes on their'
llight difft:i'slightll flonr the ltabits desclibetl in Handbook. The
i()gs arr(l rreck \-ele rr\telrded slightl.y cltu.n, and a sketch rlade
irt the tirue crtlrhasizes thi.s. In theii flights around the lake, there
rvas a good rleirl ol glirlilg. -\lthough glegalious, the flocks are
Ioosell' knit. I,'or rrunrl-rle ou the gl'oun(l thel- face all di{lerent
\\:al's. \\'her) dirngel alrlrroachr:s, thev l.tostll' look up, bqt if one
scctiort tirkrs off, the irulrulst'clues no[ go lighl through the flock
irrrrreiliait l_v. Thel'ttke off gratluallv until orrc is vcrl'close, rvhen
tlre lrain l)oil.\' geis u1r rvith ir clalnoul'. ln the autum[ 0f 1945

ther, $'t'r'e fir'sl -,rr,t'n on !1{ Selrternlx,r' \\.hen 1: lleN ovel lirnrn
-\l llinni near Husseirif irh high ul), goilg S.\V.: and in Nrrvember
of that real onl) odd birds or srlall lalties l,ele seen. ['NC
lepolts 6 iLt Harvijah orr lr -\lrI'il 4i-r. Iloss'el1 counted 120 feeding
in floorletl piough neal Ilrrrlubah (a3 trIaICh .\br. \Ve clid not
distinguished an"v Denroiselle Ctate (, -lttt hroy.tides drgo) lhoLrgh
on the lor)k Out for them.

North. li l'ecolds.
1:3 ii,

\\I \\I W
6?8910

\\' \Y
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\\'hen Ilo-sr!tlI arrti I $'eIr sialirrg at Se|atnrdiit (aL1]l), IlliSIit-
ti()n \\'ts obsclvt'rl. On 1 Sel)telnber 11 irl the cvenirg at I8'i;') itnd
?l):10 11r'i. i\\'o liuge flocks of c:ltx) and c15(r fle\r ovet the cartllr.
tallilrg, and silhouetted agailst tlte olanSe nloon. With them \\'ert
chin'upping snalI hir(]-i also on migration. It rvas a memorable
sight and sound. Thel' rvent due south having crossed our col of
{i100 ft. flr'ing lierhrrlis another lom ft. up.

Thr fr.rllos'ing t,vening al 191i) hls. rnole carne over in a \-
folnratitrn. agairt ur:r'ottilritrtierl lrl suull bird:. Tht' legentl tltat
the srnall bilds get li(lL,s on therl lrersists hete amons the -\ss)-
rians. Orr thr: ith Selrtenibel Cll){l cill]le o|eI at 06:](l hrs. clossitr;.r
the peirks in ir southrrarrl tlilectiott. l'ar.ties of il(l were seen at
{Juwirir or) thc ZtrL '?i Octoller'1{.r. ancl irt -\ovettrbel, :0 and 54
l,cle stiling lrunrl ihc (iornel Srt lrlain south of -\(llah, and llt)
flying -.teadil.v south at i)930 hrs. nt:rrl Dohuk (1? Novembeli.
Flom l)ecenther'-llarr:h it rvirs ofterr secr) in sulall rrul[bels near
Gomel Su, Ii. Khosar. Somel, I)ohuk, -\in Sifini, -\rpah and Iltbil.
Maclaren 

"vliting 
ol tgi:] savs: "tr ferv rvintererl near' \{osul. Thel'

fcd in lrar'1ies (,1 :J-i iun()lg the gtassl- hills, tntl after rlark cirrne
to roost real lhr lirer'lrerrelth oul c nrlr. 'Ihe) left lrt'folt: flr'st
light. Irr acldilior Ilrx:ks of vallirg sizt: \'r,r'e rnoyinS southwirrds
lrs latt,as 1ltr, t,rrtl ol \or-ttrber, tt d nrrrttru-artls agaitr after Illst
\Iarch .

Ilarcil ?lst l91ir, \'as the rlirte itlso orr $'lrich I s;t1\. nolthbounrl
migrattts |ttssittg ott,r' llosul citl' at c?Otl ft. One flock ()f:0 an(l
anotht'r'of il) l)irssc(l ovet at 11130 hrs. !I)- last record for the ateir
\\,as ?a) Ilarch. -\on0 \\-ere seen in the Penjs,in Vallev migration
routt. -\gairl llo l)crnoist,lh Crane (-{. tirgot *'ere distinguished.

Family RAtLlDAt

r3l. w.\1'Eli 1t.\tL J&- . ,Ur &, - 
^y

Ralltts aquaticus lL).

llecorded five time-s. At Baghdad Wallis sau- one on the Bund
Pools at Sheikh Omar in June 44. Williamson records it fronr
Khanisivah in the Baslah vilayet on 14 December 45.

In the North, \laciaterr sarv a fe\\. on the Penjrvin stream iD
the autumn of 19/13, and I lrvicc sarv one on the Gornel Sn NE of
flosul 0n 5 arr(l ?3 Novenrber' 41r.
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83. SI)0'l'TUD CI t.-\lili.

Itor;tt trrt porzatta (L t.

Williamson shot one when out rvith Bosrvell orr 24 }lafch 42,
in rvhat rvas knoln as the l)ig gatderr, on the Kut r.oacl about
I nriles belond the Sahran Pak turning.

This Liilri rvas skuiking uudel rose bushes ltv iro ir.r.igation
riitch, flom l.hele ii rvas flushed rvith difficultr'.

84. LITTLE CtlAKll. .9,,. z', - ^t
Porzana parua (Scopoli).

Twice recorded. A live immature bird brought in to me at
Kut on ll September 45, and it rvas kept as pet in the meat safe.
It fed on rice and water. A full description wilt be found in the
appendix. Maclaren had a good view of one by the stream st
l)enjwin in E. Kurdistan on 6 September 43. He also saw enother
Crake on 2 May 43 at Hindiyah vhich might have been P.
porzanl.

85. CORN-CRAKE. rJt brt - 
^o

Cret cret lL).

Five records. 4 met with between 18-21 May 43 in Sreen corn
near IIai, one in liquorice at Kut on I September 45, and PNC
reports a dead male at Basrah on t8 May d5.

3(i. \to0lltIliN.
(]ttll itt ttlt rlthtrolu.; il,i.

C & S. ltt recot'rls.
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lL iryrpears to be local artd ttot eontnron, itt tny t'ate iu Contral
Iuri1. ,\t Ilaghdad up to 6 rvet c secn ttn tht: BuItd Pools at Sheil<h

Ornal chieflf in s'intel nlonths. lt Kut, it rvas seen on a lake
East 0f Hai un ?i trTir.v 13, anil a miSrilnt \fils catrght in the
garden of a club at Kut on 2:l November. \\rilljamson saw onc at
tihamisiyah near Basl'ah in Dccember.
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North. :l rec()rds.

\lar:lirrt'n satt' sevtritl. inciuding itttttiattttts ou the siteattl at

Pen.irvin in.\uturllr 4:t, eight tele set'tt iit llski Keluk on the Zalr

on ?g Decemltt'r' 1,1 ttntl orte on the Gortrtl Su in its ul)l)er reaches

(a No\crnl)er' .14. l'erhal)s thL'v ate shr-er thitlt irt Etltolre, l[tt
ther- x'ere ct,r'tirinll not con-spicttons in thr afeiis I coveretl.

8;. I'{ lil,l,l,l (i.\l,Ll\t l,l.. ,/ jL'J - ^v
I)t)r ttlt t/t io Tt,.tlilr, pltrtltr'.

G&S.
I lltr.lre,l otre ironr th,, Su\\'eitllit lirke l(,trl: on 1{i Jtrtle.ili.

antl it i. l,ossil)lr tltel r!r'rr'lrtteriitts tht't','. The\' irre nrLr|e tll)i(ill
of tltt Sotttltettt ittcus.

88. COoT.

Frrlirt tl rr L

;i-^^

t}BB
itii891(,tlll
KtiKTiKKIi

Irr 13irghrlrLd arrrr /inlltrding Deltir"vah lKlralisl. Yusufi1'ah.
BiLiluba, Shrtt.\l-(iassr thtl \\-cle rlrrrst .ornrn()n frotr] \lor-i,utbt,r'-
Jarual'\'. thinning out iu licbluarr- irrrd last recolded on the Buntl
Pr.rols irt Sheikh OrraI r,n::il .\pril. \yhcn Lr[r lrair rvas pelha1,.
stirl'ing to blet,cl. ,-rlJ tlrre ctttrterl bl tr\C on 30 l{oyelnber 45.
'lhe lrilds Il1-ai'ourrd iL lot, irndgct shot for Lluck b"r ine\ltlielrced
guns .just nol' irrrrl tht,n I

At hut thel wr,re onll rret \\'ith irr rturlbers orl the Sl'eat
spill-s such irs thc Srrs'eicha irr Ottobcr and on an inuntlirtion ncar'
Hai, $'here \ve ate Coot's eggs f()r sulll)er, ar)d \\'heIe G|eirt Crested.
Grrbes tl)odict,ps clistatus \-ele pl'esent on 25 \Ia\'43. I crtunterl
l(/r). \\'e harl out camlr near this lake \\,here there were swirl uls
c.rf \1ar llies coleling all out tents, nets and clothe-s. Fl]'ing $'ith
birds homing to loost in the dead flat desert rvere Btrts. \There
rvere thr"v going? 'fhele Nere no 'minara iruins) in sight. On
the Survcicha irr ,Iune tr lrail of Coot rvirs found bret,ding. Crude
riil put on Irools an(l btrckrvrters of the Washash rLt Ilaghdad had
oilcd Lrlr maul Cools irt Decenl)er. Wiiliamson lrlrolts therrr
iroor liharnisi.vah irl I)c(enll)er irrd iD Nolerlber I srLN rlrite a

G & S. :1.'r le( or.ls.
B t] lr Ii
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few on the Shatt-Al-Arab between Basrah-Fao, spart from &
group ol six, all single birds. PNC reports them (b) from Shshra-
ban in September.

North. l0 r ecol.(ls.

,\Iirclillcn sirru a ferv on the l?en.lrviu streitn in aulumn 1943,
irnrl rv| lxrth noted thr,m &s numerous otr L. N{alivan just over the
I)ersian frontier. Odrl pairs $'ere found on rnost of thc rvaters orr
thr'\IrrsLrl lrlain 'Zah, Gomr:l Su, Khosar), itnrl Mirclaren noterl
Iiocks on back\-alt,rs 0f lht' Tiglis in the rvinter of 19rr3. liecor'ds
run fr()nl ir \or-rrnher-1 I l.'t'l) rralr.

Family 0TIDIDAE

u9. CFlt,:.\1' lrLsl_\lll). ,d dJLr - A1

Norlh. i record-".
'l'h(,r'c a|e & Ic\\ re(olds 11ullt Kulriistan. On 18 Septeniber 1942

ir urigrirting lrirlll ol Ii rviLs put u1r in knee-deep liquorice iu the
l'etiis.itt laller'. 1'he Iilst irlfres,sion rl'as of rirst rvhitt u'ingt'd
birrls u'iilr ir hcar'1 fliglrt. Thc\. seitled al)out ?- mile off where their
lrnrg glr,r' n(,eks sho\\.ed above the liquorice. Then thel sat dorvrr
rr-ith onll the h|arls visiblt,. -\s \\-e al)l)r()irched one neck shot ul)
irs guarrtiirn. \\:lren ;r Iittle nearer. ttll the trirds stood. One took
otf arxl therr tht,r'all tixrk wing. 'lheir l)ehirviour u'ns nruch like
tl)irt oI nlirrant gtrst. Tlrel' si,te seen tlte next (lav on open
ground. \otes rrr;rde orr i,lurnaqr,trnrl soft llirrts ale in the rrltpendix.

.\ rraitY oi thr(,i \\'ils ieerling irr lrlough at sunsel on 2'i Octo-
lrcr'41 t Sirlarnivirh nt,rrr \'[osrrl. T]re\'1le\r ulr irnd st,ttled indivi-
dualll' and most consllicuously on top of hillocks. Two were seeD
neal thc R. Khosal lt \lo-rul (,n il() I)ecernl)er' .14. \Villiamson
locords trvo flocks oi l:r alrti :l neiLt Shinnaf olr I Februar)- 45,

iLnrl in IItv.il) tlrtl lrlerl in dorvnltnd N.\\'. of (]itirittitlt. William-
son describes it as lolatir,eh' cornrnr.rn irr rvirrtel irt Mosul trrr irr
normal years, but the rvidt,slrrearl rnilitar'1- carlrl)s thloughout the
aleir irfter' lIaI' l9i1 nrrrle it scari'er': bnt il l'as beglinning to re
establish itself in thr tintel of ii-i:). flaclarrn sa\y none at \{osul.
Its tentirtiv0 status is a l()cirl Icsialel)t on the northern plains,
vith numbcrs intreirsed bl t,intt,r inrnrigralts.
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Oti.\ tctrax o/rrltrrlis llaltett.

.:J- ;*- .JJq, - \'

I riid not nreet it, but Col. \\'..\. l,1on. O ll.l') descl ibed to

rnc a llock of c35-r10 itt \{utlad tteat \Yetilek in Fcbluarl i? and

hud also seen thetn at Qal'a Tepc.'I'helt i: con-ii(lerablc confusiorr
r.nving l,u sportsuen refetring to the Houbittir its the Lesstl'
Ilustald'. But this tloes not t1r1ll1'to the rtlrorc tetr-rtds. flcntion
ntay herc be matle of a bild shol :l l)liles ltotlr .\llu SeI irt \'Iosttl
in nlid Janual.r 1r? l:t}- Brigatlier (lorrie. fhis \Yas ('\tlllrilcd li\'
Williaurson and thouglrt to tle a lentrtlt I"|rticatt l.S47rltlo1tr1r'.r

indico\. Ht desclibes it ils n ltuge and 1er.\' Ioltg ucckerl ,1uail,

rot biggrr than ir Ilrrtrlriirir. It r';rrrtld be inletL'siing if thi: bird's
prcsenct, r'ould hc trtt'tfitnte,i. lt nlal ltt' an acci(llntal s-illtrleler.

91. II0Ir-i].\ll.\ 6ii. Jrl,r - 1\

t'ltlrtrt4tlrtli: tt td ulatt.
lrrrrl)al)l\ ttttr-11rtt,'itii Gtar \' lltrr,lu.'

C&S.8records.
1234567 89 t0 tl 12

KK K
On only two occasions, both in Octoberr, huve I fountl this bild

nulnelous : in the desert W. of Hai (24 October 42) when I saw
some twenty, many of them in pairs, and on the half made desert
road from Bedrah to Aziziyah rvhen 18 wele seen. Generally it
keeps rvell awa-v from desert communications. In Feblualy they
l'ere frequent 20 km. W. ol Llkheidha (Kerbela Liwa) and a des-
cription of a specirnen obtained there by Gubbins, will be found
in the appendix. We have not enough data on thich to establish
their movements, but they have been surprisingly absent from
knou'n localities sorne )'ears e.g. desel't E. of Hai (N4ay 43), Dijeila
desert (November 43), and on the road frorn Baghdad-Nlosul via
Baiji none were seen in May 44. Williamson shot one 3 miles W.
of Lukait near Basrah on December 45.

North. 3 records.

Florn tht, Nurtlt \-r, haYe ft,\' r'tcorrls. Olle NaS seL,n on 16

.\plil i5 rteal Hadlti'u S.\\r. of llosul, rvhere Col. trIeiuertzhagen
sarv tlreru in \overrtbcr (Ibis Ocltr)rel i9?.1, 1rp. 601-6:15). ,\ Shanr-
rnar Sheikh rvith Williamsorr kilk,d orle a fcrv milcs Il. of Tel
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Kotchek. and \\'illiamson cournents that thc.r a1r1;alentll' r'eltlace
the Great llustirld S & W of trlosul, ."vhence it rnoves further to
tlte sortth rvheu tht, rains start. \Iaclaren sarr iL flock of 11 in
rockl' hills rt,.r.s[ ()l \Josrii ir) the \vinter of 19rr3. 'fhev are huntet]
rvitlr SiLlier' ['ulct.,rr iIrrlr'o rherrtrtli b.t-the.\l'abs, antl the follorv-
iug is ir clesrlilrtic,n from PNC builetin of hurrting u.itlr the Shan-
rriLl wr.t of IIajitla. 'fhcle tcre sevcrr flights. In rto case (lid
tlrc RLrstalrl attelrlrt to take oft, bnt larr lountl fanning its tail.
Five u'ere killed, but the other trvo succeded iu spraying the Harr-k
with the glutinrrLrs li,lrrirl lhat ttre\ eject rvith snch gootl effect
that ll,,\i';rr nlral,L.. to r'orrtinne thc attack, or to fl1' ;tt'opet'ly for
nealll n hour aftern'ir|ds. Thr IJustarrl therr flt,rv oft.
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Order CHARADRIIf0RMES

Family CHARADRIIDAE

9!. \V1IITI,I-T,\ILIID PLOVl,l'.. .jjjt .J+r Jr,h.l - lt
Cltellu.'i/t 18x.7/ra'l,ichlt'llsltirr .

C & S. 50 records.
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Ihe.\ al)pt: al to urove arval- f rtrm Ktrt f t'ottt thc rivel irtld liool-s
in the \.intcl. arcl sotnt clue as to their wirlter tluitrtcrs $'as the
discoyer) of a flotrk of 50 irl the rlried outlet nrargin of the Snrveichit
Iake near Fellahil'ah on 15 October i3, \\hich cortsisterl of islands
of dried leed 1ratchcs Nith a plrtert las'tr of somr haloyrhlle. 'fhe
onll othrr illlal,itants of tlti. slrarge hrrbital lere a ft'rv Slleakerl
\Vren \\'alblels lPrirtit grntili: . Itt contlast io tht Ile(l-\\'ilttlc(l
l'loyer (l,obittttt'lltts inlitu: s'hich irr uuturtrn is rilelirut. ther-
iLre esseltiirllv Iacrrstrint,. Orrtsitle tht brecdirrg season thef itplieitr'
lcr'1 tanre, anrl rluiet. and tlo nrrt get u1r as eusily as othel rvarlers.
Tht,1' har-t' an uplight stanc(,. irn(l birds rvith snrokr- bltasts irnd
hright lrllorr' ltgs we|e seer l)l':6 l'ebrua|v. \laclartr uoterl at
Ilindi!ah thal the] rvere pailed. thriugh stiJI in Ioose flock-s, at
lhe enrl of .\lrril; and that tht'flocks rvt:re joincd irgain in August.
'l'he1'rrest at llaghrlail alound the IlLrld Pools at Shriklr omirr', the
rnal." -rtands rreal the sittirg ferrrale irnrl l'ill rluel in the ail rr.ith
othel mirles su'celring and s\\'oopinF s'ith tlte al)andon rrf a Lalr-
rvirrg iI'aae1lrrs trntlltt:'.. 'fhLl- also cha.r rli Iloorleri Clol's
'for7'us corone). Thel ale noisl- at the bt'eeding sites haling a call

ltilt)til (\ . -\t Kut ther- become rluite suddeul.\ ]lumerous irr theil
Irleecling hauuts al the end of -\1rril. In tht, desert E. of Hai the
lireeding lririr': $'ere note.l to llcst rreal iL .olitarl- sanclr- hillock
ot 'tel'. l)r-C recolrl-< I rtests al Raghdrrrl .n !q \l'tr- 1lr. eaclr s-ith
4 eggs, on saltl' ground rvith rushes. The nesis rvere linerl rvith
rlricd rushes.Boss-ell notetl rrnr' dislrlaving on 4 \Ia1- {7 lvhen it
lorverr.d its head and sproad out the rvings. In rvinter they are
lonulon at Rashdad on the \Ytshash drain, and out tt Deltarvah

BI]B
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(Khalis). I recold them in corupany with ltcd-Wattled Plover (/,.
irttlicu,) and with Sociable I)lover. (('Letlu.\it rlregtriat, but thev
,lo not fly off with them. A descr.iption of one obtained at liut at a
'beida' on 16 November 45 is to be found in the tppendix.

North,

Not nlet \\'ith in Iiu|distirI, brrt one October rc|or.d of ? pairs
irt Qus'irir on ihe Glt'at Zab (27 October lr5), on the santc r.iret
at Shirrrrirf i9 [ebluar)' 45. \\:illiarrrsonr, arrd a single ]rird al
\'[osLtl rrn 21a ]\'larch 1r3 (\,laclirlen . \\rillianrson r.rrnar'lis Ihat irr
,,lhei'.,c;rls it i: seetr inft'erluenth- rlscrvh,,r't, in lll(, \losul at'ea.

1,3. soCl.\BL],t I'LOVt,lR.

t- h, utt,; 4r"qorir Ptll,r.

\\re havL: four lecorcls from Rirghcla,l ftout I1-l: l,'rllualr lr? anrl
one frr-rnr Hu-sseini"vah near Kut rn 16 ),ior'enrber /ri. l,'iIst exirmined
jn a flock of cl-> in r''inter plunage irr l.rlough anrl fields ne ar thc
livcl at Kalriuiirt \Tiliiun, Baghdad. The clrrvn rif one of thesc
t'as of a chestnul brorvn coJour, tht rvinter plumage. A solitarv
specimeu met in the (losert at Aqar (.)ul a few da.ys later had the
Iueast rrole glcr'. Trvo very nnsociable specimens rvere rvatched in
the sar))e fields irt Kalladat IIilianr. The upr"ighl stance is verv
noticeable and the cap (black in this casel contlitsting with the
rvhite 'trlrsure' gives the implessior.r of a lllate on its head. In flight
lhc rvings anlrcirr bla(k and \vhite. the tail hirs a black band. The
Icss rvt,re darli in mlsl, but glev irr one. and thc bill appeared
rliuk anrl nll'r'o\v. r\ls() scr,rr iii, rri Hib IIib nclt' Dcltarvah
/Khalisl. Thesc small isolated |lltits alc nidenth' not thc ntain
Iloclis rir.sci'iberl bl llilehulsI et al. /t9P?\.

94. SP[IR-WINGED PLOVER. .iuj - li
H oploptenrs .spinosus (L) .

Seven records. At Baghdad on 14 February 42, there were
three on the banks of a creek with Red-Wattled Plover (Lobioancl-
hts indicus)- They w'ere shy. T$io at Diwaniyah on I October 42;

one near a roadside ditch at Aziziyah on 20 September 43; and
tu'o in the north on the Kirkuk-Erbil road 22 September 44. On

these slender data it s'ould appear to be a local winter visitor in
small numbefs. Since a description of the species may not be

l eadily available to bird-watchers in 'Iraq, We will Sive our
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itttlur':-rort of the Lrilil. ,\ g)('\ Ilr(r\Yrt llilrl It,rt Llltlijie il li''(l-
\\-atilr,,l l'lort'r' Loltirtrrlltr, itrlittt' . )rut \\'ith thP llreast arl'l
rlrrl,,rlrl lrlalli. ir bltrck l)urr,l ()i) thP tail. irttrl a 11,)ti('eablc cte'1

ltor-rr thc bliLr'k ctos'tt hrLrrgirtg likt a cal) ,r\'r'r' the llcck. Ltg:
lilacli iLrLrl ltt'it,l ,larli. -\litilat't'tt sii\\' l\11 at Flirlrlilrrll otl ?? '\lrril
]t3; aurl lirsut,lli)ne iri l'elllljirl) ott ir \lit1' Jri rtttrl -sir ilt SiLlilchiyill!
iBaghrlirrl r)ll ll llar('h 1lJ.

9ir. Lr0 -\l\l( )\ L.\P\\'I\(i.

lt at rl ltt.s t:ltnellus (.L).

.rrti ,gU!, - 15

G & S. ll recortis.
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Dates an(l estintate t.rf stirtus do not clilitr ft'ottt Ticehur.t

(1922). Records run lrom 20 November-26 February in Baghdatl
trrra, tu't,ntl lrt,ing the Ialgest rrurttbel seen together'. It tppears
to avoid the lirrt rrreiL. Theie wtre a ferv callirrg at firrrrrr,\l l]iurri
near I(ui or lrr -\oyelnl)er 1ri, irn(l two in thr ox-borv bend of tht,
Tigris irlrovt, Suu'eila irt Decrtttlier. F-urthet south tlos'n the Tigtis
10 were seen nesr Ali Gharbi (7 November) ilnd it was quile
frcquent or thl rlr.l(ll' ))irn'li: of the Buteila canaI at -\nrrlir irr

November.

Norlh, 16 records,

ww\\, w w w
t:3 ii6i 1t910 11 l?
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It is ir rrrolc flerqnent l'irrter'\'isitol'to the trolth, being rvide-
slrlead on thr \losul plain in snrall numbers, lnore so rs \Yilliatrr-
son poirtts r.rut, than the ltetl-Wattled Plover' (/,. /zrlrzrsl. Dates
from flosul lLrn from 31st October'-7 Malch. Small flocks occurred
on the rolling lrlain south of Dohuk in November, Maclaren lound
small flocks bl the Tiglis irr \Yinter 1943 including one ol c:0()
birds, and in.liLnuarl'and l'ebluar']' flocks (-:0) rvere common iri
the area \\'est ,rf \Iosul torvirrds Tei -\far. arrd Siniar'. It is most
usual, of coLrrse, neal stlerLnr-r. ln the Penju'in vallef in East
I{urdistrLn it rvas seer betu'r:err 5-15th Selttember 4?, one flock of
1r0 corrsistirrg solely of immature birds.
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!^.-i. 3ULj - 11Id. n llD-\\',\'1 1't,t.:D I't.oVuli.
Lobit,onellus ind icus G.1,,. Gan,.

I

I

c&s.
t}I]B
It) ll 1:

l'1ltle is lilllr l() sir\ tl)r)ut its di.ir.illriion il ilr(, (ler,trc ill(l
Souti). It is tttosl corrlrrorr (,n the llo(lls arounrl Baghdird in,)anuar.\'
ir)d is llequet)t in sutll IaIties,5-10 ()r] lr1ough, ollerl 0rr Iiclges
,rf ittiguterl fielrls, rvhele it occul)ies tlrr rricht' of lhr Lalru.irrg
'l'rttllutt of l!ulo1re. Despitc the lrlack arrl rlhite irr the I,lurnage
the dislulttive patteln r)lirkc-s these bir.rls har.rl 1o pick orri on dried
rlru(l ir1 ;l0t) .virr.tls. \\Ihen a f,Ial'sh IIaIr'irr /Cirr.rs utrulli?iosu.t)
llel'olel tlre Ilun(l Pools rrt Sht,ikl.r Onrar', liaghdad 118 -\ugust)
iill thr,\\'irders and terus took off, but il llair of lltest plover. chased
rtnd iillackerl it. Sorr.te birds lernain lrossil)ll irailed, although in
lrrose floL'lis. Of l flock of 10 rrear llirllhdarl rtn 1 Novernbet', rrost
tleu. irs'ar'. but ore pail reinirirred. irIrlralt,ntll' fetrless, arrd only
llel sholt dista es, rvith short clilllle(l stlokcs, occasionall)'
.iipl)irrg su(ldllrly rlorvr.t iirrd tulnirrg ulrsirle rlrrvrr l.ith ir shar'1t
iu'ist. Tlris l)ohi!\,i()ur is lrroltalrll tcrritrrrial. N{acliu'cu thought
that bii'ds hr, sirw rreru' \'Iosul in \\'inlcr, tright be still paircd
tllouglr irr lloclis. Thc ('all: ( olsi,{t of a stirccirto rr'lii,.tlc lilie a fTooi.
ittti ,(;ulliiltlt (ltlt)rt)pl.t, a[d t]re rlrrll kror'tr rlid-you-do'it'
,'all rt'sponsib)r, lol its lropulal nirnc. []rce(ling lllaces include neal'
ihe []lin(l I),:rols at Shcihh Orlar', Bagh(la(I, in flelds arounrl thc
i'ipr Gtlrlerr r)ear l)ilirlah I}'idge. Nrsts r-ci'c louncl at Ilaghdad
ol1 L6 \l;rr,: cggs (l)NCi, tI) trlay \itlr i eBBS, il'NCr iutd l! -\pr.il
\ritll :l rggs rrt,iu -\gal Quf in a smiril lrt'ilort unlintxl rlrrrl firi' fi'oni
.rnoullr lPNCr. \Iaclirreu rrolt,s isolalerl l)ails neti Hintlil'ah in
the ch ier slxrts l)\. lhe liver', but also orr the lrlain sotno rttiles ttrvay.
\irslrel trttrlics a similat olrselvirtitru ai'()ut thetn irt Qirilirrah in
llle ]losuL iurra, tllouglr llrc lirclis distant flr)rtl the rivel still
contairreil \\-rtr,f: all(l hL, :a\\' t1r)rl(' aftt't'.lutte. .\t liut ii is lt'ss
,rfterr:eerr t,-rt cIt irr iltt'rtuiuttrtt s'irert rr l,,t ol lrii,ls tlirv be seetl

1rl1 lh. ]lru(l lranlis rIrl oll :]tr,ll. irr thr RiItt 'l'igri. ulrstreitln rtf
liui. l'artics of up to 30, ilrclucling ituttrattire llilds rvith tlicit'
rvhite foreheads, may be seen in late August and Selrtembet', at
l-hich soasott thc Lit'rl itltlrear'; to lle e..trttiiLlh lil-cl'ilin

B"v this tinrc rrf tht' I eat t,utll-irrg flood spil)-: hale lalgel.r'
,lliccl ul-r, irntl Lilds of r)ecessit.\ Eilalitaila torvalds tlte titeL mtLl'

il9 t ecoi ds.
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gins. Of outlling recotds trtar Lre rnt'ntionetl a lrtir lrleeciing bet-

weon Beclreh-Zorbatil'ah tnd 3 seen at Ziliab on the Persian

flontit'r' or 8.{pt'il 44.

North. la recor(ls.

\\'\\'\\' \\' \v \\' \\'
l a:t iiti;lJ9l{r 11 ta

Irr Kuldistirn tht'irirrl rloes ttot l)L'netlate iuto the hill counttl
nt-t11 1'1ln-sgrlurnlll u'ils ntlt st'eIt irt the Penjrvirt vallev. Ott tht
Mosul side it is Inct rvith on t'ive|s antl stt'eattls ou the Mosul

lrlain u1,to ttre foothills in smitll nuntltct's. 'l'hcre ate tecords front
the ilarliLrl, (iomcl, lihosar stle;tnr-q. flont {he Greitt Zab at Eski
Keiek and near llurvair. irt .\lturr Iiupli /PNC), and from the
'l'itjlis irt \'[osul, s.hele -\lircliu'en met snttll flocks itt th(' $'inter
19i3. lrlll irl I llli\alirlr Vust,pr

97. RINGED l,LOVItIi. or.. .,rij - 1v

C futrodrlut hialitttla (Lt .

Thc records suggest that it is a passage migrant to Central
'Iraq. It rvos twice recorded from the Baghdad bund pools at
Sheikh Ornar' (?5 August and 22 September 42). At Kut, one on
the Tiglis neal Aziziyah (8 September 43) and on the Suweichit
marsh (2? Sel)tember 43), rvith two records for the spring mig-
raiion (7th and 10th April 44). PNC record it from near Fellujah
(15 Ma1' 45), anrl llaclaren found it occurred wilh Ch. dubius.

I identified one (4 Set)tember) and later 6 (t5 September 4?)
on thc river at Penjwin. This was somewhat surprising as I did
not see CD. dubilts lhere which I rvas exltecting. Maclaren ho*'-
cver did (q.v.).

98. LITTLI' RINGI'D PLOVER

t' hrnulriu.< dzrlias Scopoli.

O & S, 35 records.

jir jr{ li'}j - 1^
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Noted as al)undant aI B g]rdad olr ?8 Jull':r] on the Ilund Pools

rtt Shcikh Omar *'itlr les'irbuut l:n-?7 Selttt'rnber,. Its nrrnrbet.s at.c
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some\\hat variable &nd our rotes do rot contl'ibute an]'thint to
what Ticehurst has alreadv rvritten on its distribution. Culiousll'
rone ryele recorded J.om Baghdad ol Kut in Nor.ernber and onll'
otld bilds in Deernrber'. Like other -species of r-ader, lirrEJe numbers
no doubt congregate further south in more suitabie rvinter feeding
grounds. c60 \1-ele -seen on the Surveichtr lake at Kut in October'.
1'rvo lririrs \yere on tile rvatercourse at Tel Ziliab on the fronlier
of the I'usht-i-Ku (8 Alrril)- Recorded from Dirvanil'ah (October),
Strutallah (\,Ia1.,, arrrl at Hindi)-ah, N{aclaren found it rnot'e fle-
quent on the autnrrn than orr the spring rniglirtion.

North. 9 r'ecords.
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In \Iosul lir.va it appears to be a summer visitor. Nlaclaren

iouod it fre(luer)t trt \Io-sul after {1 l\'larch 43. I sau' it at Hadhra
(16th.-\ptil1 and at Blrzan (25th April 1r5), rvhile Vosper {ound
its nurrbers constant on the Tigris at Qaiyal'ah during Nltay and
Juue. a[tl torvaltls thc end of Juiy once sa$r it trear Rowanduz.
On (jtir tnd gth Ual I fourrd it on the R. Iihilbul' at Zakho. In
.\ugu.lt Nlaclaren sarv 3 at l'enj$'in in 1943, but I saw none in 1942,

though irl Aug[st lgi;, it rvas frequent nea]' Choarta on a stream
(??50 ft.l. It rvts uot se.n on the Great Zab in the Arnadia district
in auturrtrr.

99. I TNTISH rrLOYllti.
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G & S. :14 recotcls.
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NIl recorr:ls frorn Baghdad indicate onll the frequency ol its

appearances at the Buncl Pools at Sheikh Ontar. It u'as only fre-
quent in Januar-v and .\ugust and definitell' absent in Novemher
and February.

In the Kut area it was not seen from November-llarch at all
and was most frequent on shoals in the Tigris netrr Suweira on

It September 43 ancl again in Alrlil t-hen flocks of up to 40 were

met *'ith on flootl pools tnd ltround the Sulvcicha. Sumnet' r'ecotds
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;tre up to 17 \la]' neal tlti, Irt -\plil the sinqlc chili' (itll \Yas

heard and a I'attle like that of a Ciri Bu)tinc tDtttberi;r tirlus,.
Often seen on or b]- the l oa(lside, ore stluck b]' a Jce1, \\-as brought
to me and lived in m1' bathloom at l{ut until l'ecovered.

Boss.'ell found chicks in dol'n at lihan Nurlta near" Baghdad
on 9 \'Iay 47.

\{aclaren notes it rvas ver'1'abunrlant and plosunablv blerrlirg
iu \Iay - .Iune neal Shrrail-rah arrd IIitDtlttar' [,rrkr. He sa\- t\rL)
'dive-bornb' t Fo\ driling it oll thcii terlitor'.r'. -\t Hindir ah he
iound it not ver)- colnrlon, on salt l)irns antl l;e-cide lnarshes.
Ilitds rvet'e pailed b1'thc end ol AIlil, freiluent tiuring Junc and
.lrrlr-. aud fiturins ul) flocks Lti' the cnd of Jult . In \or ember it
rvas founcl 1o he ver'1' al)undant on the mud banks of thc Iihor
\lrrlullah neirt ffao. These mud-banks are inhabited b1'huge num-
b{,r-r of l,ludskil)pei' Fish and fulthel out bv Iarge nunbels of a
kirrci of Fidrllur Cral) r'l Dunlin r/'a11z1ri.r a12iaa, ald Illrrad
lriJJcLl Santllrilret iLirtitolrt lllLittelltt:1 r'ele irlinrclant in both
the-se zone-q. On the inncl mar'gin of the Ilrrrlsliilrlter. zonc rvere
Kcnti-sh l)lovt'r' lChurtdrius tlettrtulrittus\, and Large Sand Plover
('hurudritt: lt,:thenaultii\ and a sinsle Telek Sandpiper (Ienus

,irrcrrql. Sirrrie|litg (( t.)cptlLi( albxt it]d Gl.ev I)l.rel' lChrtradriu.;
tqtntnr/)lt I Ne) e notably al)sent.

North.
It \\-as orrlr-rDet rvith or) the Ill,,urlliri str.rirrrrs ol Iiut.rli.t n

irl l)enis'in on:8 -{ugust and 15 Saptel)tlle}. torre, illd rtl the (lleat
Zab rrt liiri lrr'l orid Serirrrradia ur 2l -\ugu-ct ,i3 and 31 .\usust /r4
iu contlran-r' rvith Common Sandltilr'r. lTringr lt4poleuco:".

10{1. L-\RG] SA\D PLOYDR. {i, J.r .irrj , lrrrrj _ \ . .

C harad.riu: leschenaull[i Lesiol.
On; Decelnber'4t outside Baghrlirtl in the rle-.ert netrr Salman

l)ak, Bos\yell and I sa\\- a gr.oup of 1r)over.s r.nlrring in the -candttich s-e chased in the car, but rli(l not -ree ltrtr rvell. :\ 1tai,t1.of the satne lon€i-leggcd l)lovers, ,)i .lenilei. Litild, runnilg fast
over the desert s,ere rlt.t near l{illa}r on ?0 X,Ialclt ,r?. A sl)(,cilxeu
irr t'inter' (ll0ss \\.as oLrtitined but urrlrirlrnih- ltr)t irteser,\.rr(I, slnce
it-r identitt lcrrririn-. irt rlrultt. Ils lr,ii>ut,rlltiris rv,:r,e \\'irg 1ii
rnn, talsus.i0 tltm. a (l bill lcnhlr,rL tr,, base of feitthor.s l0 i lrr.
-\nrong cletails of the plurnage rnay be mentioned that the axil_
laties rver.e definitel""- rvhite and not gle1.. that the outer tail fea_

I
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tlrels rveie tluirrir'1,alc litou'ir rtnrl uorrovel'the shitft of tlte outel
trtil feathrrs \v{s luu(, white whiie those oi other.tait feather.s
wrLl l)Lln'n. 'l'lrc lrill sizc sctnis srtrall for. 1r: r cI r-,a arrllji tvhose
i'irrtsr, \icLrll in llircls (rf lig\l)t gives as::-!; runr. and I think
Lrrtnt ions it as beirrg longer thirn rnid-toe and cla\t . This $,.as not
so. The rrutei tiril feathers shoultl be mainly tvhite in luhenuultii
itlso. ltr ,riht,r' lr,slrects it corlesponds \\ith lesche.tutullri. .\ccold-
irg to Nicoll the \yhitr shaft to the outer tail feathels cuts oul
u\iltlitut, though tht, Handbook tloes not mention thi: featule. I
sir\\'riil///'zlr Iattr itt liut irrtd consider these bitrls $'ere diffelcnt.

.\t I'lo on the lihor' -\brlullah mud-banks on lt November 45

I sirrv biids s'lrich colresponded rvell \yith 1e.\a,[.rz?l/Iii. ThL,\
rvere lalgel tlran soue Ch. ak'randrinus, had sandy brown back
anrl c|orr'rr. ir lrt,ctoral band, pale blou'n (dark in some), nhich
dirl rrot rneel r-t,rrtlall1 . -\ rrhite folthead consl.ricuous at a dis-
trrrrct. \\'hitr,.'ollai'irr irxiilary r'egion, not I think, nteeting rlolsal
l\'. fhc l1'ss \\'er'. .liIli g11,cn,\ gr'(,\., and it had rL tlaIIi eyt. stlipc
arr,l lrill.

1OI. C.\SPI]\N PLOVETI.

C haradrius asiarica Pallas.

G&S.6recolds.

,r-,ri' (irij _ \.\
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tlr.lr recot Lli collfil nl it as lra-rsagf lniSrarlt irl the Iiut distlict
arrLl ii is rlnite llerqueut at times of Inigration. Trvo of the four'
flocks lt,culdt,rl br- 'l'icehurst (192?r also came lrom this area. On

li Alnil -i3 smtil le-.tless flocks of up to c30 bilds rvere found on
the fallol' lancl bets-eett the Ghalral and the Dijeila. -\t the same
pelirxl srnall parties s'cle seeu on the rving flying low over the
hirld murl pliiil ol llte dt'ird tttatgin of tlle Sulveicha. t"ield notes
iu'e SilL'rr its thr, Hiuidi)Llol( has lrot ittucil details. The flocks fl1
lo\\- and turn togethei. Irr flighl tht'rvings ri1r1't'al long, thin and
rocurved. 'Ihele i-s I,r rvhite visible in night excellt lor light edges

to the $'irg ct^ett.. Orr the gt'olttlil t]rr' Iuftrtt. chestllLlt of thil
bl.east i-q vetl'crnslieuous iin sortlc it rvas gt'e1-r. Thc tlarli botder
to the chestnut l)reast (loes rrot necessalill show in the field. The
thloat anrl e)'ebt'oN alt \Yhite irs is thc folehead. Tht' e1e is dark.
A speciruen iortncl riearl is desclil-rt'd itr the a111rt'trrlix. It rvas last
scen on 0 \lil.r \\'heit srrall an(l irtfterltrertt flotlis u'etr' irr tltt'lliitnk
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mud (lesel't Ilast rrf \Yasit tuius ln iltltul)ll) t;asl)iatl [)lovti rvel'e

rnet \vith on 9? Sel)ternber 13 in the Sras-i deselt of the dried
Surveicha lake (notruallv a htunt of I)tatincolesi. Orlc ir autumn

|iumagc *'as shot (vidc al)f)cndix). B\- th.r 15 October on11-one

rvas seen there. In Septenlber 15 a llilil \rere -seell lc5lr.tiat'lf itt
a beida' (thleshing floor) at Lrnrn AI Binui neat liut. Ftil com-

liarison with the unidentified lrlr-rlet desctilretl tlntler 0,/t. 1t''r:,/tlrr

ntltii both sl)ecirtlerls had ht'rtl'tl shafts lrr tail feathers.

r02. GOLDEN PLOVER. ,rri irij - \.r
Charadrius tlominiuu Mijller.

Golden Plover of some species were heard callinB st night on
migration on 12 March 42 at Baghdad, and three were seen on
the Suweicha marsh near Kut on 15 October 43. These are likely
lo be domininrs lzlo?4. No other records.

r03. DOTTEREL. *r (!rrj - \.r
C haratlitu morinellus L.

Evidently very local in its rvinter haunts. There is but one

lecord of a flock of c20 seen by N{aclaren in grassy hills to the
West of Mosul on 24 Jenuary 43.

IO.1. TI:IlNSTONE.

-lrertaria i- ilterpres {L')

,ur ;+ - \':

Tht,r't, ale tltlee lecord-s, fionr auturtrn llligration. Oue on
llund l)ools at Sheikh Omat', Ilrrghdad flg -{usust jr2l hatl ai't'ived
$-ith a lrassage of s'agtails l)[utucilltt sl].1 irn(l ir Sartderling (Cro-
cetlia olbu), and was gone the nc\t da)'. onr, \ras seen on shoals
in the Tigris ahovc Azizil'ah orr 7 Selrternbel i3, and Bosrvell
iLnd I saN c20 on the Suveicha on :2 Septenlber .13. One of these
rvas obtained and measu|ed \V. 1.10-l nrnr, BilI florn fealheling
to culDren l9-:0 mnl. Tarsus :1 tlrnr. lt htcl onlv tlaces of chestnut
on the outel tail feathels. None \-ele seen he|e on the 15 October'.
'fhe pas-sage of tht'st: rrttline \\irdrl s s()ine .100 lDiles frorn the
Caspian or fl'orn the Pelsiarr Gulf is oI intelest lcf. Sandcrling,
llroadllilled Sandpilrer, Scirrlr iird Shelrlrirke . Thcrc ale no
Iecolds f|orrt the No|th- l\IircltIt,rt -sa\ Sevt,ral (Dr the Harrilritr
l,ake at Rasrah on ?3 \{ay {3.

Ilosrvrll recolds one lrom Fi,llujah rtn 9 \,Ta1' 47.
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105. COIl\{Ot{ SNIPIT.

CarclLa gallinaoo (L).

G & 3. 3l records.
BBB BB B B B
12345678910u12
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There it little to add to rvhat has been published on its distri-

bution. The earliest record was a.t Baghdad on 20 AuSust 42, 8.nd
it vas Iast recorded at Bsghd&d on 25 March 45 (PNC). Maclaren
found it numerous at Hindiyah until mid-.{pril with the last bird
seen on 22nd April 43. It returned on 13 September 43. There are
fewel records from Kut, odd birds lrom September-November 45
and one spring lecord of t0 April 43. At Shahraban it had become
frequent by 23 September 45 (PNC). Localities where it is found at
tsaghdad are the Bund Pools at Sheikh Om&r, the Pig Galden by
Diyala Bridge, S&lachiyeh, on the Washash drain, and it is
abundant at Hib-Hib nesr Deltawah (Khalis). c30 were noted at
Baghdad by PNC on 3l December 45.

North. 16 r'ecords.
L
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II the ]I0sul lirvir it is rvell rIislIilntetl itt strtall trutrtber,s.
Ii was first lecoldcrl flour \Iosul llirilwitl Loco shed on 20 Sep-
ternbt,r' 1r1r iWillitnrson) artrl reteaftot frcrluently through the
u,intcl bet'orning lllol'e llurncr'ous in NIatclt. ()n the Ii. Iihostrr al
\Iosul, 5 welo seen on i) i\'lit-v 4{. }laclill trtr foult'l it spitrsc on

ma|shiel bits of fltxrtl r'fr ttteis ttttLr N4osul in \\'iutet' 1943. At
Penjx'in there itlc odd ler:rtlds ft'ortt Selttt'tnltct.

106. G l -l-.\T SNI l)1,1.

('rr ptll rt ttudtt ll,rttltirttti.
*t Jrl€ - \.-'

Only three recot'ds. Ool. Wallis ilesclibes in a lelter one that
he saw at the Bund Pools, Sheikh Omat rtt Baghdad on 20 April
lr5: and Uaclarert lecotds (nl(] fron Ptnjs'in on the Pelsian border'

neal Mal'ivan on 1 Selttetttber' '/ril. It does llot aplreal to be a com-

mon visitor.

Jrt+: - t.o
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10i. JACIi SNII)E. t- Jrl.' - t.v

Lynnocrltqtte s ninimus (Briinnich).

Two records from the centre: I near Delt&wah (Khalis) on 20

November 41, and one at Bund Pools at Sheikh Onrar, Baghdad

on 2t Au8ust 42. T\vo records from the north; t2 January 45 on

the Gomel Su junction with the Hazir River (Williamson) and
one in deep snou, at }langesh near Dohuk on 3l January 45.

Bosrvell regards this bitd at still common in suitable iocalities
during *-inter. It is usualll- associitted $'ith common snipe Capella

llallinago (L.\ .

I ()8. \\'( )( )D(lo(lli.
,\t ul0l|tt.t r tr: I it rtltr 1..

C & S. :l ret,,i'r1..

llos\'tll sh0t orrr tl Salirchi.r'irlt, lhghtlirrl \\-. in l)('crttlller :l{;.
.\ sinele lri|rl rr-1. r.r,( r)r(le(l fr()m -\lu irirh. llilsll(la(1 orr a;

l)ct.,rrrlrt'r' i.,. l'\tl ir|lri ('lle Nhich stir\'eri for- a 1r1('r]ilr tt tlirl,.
hanirah i]] thr rYirrter il 1'\l-l .lrllr,shot llt I]asrfllr irr I)ecetrlrt'r
.ii;. \\'illiirtrsol

North. 1l r1,r'( r'(ll
\\- \\- \\- \\'

1:3 ir(, ;8911) ll l:
In tht flosul itrea it i. rluite frerluent esl)er ialil-irr rough crrrel

on the baoks oi tht'figli. rLnrl near the upland strealls. Thel- t)rirl
lr." ir,unrl. accor(iing to \\'illiarrsorr, in the hills at first and Iirtrr'
,rl, tht, snorr- senrls them dotvn loler'. Theil numbers var'1- fronr
.rnson lr season. \Iaclalerr sarv them in Decerlbel irurl flalch irt
\ltrsnl in 19iil. \\'illiauison sas- his fir'st of the 1-eal irr 191[t nrrir'
f)nhuk ou 2(t Noverlber, lvhile he and I sarv one in the sane locirlitr
on 1? Noyember'1-1. Thlee \vel'e seer) on the (iomel Su /'13 \ovr,nl-
berr, l1r on the Zab at l,lslii Kelek,:19 Decembet 4.i), and singte
lecorrls fi'om \losul for' 9 Febnrirll ii. irnd fol' !0 \'Iarch .il
(\Yilliarnson).

Col. L1'orr u'rites '['he ar.r'iyal of rvoorlcock irr Kurdisttl
riepend: on the rreather'. \\'hen the first rains kno$.n as "Palla"
t ome it rneans rvoodcock il the vtllrl'-<, The "Palla" is the rraure
given to the lain rvhen ii is errough to lie in tht, furrou's and sprout
lhe u'heat seed. In the higher ltgirrns. this amounts to the ffrst
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snowfall that lies put throughout the winter. Thus *'hen the
Iiirkuk and .\vroman mountains go white, the shooting of
rvoodcock is best in the Alana Su and in the many stleams in
the Halebja valley. If one is then on the spot the rvoodcock are
vely plentiful. I have shot a dozen in a half a mile on the Rishen
stream - because all the migrating hitds coming ovel the hi6h
snos,'1' mountains dropr dorvn in the flrst unflozen spot. After a.

day or so they are less abundant, and have pl'esumablJ" moved on.
With the walm south u'ind thel'r'eturn north in spling. The Kur-
dish uame fol them is IIDIIISHIK-I-SHOWI lhen of the night)
,)n account of theil silence in flight anrl thei| habit of flying at
night".

j :{r. (loll \1tl\ (lt-liLl.j\\'.
\,tt,,,,.,.t ,t. tt tq tt,t ttt l.

C&S.irrtolrls.
Ironr 191?-ir il \';rs irirt irPpalcrrill s (oDl]non ts it rvas

rluring the peliorl unclel levicx'L1-'l'ict,hutst r19?l and 19:61. !'oI'
the cenh'irl irLeir n'c brtlt orrll orto lrcotri rrf: settlt on the Tigtis
at Ilrrsst'irilalt ncal liu'. orr lJ flitrclr 'ii. \lrrclatctt saw one iII
llaslth on I flruch i:] ll\ing ovrllrta(1. rrrtrl \\''illialllson I'ecot'ds
f0 from lihaurisil'ah cil]. l]itstah orl lir I)cccttrber' 45, Nhel'e he

obtrLirred one. On thc Shatt-.\l-\r'ab l)ot\\'eer) Ilaslah antl Fao I
.arv 8 arrrl tl)c)- \\'elrr fi't-'r1uent, ritllirtg an(l lrubbling' on the mud
bar)ks of the Khor',\lrrlttllah rt{tar lfito ott 11 Novcinbet' 15. ID the
\orlh the solitirll rccotrl is of lrit'tls ltcittd lrassing ovelhead al
-\I(i:ul b] Xlaclirrtr ott l.lilt itttrl !5ilt llart'h 'i:3. 'l'his suggests
th t the -rDeci(.s rlocs rrol linget or rttigtirliott llut l)assts di1'ect to
jls soutllcrn feeding gt'ourrrls, lravellirtg tnitinlt- at right. Col. L-von

rvith iniLnt' 1.eals t,x1rt,t'it'rtce of thtr ttolllt cilr llot l elneirbel to
ll:rre scc[,]ne.

i10. WHIMBREL.
Numenius p. phaeopus (L\.

C&S.2records.
Records from the second world war suSgest that it is in central

'Iraq, at any rate, a scalce p&ssage miSrant. I saw tlo on pools

near Kut on 28 April 44. Maclaren ssw 7 at Zuba.ir near Basrah

on 26 May 43.
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C & S. !? tteorrls.

1rl 1l l:
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!t \\'irs seel rI)()rr flerluentl-r or autulllr tnigration thatl irl
spling, at Baghdad fterluenting the Bunrl l)truls. Ntr mole than
(i wele seen at iL tirnc. I)resunlilbl)' flesh iitrivitls rvere sleeping
in the [rorning at t)7(rl hrs. irt a ti[re rvlietr othcr' 

"vandets 
rvele

irctiye ard tee(ling. Oll\ orrcr rrcordrtl irr s1l'i11{ orl? Nlarch {4.
\\re had no irrtlicatiorr rri their' ptssing the rvinttl irr ttre I3aghtlatl
alea itst,lf. Outsidc. ntirr Su\veila, on the Shatt--\l-Gass ox-borv loo1,
of the Tigi i,: it s'as irlrundaut on 9 l)t,centlrt'r' i:1. In the Iirtt atea
it wus abun(lirnt or ihe Surveicha lake on :10 .\ugust ill and fail
numhets \\-e|ti s,,rrn llr|ough Septembel anrl Octobcl irr I'iu'ties of
u1r to c4tt. .\gtirr irr lirt(, I,'(,llruiu.\' and eal'l)-\larch it Nts iilluudanl
rrrr niglatiorr on flrrorlrrl crrltivatiort neirr I(ut fcr(ling \rith stal'l-
irgs lSlrrrrrii'. rrrrrl u'lrilc stollis l('iroalrr r'1r'oalrr,. Lirst dates
wrre 1(l .\l)ril 1:l i;.\l)l il li). llaclitlell saw t solittr'1* bird at
IlintlifiLlt olr !3 ,\1rril .'ril, \yith first |eturrr l)ir(l on 13 August.
\\/illiam-i(,n fuutrri il urtrrrelous trt Iihatnisivulr irr Birslir district
on l{ I)ecenrber' 'r].

Tir'ehur'-.t ilg3?t (lts(ribing it-. status as ;r eorntnon rvinter.
visitol'. \Ye rr',rulrl rrrrrlilv this to lttd 'a comrnon rvinter lisitor
to the south anil a lrrssitgc migrtrnt in central'lra(l'.

Norlh.

'Ihere is a sirglr t'er.ol'd of two at Nlosul set'rr b.\- trtlitclaren
on 24 \Itrrch 1r3.

l 14. B.\I1-T-\ILUI) GOD\\:IT.

[,ittto;o l. llpponica (.L).

c&s.
\\iere onll seen at [,' o r,r'hefe ser-eral slltall par.ties \yere on

the mud-banlis of lhc Khor Abdullah on 11 \()vclrber. {5.

B BB
t23456789

KKK KK
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113. GltuEN S-\\l)t,I1,l,tn
7' r i trga rtc ltro ptts L.

G & S, -1:r lecrtlds.

,l ii ..&b - \ \t

B
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LL 12

-\r'ound lltghilatl thi,; rvele fir'st seen at the Hinaidi floods or
l;i Jul) becorling rrrolt, flerlrrt,nt b1- ?0 ,\ugust /r? at the Bund
l\rols rt Slteililt Orrtar'. .\ ferv rveltr seen thloughout rvintel on
these lrools, ort the Wirshash rlrain iLnrl near DelttL*'ah (Khalis)
(irlrurdarrt ?8 Ilcccrnbel rrtl until llaich, rvith a single stragglt:r
on 18 ,\1ilil arrrl orrr rLt t'ellujah on /r N'Iav -1? illoslvell). X4aclaren
founti thern spalse irt Hirrdil'air in ealll' .\plil with the last record
ort 23 .\1itil lrll and lriltls le-rri r l.realilg on ?ll July. A stnall party of
7 \\'err srdn ()n tllr,shol'rs of L. llal-rbaui.vah orl 11 -\ugust. The]'
occui at I)iwtrrilah in Oetober. In liut it was only seen as a pas-
:rirge rnigirurt (u1r to 6, and lour r'oeords between 7-28 lplill irt
splirrg. lrNC lecolrls it at Shillll'itbilrl on l)d dud 23rd Selrtcmbcr.

North. l9 records.
E

12345678910 lt t2
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Small numbers were seen between 2-19 September 42 at Pen-
jwin on the river or the upper reeches of the Chem-i-Gogasur,
and in ditches in the valley. It was Irequent around Mosul in
srnall numbers with most records from March and April when
migrants appeared on psssage. One of the lew waders to be seen

in the hills; at 3000 ft. in paddy-ffelds above Zewita, &nd in deep

snow at Mangesh (21 and 3l January 45). It was never es frequent
os in Baghdad.

Though in 'Irail it is often found on its own, it certainly
frequents the same feeding grounds as other wadels, especially
\\zood SandPipe ts lT . gl.orcoltt) and Malsh SandJriper (I'
sragnotilis).

ulll| tsB B B B
456789
K
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114. \VOOD-S.\NDPIPEII.

Tringa glareola L.

,Lirl .r*:l _ \\r

C & S, 13 records.
BB

1!3456
KK
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Bilds irppealed on spting ltassage at Baghdad, Kut irnd Hai
il All'il and \la1- (Baglidad ?ir.\liril-5 UaIl {Kut ?2 Apl'il-?:l \lay).
Small flocks appeared on the Hinaidi floods on t July.l!, and
;mall nurnlrels vere seclr in,\ugust trnd Scptetnber at Baghdad
and once on the Tigris irt Suweira (8 Septeurber 43). We can
find no \\'intcl lecorrls anrl confilm Ticehursts oliginal contcntion
that crrrnlrirled :vi.fh T. ochroprt.r this is plirnalill' a bird of passage

in'Irar1.
It associtrtes rvith Greer I,T. ocltropus':, Common (T . ltypol.ru-

r:o.r1 ard \lirrsh SandlriIerc (T. st{tgnalilis). Outside Baghdart it
I-as lecorded at Samarlah on 4 \{ay 44, but not in Kurdistan in
\la). S()nrc lecorrls suggest that this species was confused with
r.rthei -r. llosrvell caught a rvounded bild at Fellujah on 4 \{ar, {7.

North, :) l ecolds.

A few lere seen oir -\uturnn miglation in the Penjrvin valley
Dear'irig rnudd.r. pools on lhe stream lrom .1-Igth Septcmber. 4?,
rvhelc llrclatcn sarv thertt the follorving J,eal,. Iirst seen trIosul
rrn li,\1rlil ,i5 at -\in \ufut.

\lrist st|iklng rvas tlrc lrrorrci frontirl \r foltned b1' the lrale
-.upr:rciliir meeting abolc tlrr: ltill s'her seel ltead-on.

115. CO]I\ION S.\ND})IPIIR.

Trin.la hypoleucos L.

C & S, 3? r'ecor'ds.
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Notr:d its frequent at Baglrdad at the end of Novembel bcr:orrr-

ing abuutlant b1'18th Apr.il and agairr on the i)th Mav. This agr.ets
rvith Ticehurst's status "a u'inter tisitor ... but coDttnoner as a
passage migrant". ? \yere on the Hinaidi floods or.r 13th Julv and

I
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il \\-as flerlur,li irgrLirr on 18th ,\ugust. l,NC has one surnrnt,r r.errtld
ft'om the \\'asha:h nlrper r"egion on 30 June 45. \Iaclalcu iound
it failll' flerluelti all -\pril at Ilin(li)-ah and quite bundant on
ISth Uat'ill. It lL,iulncil on 2ll Juh'..\t Iiut it s-as rroticeri in floclis
on thc 1lth ,\|r'il 143i anri over. t\-entv rvere counted together on
the |-rth.\plil .ii. In the Iiut tret it tltltears to be plimarily a
lrassagt' u.tililant, rnost of the bi|rls bcing seen in ADril \\.ith the
flrst ol 23 N,lirrr,h. Birds watr:hetl on 15th -\plil 44, rvht:n it s.as
abundant, rvele lising to fl1- in slorv cilcles with a continual tre-
nor ol the rvings rvithout gliding for periods of 30-40 seconds.
repeating all the time thc rrol'se-code like call ".-..-." Possibl1'
this s-trs a dislrlar' flight as bilds \\'€r'e l)ehavirg like this in pairs;
rvhile a solitar'1'biid clid not beha\o thus, but fle\\. in the ordinarl'
Ios' butterfl)-like sweep to the shole where it bobbed nervousll'
ull and down.

It rva,. secn at Samarl'ah on lrth NIay 44, and at Nlaqil near
Btsiah oll I ]ltr|i:h i'3, and on Ltke llabbaniyah in August. It
sho\ys no Pa|ticulal |reJelence of hal)itat, occurt'ing both on flood

l)ools and o[ the bank-s of the Tiglis. It occuls on the Shatt-Al-
.\iab betrvccir Ilasrah-Fao in NoYembcr.

North. 15 records.

EE
12345678910 1l t2
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In East€rn Kurdistan it was seen d' 2m ft. on a strs&m near

Choarta on 20 August 45, and in small numbers on pessage in
the Penjwin vslley from 4-l9th September, and in Autumn 43

by l\{aclaren.

ln Central a,nd West Kurdistan it is a bird of the mountain
stream on passege. I found it in the steep Yalleys behind Amedia
at Duri and Kiri and Maclaren saw it et Mosul in November and

again in N{arch. There were no winter records from Mosul but the

return passage in 1945 began on ?3 N{arch and it was seen through-
out April, including the locality of I{adhra well in the desert

(16th April 45). On 5th Ma.v /r4 there were several feeding singly
in the plough and in cultivation near the Khosar stream. \Ve
have no evidence of its breeding in the north, though it may well
do so.
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116. RFIDSHT\NK.

Tringo totanu; lL).

G & S. 53 r'ecords.

l,LJl .lJr JjLl - \ t.1
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-\t llagh(lad it rvas fir'st lecot'ded on the I-Iirrairii tlootls 1 and

1:l .luly t2, rvhere it rvas ft'er1uent. .\ fcrv itre seen in .\ugust, but
t:uliousl\. it is not cotrlticuotts in Septembct (onl)- I lecr)r'd li-)

Srlteml)er 15 l)NCr. and is thcn present in re6ular small nunrbcrs,
Irecomil3 rnote frc(lui'nt irt Dt'certtbet ntld Jatrultr'1' l4:'r, \\'hon
llotk,s rtrrrr again lre set'tt. \otte wele t'et r-,r'rlt'tl iifter tht ::)th
)lait:h rrl lhn,uglrottt.\1,r'il irnd \lar'. lt is ii Nirier lisitot attd
nrlrr lel'\' lllullerous. .\t FcllLrjah, Ross'ell sarv it oll .i lla)'{7.

-\t Iiui it Nas flr'st tccotdetl on ilO.\u3Lr.i, iurd flocli. \\'orr'
:irerr nrirr Strrveila 0D I l)e|rnllleI i3 ori the rixborv attrt of the
'l'ig, i., thi, Shatt- \l-Grrs. Il is regulai' in smirll riurlhcrs fr'ont
Selrltrlller o!)\\-illdi. \\-e hale set'elal rlittes flolt -\pril liut lt1'

ll.t ,\pril feu- u'ele trr lrr: scen. Otttside lecords irtcludc Frllujah
ilir -\[iir'. Ir\O. at IIirrrlil-alt. fier1ue:rt in ciulr- -\1lil, but none
rfter ltlth .\1nil .'rlt ,\lat'lir|errt, aIlrea|ing irr srnall nurubers
rrfter'?ll Julr' /\Tac)lrt'n): on L. Hirbbauil'ah ori 11 .\ugrrst 4?. In
\or elrlrer' 1i it \\'as sern irt ,\li Ghrubi, Fao irnd llasrirh. \Villiirrn-
sor) r'i,l),)rli it rts conttron at I(hatnisil-ah real Baslah on l1r I)eccrn-
llei', rvhile Iacliuen sau, thcrn in 1he ditches irr the l'.est Cirrnlr al
llarril in \lalch anrl tNo nea)' Zulrail ou 6th Juno-l:1.

North. 18 r'ec()r(l:

BBB I} II L} R
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Srrrirll nuubels \vcre se(.n oD the |ivcl at l)el)jwin 30.,\ugust,
19 Selrterrbt,i'.11. ID IIosul its status is ruuclr irs tt Baghrlad,
though smailer numbels al't let \\'ith, man]' I'ecords being of
solitalr- l.iirds. The last rl te \ as :10 .\pf il ,irr \-hen lO Ner1, seen.
l\Villiarnsonl. If cotrfirrt,s itself to tlte strearrr,q ou lhe \Lrsui rrlaiu
and rvas itot recorded flom the ltrluntains l)r.r)per..
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117. SPOTTEI) REDSHANK.

'frinqo crltthro4r,s ([)allas].

G & S. 15 recolds.
BBBBB
1!34i1 6i 8910 lt 1?

KK
-\t Baghdart it is occasionrl in the winter fr.onr Noleurber. to

\Iarch and t$'() on 11 Ma\'42 at the llund Pools welc already iD
sumnli]r' l)luma8e. It f|equents these ltools, the Diyala River and
the banks ol tl.te Tigli-s. No rttore tllirrr:l \\-el'c scen irt a tilne.

.\t Kut it \y S seen fir'st in the I'eaI on 2: Selrtt,mber' 43 on
the Suweicha and thcre arr: severtl icr:olds Jol the spling passage
irr .\1rlil 111 in surrrrnei' plumirge on ith -\1rlil trll. Last seen on
l3r'd ,\p|il. Orre seen betrvccn l,'tLo arrd Baslah (12 November 45)
and rill or a i,r)ol 11 miles u()rth rrf (]nlrrah rrD g \rx'ember 45.
lts slirtus uplierrrs to bc a regular' lirrssagJe rrtigriurt irt srriLil num-
l)els. \\rith a fe\y bir'(ls lirrgering to rvintei' in suitable locrrlities.

North.,-r lecoltls
lletrvccn ir-19 Selrtenrlrer' 4l seelr thl'ec tiutes on rr Frol itt tlte

[)enjrrin vallel , and one on the livet itt 0hoatta on 20 Au6Just 45.

,\t \losul I orilr sat one in lr(xrls b)' tht ruins of Hadhra in the
rleselt. N{rrelalerr touLrd it Dot uncortlrotr through the winter of
I9i3 iLlung the liver al llosul. lts status is its fcrt the (;entlal al'ea,

though there ale obviousl)' fe,*'trl locirlities suitable fi)r its r*,'inter
resirlcnce

rT8. GREENSHANK.

Tringa ne bularia (Gunnerus)

G & S. 38 records.

tilJr dJ.it J*.1 - \\^
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-\i'ourrl Baglrrlatl it r-x:curs legulitrlf iLs it s-iuter ri-sitot or ilte

luiilgins of the Tiglis at Kitlt'irrlah, rrt Littitashit'e Ihidge on thc

lli-yalah, and on the \\-ashash drairl. Not often n.]et $'ith on thc

Runcl Pools. Usutrlll seen in oncs attrl trvos t'ading ttt-rd, ol otte

r)ccasion, swinllning in the \Yater. Rirds rvere not hcald to call

in their rvintel quarteis. llecords run from :8 August-::7 -{pril
(boih P\Cl. Ilaclalen fourrcl them rllost rlur)letou-c at Hindi)ah in
April ancl l ecol'ded a fe\Y ull to 2I{a}- /r3. IIc also saw 3 ncar
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llaslah on 6 June. Tllel fit st t'eturued tr-r Hintli"r'ah on 33 Jul]"
At Kut also, it $/as most olten seen on the banks ol the Tiglis,

though rccorded in n.tot e lnonths from !5 August 43-7 May near

I{ai, an{l also occasionally -.een on flood lvatels, especially on the

rnargins of the Surveicha. It rvas noted at Tel Ziliab Police Post

at thc foot ol the Pusht-iJiu orl 9 April 44. Proceeding dorvn the
'l'ig|is in \o\'erlbet'.lir I^'road, thcy were noted as nore frequent'
r:ight being seen in ii tlal'ort tht' Ruteit't catral at ,\mara arltl
seyelal on the banks of the Shatt-,\l-.\rab at BiLst'ith. Willian:on
lecorrls ? at Kharnisif ah neat Bastah lt.i Decembel rr5l- Outside
iecords include Shaltraban (2 an(l ::l Septenrber' 4ir) and Fellujah
i15 lIar'., recorded b1' I)NC.

North. 14 r'ecrirds. l;
l23n i{i i It9l0 11 12

\\'NW W \\' W
,\t Perjs.in, in liastc.r'n huldistan I found a flock of c20 on

rrriglation on r-r Selrterlher /r2 at ir lrool. Thev soon rvent on arrri
onh'2 t'elc tltu'c orr 19 Selrtemller 4!.

In the rVosul areir, as trt Baghdad, the birds were seen in u,inter
molths on the Tigris, on the Gornel Su, Gleat Zab and Khosal
streams. Ts.o recil'ds, as'ay flom rivels, rvere on the Sinjar road
lla mile-r \\'est of llt.r-:nl on 5lreblu r'l'45, irnd on 16 April 45 on
lxnls at lladhra in lhe deselt, x,here it was in company 'with
Spottcrl Rcdslrarrk \'l'. tltlhtopus), Llorrrnon Sandpiper lT. hypo-
lezrror). Green Sanrlpiper' l.T. ochropus), Little Ringed Plover
(Clurodritt; rlzDiirs'. Stilt :Hitnolto?us) and Little Stint (Calidrfs
tnitttda:. on some ver')' saltl' lrools. Gent reports one from \{osul
on :oth -\pril .i:i. )Iaclalrn fountl it more frequent than other.
rl.rr.nl]ttr,i 0f the gerrns. but not nunter(,lts irr \.inter.irt \Iosul.

ll9. l'1.\ItSH-S,\ ND l,IPl,ln. iG-,t Jr!-! _ \\1
'fr:,,,1,r .lo11t,trili.. Bo, h.l, ir;

C & S, f3 r'tcolil:.
I3BB BRB B
I 2 3 4 5 (i 7 8 I 10 li 12

}( KIi Ii
.\ r'egu1:rl r i.itol to ihc Ruld Iror,ls irt Sheikh Omrrr llaghdad,

lreirs rro.l lLlt.n,.iouj r.,-hr,tr ii:,sl r,r.r.ilr:rl. /floclis ol 1i-?ti on ?S
.lriir .il. llocli. fl ir 6tt i:I r :11).\lrlaust lrei g aburrriant and rvith

t
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stilts (.Hinmntorte-rs) and sti.ts (coridris renuninckii) the dominantrvade's, p,esurnabry on autu.mn passage). Thereafter in smallnumbe.s until l,rarch 2B,d when il"Gi';;l;;..""i."11 ,n.*Itilds pror.ided wonderful onnortun.ilies io, .trO1. ut 

'.1# 
quurt"r.,rrn,l lhe .ight of Iargc fl.,,,i. uf ihlse flring round ralling withlegs trailing, and e'en -o.. nr*"t-rvins"o'iiio",""iiil.",, 

"the same.time rvas satisfying. Catts frearj lnctu-Ae-u-.ing; pfuirr-tive_'tchuirve', antl high,chick_chick_chick-.hi";;t"r 
""ii' nrt ."tas shrill nor. as iveak as that of tho Stills.

At I(ut, rvher.e thele ale ferver goocl rvader pools of any per_
rlanence thel' rvcr.e first noterl orr thc Surveichir at the enA of
.\ugust and theleafter. till lralf-rvar. thr.ough October.. They rvere
,rorn agitin on spr.ing 1ra,s_r;rge in A1rt.il, fr.,.,rrrcnlJr in snrall rrurrr-
I;els. I srtrv orl(, neill. ,\li Ghrtrbi orr i \ovenrber 1ri. \laclaren sas,-
ortc on 4 -\ptil 13 at Hirrdir,ah, anrl foutrrl rcru freriuent lhele in
the fir'st hall ol\ugust. I strrv four itt Sairitu.ait ou.i ,\Iar,ii.

North. l'i |t,coi,rls.

Irour pausr,d irt tlte Pelican Pool' in the Penjrvin r-allcy stream
rlI (i Se!tenli).)f 1,2. Ilaalaren ,sar\- orra irt \fr)sul on 12 Deccmber,
.i:1, aud I surv trvo lrl the loitrlsirle betx-ccn 1[osul-Tel Kotchek
()n 1(l Api'il 15. In thc nolth [her- allreal to ]ls a scarce passagc
rnigrant, and rvere not seen at all in thc mountain regions.

jlr). 1'IiI)Ll.lli s.\\ I)t,l PlF.. ;J+ J*-! - \Y.

.\ttttt.s cittr:req iGildutstiidt).
Tlrtle ale foul tocorrls. llaclalel found them ilbundant on the

IiirrnmaL Lalie rt Baslah on the flood edge on 23 NIay 43. Bosrvell
irnd I sas. a sinsle one on the huucl Pools ilt Baghdad on 20

.\ugrrst.i2. It rvas fcedirg rvith Curles-.Sirn dpiper (,Culid.ris tcsta-
,'rri, Stil[ (IIilntnto?us). Temminc]i's Stint (C. lem,minc kii),
t)ltt:n (1'ritrya oclro[)ln) an(l Na]'sh Sirntl|iper. Srnallel than the
Oulle rv-Sirndl-ri1;er and than the llalsh Sandpiper' (T. stognalilis),
iL s-as interrnedirttc i size betrvt'en Green anii \Yood Sandpipcrs.
'Irro seen in the same localitl'on il4 '\plil:rzr rvith Wood Sandpiper'
',7. Jllureolrt\ \!'ere.r bit ltllgc) than thc littter'. I also sarv one on
lho I(hor r\bdrrltah rnud banks at Fao. Fol the benefft of observet's

Norking in 'h'aq I add rrr) fleld notes. "It had long recurved
slender dark bill, pale orange -Yello\\', delicate legs. A trim Sand-
piper bod;'. Upper palts grel' brorvn, beneath white. A gr"el'
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brown suffusion on throat and upper bleast' Axiliaries 
-w-hite' 

In

;i;hiil;;;*p is srev brown' wirite ontv shorving on secondaries

;;"J-r";"; pronounced on inner secondaries' In behaviour' solitory'

i;;;i;; t 
"ttino 

*t 
"n 

others flv, ond returning to the same spit

of 
"mud (from the August bird)"''-' 
ii. =iutl-r. 

in centrit 'Iraq is that of a scarce passage migrant'

r21. LITTLT) STINT' '{i' '/r' - 
\ r\

( itl i.lr it titiutttu 'Leisletr.

C & S. li recrrl'ds.
tt Ii B B

1 : 3 I .r ti i t_,{ 9 lll il ll
ll is less corrrt(rI ilt llagl)(lad 11r,r-r', 1' . 1 11 11t i t t i r t r ,{ 11. It \-a: it.-

quont ilt thr fJurd l)rrols rrt Slrtikh {]tlar on ?-'t Julr-1? and abun-
(lant o[ :1 \r]\'ollrbl'r' 1t. -\t litlt it $-a. onll' st]ull on l)ils,cagt neilr
Hai in thc inigattri Ilils of r'uliiliLtirrLt ott Itt ]litr 13. ]litciirt'cl
iorrnrl it alrurrrliurt irr tii,lr,\ugust tt [Iirrljr-iLh. rrhil{,thele \\'err
ir fr:\\' u1-r lo lil Selrlr'rrtl,r,r.

North. -'r rtI.r,rrl:.
.\t I'r,t:inin,,ir lhr ri.,,'r' r)r irLriLlriln irirrsas(, (rit 6th and 8ili

Sr,l,t:r;rlrrr .il iLrtrl I',,L'olrIr,rl hoLri 0re'figri. at \l('sul on:7 Feb-
t'uui'i 'r.,. ;Lrrrl ft|rrr Hii,lhtiL iI thrr rlc:t,r't S.\V. 0f \Iosul ou 16
,\1,r'il i;.

I:t. 1'li \n .\. (, ti s s'fINt.
( rtl.idri' r t ttt ttt inr 1,r l.eislert.

c & s. :1,, 1,'.,,,',1'
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First recorded in the year at Baghdad Bund pools on 28 July
4: when it was very abundant. In i945 none had arrived by b
August. It is frequent in August, September and until November.
There ale ferver aftel the New Year and the last recorded was
on 5 N{ay 44. It is one of the characteristic waders oI the Bund
Pools at Sheikh Omar Baghdad, always being more nunerous
tha.n the Little Stint (C. ninuta)- When humans, hawks oI crows
tlisturb them, the)' arise in flocks uttering their ,pt-r-r-r-r, calls,

I
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all(l \\'heel quickl.v Sho\ing re giittoring \\.hite un(ler wings,
and settling agtin close-b)-.

At Kut thev s'r,r'e first lecor.ded on 30,\ugust.i3 on re Su-
weicha and last date \\as l? \Iali 1r3 ncar Hai. In Aprit they are
often -seen in flood pools br- the roirdside. \{aclarcn founcl them
fairl.\- numerous at Hindiyah until 22 April 43, but saw none in
,\utunrrr. I sa$' them at Samararrah on 4 Msy 44.

123, I)T'NLIN i7-tr - rrr

('dlidris olpiru (L).

G & S. 35 r'ecords.

First lecorded at Baghdad on 26 Jul)' rrg (c20) on the Bund
I)ools irl Sheikh Orllar', fre(luent flocks in September and last
rccolderl trt Baghdird on 21r April. Typically found on the Bund
I)ools, [he numbels varying with the deglee to r hich these art
rlesiccated. PNC has a recold of Dunlin near Fellujah on t5 May
/r5, and Nlaclaron siLw many on the Hammar Lake on 23 May 43
rvith fes'er on the 6th June. .{t Hindivah he sarv them on ?2 -{pril
/13, and one on lst -\ugust 1:1.

At Kut thel rvere first rccorded on 22 Selrtenrber 43, *.ere the
doninant rvadel ort I Decerrber'42, in flocks of up to c100 on 22

-\plil '1.i, and lrst lecolcled on 18 -\pril. Thcl' rvere abundant on
the [ihor' -\lrtlu]lah banks at Fao. (11 November 45).

North,

There are few records. A few v/ere on psssage in the Penjwin
valley in September 42, Boswell s&w one at Mosul on 20 July,
&nd Maclaren who, as I, saw none throuthout the winter at Mosul
notes 6 in winter plumage on ?tr March 43.

R R BtsB B B B
l?3/rirti789
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North. 3 records.

Recoldtxl flunr l)err.jrvin valle,v- (;'r Scl)tembet 1r2) and two dates
from llosul area, on the Great Zab at eurvair on ?T October 44,
anrl on 9 Noveruber. on the Baqaq Su.

BB
r0 lt l?
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124. CURLEW.SANDPIPER.

Calitlris testacea lPalla;s\ -

,Ur i'r, - ir{.

G & S. 12 records.
BB

12345
K

Prinarill-a l)assilge tttiglant. ti5 tutnetl u1r rrtt the Bur(l l)r)ols

at llaghrlad on 28 Jull' 4: alld soon left. \Iirn5 were irt sutlltltel'

|lumirge. r\fte| this thelc rvete iI few l,rcords lrf stnall lrattics
lhlonghout lugust, rvith ttltlv trtte t'ccold of lL sirlgle llittl orl

retui'n l)assilgc rt Ilaghdird oli !'r '\illil 4l illlrl otlc irt suttiner'

lrlurnage irl Birghrlatl fi llar'{lr. \laclatett sarv lttl'ge flot:ks itl the

lilst s'er:k of.\ugttsl at Hinrlilah. all(l foul.I(l thetll ailur:clatrt liettr
ZubaiI in lhe IlrrsIirh 1i\\'a oll 2:lr(1. !(ith \lrrl atlcl 6th JunL iil.
f-r'orr Iut I ltart rmll lrvtr lecolds of lrassage cac]r s'a1 , on 8

Sel)terDhrr t3 or) the Tigris itltovc -\zizivall itnd 5 itr sutntrer

lrlurnage at the Ilurrd Pools at Xut on 98 -\1rril 1r'1. Therc are nct

lecottls frottr the \orth.

12i. S.\NDERLING.

(' roc c t ltia alr( il'allas).

C & S,5 r'ecords.

olrJx - \lo

\{aclalen found thettt vetf itbundani on nood s-itter,'i ttear
Zubair in {he Baslah lirva on ?3rrl irnd 26ih \'Iar- tnd on 6th June
lr3, \\Ie ]rale ls-o inland recoril-s, onc at the lltrncl Ptxrls trt Sheikh
Omar. Baghdad on 19 -\ugust 42. \yllen it ciune in s'ith the Tutr-
slott l.Lrcnorir itierprt't''. arrd one on the Su\\-eicha lake at
I{ut on ?? Srptcnrbo 4:1. iriso accr)orl)arrling Tulnstortes

126. IJIIO.\D-I}II,I,IID S,\NI)I'II)I,]H.

Littticolo lolcircllus (1)ontol rpidarr t.

a.!* !r*.-b - \tr

I n'atched thr-se biltls associating \yith Dunlin SCtlidris al.pintt)
on the mud-banks oi thr Iihor --\bclulliLh near Fao /11 \orentbel
45). They rvere abundant in ihr llud-skippel and Firldler-Cralt
zones, but not as frequent as the Dunlin. In general shape they
resenrble Dunlins g'ith similar lrills but are more strcaked and
pencilled on the back and a little smaller. The leading edge of

I
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thc u-ing aplrears ver.y dark b.r. contr.ast in flight. The cail is a
trvittc| like the Temmincks' Stint (C. tcnmlinc kii), but Iouder.

Snrall ltalties ttf l'aders tith Dunlin on the Surveicha lake
irt Kirt on 21 ,\plil 14 \rrele aiso, I think, of this. species, but the
rocord nruit rem ir a p'obable as no specimens wet'e obtained
anci this is not a knou,-n habitat such as the Khor tbdullah. The
llresence of othel waders that spend a naritime rvinter, on pas-
sage on rl'alers in Central 'Ii.aq rnakes it not unlikely that Broad-
billecl Sandpiper.s clo in fact pass through.

127. RUFT irl*.r - \ Yv

[)ltilottutr]t rr: lnrlnat (1,1.

G & S. 34 recolds

This is a colrmon passage migrant, the birds not hurl)-ing
thlough the area. At Baghdad spring passage began in February
and X{arch rvith 1'rarties of up to 10 birds. PNC recorded large
nurnbers in 1945, lvith c200 or] 24th March and cI00 on I April.
There are a few in llay, up 1o the ttth. Maclaren saw 10 at
Hindil'ah on 4 Aplil 43, and found them numerous from 23 July-l3
,\ugus[ 4:], r'rral}1' nrales having remains ol the summer plumage.

,\t I{ut, the first recold of spring Irassage in 43 was on ?th
-\pril rvhen c10 lvere seen on pools bv the roadside. By the llth
,\pril thel' had become the dominant rvader, and there u'ere
flequent records through April and Ma-v, getting lewer in numbers
in \Ia.v rvith the last lecord on 17th \{a-v near Hai. Rirds rn'ere in
Jrreedirg plunage on /rth Mrrr.. In the follos,ing -r.ear, 1944, they
\yere very abundant on:.1 !'ebluar')', feeding in flooded cultivation
rvith Stallings lSt?trnus) and Black-Tailed Godwits (triznosa

li'trtosa't; and b1' the ?3r'd of ]farch rr.ere the tlominant rvadet on

lrools in the distlict. Thei'eaJtet thev s.cre frequent but no larger
flocks than 30-50 $.ere secn. Last seen on 28 April /r/r after rvhich
clate, I s.enl riolth aitd did rrot meet ib en ioutc for, ol in Kurdistan.
F'ir'-qt ietui'rrccl biids rvere seen on the Su$.eicha oII 3C .\ugust and
tlrr.t- .rele slill frequent by 1; October' 13. There allDeal to be t$:o

lreak l.aves of rnigi'ation. The ltii'ds frequeut pools and flood -spills.
hut alc lrt,quenth' nct rr-ith i1r |achs or the roa('l esl)t'cinl11- irr the
ei'errjL3l. arlrl rttolLrlirl fte"- ititi: ttr :lrrN for 1l.l'ttt.

B BBB B
12345678910 lt 12
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There s,ete 4 in the Penjw'in vallel'on t5th Sept€nlbtr'42, and

N,laclaren lound a single bird there rvith a bloken ]eg in autumn

43. I saw 6 miErants on the road betrveen Mosul-Ain Sifni (14

Malch /r5) and 5 ttn the 11. Khosar at Mosul on 23 March l\'tac-

laren strv a flock of c?0 bl the rivel at \tosul rluring thc last

rveek oI March 1943.

92

North. ir recolds.

r28. AVOCIIT.

Recanoi.rost?a aoosetla L.

O & S. 23 records.

BBB
1?3i5

Family RtCURVIR0SIRIDAt
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Near Baghdad, a flock of c60 \\'el e seen on the Hinaidi floods
on l July 4? and 50 u.'ere met with on the Shatt-Al-GtLss ox-bow
ioop of the Tiglis at Sul'eira (9 Decembct' 43;, bul otherrvise
they \yere seen in small numbers (-7) mainly on migration. When
distulbt,d thel fll tround in a close but loosell' co-ordinated flock
\r-ith sinuous convolutions. Nlaclalen noted that thel' werr less

crrrrmrrrr than Slills !lli nttntoprr.r) at Hindivah during thr sum-
nrer of 43, prelerring the stretches of riverside mud to the bare
marshes. \Villiamson sau,' flocks of 10-50 at Khamisiyah in Decem
ber 45, \\here the"v rvere more abundant thrrn the Stilt. Gubbins
Ir'cor(ls 1 at Shiihathrr rYest of I(erbela on 13 Eebruarl', and at
Ileledt'rrz in }Ialch 37. [)NC lccords onc flonl near Fellujah on 2i-r

l\'l;r.v.i5, anil rve -sal. thcm ai Dellarvah (Khirlisl orr 27 l.ebrutrJ.4?.
.-\t Iiul thev arr inflequert antl sltoladic in alrltearance. \Iost
lrcorrls are lrom -{pril and \{a1 of lrird-s that irppeirred rvith ir

rush of miglants. Thev are often seen in roadside pools lollorring
on flooding.

North. t record.

Thc solitary lecord lrom the North is of 2 seen il.t Mosul on
?4 December 43 by Maclaren.

a



I?9. BL,\CK-\VI NC EI) STIL'I',

Ilifuuuttuput hit oto]]uIL,,

{)3
t ;rleetl .,, ) eJ'-Jt . Jiti tr - rri

G & S. 62 r'ecords.

BRI]BBRBTI}] I] B B
1234 5 678910 1r t2
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II an ornithologist can endure the smell of dumped offat in

which Black Kites (,Illlozs nigrtns), Hooded Crorvs (Cozuzs
capell.anu.;), Egl'ptian Vultures (Neophron) and 'Pi-dogs' feed with
evident relish, the Bund l,ools at Sheikh Onrar. behind Baghdad
East are the place to see Stilts at ll times of the 1ear, often in
lalge numbers. In fact rve huve seen Stilts paddling in bloort.
Sorne sarnltle rstimatcs tnd coutrts r.earl:

:9 November 41. c20.
li September 42. c50.
I Januarl'41r. c100.

?1 October' 45. c50-52.
16 NoYemher 45- cro-
I I N,'\'el!lLcl. 4i. Ctt](r.

But it is abundant fol ali rr:ontlrs cxt:r,1it June and influxes
ale noted in \Ialch {1r3t and tfter the lrlceding setson a[ the end
of Jull'. Thel- v,'ere still abundant on ir \liLr'. l)NC records rrests
$'ith eggs neal Fellujah on I June rr4. lt is orre of the least sh)
of \\aders throughout nlost Llf the 1'ear, flocks often lingering oll
\yhen other birds hale tirken flight. Ieeds in parties, ntoving for-
rvard s-ith the s-hole botll' and libiir bent lrrgether arxl the neck
held in a rigid positir,rn. The bcrttl cones at the tibio-tarsal ioint.
irnd as these joints lrrojeci outNtrrrls theil fecrling gtit looks bow-
iegged. -\s thc right foot adlirnces irnd Itcrtds tht, lititk srv,rops
rlorvn sides'r1s to the right irnd ul' a8aiu. In \la)' the]- were
DloIe r)ellous, ilnd (li(l r]ot se{rnl to likc lhtr \\'hit| \'ilrged I}lack
Tern,q (ClrUdr)nias ltu(oplt'rur) at the Bund I'ools. \Vhert the latter
carne hovering over in it palt1 , tht'Stilts rvould get np an(l fl\
as'a5 lriping and cacklin5l.

Around Kut it wits not seett in winter but occurs in small
Dumbers from \Iarch-N{ay and on the Suweicha lake f|om August-
October. Never more than 3 or 4 were seen near Kut. In the

deselt crops B. of Hai this species and \Vhite-winged lllack Terns
chasecl ofr a Marsh Harrier (Circzs acruginosus.\. In November

they rtere seen furthel south, a flock <.rf 24 recorded near Qurnah-
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-\lircllLleti -ii\\':('\r'r'irl ttt'at liirsnrit oD ri J Lrrle iil. (11(l llote(1 llllri
l'ele still ir ili)clis or I )la.\ .'r3 irt Ilindi].ah.

FIt, -sas- flcdged J'oung thel'e on 13 Jul.!-.

North. ll lect,ttls.

Irr the I',,n.irlirr rirlltr rr soiitan bilrl rvas seen 01l 5 Septenl-
ber' .i'l orr ihI I)irlicirn I)ool in a mixed flock of helons, egl'ets.
dttcks arrl rr-arlcrs. I siis'theut orr 6 -\pril :*5 near Hadhra S.\Y.
of \!r.ul, irrri Voslrel noted a pail in earl)' summel' near Qail"aiillr,
rvhich ditl rrot star'. \\'illiamson c,)nlrrents ',hat though thel' rvere
not seerr in tlte l9rr''r-.li rrinter', flocks rvele not uncomlnon at thl:
end of rvintei rLrrrl ir earlr- slrling in the \Iosul aletL dnling the
Years 1940-43.

Family PHAI,AR0P0DIDAt

13(). GltIlY t,t t_\ LA Ii(ll,t,t.

l,l'tlq r,'t,,t, /trlirttitt. L .

I'Iitclalett:ir\\'rL f(,rnill(, in full bIeeding l)lulnage trnd \\.atcherl
it at t\cnl\ ict,t riisttrrr.r arnong the floclts of Plt. lobatus on \he
Ilrllrrirar l,irlir,iLt Ilrrsr.ah on ?3 IItr1.43, h'ide. Journ. Bomb. N.H.
Socieir'\'ol. ili \(,. l. t,. iol . ,l'his is the fir.st r.ecord of this bir.d
for" lliLrl.

131. ltlil)-\1.,(llil.ll) t,tt.\t,.\ti()t,n +Jr .rf tilt , - -,. Jr!.! _ \r\
I'h t lu n, prt ' l,tln/u' tL,.

C & S. lll rtcirrrl:.

10 11 12
K

.i,-)r.J fliJt : - -r. JrL-! _ \r.

IIB
I : :t i ; (i ; I 9

EIi
-\ rllirtir,,h frtrruent lrirssage ntiqr.ant. \Vhelt pl.esent, oftcr rr

lrrige tltrrrrlrCrs..\-s tht|t, at.r, fe\- r.ecent r.ecorcls. full details of
()('(.u1t'r,rl( i,: ir|c git,,| :

llt4hitrrl :

t9 .\1,ril i-". r.lot)()rI Ilurld I,crol,s at Sheikh OD.rirr./None on
J \lilt. .
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2ll April 44. Bund Pools. 15.
1i ,\pril 4:r. Bund l)ools. ::) lBos\cll .

19.{ugust 1rl. Bund Pools. l. inol]c on ?0thr.

Fellujah Bridgt:
?ir.\1rril -ii. Fierlrrent c50. rllo,r\\'ell) irnd ()l i \Ia) 47

nra1r.\ llighting irr at dusli.

i .\rttil irr. c98 ou Ilood lirlit,.
1! ,\11'il rr.'i. .\zizir.irh r.oarl, ir Ierv irt roarlsirlr, lrools.
2l -\pril .'i.i. Sus'cicira Iakt, 1 .

?:'l ,\1riil 1i. Hus-slilirah. (i of ri'hir.lr I s'itlr reil-neck.
I ]la1'{:1. I)esert l,l. of Ilai, a fel' ,,n floorl .1rill.

l(j IIal lil. (3(l (nt it salt] flood pool rrutsirle hut tos'rr.
l: Octol)er'13. Su\\'cicha lake 40.

l:l \lay .i:]. Ilanrr r l,ake. liLrge flocJis totallitrg hurrrllecls
c8-l.l(()i liir(ls on a3 -\la\- illr(l ! 3(,1r 0n {i .IuIc on

(ldge of flooderl Iillie. itrlirclal'e11).
rYide..loRrn. llol1rba1- -r-.11. Soc. \:ol.46, Nri.2. 1r,.1{)l).

Though the flocks rise and fl) together, turning srl.'iftl1'
uitering au agitated rippling call, the)' dti not all feed facing in
tlre same rlilection. 'l'he trvillinc' behaviour' rvas noted. None
\\'el e seen in the ttor Ih.

Family BURHINIDAE

I3]. STONE-CURL!]W.

B urhitu" urtlirt, ttrtt' L

G&S.irrcot'ds.

J.a ,llry' - \Yr

B
L

B
23.1 ir67 8910 11
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Thele are ferr recotds. Three in shingl]' desert l;etrveen Bagh-

rlarl - HiLbbanil alr (9 Deccrnbei '13), oue ott the TiSr'is banks (6

Janr.lary 4:), trvo t'ecords oI single birds fronr Kut liwa, one in the

rlesert Ii. of Hai 12? \Ia)- and one on tails of cultivation lrearer
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llirghrlad rl Ua)-il ,\1a|la|tti four)rl a flocli ol cir{, irt tlticli tanlit-
iisk rreal Shuaibal], and latrl a snraller flock in vegetation of thc
s lt flirts. llc s,as lot able to flush thertt, tlen rvith a dog. (l?
!'ebruar'1' .iiJr. In \lirl lherr $'rle sc\.rral flock,r in the Suaeda scrub
near the Hammiu' Lake (:6 \Ia1 ,13r. He also sarv several lrait s itr
the -scrubbirr parts rrt the Mu,se) ib plain in -A.pril and thought
thel might l)ree(1.

North. 5 l,r:olds
.\ ..rpecinlen sh(lt iu the Nrirth irr \Ia1'lrl Gubbius harl a sandl

golden bacli s'ith tlrin sh ft streaks on the feathers. Besides the
ryhitc on tlrr outcl trvo prirrtalies, tltele rvas Iso t l)atch ol white
orr the innt'r'ntost secortdirries. 'l'he \ying wils ?ir: mm rvhich is
largc for' :ulnrar, lhe bill ureasulrtl 4ir. \Yilliarnson says the!
al.e lcsiden[ in fair numbcrs in the ]Iosul area, and theil calls
ma} often lre heald at about sunset. I sas' and heard a ltair orr
the Khosal rtear \losul on ir \1a1 /r.i, antl Vospel heard the call
and found arl egg rrear' his camlr at Qaiyarah in Ma.r' 43, tht
biriis leaving soon after he iu lived. Finallv t sarv 5 tt Fesh Khabur
on 1:) AuFust 12.

tamily G[ARE0LIDAE

I3:]. COLI,.\II[iD t'Ii.\TINCOLE.

Glettdo r ti tola ll.
J-rt ,r - \ft

G &, S. 26 r'ecords.
R
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[,'ilst irnd ]ast r.ecolds ar.c 6 -\pril at I(Lrt and 8 Septeruller. 4:,]

oir the Iigris above -\zizilah rvhr:n c500 \\11.c estirnilted on shoals.
i)\O lelrolts a \-iiit to n brredilg sitt at l'cltujah on : June .i.i
rvhere in t colorrl' of c1? ltests, ll had :l r,gg-s, sontc &-ith two or
one. 'fhe rrests wer.e all on verv dark -soil lliossibh. saltl- ,subkha.

H.J.f[. iLrrrl u.hen {he ncsts \\-el,c in hoofrnalks llte}, N(,r.e \er\
harl 10 sec. ln Baghdad lhe,1' a1t1re;rr.ed t(, like a balren sirltv ltool
behinil Baghrlad 'l,br.est anrl rvrle ,,llcn sppn in roosting flights at
drr:li. \\'hen crouching on the grourrrI the ]illge rlar.k ere is notice-
atrle. The ;ri0ing call uttelcrl on thp \\-ing cunsisti oi rr r.epeated
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'keli' thcu lit:l<:hrk ... cheli'. In ,Itrl.r- .ll flochs rvcltt .s0elr near
the Hinaiili fl(i(xls out-ride Baghdad buI rvhen the flootis lrird dried
out i)1' lll .Iulr , s-ei e not mct \\'iih. Single birds and lrairs rvere
seen in thc t|o1r: arril desert l.l. L)f IIai in \Ia1'.i3 a d the\. $'ere
;ulroirg tirr Lirrls rrotrd at the Snwt,iclra iu June .lil. In thc thied
grirsi {lesert nciLi the nalgin of the lake parties of glcy brou.n
irllmatuIr lrrIrls rveIc seerr l3() ,\uSust 431. In thc rlcseri betrveen
iiut Berlrrrh tlrr:1' l,'ele obselvcrl soirring high irr thclrnals. c50
\rclir seel1 irl l)il)Lrii oli ?l],\1rIi1 /r'r, rtrrrl sorne of th(,5(, irl)l)eared
lo hirre blaek axillar.ie: rr.s rlitl lriIrl: seen at Baghrlad itr,'r2. Ho\'-
,:r'.tr Do s1rt,r'irirt,rs \\'eIe (rlrtilirr(1, tUtrl the tecords ol possible
ttort!t,ttItti ar| subsurtteti u\dtt' lt/tli toln r\leiri't'tzlriLgctt 11954

cirri,rillars ittritlturtti to ite ii Iirlout lrllrLse ol ?r/tli tol(). P\C,
lecords ser-elirl flurn Shahlaban ou : SepteDrber 45. N'Taclaren did
rtot .see thcrrr irl Ilirdi.r-ah in :ril tili .\|r'il 10 and lht'r \\'0te lrot
c(rillnon unlil tlrt, rn,-l of that mortth. The same obst:t'vct found
thern sl)ar,qo rouud the Harnmar Lake near Basrah in May 43.

North.

Vosper notes a pair crossing the river at Q&iyorah in mid-
June ard a flock in cornland a lew miles north at the s&me time.
I saw them but once in the Wadi Qassab below Mosul on 5 May
44.

134. CREAM.COLOURED COURSEII.

Cursorius c?r7sor (Latham).

G & S. t3 r'ecords.

J.-r Orr, . Jh,a - rrr

We confilrt its ltlcfeletrce for' llel-rbll desert groulti, though

a pair was suorl close to the llulltl l\rols at Baghdad (i August

45), and tlso on uncultivated 'bor" neor Husseiniylh, I(ut (26

Octobel il-rl. IIr ftct it comes in closer to cultivation outside the

Iileerling scirsott thitn rloe,< tltc tlrttllata (Cltlattzydoli: undulatui '
It rvas ir.crrttLrrl frolr I)ilalah IlriLigle li Decetnber 4ll, Irear Hab-

lrarril'ah 9 L)r'cerrtLeI i1 , ? lrairs irt Shithfttha \\-. of Iicrbela

iJ FebrLiitrv j,l lrcl lL.Il. tirlblrirrs). It rvts cluite frerluerl on

gla\el dest)r'l otr tlr.' Baghdatl \losul toad leal Ta.ii aDd Tekrit
in Val'a,,a ,\ugusl. lly most intoresting recold rvits of iL lritir rvilh
trvo fledgeti young on ir ston.v I)llllilau betrveelt ZrrrlliLljrah and

Ziliai; on tltt l'tlsiarn flrrntier' \.t'l of lirtt ot'l 9 \1'r'il This is an
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eilll.v (la[c. E,luallf irrteresting is a \clJ' iatt I)cst \Yith onc egg
for.rrrd )rl Bosrvell irr the fir'st \\'eek of Selrternlicr 19,16 in the
Injanah Desert beyond Deltau'ah lKhalis). A bird seen out of the
I;reeding season uttered a curious call that I lcndered 'tur-witr',
possibll the sar.ne irs that lecorded by O.V. -\plin in the Handbook
1\\-ithelb)' 19101. \laclalen at Basiirh t'ecordecl a lrair neat' Shuai-
bah fl'el)rual']' r131, and thel' occasionalll' passrrl over his carnP
at Zubirir, and s'clc scen b1- ihe IIirrnririr.r'Lake irr \Ia1- 43. Thrl
rvelc rtot comt.ltorr irr the area. \\'illiamson lcr:rrrtls four' pait's
hrtrvt:crr Shuaibah - Luqait (1 Dcccr.nbci' 4i). -\t Hindi"vah, Mac-
laren sirt'pairs ir Jull and ,\ugusl in thc sciublrit,r'palts of the
r,llLiu. rutri did rtol lirirl ii cotttrrion i)et\eL.n Ilasll(lirrl Il,.rilrrrlr
in nrirl October. -\ lrilrl I rvatclr,.,rl near Baghil;rd stood ul)r'igl1l
lilit, ir Slone Llul lr\\' ',/l21l/r1,r?r\ j t'ill a\\'al'. slrrlrl,irrg ablulttJl lo
'lirrrrl trlrtighl srrir. ln lhis lrLrsiliorr its c,rlii'tition lendeled il
irdi-'tinBuishable Iionr a stone in thc desert.

'['hrii, rvcre no licolds front n,rlth of Telilit.

Family [ARIDAE

135. LESSDR BLAC(-GULL. ,J.r,r,r,r.J,Ji _ \yo

Lants luscus L.

I saw c30 with sl&te backs on the mud banks of the Khor
Abdullah a.t Fao on lt November 4b. Probably Lhese werc taimy-
ren.sis | = affinis.aucl) But. Maclaren saw trvo at eaiyarah on
27 March 43. No other records.

136. HERRING-GULL.

L aru s ar g enlalus Pontoppidan

G & S. 59 records.

.r=.- . .rJ lrJt _ \t-l

B B BBB B
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,\t Ilaghdad it occurs fr.om \orember to NIa)., and at Kut
fronr September to April (Last date fol adults at Kut pt April zr4

on the Suweicha). Juveniles *,ere frequent on the Hinaidi floods
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rilrlsiri,, liatlr,laill ()ri lJLll\ i?. ltrrti o| ) ]Iirr. lri llo:u.r,ll cr,uItrd
Sil irrnrirtu|c ltilrls irrtrl it apl'eare(i orr ihe ll'igris irt iitrt on !7
.\ugu,rl .iil. The iu|g|st nulltllcl,:r seen at Baghdad Ne[e c:]00 on ?6
I,'t'bt uirr'1,. rrlrilr, rrl liLrt thr: Iloclis hail concentlated ol l3-1r I,'el)-
milrr ii. lil th,(;tlr of -\1,i.il iir llllt l-ciir the cerrtre lf ltopulatiou
liilrl ,lriflr:d rlori'n stlL,alr h.L.ltL Iiut to Sheiklr Sa arl, a di-qtiLnce
of trrenlr-nliies, \\'lloe lalge rrurnbers in all pluniages itnd scat-
lfl'e(l irr Srouirs of ll-lt] \\'crr secn. 'Ihis flocli inolurled ma.nJ-
irrrrrrtull bilds rvlrich lrad not pleviousl.v been at liut. At this
Lil)le tlre llerring-Grrlls. alrart it'oll od(l straggl,rs. llad do-serti'd
i(Lrt itsclf. -\t BirglrrirLri llrer- lrar.e been seen lo mirirrtain their
t)o-sili{rrr in t}re fast ilorvirrg f igli:, takilg ofl irflrr tltcl- have beer
:\1'rlrt l)ilck sorrie hunrh'r,rls rrf 1.illds, to fl1- Itrzill' btrcli and settle
again. They rre ilretel'ate citmp followels at Bast'ah whcl'e ]Iac-
laren found thern at Shuiribah, and abundant on the Shatt-Al-Arab
rind round tht,rlocks, Thel'have bcen set'n scaycngilrg sonre tlis-
tancc out in the desert between Baghdad-Hillah. Maclaren found
lhrnr al]uu(lant at Ilirrrlivah up to 1?lh -\pril, ald on: \'IaJ' sa\
-sevrlri sntall palties fl1-ing upstream. The imlrression of their
riistiibution is that thcy spread up rivers in autumn, concentrate
irgrriir irr Fcbruar.r' irnd then dlift dorvnstream in Nlarch. Non-
hreeding birds may linger. Outside Baghriarl iLnrl iittt ther, r'etc
rret Nith at Shahmiyah (7 October, 21 September), on the Diyala
ll. near llarpba (December). Bit'ds seen at Ba8hdad in January
htrl tlre lieth darli at the tip, and leg,< ,vellorv bros.It. Boss'ell
founrl llerling Grt11. itnrl Illrrcli Kites l.)lilrttt ttiiqrqnsr gol'qinF
on Lrrrrsts fl'orn il ilJirrg s\vuL[] at ]labbatril'tLh on 13 April 4:).

llirrl' ou the Srirveicha l,ate at Iiut Neie callit.tg oI1 21 '\ptil 4rr.

North.

Three lecolds. One at l')ski Iielek on the Great Zab (29 Decem-

ber'.ii,. llaclirren siLw t fe\\'at flostll on 23 Mtrch 43 and more a

week later; rvhile I sarv one on the Iihosat at flosul on :1 March
.15. 'l'ht,v rltr ttol sltettd llle \\'inler ltt \losul,

13i. COII\I(IN Gt'l.l-. Jrti:r! ,J"ri - rYv

Ltru.s crr ntts L.

\IircliLtou l'ccol'd. this .rrecics as fteqttenting calnIs at Shu-

ril)alr lr-.t\vcr'n 1? l,'elt t u itt'r--l -\lalch. arld as sPlrlse in the 1{aqil
riLrt:k atr.:a. It i.r lLrt iL lrilrl r,1 lll" llirslr'lad arril Iirrl )ilrts, on11-
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one lleilrg seen LlIt the SuN'cichit tualsll ott :1 O(tobor 43. ^\taclaren
notes odd bilds at \Iosul in Janual']- and \Iarch, in 1943. I saw

none thete.

13It. BLACI(.HI.].\DIiI) G L'I.I,.

[-arus rilibundus 1,.

C & S. ?3 recotds.
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Birds seen in Baghdad from I November to 5th May. A few
frequent the Bund Pools, but it is more familiar in a flock b-r' the
King Faisal Bridge on the Tigris where PNC lecorded up to ?0

at a time with peak numbers in March. B-v 12th Nlarch some
heads are turning black. At Kut they move upstream in March
and April. At Hindi)'ah l{aclaren only saw them in eerly April.
He found them sparse in the docks at Basrah in February, but
abundant on the Shatt-Al-Arab. Four birds in winter plumege
wel'e on the Hinaidi floods on 12 July 42.

North.
Maclaren found it not uncommon through the wintrer 1943 at

Mosul, becoming more frequent after mid-March. I saw none
there in 19{4-45.

139. SLENDER.BILLED GULL.

Larus genei Brehm.

G & S. 32 records.
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.\t l3ag)rdatl, s'e ollr hirrtt lccor.rls flom :3 \larch on Bund
I\rol.s ti Shl,ililr Onrflr.. c:l{) flr ing rlorvn the \yashash on 21 Alrlil,
on 5 \'lt1 1r4 at the Ilutrcl I)rrols itnrl c8 on llund I)ools ol ?0
,\ugust. A ver'1' Ialge llock of grLlls on the Hinaidi floods in Jul1.
,12 \'crc susl)cclerl to bc of this species. At Baghdad it altpears to
be an occasional s-andcrer. \Iaclaren found it numerous at Hin-

t
BR
1?

BBB B
3456789i0
KK K

BBB
1234567
K KKKK t



10r

di1'ah fron June-September.. It is at Iiut that rnost of rny orvn
lecolrls rrere made. Srrall number.s (-!0j rveil occasit,rrally seen
on tlrc'Iigl'is irr November and Jaluitrl., bul, u'cr.e not a regulat,
ferrtule of the bird-life. At the end of \Iarch and in Alrril ther.e
irLt,, lrrincveL, signs r-rf rrrovernent anrl the ltulnbers irrcrease. In
19.i3 orr 1{-15.\1rlil nunbcrs uere tiloving up-stleam between Kut
and Sheikh Sa'ad, the birds ploceeding in the leisurely manner
desclilrril tt)t' 1.. trqentatu.i. except that in this case they have
to urirkt uli for rlrru'nstrearrr rlrift hr. frrlthet flight-< ultstr.cirrrr. This
lnallro(l of lrioelt,ss suggcsts that thert,is sonte food available in
the rir,rt at this tiule rvhiclr the floclis rvisl.r to sctlrle. On 19.\plil
i3 lht,r'r rvere countless rulnllers of lllese Bulls on a short stretch
,rf tivcl at Iiut. rJlifting riorvn arrrl llron 1l\ilg bach irt pat'lies.
I r'r,ttttl, ,i it]rotil ole ,lttirrtt,r' oi illL, fltrr:li rrrrl t'e;rcltL,il ci00.
1'his rttir.v har-e lri,ert tlte corrcerrtlatior seen il Ii,w da).s I)rcviously
ilt Sbr,ililr,sl'arl. hr i9{4 tlr0 fiist \\1,r'e seerr orr 20 Nlarch inland
,rn ilrigirterl firlrls, anr:l l'ere frequerrt (c30+)on the flood pools
at Iirrl orr ?3r'd \Iarch. On .6th lIaICh Iarger parties (30, 50, 70,
l?t) counted orrL iiftelnoorr) \\'ei'e on the rivtr, irrrd on 6th April
ir hugo flock of c600 $'ere seen at Fellahiyah downstream of Kut,
luil ir fulthel eoncentralion (7th -\l)r'11) iust upstream of the
iraIr'irsr,. ID 19i:J. Gulls \\1,rrr urct \\'ilh thI()ug]r1rut \lav flfing to
aril flortt their loosts at da\\'n and surido*,n in the grain farms
of thc Hai area, \yhich \\,c were estimating. T]te roosts are in tem-

i rrlalr"khols' or' lloo(l-.1)ills. Thel- art len' nois.r- at thc loosts. It
is a corrmon sight to cornc on flocks of them all over the dusty
lotrd, collectirg just beftrre sundoutr prior to the 'fly-in'. The
units of thesc flocks nntrlrel betrvcerr 5-20. Irr the daytime they
are rrrlt rvitlt rrvrl cLrltirtrtiott. In iht' fir'-st rri'ck in 'Iutle, a trill
\\'ils rnilde do\\'n tllc Tigli-s flom Iiut-Basrtih. Los'er down the

|iver, tite delsitl of this sl)ecies d('l rrlases. Tltct't' rvert' il felv at

Iiurririt on floorl u'atels Nitlt immatule Herring Culls (1,. /t7.lett-

l,//i/rl. irnd nont,bclos"tlriLt in the (r)Lrntith lrtitlshes. l"ronr a-l5i11

June it \ya,c still lllentiful rrt Iiut, I-rut not irr the nurnlttts sectt

on l9 .\1rt il.
Srnall nurnbers were on the river in August with imm&ture

birds. but none were seen on the Tigris in an extensive tour bet-

s-een Iiut SLtrveit'a in Scptembel i thel' rvcle, horvevet ' plesent

on the Surveicha lake in lalge nunbcls, c260 adults being seen on

15 Ociober 43. ,\s P.N.C. lrirs no recolds for tltis specics, and it
is likcl]' to be overlooked or coniused w\lh L. ridibundzs in '''vin-

ter. I append a fc\1'field l)otes. It is aboul the size of a L' ridihtttt-
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//as. and i'esemllies thal slrt'cies irI its \\'illt0r plt:rltitge, ercept
that it has a snow Nhitc heail rvith no dalk spot, and the neck
is rathe l lo:tg iutd t't cct s-hen ss,itlming, the stern Nell
.lrllierl up in rvalet. attrl tltr rviug feathets are not crossed as in
L. riiiburt,lri'. It tht iI cxtt'euiitie-. \'hett at rL'st. The \Ylngs ara
l,rrrs. l)lue slL.\'. lrrvc rr s-hite leacling erleo artd the rring
rlalliens tol'arcis th{r irl,i,\. this being visible irt the under rving
also. The flight is stlor!. anrl hetrr,l'. Undelpalts and under tail
(,orcrls ili.,r s-hit,:, arrrl ilre breast has a losr-flush in spring p1u-

niirg!. The bill is long irnd decurved and dalk during the rvinter
and spling. -\ table of drLtes and soft part colours is given:-

?3 lTaICh ,',:. Ill). Bill ,iark. T,rgs red.
?6 lliirr:h .ti. Iiui. Bill blacli.
19 .\1rii1 43. Iirrt. llills black ra fe\y red).
13-16 \{a}' .',i1. Irr this lrcriod all legs and beaks have turned

florn rlalk to led: corresponding rvith lhe flrst hot
,slrell, u'ith lorv lrurriditv .

2al -{ugust .111. Kut-BD. bill and legs red.

In ilcerling l)luxrlsr the llill and legs ale a coral led.
Ttris elirlenco is ll it.t,lf flagmentarl'. bnt hcre is evidentlv a

grlolrlem that coulrl plofitablv be investigated. From the specimens
in lhc British \Iuseum ll? examined) I rva-s unablc to reach anr
corrc!,-rsjrnts ol ihe lrriorrr,change of soft lxrrts. Inrnature birds
Iravt, iire s'hite tail u-ilh ir br.oad sub-terminal dark band anrl
sorrc lrrox-n or tllr, \\-ing coverts. The call is noisl'and quack-
ins, sounding like 'chagh' (the .{rabic name for Gulls). I found
sorne on the Husseinilah load near. Kut on 10 June each rr.ith a
matule locLrst in its bill.

.\t Basrah, thev rvere flequent in small numbers on the Shatl
.\l-"\rah in Noventlter, fl-ving upstleall.r at sunset, and Maclaren
lrrrnd them abuntlant, the maiority being imrnature, on the Ham-
rrriLr and Zubair lalies in i\,[a.\, and earh. June. None .ivere seen in
llr0 .\0rth.

140. \YHITE-WINGDD BLACK TERN. Cl:r,r rH e.p. .iui _ rr.
C hlidonins leucopteta (Temminck).

O & S. 30 records.
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At thc pools on the edge ol Baghdad city they are passage
rrtiglarls being seen only in \Iay, August and Septeurber'. On
the livel at Kut the same rna)'be said to allply. Lr the sccond half
of -\plil arrd iu ealll' llay it altlreals that the teln fraternities
dlilt up the rirel', the centre uf densit-r' of the migration moving
.lorvl.t ulr iurrl tiLking adyantage of the ilseots ulourrrl the crops
rtl this tirtte of the yeai. The t,tlll hal'vest nay pleclude them
staJ.ing in laigr nu[rbeLs. Florn thc livers the1. spread out ot'er
Lhe cultivirIiou strip rvhicir rrirl lrr.:, sa1', fiIteen inili:s deep on
either si(le of the Ghalraf. ljetwooD 3-:Uth ,\laY rrli Ih$ \'ere the
dorniniLnt biltls of tlte tvheal iirrcl btr'le1' lantis. \\'hclrvcr' ]-ou look
o\-cr tirc srir of green auLl l',llo\ring colr thr: r'irirl irlack and
\hlie oi urtst giacrful irir',1-. c rr br seer again.t the blue sk).
ils tli.1 \\'llIr'l anri hit\r'k. l,or'r,l ter,'rIes tttiil' lirirtt |ound the
{lti,,,l:ti tlrl;r'e::ir)us allLi a 1r,r',' liir.ii'.: miI} sla.f lo Llted. The
incorr-claucJ of dep|h, extelrt tn(l even exislerriLl of these 'sprills',
$:hich t[]1. iarLrrcl rrral tulrr 1o lrr-s irtlvarrtage b"t, tliverting their
flos' or'.,r' tltirs s-hich he ri,ill cLrllivtte iu tlrr rrrsuing year
'ciribbis , plolrirbll' l)r'ecludes tcgulal' breeding -\itrs; and this
alrlrlies to rrirrrl of lrarl's rvairl lriltls. On tlte flillii:s of the culti-
laterl irlcrs rvirele tlrt tails' melge iuto aud spreitcl green flngers
into thc dcse|t,'l'elns of anl-kir(l t|e tatell-seen. It \\'ts noted on
16lh \l 5 lhtt the)' wel'c rlot rrver the crops once Lhese had been
cu". Ill' tlr0 ;llllh \Ia). thel rvr,re less fr.etluent than Llli. hybrida,
rvhilc rrrr:iitlr N{al,' neither \!as as comrnon as Sternu hirundo
though Lhe nurnbers of thc lattcr uevcr attairtetl ihose of this
slrecies in eirlll' \Ia,r. Tlar-ellirrg by boat f|om Kut-Basr'ah on
2-3r'cl Jurru rrcitlrer this nor Ch. huhrida \\'el'e seen. On 27 August
19i3 Li|ds \\'lricir \\'eie juveniles oI changins t0 s'irttet' plumage
\\-ele L,[ sho ls on the TiSris antl u1t to 8 Scptembe]' many were
seen on the liver bet\-een Kut-Sur-eit'a.

,\t llaghdad c30 \\'ere in w'itrtcr plumage on 18 Sel.rtember 43.

Soile hird rcturncd to thc tsr'itk l'ools at Baghdad on ? August 45,

iurd \-t,t t: irr mixed lllulllage. 'I'ho litst seen al Kut in 19/rI rvelc c10

hor-elirg l'ou d the ntasses of fisli which \\:el'e en(leavouring to

get u1-r thc sluices at the Brtrtagr. Tlre) do noi ieed on fish such

as these. I haYe sltent much time Natching them in fli8ht over

llools. Thc)'111'straight. s\roop olr to the rvatel vitllout touchinS,
fluttcl, s\\.ool) fot'rvard and so ott. Sotne, at Baghdad, rvere hover-

ing and sctilirrg in parties orl an island, with the wind against

them. The,l, tlip by a s\\'ift jerk of the centre tail fcathers and the

wings also take a pa.l't, but it rrceds a cin6 or high-speed flash
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ccrnera to analyse the movement. It was a beautilul sight in the
early morning to see these hovering flocks just keeping loitering
against the wind. I have never seen them plunge into u,ater
like a Little Tern (S. albifrons). They are not silent, but have
an open Tern-like call, quite distinct from the hoarse wheeze of
Ch. ltgbrid(. They irre, of course, fal more striking in plumage,
and more swallow-like than this species, and are smaller th&n
a St. hirundo. Flocks at lhe Baghdad pools disconcerted the Stilts
(Himantop?ts) who urould get up noisily when they appeared
overheird. I have seen them mob a Nlarsh Harriet (Circus uetu-
ginosus\. When theJ are at rest on sandbanks the tail and wings
curve uprvards like scimitars. The bills (but not the IeBS) are
black in rvinter and remain so well into the breeding season- On
1l May at Baghdad beaks of all were black and legs red-brown,
as u/ere some t50 birds in valied plutnage in August. The domin-
ance of black-billed birds at Baghdad lvas confirmed by Boswell
when they came through in Ivlay 43.

Maclaren saw several on a flood edge near Zubair in the
Basrah area on 23 llay and 6th June, and there were m&ny over
the marshes with others moving slowly spstream aI Ilindiyah on
and after 2 May 43.

a

Norlh. lli lr'cot rls.
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-\t Prlirvirr irr flast I(urdistan there u.ere bo r parties of

miglirting Irir.ils aurl diur.nirl movements to roost in L. Marivan
just rrvcr the Persian border. Up to p0 birds being seen frequen l,
bet\\'cen 6 19th Septcrnber .,r! rvhen I left. \lirclar.en also saw them
orr thc Blur Lake (L. Mar.ivan) in Autumn 43. One on a str.earn
near Choarta at (P::.ro ft.) on p0 August 4b was in almost complete
rvintcr plumage.

On the rvest sitle I u.as not il [iu].distan from llav onwards
(irr 19{5) \.hen thev are most lilieh. to be passing through; butin llar. .i1 I srrv 6 at \\'arli eassal) South of Mos;l (b \Iiv) anrlthel rver.e pr.csenl on the Iihabur rir.el at Zirkho (O ifav).



,,11. \\' IS IiUi i l,) ) Ttiltli.
C hlidonias hubritla (Pallas).

G & S. 30 records.
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lt is not a conspicuous birct at llaghdad. Trvo or three $,el'e
Ir,,r-t,r'ing i'ouncl thc smaller Bund Pools on 7 January 42. At Kut it
l-as rnrl rvith iri rnost rnorrtlr5 p1gp11[ November ancl l)ecember,
lhongh it \\'as seen iurvel rltru'n the r.ir-tr.irr Novernbt,r (c10 ovu,
lio.r,l,cl liL:r r,eiu -\li [ihallri. i \rrverrrhet. i:r irrrd i\ro on a piece of
floating debris in the Shatt-Al-Arab on 10th November). In 1943 at
Kut c15 were seen on s&ndbenks with ,. genei, on 10 April, and in
early \{ay it was 'with Ch. leucoptera, a charactelistic bird over.
llre l'hcrrt anrl lrarlrr- ctol)i on tht left bank of the Ghanal river
irr.ll Lfai. but lowillLls tht: end of NTay neither rvas as lrequent
irs ihe Common Teln (Slrna hirundo). \Vhen the Suweicha lake
Na: r'isilerl on 16 Jrrne, one pair \-as,qeen, and from their clamout.
lltel ,rlolrablr'hncl a lcst..Iuveniles irnd birds in rvinter pluma8e
rr'..r',,p thtr'liglis orL 'li -\u8u-rt, iLncl thcy \\'cle to be seen at the
Slr\\'r,icirit iD Sr'jrte rhot' anri October, being abundant on l5th
Octolrlr. Onr' solittr'.,' lrild rlas sr.cn on t san(lbank in .Ianuary
rrnrl the) hegan to l'e-ai)llear over flooded al'able land or over pocrls
lrr-tlr,: l st \\'rek in \Iarch. In 191i, of se\'0[al, one rvas in breeding
lrlurragr, on ith -\plil, ilnd c40 \ye)'e seen at the Sus'eicha on 2lst
,\1rriJ. ,\s this species rvas often seen in company with White-
\\'inged Blat:k Tern (Ci. lc?tcopte,ra), some comparative notes on
Iield chlracters mav not be out of place. On the ground and on
sandbanl(s, it appeals ir snrall scraggv telu, slighter in build rvith
ir shorter ttril than Ch. leucoplert.In flight it is steadier, but has
the tle,sulton'flight chrrlacteristic of narsh tclns. The rvinter birds
irt BiLghilad aplreau'tl slrori iln(l sttrnrlr)'\\'ith scar(:ely fol'ked, short
tiril and shorL shatp lrointed lrill helrt s'iilr htrtd ilirccted t'ell
rlorvn.'l'he l-irrgs lhough lr)rlg al)lreitl' I'ounded fol' ttrns, and in
lnanr lyir)s. urlik,, C/r. ltrrcolirnr, il lrrolis gullJilie. 'fhc flight
is ht,irr'), leisulclv irnd.tlrtt3. Hitrvkirrg lonnrl thc llonrls it rvottld
irvist arrrl lrlnlge iLt tlte rvait'r'ltitd thctt l')rt'el u1r. The ltealiel
llight, ihc hr,atl tlir','cteil tioNtt ittltl thc cllltl acieIi:ii, ciLll it sh'iln-
gulatccl ghizz', hittsh attri altlrosl ll :oft S1'(lr'r,1. itlc 8o(rd chalac-
1r'.s fL)r sel)iLralirlg it f|t,ttt Clt. lIttt:ttlttt r.'flle 'vlrrle' 1:'il'ls had
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red legs, but black bills. Thel s'ere rvitlched in .{plil tl Iittt
displaying in characteristic tern fashion on the sandbanks The)'

xele seell eating latge greett grasshoppels neat Hai on 20 Vay'

North.

Ten terns, seen at Qili]'al'ah -south of \'losul l)l' Vosper on 5

\lrrr lr3 tn;rr ltl\,, l,c.r t'f lhis sl'eni...

I it. (;l'l,l,,llll,l,l.ll) 1'llli \ .rujll tJ, lrJz .iuri - \ : r

(illor hel irl ot irllr.,1ira tGrrrelirl'

C & S. ll rt'crrt'ils.
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.\t lJiighdad it urrs on11-seel oll SlllinF tniglatiotl oti 19-:1

--\1rlil 4l oI the Tigris an(l the \\'ashash. At Kut it rvas mole
irrrillri,r)t r)u the -il)r'ing miSraiiorl, l)eing first ,spotted on I April
i:l \\'heD I Nerc flr ir14 o\er crol)s irnrl otr Lli \Iill ch 1r.i \\'hr'11 it
sirrrilal nurnlrer' \\1,n, ()\'Lrl floorl lrools. (iertr:r'irllr its lrassare is

earilcr than othel ttrns. \\'e har-e tto teeorrls aftel the 21st

-\lrrjl. llil'.ls at tlre enrl of IIarch Nt,Le in surDnrer lllulragc \yhile
thos{r oll ?lt Sr-'lrle]lrber .ii were in rvinter Plurnirge. At the Survei-
clra lalii, il is seen in slrling an(i autuurn, ul) to 15th October. In
\oi-erttlri:r it oc('uls fulthcl tlrrrr,:rr 1he l'i\er'. Uoclis of c30 beirg
srrc on the Ilutt,ila cirral trt ,\rttirrtr. ,\t that {lirtc it \-as the onlr-
tel'n seen on the Khor',\bdullir rrrurl l)irnks at Fao whet'e it was
frequen[ in srnall num]lels us on thc Shalt-,\l-.\r'al) ul) to Ila,srah.
\ltclarr.rr sas'adults and inmatule bit'tls orr the Hammal Lakt'
on 2:.i \Ia! arrd (ith June 13. It rvirs rrol seen itr Ktrrdi,stan. To tltt,
ficld chiriacters rnentioncd in the Handbook could be added. the
lriLle grel'tail rvhich ser'\.es tr) distin!atrislt it flunr the Sarrdl'iclr
Terrr f.S/. snnrlxicertsisl. 'fhc flight is sleady anrl heav.y for a teru.
The calls $rre notcd on several ocr:trsiorrs and the follol-ing
sounds rvere u,r'ittrn dos-rr: Clllr-\\'ook', (thel.-\\.il)' arrd also
'r.ip-s.ip' 'cher-rvik chrr'-rvik cirucli chuck . ull in Aplil. The
calls lesenrble those of thc \\'hite Tailed Plo\et lChett sia leucuro')
in the breeding season. Therc I'as no cvidcnce of its br.eeding.
\,laclaren does not r.ecord it flom Hindi.\'ah in the summer..



143. CASPIAN TEITN.

Ilydroprogne czs2ia (Pallns).

G&S,6records.

107
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Seen on the 'l'igtis above r\mar.a (ll June), bet*,een eurnah-
Ilasralr arrd in docks at Ilasr.ah ancl N,Lrqil (4 Junel. \Iaclarerr sarr-
selelill adults and irnruatures on the Harnmal Lake on 23 and ?6 \{ay
irnrl on 6th June .i:1. Oll) one rvintel r.ecor.ri of trvo on the Buteira
Cilrlirl tteat .\lraIir on lt \o'r'cDtltr.r' 1i. I.'t.or:t Baslalt-Iiao in that
norrilt I sarv rolli, or) lltr Tigris. Il occur.s rnairrh' out:,iile ihe
itteas Ihat wele rvolkcrl lr1' Bosrvell rrr me. Gerrer.tr]l.v il iiltpears
ir vt,r'r' \,hile birrl, \\'i1lr rL heav.r'fliglrl, irurl lhe massir-c Iose-ltiIli
lrill, rtrrrl the hearl lrttlrl iloivn.

I ii. C( )\t.\,to\ TEIt\
St.rtm ltirund o l,

Jr.Jr .ilti - \ tl.

C & S, 19 records.
B
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-\ll Iecolds le fronl suDrrrer lnolrtl)s. ll rvas rrer,er' lilerrtiful,
li) rlol{r than half ir, dozen being rtr:ordcd at anv one tiure. In
I(ut lhere is a passrrge in \Ia1-, rvherr towards the end of that
rnonth tlre1. u-el e lelati\'olv comrrolr o\tr the gruin crol)s, Inole
so llritn the ('ltlidortio: lrucoplert ir,lrl ltqbridr rvhich hatl ple-
liousll-been rrrol'e luulalous. On miBrirtion thel' appear to feed
nrrirrlr orr insects oler' 1hr gl'ecn cclcal cr'ol)s. At the end of ,\ugust
a fe\\. mil) be -qeon on the rivel al ltut, liut the.y alo infr-equent.
l)NC ltrcrlrl therr florn Shallrabar ir S,,trtetnber, artrl (ii:rt ttotes
t\.o irl llasrah on ?[i octr)l]er. \'Taclar'0o sa\r odd bilds ir the latte|
hrrli of ,\pril at Hinrlir,irh. I -iaw thern ai Samarrah in May.

North, 2 records.

Two in the Tigris valley N.E. of the Jebel Hamrin (5 May aa)

and Boswell saw them at Mosul in July.
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I45. LITTLE TERN.

Stema albiftons Ptll*s.

J-r r.*, ,-"ll:i -'.r

G & S. 30 records.
B

A sulnmel, visitor. First records of the )-ear: Baghdad 2l
April 1? (PNC), Kut 2t April 44. Last recorded 17 Septembct 43

llaghtlarl /Gentl, and 28 September' lr5, I{ut. -\lthough a lot oi
.rround \1-a: colered especialll cultilalion near the Tigris in April
and Ma1' {3 around Iir.rt and IIai, no Little Te} os rret'e seen during
lhr l.rig rliglution of tit: rrlhct tetns. This is pelhalls due to theit'
diet bcing primarill- fish1'rvhel'eas the other terns were all seen to
takc irstrcts. On 1:l .iui1- .1: \\'iih lhc llrrrrrls at IJirllidi near Dagh-

dad, they became very abundant, flshing in the broad dykes at

lhc o{igrs of roads. The fish rvere b1'then concentrated and dfing
in hundreds as the \vater evaporated. It ma)' here be mentioned
thrit irr tlre ilc,,rclt betrveen Bedt'alt Aziziyah in October 43, I
ioirrrri irr tlrL, rlrl r'oad dilches htrrrtlletls of rlead and lnumlnitierl
.Jrr,'r'i il.h isiluru\ /rit)t(t'a1r' . lrrtsutnrtltll Jt'ft b}' floocl rvatet's
r'orttir].. tr-orn ihf Irt'th, attd lht\ shrr$'ctl no -signs of bactet'iitl
rlr'r'ar ir, tirls (ll1- sl 0t.

lrr Selri,,Lnlrer'lri itt Iiut. Little Tr,r'us \\'r,r'e common in variUn.
lrlrrrn;rges iri.r iirrt rvhen thc lilrr Nirs unusualll' Iorv. on the
sirrril slrit-< or Sshing lound the sluices of the Barrage. ( t2 seen).

Orr a tlilr clos-n the Tiqris florrt Kut-Btrsrah early in June
'r3 tlr.r wcr'e lrequent from liut-Sheikh Sa'ad (? June) and there-
aftrl stiuce e.g. onl1' half a riozen lreing scen in the Qurnah
rnarshr... In -\pril 41 ir ferv rvr're seou irt Kut, l)ut the)'$'ere eittter
,rr [he livt,r' or on the neullry' Survlichir lake. Recorded at ]Iitb-
Irrrrir"rlr 'rr I[al- iP\C) and ,\usust. Nhclalen saw several on
filrd ]lrrl and Gth June on lhe Ilirrnrrrar Lake at Basrah and at
Ilinrlir':rh found them rluite conrnorr lrl l0th .\pr.il, but the1. left
the arr:a lty JulJ'. Juveniles \!cre sr\r,l irt l3aghdad on ?8 Jull' 4!.
irn(l or llith -\uBu.t Ilalents rvclt' still feeding 1.oung.

Their' lrabitat appears to be more restricted than the other.
tclrrs, t,s1,eciall.r on llas:age. I)eiDS i()un(l onll' on the rivers and
liug.' hrrrlies of \-atef in Cent|al irrrrl SoLrth 'h.tr1, though frequent-
iDs srnitller strealrs in Iiurclisian.

B BB B B
56789 t0 tl t2
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North. 4 recolds.

-\ pail on the Khosal stl'eam, fishing, at \{osul (5 \Iay) and
on the Rubar Dohuk at Aloka (6 May 44), one at Alton Kopru
(1 \{ay 45, IJNC) and quite common on the Tigris at Qdiyarah in
.lune and Jull' (Vosper).

1.i6. LllSSEn (lltESTI.lD TER\-.

Sttrtta be ttgalensi.r Lesson.

Nlaclaren who is familiar with
lihor Zultair ,rrt ?9 \{a1' rr3.

lb e.f S* .irB - li1

this species seu/ a few on the
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